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I Tourism Dewvelopm en t [ S

* Preparing the model design of all kinds of mari-
nas.

* Preparing the master plan of all Marinas located
in Aswan/Cairo Sector.

This project is going to be implemented under su-
pervision of the T.D.A.

C/ Developing the Nile Facades

The Center of researches and urban studies in Cairo
University has prepared a study concerning the de-
velopment of Coastal areas and Nile facades in
Aswan, Kom Ombo, Edfo Temple and all marinas of
sailing boats between Aswan and Luxor.

The first phase of the project includes the planning
studies of the coastal area in Aswan, in addition to a
humber of alternatives concerning the sites of the

suggested marinas (for they are the most atractting

factors affscting Nile Grulss Tourism. Pressure Adjustment room in sharm El-Sheikh
D/ The Development of spa Tourism project:
Aims of the study 2- Suggesting all means for developing and
Egypt is blessed with many natural potentialities constructing marinas.

that enables it to occupy an eminent status on the 3- Studying the recent status of the exist-

international tourism track especially in health ing marinas
tourism. 4- Preparing the masterplan of marinas
The study aims at achieving the following: Aswan/Cairo sector.

i- Collecting all data related to Nile 5. Preparing a model design for all kinds
Cruise Tourism. of marinas.




youth projects. The capacity of this location is ex-
pected to reach 21544 rooms; offering 32316 new
job opportunities.

Many governorates have collaborated with the
T.D.A. to prepare development plans on the framwork
of the national development plan of Egypt, including the
construction of many projects like.

A/ The project of the Emergency Medicine:
This project aims at securing tourists, health and
saving them against sudden accidents. To achieve
this goal, the following steps will be taken into
acount.

1- Constructing Medical centers along the Red Sea
Coast especially in hot areas.

2- Supplying these medical centers with all the ne-
cessary equipments.

The study is going to be implemented in three phas-
es, the first phase includes the following:

2-1 Studying the current touristic expectations and
specifying the stratum that practices diving.

2-2 Studying all the kinds & rates of accidents that
oceur in every location.

2-3 Studying the health services in the region,.

The report has shown the main causes of diseases,
death cases and all the dangers found on the Red Sea
Coat.

B/ The Development of Nile Cruise Tour-
ism

The T.D.A. has asked the Civil Engineering research
Center of Cairo University to prepare a study con-
cerning the indicative plan of Nile Cruise Tourism
in the sector of Cairo/Aswan aiming at.

* Collecting all Data related to Nile Cruise Tourism,
* Suggesting the principal upon which marina con-

struction is restricted.

N Tourism Development I

Projects in El Ein El Sokhna under -
construction

A

One of the villages of the Northern sector of
ElEin El- Sokhna ( it started operation )

A project in El Ein El-Sokhna

11/39



strategy of this site is going to be connected with the
development programs of the south (Oases) espi-
cially after the construction of Salum / Wady Halfa
road. Furthermore, the north Western coast will un-
dergo a great seachange after solving the Libyan
crisis and the T.D.A. has prepared a touristic re-
gional plan to get benefit from the natural coastal
potentialities of the site:

1- Foka Touristic Center on El-Hekma bay: it
is one of the paterns of tourism development pro-
jects on the north Western Coast. The capacity of
this center is 6000 touristic rooms, offering 7200

direct and indirect job opportunities.

2-Rashid / Edco:

This location is appropriate for all patterns of
touristic activities, marine sports, recreation, safari and
swimming. Rashid / Edco is located in the heart of
the Egyptian countryside, thus it is very easy to be
supplied with infrastructure and all the appropri-
ate services, in addition to its ability of receiving
local and foreign tourists the year round after the
implementation of the world highway project. It is
expected that this site will undergo fast development
and new services will be innovated.

Rashid/Edco is considered the only gate of Kafr El-
Sheikh governorate and El-Behera governorate. The
studies show that the capacity of this center will reach
3100 rooms and will offer 4000 to 5000 new job new

job opportunities with equity of 1.20 milliard pound.

IV - The Western Coast of the Suez Gulf;
This coast stretches from the south of Suez till the

north of Zafarana in 100 km, It is a narrow coast de-
pending mostly on the one-day trips, arab and local
tourism. This coast is considered the most attracting

10/39
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site for the inhab itants of Cairo (for it is located 130 km
from Cairo). The Development program of this site
includes the construction of a number of coastal

tourist villages and paving a hinterland to build



potentialities of the lake (the historic collection of
Kalapsha and El-Soboa, in addition to the natural
potentialities of El-Allaky Conservation where
rare animals and crocodiles are living ). The first
phase of the study has divided the lake into five
parts, the first part includes the strategic indus-
tries on the highway of Aswan/Allaky, the second
part includes the promising touristic sites in Ka-
lapsha, Garf Hussein, Abu Simbil, Wady Allaky (it
is the most appropriate location for tourism de-
velopment projects), the third part includes the
Kresko heights, and Hamed (where small groups
may be settled), the fourth part includes El-Dekka
heights (El-Soboa and Omada) and the fifth part
includes the creeks area formed by the lake in Ka-
lapsha, Allaky and Toshka where the sport of croc-
cdile fishing is practiced. Nile cruise tourism is

expected to increase with a rate of 7%, its capacity

A photo of Abu Simbel taken from a Nile
cruise

e Tourism Development I

will reach 65% and its economic revenue will
reach 30%. The Development strategy is based on
considering Abu Simbel region the main pivot of
development for it enjoys the following potetiaties:-
-The natural pancramic Nabata site blessed with
desert plans and creeks.

- Historic sites

- Eco-tourism potentialities

- Abu Simbel is the capital of the Nubian region.

On the shedlight of the study, the following
projects become of prior importance:

* 10 touristic resorts and an international youth
camping.

* Projects of services and resources development;
the light and sound project.Constructing a touristic
market, developing the landscape, constructing an
international museum, a fishing center, a world
conference center and a traditional manufacturing
center.

* Principal development projects:
Constructing two marines.

* A World festival for celebrating
the perpendicular sun at Ramses
Temple and a World fishing contest.
* Internal programs: Nile trips to
enjoy sunris and sunset, Sfari trips
by Camels.

1l - The north Western Coast:

This area stretches from the west of
Alexandria till the Egyptian borders
with libya and it is expected to be-
come one of the promising sites at-
tracting local and international
tourism particularly after the con-
struction of the world highway that

crosses its land. The development

89/39



I 1o urism Dewelopm e n t [

The occupancy of this sectoris 30 thousand touristic
rooms.

e/ South Banas / till the Egyptian borders
with Sud an:

This sector is a little bit away from urban mass and
consequently, it needs big investments to follow the
development strategy, taking place in 2 phases:

e (1)the first phase strategy from1997 to
2002

It aims at developing the western parts of the urban
clusters that depend mostly on safari and coastal

tourism.

e (2 )The second phase strategy from 2002
to 2017

It aims at developing the Virgin areas of untapped

Rl Aot i AT il
i I

the proposed areas of Tourism Development
in El Sheikh Zayed canal region- the south
Valley

natural potentialities and supporting the natural
po tentialities to provide 2500 new rooms.

2- The South of the Valley:

The implementation of the project of conquering the
south of the Valley is going to offer more than one

Million new job opportunities and it will up raise

the urban mass about 25% of the Egyptian area.

{‘I Sl Sy bt gl ak poel] g 0 o pp 3] a3
[ % AR AT WA BTN PLAN PO FAE DRNIGE BEYROAI BF TAE MUAIY LU J6u%
e e

by Biwox Jwbuws comomant {48 pigll Slewipe) gt Lbngoll

Thus the T.D.A. has cooperated with Consultant of-

e P P R TS e
PR PR s V=

stemm i fices and a number of University professors to

Al el

prepare the regional plans of Nasser lake and Abu
Simbil. The study aims at getting benefit from the

8/39



for tourism development projects and it is expected
to attract 14% of the touristic nights by the year
2017,

Being located in a protected side of the government,
the Red Sea area is guarded from Terrorism. When
planning the tourisitic projects in the Red Sea Area,
special policies are to develop tourism between the his-
toric sites in south Egypt and the Red sea Coast, es-
pecially Safari Tourism between the Valleys of
the Red Sea mountains.

a/ Hurgada /Safaga Sector:

It includes the following centers (Hurgada - Sahl
Hashysh - Abu Soma) with a capacity of 21 thousand
rooms. This sector is supplied with approhriate ac-
cess and infrastructure.

‘bl Safaga/Kuseir Sector:

The presence of a harbor in this sector adds to its im-
portance in addition to its near location to Hurgda
Airport.

The sector capacity is 6 thousand rooms , offéring about
12 thousand job opportunities.

C/ Kuseir/ Marsa Alam Sector:

“this sector includes 14 Valleys of special environ-
mental qualities and it is expected that this sector
will be developed quickly after constructing the new
Airport of Marsa Alam.

The capacity of the existing projects 90 thousand
room, offering 250 thousand job opportunities

d / Marsa Alam / Ras Banas

-This sector includes the following centers (Dory-
Nakary - Hankurab - Wady El-Gemal - Lahmy).
They are environmental conservations rigidly pro-
tected by the government. The airport of Marsa Alam
serves large parts of this sector and it is expected to
construct a new Airport to serve the reste of the

sector.

e Tourism Development N

One of the projects implemented south Ma-

gawish

Projects in the red sea region

7/39



I Tourism Development

4- Middle Sinai Center:
There is no specific boundaries of this center, we

only know that it is nearly devoid of population (5 per-

sons/Fed). Yet, this idea has been changed to a great
extent after exploiting the touristic potentialities
of the site where there is the project of El-Maghara
Coal, the Manganese mining, the old pilgrims road
and the plains ( usedto construct sports clubs like
golf coarses, attracting the japanese mostly ). The de-
velopment of this specific site is related to cooperation
between Egypt and its neighboures.
= The ou t:

Any seachange in the Egyptian urban style, is
closely related to stimulating urban growth in

Wadi El-Gemal Center

Rus (_‘..:-.t.a.i . ' _ Ras Matarma center - Ras Sedr Sector

South Egypt and exploiting all its rich resources
and potentialities. The National strategy of South
Egypt development is recently formulated to pro-
vide about 228 thousand touristic rooms by the year
2017 AB.

According to this strategy, the T.D.A. has prepared

B Distinetive Are
: B regional and master plans to develop south Egypt as

follows:-
1- The Red Sea Area :

It is the area that stretches from the Kilo 26 till the

] Marine Sites
: o] Safary & Camping
B nocky AMuaiains

B Dessrs Buckuround
PR Baller Aves

Egyptian borders with Sudan, parallel to the Red

rfisﬁy gz« te o ‘““‘fi‘{' bitat

i & Terresterinl Habitat
Loy %‘ - . : . . ’
' Sea Coast in 1100 km. This area is a priority zone

6/39




N Tourism Development I

3- The Northern Coast of Sinai:

This location is going to witness great booming, es-
pecially after the open door policy adopted by the
government , aiming at promoting Tourism in the north-
ern coast of Sinai.

The development strategy of this site could be sum-
marized in the following points:

- Increasing the number of touristic programs to in-
clude more than one country in one tour.

- Raising the demand of land allocation between Ra-
fah and El-Arish.

- Developing Transit Tourism.

- Promoting Eco - tourism that depends on visiting

—— s

T i % S ;f

Nabq touristic center Sharm El-Sheikh

conservations and valleys.

The tourism Development Authority has prepared a
Master Plan to develop this site, in cooperation
with a consultant office, depending on the following
points :-

- Considering Al-Arish the main center from which
development programs should start.

- Linking between development in North Sinai and
the rest of sectors.

- Studing the site mechanism to support Transit Tourism.
- Paying more attention to scientific tourism that

is based on Visiting Conservations and Parks, Safari

tourism and Spa tourism.

Mokbela touristic center Aqaba Gulf

5/39



The T.D.A. has prepared also ... indicative plans to
guide new investments properly in the following sites:
| - Sainai Peninsula :

The government has focused on developing this par-
ticular area owing to its strategic location and its
natural potentialities. The national plan of Sinai de-
velopment aims at increasing the touristic rooms
into 38 thousand till the year 2017 A.C.

1- The Agaba Gulf Area:

It stretches from Ras Mohamed in the south till
Taba. In the north, where natural conservations and
diving centers are spread abundantly, The Coast is
divided into five sectors:

Sharm El-Sheikh, Wady Keed, Dahab, Nowieba and

Taba.ln order to be able to compete with the sur-

B St Dreverar | g
oo SRR VI W TV T TR T
E - R ETR
T fpamiesd e Wiitaeges
S pensp 4 Pt
Fresed it bon Fheaeisdhang
{ R e e
SRR ekl :

R IR [T

L e R LTV B E R AT
$iElesrpins -
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rounding touristic centers lying on the Mediterra-
nean sea; we have constructed high quality touristic
centers following the World standards like the Re
viera Center on an area of 1597 Fed. with a ca pacity
of 11600 rooms.

The Total Capacity of the whole area (Agaba Gulf)
has reached 200 projects with 45 thousand touris-
tic rooms.

2- The Eastern Coast of the Suez Gulf :

This center stretches from Oyun Moses in the north
till Hamamat Pharaon on the south in 85 km. This
sector is blessed with many potentialities notably a
good location, an urban extensions , good topography,
an infrastructures. It is expected that this site is
going to be a competing touristic market with
Alexandria and Marsa Matruh. What adds more to its
potentialities, is the appropriateness of its hinter-
land to be developed and the T.D.A. is exerting great ef-
forts to exploit the untapped nature there.

The studies conducted by the T.D.A. has divided the
center into five major sectors.

Ras Matarma - Ras Masala - Ras Malaab - Ras Dehesa-
Nekheila.

It is expected that the capacity of this center will
reach 50 thousand rooms, offering 70 thousand new

job opportunities.

Taba 80

4000 6000 10080 .

Nowiba’a 0 20000 | 2000 4000
Dahab 0 1500 2500 4000
Sharm El-Sheikh 1600 3000 3000 7600
Tohr Sinai 0 500 500 1000
Saint Cathrine 0 250 250 500

Ras-Sedr 220 1500 4500 6220
Al-Arish 0 1500 1500 3000
Rommana 0 500 1500 2000
Total 1900 14750 | 21750 | 38400

The proposed projects of sinai till 2017.



B Red Sea

535 % O Suez Guil

2%

B North Coast
1.8 &
B Akaba Gulf p
71% B El-Ariesh
0.1%

An illustrative figure showing the geograph-
ical distribution of rooms occupancy -
March 1997

tion and providing the needed technical views and
experiences

Tourism Development within the frame of
the local and regional development strate-
gies:

The efforts exerted in the last few years to recruit the na-
tional economy ,necessitate the adoption of new suc-
cessful schemes setting tourism development in mo-
tion ; on the spotlight of the following indicators;

- Increasing the touristic flow into a rate of 8%
-Increasing the touristic nights faster than the

number of tourists.

- Up raising the hotels capacity to keep path with

1- Main Centers

Cairo / Giza / Alexandria

2- Active Centers

Promising

(Integrated development areas)

Nile Valley 18

Red Sea Coast

Agaba Bay Coast

Western North Coast

(Distinguished Areas) 15

Al-Arish (East & West) 4

Ras-Sedr 7
‘.;
|

El-Ein El-Sokhna / El-Sewais
Saint Catrine

3- Secondary Centers
Al-Fayoum

Port Said

Ismailia

Al-Wadi Al-Gadid

Tohr Sinai

4- Other Distributed Centers 2
Total 315

L S S

The expected capacity of touristic centers by
2017 within the framework of Integrated De-
velopment programs
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HIEES

niers A

Wester North Coast

Ceniets capacie
El-Minya .5 Hurghada' Sharm 15 Sudi Alwdel- f
El-Sheikh Rahmin
Asyoul 04 Safaga Dahab s Ras EI- [
: Hekma
Sohag 0T Al-Chusair 35 Nowiba'a 5 Baguosh f
Hewala
Qena 0.8 Marsa Alain 25 Taba I5
Luxur 56 Ras Banas EX)
Edfu 1.5 Shalateen 15
Aswan 5.5
Abu- 4
Sembrl
Total 18 20 40 20

the capacity of Integrated touristic centers

by 2017

the World tourism trends.

- Speeding and varying the national and human at-
tractions.

- Selecting the most appropriate sites for tourism
development.

The Main Objectives of the strategy:

- Raising the number of tourists into 27 Million by
the year 2017.

- Raising the hotels capacity to reach 618 thousand
reoms by the year 2017.

- Providing 650 thousand new job opportunities what
will attract 2 Million persons to live in new sites.
Meanwhile, the T.D.A. has prepared a number of re-
gional plan like the naticnal plan for Sinai develop

ment for south Egypt development and cthers.
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I Tourism Development

Tourism Development : The Main
Pivot of Progression
Tourism Development Projects
since 1992 till 1997

Egypt is strategically located, as stepping stone between the conti-
nents of Asia and Africa.

It also serves as a maritime link between Europe and the Far East. For
more than five thousand years this Cohesive civilization has flourished
along the banks of the Nile.Today, tourism has become the fastest
growing sector in Egypt and the main activity contributing to Egypt's balance
of payments.

Since the early 1970's the Egyptian government has moved to promote
private investments. To that end, it encouraged foreign investors and
facilitated public and private sector cooperation in joint ventures with-
in the frame-work of an open-door policy.

The Tourism development Authority:

The Ministry of Tourism started to solve critical
problems constraining the growth of tourism, by
establishing the Tourism Development Authority
(T.D.A)) _

It is an organizational entity, with sufficient inde-
pendence and jurisdictional authority to handle all
aspects related to tourism development in touristic
Zones.

The Authority is responsible of all the sites located
outside the cordons of cities devoid of urban plan-
ning or infrastructures and local services.

Thus, away from the governmental routine, the
T.D.A. is working to facilitate all the procedures of

contracting with investors concerning land alloca-

2/39




Tourism Development : the main Pivot of Progression
Touism Development Projects since 1992 till 1997/
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CPAS news

LPAS is invited to participate in a limited
competition for planning a regional uni-
varsity in one of the Arab countries and it
was invited also to a limited competition
for designing Faculty of Science and the
Central Library for another university.
The documents and drawings of the com-
petitions were handed over by the end of
June,

«Dr. Gouda Ghanem, Head of Structural
Unit, had travelled to Ottawa City in Can-
ada to participate in the International
Conference for Engineering Materials and
to demonstrate his research on" Repair of

Fianged Walls Using Fibers"(6-12/6/1997).

then he had travelled to Drexelle Univer-
sity in USA to supervise one of the Ph. D.
students there.

*Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki participated in
the First Annual Conference for Environ-
ment which is titled " Environmental Utili-
ties in Arab Cities" - the Fact and the
Twenty-First Century Challenges (15-16/
7/1997) because of the importance of
this subiect in the field of university adu-
cation and professional practice.

* Eng. Bakr Afifi from the Execution Su-
pervision Unit is doing the works of interi-
or design and supervision of the renova-
tion of one of the contracting companies
building in Cairo .Last month he had com-
pleted the rencvation of the B.B.C. of-
fice.

*The Training Unit is invited to organize a
special training course for Aswan Gov-
erncrate to improve the efficiency of li-
cences & organization engineers in the
engineering departments there. Eng.
Amany El-Demiry, Head of Training Unit,
is also preparing for a training course
about the Environmental Evaluation for
Urban Projects which will be held from 16
to 27/8/1997.

The training courses on ACAD super-
vised by Eng. Hany Shendy, Head of
Computer Unit, have witnessed a great
attendance by students and enginears
during the summer vacation.

*Soma of Alam Al-Benaa Magazine ca-
dres were trained on using the most re-
cent international programs for editing,
direction & montage in the frame of the
plan for developing and raising the perfor-
mance efficiency in the Magazine.

* Alam Al-Benaz Magazine suite in the
Annual Fair for Building Materials " Inter
Build 97" had witnessed a great attention
from engineers, consultants & students
visiting the Exhibition. Old and recent is-
sues of Alam Al-Benda Magazine be-
sides the different publications of CPAS
have achieved a great sales volume com-
paring to last year, which indicates that
the Magazine is more widespread on the
local & Arab level.
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stand what the people need.

ZG. IN THE SACRED FAMILY
CHURCH, WERE YOU IN-
FLUENCED BY CARLO SCARPA?
P.P. Well, this is not true. Scarpa used
circular grids after my church. | never
thought of Scarpa's work at this moment,
and if you consider the chronclogy, |
think it is clear that Scarpa has used
forms similar to the church, in Scerlarno,
but not before,

Naturally Scarpa has arrived with these
forms, not influenced by me, but in a per-
sonal way. Probably with a starting point
of Frank Lloyd Wright, The pattern of the
grids are derived from an American tradi-
tion. They were used by Wright as an
American identity.

Z.G. WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR
DESIGN OF THE ROYAL PALACE
IN AMMAN, JORDAN, FOR KING
HUSSIEN?

P.P. That was of the most interesting
projects for me, so it is a pity that it was
not realized. It was a big complex, and
was created during a big international
conference of the time. | guess the pro-
ject hinged on the financial backing of
Nixon.

Z.G. YOU WROTE A BOOK
ABOUT THE RENOVATION OF
ROME, WHAT WAS IT ABOUT?
P.P. It was a bock of drawings. It was
made as an offer to the city of Rome.
Z.G. IN THAT MOSQUE, | THINK
THE RING AROUND THE TOP OF
THE COLUMNS DISTURBS THE
FLOW OF THE LINES.

P.P. It has a strong structural value.
Z.G. HOW DO YOU LIKE THE
ARCHITECTURE IN CANADA?
P.P. | have seen many interesting
things, the Atrium in BCE building is an
exercise without any connection of reali-
ty. The facade is wrong. The Toronto new
city hall is the worst that | have seen. A
confusion of volumes. | consider the Ea-
tons Center very interesting and original.
Zieldler is a very creative man. | did not
see the habitat, but | have seen pic-
tures. It's too mechanical,

Z.G. WHAT DO YOU THINK OF
DECONSTRUCTIONISM?

P.P. I think it is a fad that will disappear
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in five or six years. It is a literary ap-
proach, it is not an architectural ap-
proach,

Z.G. HAVE YOU SEEN ANY OF
PETER EISENMAN'S, WORK?

P.P. Well, Peter is a very fanciful archi-
tect, his buildings has a sense of original
will and youth,

Z.G. WHAT IS YOUR MOST BE-
LOVED BUILT PROJECT?

P.P. The Mosque in Rome.

Z.G. NOW WE COME TO THE
MASTERPIECE, THE ISLAMIC
CENTER AND THE MOSQUE IN
ROME, WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO
CREATE THIS PROJECT?

P.P. My passion for architecture con-
ducted me to discover the Islamic sys-
tem. So my study from my youth of Leo-
nardo Divinci was a stepping stone in my
lite. From the first moment that | decided
to enter the competition. | studied and
analysed the arches with complete tech-
nicalities. | made an effort to interrupt, re-
create the Islamic system with new tech-
nology.

The final project was derived frem the fu-
sion of two projects, mine and Sami Mou-
sawi, an Iraqi Architect. From his concept
we have taken the general scheme.
There were more than 60 participants,
and the two winners were myself and
Sami. The collaboration was not easy,
but he was a very generous man. He rec-
ognised my experience and decided to
use the language pertaining to my experi-
ence. | am very satistied with this collab-
oration.

Z.G. WOULD YOU CONSIDER
YOURSELF AN ORGANIC
ARCHITECT?

P.P. Relation between nature and archi-
tecture is very imporiant, and | have
wotking on this theme for thirty years. |
have been photographing natural struc-
tures from the point of view of architec-
ture, with the idea to find the natural root
of architectural ideas. This is my pas-
sion,




Mosque and Islamic center,
Rome,ltaly, 1976 Intorior Perspective

like a regal message, not like a game of
differant forms.
Z.G. WHO ACTUALLY COINED
THAT WORD POST- MODERN-
ISM?

P.P. Well, the first to use this word in
architecture was certainly Charles
Jencks. In his book in 1977. But before
this book, this word was used at the be-
ginning of the century in Spain, and |
read it in a magazine published in 1954.
An article written by an American, called
the Post - Modern house. So Jencks
has used something that existed. It was
created for publicity

Z2.G. WHAT IS THE DIFFER-
ENCE BETWEEN ROBERT
STERN AND CHARLES JENCKS
INTERPRETATION OF POST -
MODERNISM?

P.P Jencks' post - modernism is scme-
what different. Jencks is now using an-
other word neo- classicism.

Z.G. DO YOU AGREE WITH
PRINCE CHARLES ON HIS VI-
SIONS OF ARCHITECTURE?

P.P. |do not have the same ideas but
| find his actions very positive. Modern-
ism has committed many crimes against
the old cities. Modernism is only justified
from the economic point of view.

Z.G. WITH A THEME TITLE
*THE PRESENCE OF THE PAST"
IN 1980 YOU INVITED TWENTY
INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTS
TO DESIGN FACADES FOR AN
IMAGINARY STREET, THE
STRADA NOVISSIMA FOR THE
FIRST INTERNATIONAL EXHIBI-
TION OF ARCHITECTURE AT
THE VENICE BEINNALE, WHICH
WAS A TURNING POINT IN THE
CONTEMPORARY INTER-
PRETATION OF THE CITY,

HOW DID THIS IDEA COME
ABOUT ?

P.P. The idea was to put attention to
the fact that it is not sufficient encugh to
create good architecturs, it is very im-

portant to create a new city. A beautiful
city is made of many designs from many
architects, but the architects must learn
to create something together.

I think the modernism has create many
individualities and masterpieces. The
idea was to demonstrate that tha lack of
modern cities that satisfies thé needs of
peopls, is derived from individualism, de-
rived from the capacity of individuals
lack of working in a collective way. The
traditional street is the confrontation of
different experience. So many people
have interpreted the Biennale as an exhi-
bition of vanity. The intention, and the
consequence of this exhibition is very
different in the sense of the architecture.
It is like a seed of collective language.
Z.G. OUT OF TWENTY EXHIB-
ITS, WHICH ONE DID YOU LIKE
THE MOST?

P.P. Well, | like organic tendency and
the clear position of Leon krier. | think
some of the ideas can be realized in a
synthesis, also the positive path of mod-
ern heritage. For example Frank Lioyd
Wright, in some of his work, you can de-
tect after- modernism, he was beyond
his time. So, | think nobody is vety close
to my position, to find something close |
must search in the 50's for some ltalian
architect. By the way, | like the work of
Robert Stren very much. | think he ex-
presses the American identity in the best
way.

Z.G. IN 1979 YOU ESTAB-
LISHED THE ARCHITECTURAL
SECTION OF THE VENICE BEIN-
NALE AND DIRECTED THE BEIN-
NALE UNTIL 1982., THEN YOU
SERVED AS THE PRESIDENT OF
THE BEINNALE FROM 1983 TO
1993. HOW DO YOU SEE THE
FUTURE OF THE VENICE BEIN-
NALE SINCE YOU LEFT IT?

P.P. Now the director is a big architect
that | appreciate very much. He acts in a
different way. | consider the exhibition
geod for the debate. My last proposal
was to organize an exhibition with two
different positions.

Z.G. WHY WAS THE VENICE
BEINNALE CANCELLED THIS

DLAM DL BER DG m—

YEAR?

P.P. I was just delayed to next year.
Z.G. CHARLES JENCKS, |IN
ONE OF HIS BOOKS, SUGGEST-
ED THAT YOU GAVE ALDO ROS-
S| THE DESIGN FOR THE FLOAT-
ING THEATRE AND THE MAIN
GATE, ON THE FIRST EXHIBI-
TION OF ARCHITECTURE, BACK
IN 1980, BECAUSE HE IS A
CLOSE FRIEND OF YOURS.
WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE TO
THAT STATEMENT?

P.P. No, it is his work that is very close
1o mine.

Z.G. HOW DO YOU COMPARE
THE VENICE BEINNALE TO ALL
THE OTHER |INTERNATIONAL
BEINNALES?

P.P. Well, the formula of the Beinnale
was very successful. The identity of the
Beinnale has changed over the years.
Now it is an exhibtion of fine arts. The ar-
chitecture started with my exhibition in
1980. It is now the most prestigious exhi-
bition of architecture in the world.

P.P. From my infancy | have seen archi-
tecture through my father. What | have
learned was from my travels to Rome. |
have chosen Berimini as my master.
Z.G. WHO DID YCU WORK FOR
BEFORE STARTED YOUR BUSI-
NESS IN19587?

P.P. | started my office after | graduated
in 1957. Only in the 70's did | work inside
for an engineering company.

Z.G. WERE YOU INFLUENCED
BY FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT?

P.P. | found Wright very interesting and
very inspiring. Wright is one of the pillars
of my culture. | met him in Rome.

Z.G. ALL YOUR EARLY PRO-
JECTS HAVE A GEOMETRIC
FORM AND INFUSION BETWEEN
MODERNISM AND A SENSE OF
HISTORY. WERE YOU TRYING
TO FIND A NEW STYLE OR
IMAGE?

P.P. The idea of a synthesis has always
been operated in my approach. A propo-
sal of a new language. But the people
want a certain space and | must under-
stand. My works have grown to under-
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Z.G. YQU HAVE ESTABLISHED | s i i T g ; =
LRI R e BIOGRAPHY OF PAOLO PORTOGHESH
LECTUAL SPOKESPERSON OF
POST - MODERNISM. HOW DO
YOU COMPARE IT WITH MOD-
ERNISM?

P.P. Well, post- modernism is a word and
it is very ambiguous, and | think everyone
interprets the word differently. | think it
was very useful to introduce this word be-
cause, it expresses strongly the condi-
tion of conservation. Typical of the cul-
ture of modernism.

The modernism is born in its definitive way
in the Twentieth Century. Now we are at
the end of the century, so seventy years
have passed, from the invention of the
language of rationalism, the language of
Avant Garde.

Many Architects are convinced that the
revolution of modernism must preserve its
character without change. So, post- mod-
ernism was against the stability of con-
servative characters, because the world
has radically changed from the world of
our Grandfathers.

So | think this word is very useful to de-
fine a line of transformation , to create a
new condition of operation and abolish a
certain type of prohibition, to use forms
derived frem tradition. The language of
modernism is a Iahguage without any ref-
erence to traditions, and in a certain
sense expresses only western traditions
,50 it was a nonsense, imposing an inter-
national style all around the werld.

Post - modernism broke this equilibrium,
Created many different phenomena.
think the more important, positive aspect
is that post- modernism began the mes-
sage to connect architecture and place.
This is very important thems, the central
theme tor the future of architecture. This
connection with place must be interpreted
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and light has played an important part
in religious architecture. Colours and
shapes should be chosen in such a
way that an illusion of alternating light
and dark is created without actually
resorting to the use of light. The in-
terplay between light and dark in the
mosque has been achieved in a
number of ways. In the Oftoman
mosques, a lantern in the dome pro-
vides sufficient amount of light for
the interior to maintain its mystical ap-
pearance. Occasionally, additional
fenestration is included at the top
and bottom of the Qibla wall. In the
Friday Mosque of Tatta, there are
screen openings at floor level which
admit light, while at Mayyafarigin
(silvan), it is again the lantern which
provides the light. The lantern breaks
up the otherwisde heavy interior,
providing light to the space directly
below. In the Great Mosque of Du-
naysir (Kiziltepe), lighting is achieved
through numerous stained glass win-
dows which pierce the lower register

of the dome and the half-
domes.

The designer must be an
interpreter of symbols.
The language of symbols is
a complex language. It as-
sumes the expression of an
inner world, therefore the
understanding of shapes
are of the utmost impor-
tance. The dome in the
mosque symbolises and, at
the same time, actualizes
the importance and the holy
nature of the mihrab. The Hi-
lal is the symbol of the Islam-

on the lunar month. The
crescent expresses the
emergence of Islam which
put an end to the dark ages
of religious ignorance and to
polytheism. The cone, or
dome shape, as a representative
symbol, reaches far back into the his-
tory of men.

The designer should be a philoso-
pher. Although the designer is in-
volved with practical processes,
however, these processes are close-
ly bound up with thought process. In
Islam, the thought processes are en-
hanced by the understanding of the
role of space and time - the idea of in-
finite and finite existence. It is only
through the recognition of these di-
mensions, he can transcend the
boundary of earthly existence and
translate the experiences of the in-
ner world into a visual manifestation -
a monument which shall transcend
the process of history.

As a psychlogist, the designer
should understand the processes of
percepticn and image formation and
be able to compensate for distortion
in order to create the form which cor-
responds to reality; For example, he
should convey, architecturally, the

ic calendar which is based .
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concept of the holy and the unholy,
the division between the sanctuary
and the outside world. In order to
achieve this, special attention is
placed on the dividing line, the por-
tal, which will be marked by a small
dome above; Equally, the holiest
area in the sanctuary, the space in
front of the mihrab, will also be
marked by a dome. Height and depth
are achieved on the two axis by the
dome on the one hand, and through
the creation of intervision in space by
arches, or other forms resembling it
The designer should be an educa-
tor. The mosque from the beginning
was also a centre of learning. Later,
the idea of the madrasa as a separ-
ate, but at the same time, integral part
of the mosque developed. The most

. famous madrasa in Baghdad was the

Mustansariyya the Al-Azhar Mosque/
Madrasa in Cairo; Therefore, the de-
signer should incorporate the educa-
tienal dimension into his mosque.
The designer as a anthropologist
Mosque architecture within the Islam-.
ic world enjoys diversity which is the
result of the heterogenous cultural
background of the member nations;
For example, in the eastern part of
the empire, the cultural heritage al-
ready in existence influenced the
way Islamic architecture developed in
the region. The desert experience is,
by its own specific character, conduc-
tive to the formation of different con-
cepts from that of the city experience
and this is one of the underlying
causes of the diversity found in Islam-
ic architecture. All cultures combined
in Cordoba in the magnificent Great
Mosque. The designer should be an
economist and sociologist. He
should be aquainted with the living
habits of the particular society he is
designing for and have a thorough
knowledge of the prevalent state of
the economy. g '
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with the text of the Qur'an and the im-
perative laid down in the Hadiths of
the Prophet Muhammed. He should
know the reasons why certain relig-
ious sects reject certain architectural
elements in mosque architecture
when there is no explicit evidence in
the Qur'an and the Hadiths which for-
bid &. Islamic architecture in the past
were able to achieve maximum coor-
dination of the various factors, in or-
der to ensure that the sanctuary area
with its dome became the most con-
ductive path to communicate with
God. _

The sanctuary should be considered
to be an area which has two axis,
each with a specific role : the horizon-
tal axis and the vertical axis. The latter
represents the spirit which trans-
cends time and space in order to
reach God.At the Ka'ba the two axis
intersect, The horizontal axis defines
the plane of horizontal existence.
The designer should be an artist.
The importance of the visual element
in Islam is one of the imperatives laid
down in the Qur'an. Colour com-
bined with patterns is the most impor-
tant in mosque decoration. The inter-
play between light and colour inside
the sanctuary creates a mystical at-
mosphere which enhances the spirit-
uality of the worshipper. Coloured
tiles decorate the inner surface of the
domes, frequently reminding the
worshipper of the open blue sky,
where the golden layers of the sun
penerate the clear blue colour of the
herizon.

Externally, domes may be decorated
with coloured tiles in order to offset
the hemisphere against an arid geo-
graphical background; However, co-
loured decoration is not universal.
The domes of North Africa received
plain designs on plain sandstone or
mud brick background. The beauty
of the interior was hidden under, rela-
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tively simple, imitating the invisibility
of the world of immeremotions. Ex-
terior patterns were also executed in
brick, terracotta and stucco. Brick and
terracotta dominated mainly in the
east ; stucco mainly in the west.
Arches in the sanctuary were deco-
rated with stucco, black with white, or
red with white stripes, while white

had its origin in pre-Islamic architec-

ture and subsequently found its way
into Islamic architecture calligraphy,
where, as a decorative element, it is
frequently used. It is the visual mode
of communicating the word of God,
as expressed in the Suras of the
Qur'an. The cursive or angular letter-
ing stands out, drawing the attention
of the worshipper to the fact that he
is surrounded by the message of
God, in the House of God.

The designer should be a mathe-
matician. Mathematics and geome-
try are the language of the abstract.
The world of abstract ideas becomes
reality through abstract patterns
which are widely applied as decora-
live motifs in mosque architecture,
because God belongs to the world of
the abstract, wherein he is reality;
The only way that he can be brought
into the werld of reality; The only way
that he can be brought into the world
of reality is through the abstract.
Abstract patterns, together with non-
abstract presentations, adorn the ar-
chitectural componenis in the
mosque, in perfect harmony; The de-
signer should therefore be familiar
with all the abstract geometric pat-
terns which were implemented in

mosque decorating. Considerable .

variation of patterns can be dis-
cerned, for example, in the decora-
tion of the mosque of Bibi Khanum.
The decorative motifs are composed
of baked brick, designed on mathe-
matical manipulation of geometric
patterns and interlaced with floral

______________|AlsaienisisNef ..

compositions from direct observation
of nature.

The designer should be a materials
scientist. He should be familiar with
the most advanced materials and
their availability in the particular re-
gion; For example, in the eastern part
of the Islamic workd, brick was most fa-
voured because of its versatility.
Originally, the brick was unfired, but
later it was fired. As a decorative me-
dium, it is measure and, for this rea-
son, it was decorated with coloured
tiles. It was through the use of brick
that the squinch development which
made the transition from a square to
an octagon, characteristic of Islamic
dome construction.

In North Africa sandstone and mud-
brick were used, however, mudbrick,
due to its mechanical characteristic,
was more suitable for basic architec-
ture.

Today, with the availability of new
building materials, a thick wall of | me-
tre can be replaced by wall of 0.15
ms, achieving the same thermal insu-
lation. It is expected therefore that
the form of mosque architecture will
be subjected to change as a result of
the new building materials.

A designer should also be a furni-
ture expert. He should be-able to
design furniture which are in the right
proportion to the mosque; For exam-
ple, the minbar and its relationship to
the mihrab. He should alse be ac-
quainted with the purpose of the
magqsura and the role it played in the
architectural development of the
dome. Bookshelves and other types
of furniture which are essential fix-
tures in the mosque have well de-
fined roles and meanings, therefore
it is paramount that their appearance
should be in harmony with their sur-
roundings.

. The designer should also be a pho-

tographer. The concept of dark



the same time, with ingenuity, incor-
porate into the mosque all the histori-
cally essential features; For example,
if an external courtyard is not re-
quired, the architect could arrange
the interior of the mosque in such a
way that an area is reserved which
would fulfill the function of the court-
vard. This can be achieved by lower-
ing the floor level of this area and
covering it with a dome which is
pierced by windows in order 1o pro-
vide sufficient lighting .

The designer should also be a
structural engineer. He should
be conversant with the structural
components which appear in
mosque architecture; For example,
he should be able to set a dome on a
square base using modern materials
but, at the same time, he should be
familiar with the structural methods
employed in the past; For example,
in the early mosques, the transition
between the square and the circle
was achieved by pendentives. In the
case of the Great Mosque of Taza,
the square base was transformed
into an octagon by the means of mu-
guarnas pendentive, an example of
which can be found in the Mosques
of Al-Halseim and Al-Guyushi. The dif-
ferent methods of dome construc-
tion should also be familiar to the de-
signer : - the single and double
domes, and domes which possess
an inner dome concealed by conical
roof, e.g. the Gunfad i-Gabus of 398/
107.

An awareness is necessary of the
structure which can be considered as
products of a renaissance of Islamic
architecture, such as those of Kayse-
ri, Silvas and Malatya. The Anatolian
dome became a magnificent manifes-
tation in mosque architecture, attain-
ing perfection through the Gnaznav-
ids and the Seljuks and finally
Ottomans.

cross - section Zaytouna
mosque

The designer should also be a land-
scape architect. He should be fa-
miliar with the reasons why religious
building landscape developed in a
particular way and understand the im-
plicit meaning in its composition.
Landscape which surrounds the
mosque differs from the ordinary
landscape for specific reasons. Invari-
ably, there is a pool in the courtyard.
It serves as a mirror. It reflects not
only the building but the sky above
also, thereby yielding a perfect up-
side down picture, which is ready for
Paradise. At the same time, it given
an extra dimension to the available
space which is always a priority for the
Islamic building.

Climatic factors are very important
when designing a mosque, therefore
the designer should ideally be a me-
teorologist as well. He should fa-
miliarize himself with the composition
of the atmosphere, and should know
about the comfort zone and the bio-
climatic chart; For example, mosques
which are located in desert environ-

ment invariably have courtyards. If
the courtyard is climate dependent,
then the internal components of the
mosque have to offer the replace-
ment or complementary features in
turn. In practical terms, this means
that the shape and size of the sanc-
tuary, in relation to the rest of the
mosque, will in propertion be differ-
ent and interdependent. This in turn
will determine the position and size
of the dome.

Climate factors were taken into ac-
count in the eastern part of the Islam-
ic world, where the climate is much
harsher. Here, the size and position
of the dome is considerably different
from the ones in North Africa. The
congregation preferred to practise
worship in the open area when
weather permitted, facing the Qibla,
and the covered areas were only
used when the weather turned
harsher; During such periods, the
congregation gathered within the
walls of the sanctuary, which was re-
covered by a large dome.

The designer should also be an er-
gohomist, in order to be able to vis-
ualize the movements of the congre-
gation during the performance of the
salat; For example, he should be able
to calculate the distance which is ne-
cessary per capital in relation to the
total available space within the sanc-
tuary. The distance between each in-
dividual worshiper is 120 centimetres
parallel fo the vertical axis of the Qibla
walls and 80 centimetres parallel to
the horizontal axis of the Qibla wall.
The knowledge is paramount when
the pragmatic aspect of accommodat-
ing the maxirmum number of worship-
pers in the closest proximity of the
vertical axis is being considered and
the necessary spacing has to be allo-
cated.

The designer should also be a theo-
logian. He should be conversant
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Attributes a designer ought to have in

order to design The House of God

n order to design a Mosque,

the designer, in the design
process, should be conversant with
many subjects. The information he
acquired will interact in his memory,
on the basis of which, he will create
the design. The designer should pri-
marily be an expert surveyor, The
orientation of the site in the direction
of Mecca and the rest of the area
should be paramount in his mind.
Secondly, the designer should act as
an urban planner. The location of
the building should conform to the
urban setting. If the orientation of the
street is different from the orientation
towards Mecca, he should be able to
compensate for the difference. A
typical example exists in Cairo, from
the Mamluk period, the Mosque of
Al-Azhar and the Sultan Hassan,
where the facade of the Mosque fac-
. es the street and is aligned with it,
the Qibla is built at an angle to com-
pensate for the direction of Mecca
which is at a different angle.
The first problem was solved by the
monumental dimensions of the
dome, the portal and the minaret.
The solution to the second problem
lies in the right alignment of the
prayer hall along the width of the
courtyard, which is often at right an-
gles to the true metaphysical direc-
* tion which is indicated by the Qibla
and accentuated by the mihrab.
Another important factor to be borne
in mind is the urban texture, i.e. the
appearance of the Mosque should
blend in with the surroundings. A
good example is the Mosque of Ibn

Tulun, built in 263/876. The Mosque
is joined by the Dar-al-Imara and is
surrounded by Ziyadas. Another
good example is the Mosque in Re-
gents Park, London. The architectu-
ral style of the mosque blends in with
the Nash buildings around it. It is im-
portant that the building is located in
such a way that it becomes the focal
point of the surrounding area. The
Ottoman Mosque serve as good ex-
amples for this case; They are accom-
panied by tall slender minarets, sin-
gle or multiple domes to draw
attention to the Mosque and, at the
same time, fit in with the architecture
of an overcrowded city.

The designer should also be an ar-
chitect. He should be familiar with
the history of Mosque architecture;
For example, he should be aware of
the reasons why the dome was not
incorporated into mosque architec-
ture until the Umayyad pericd. It is
also important for him to know why
certain ground plans were imple-
mented in different areas at different
times. For example, the mosque

plans for Anatolia and Turkey differ

considerably from other mosque
plans, resembling the ground plans
of the Caravansarais. The architect
should know the architectural com-
ponents of mosque architecture.
During the history of the develop-
ment of the mosque - the dome,
courtyard and minaret assumed a
special spatial relationship, not ne-
cessarily in symmetry, but in harmo-
ny; In most mosques, the courtyard
forms an integral part of the mosque,

Dr. Basil El-Bayati

Mihrab from the western envi-
ronment

but in Cttaman Turkey this was not
the case. It was attached to the
mosque as a separate unit.

Another essential component of
mosque architecture, the minaret
was also treated differently according
to the demands of local architectural
and historical traditions; For example,
in Turkey, in the case of the Bibi Kha-
num Mosque, the Mosque has eight
tall minarets, while most of the North
African Mosques possess only one
minaret, such as Qayrawan. The earli-
est mosque did not have minarets at
all. The architect should comply with
the required, at the samebrief and, at
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EDITORIAL
Market [Architecture

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

1@ el us deviate the discussion of traditional values or cultural identity
in architecture to another stream on market architecture that repre-
sents the majority of buildings in the Arab street or in other words
"street architecture” . The architecture theories and trends are only rele-
vant to those who initiate them, and express them in conferences and
seminars and consequently guide architecture students. They are also
written in books, magazines, researches and studies. But all these ef-
forts have a marginal effect on the existing buildings along the streets.
These theories are lost in the academic dilemma while market architec-
ture is still the reality which represents the majority of what is built in
towns. It is the only architecture that reflects the social values with its
differcnces and contradictions to the extent that informal housing re-
veals the reality of the poor social classes that built them. These houses
are built either for ownership or rent regardless of building rules and
regulations that do not satisfy the need of the poor and middle classes
who are the majority of the society.
Thus the majority of the residents are out of the interest of the archi-
tects and planners who isolate them in special zones in the new cities.
While the best zones are confined to the rich and high classes who
build their palaces, villas and commecrcial and entertainment centers
without any respect to the Islamic values of infegration and coopera-
tion, the fact which creates racial problems.
While the imported planning concept from the Wesl takes into consid-
eration the social and economic harmony in their society, the case dif-
fers in the developing countries where the social gap between classes
is obvious. So the architecture and planning thcorics should originate
from the Islamic perspective which delines the social relationship
among individuals.
Market architecture is seen in the street of Ul'bdfl and informal arcas. It
is also evident in summer and winter resorts where architects design
different models of classic, oriental or western styles and some with-
out any identity. These models are displayed by the real-estate compa-
nies like any other commodity to be sold or bought in the market in or-
der to attract the client.
So, the architects and the owners of the real-estate together with the in-
dividuals cooperate in building the market architecture without any
consideration to social or traditional values but to the moncy interest.
This could be called the dollar architecture which we sce in the archi-
tecture circus where cvery body plays without any rule or regulation or
without any identity or nationality.,
The advertisements and booklets published by the real-estate compa-
nies reveal the surrealistic picture. So, we need to review every thing
published in this field. It is time o search deeply in the integration be-
tween individualism and socialism in design and planning to achieve
what we can call social architecture away from the personal theories of
the pioneers who design for the private and not for the public.
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