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unl-bull

mtsubisni Psncii pwsants a wida range of sly‘iish milar pens
~ that are pleasurable to use and produce results of
the highest quality. Thanks o advanced research,
the water and fade-proof pigment ink flows
‘smoothly and cleanly first time, every time.
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CPAS NELWDS

* Dr.Farouk Hosny, Minister of Culture,
has donated 15,000 L.E. to support the
activity and equipment of Alam Al-Benaa
Magazine, for its leading role in tha Arab
Architectural work.

*Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim and Dr.Mohamed
Abdelbaki had travelled to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia upon an invitation from Un-
dersecretary of State for Ministry of Pub-
lic Work and Housing, where Dr.
Abdelbaki had given a lecture about
"Architecture in Islam", during the even-
ing of Islamic Architecture and Heritage
ameng the activities of the National Fes-
tival of Janadria.

* Dr. Abdelbaki also had given a lecture
about "Argument of Architecture Between
Individualism and Collectivism”, before
the Saudi Association for Urban Science
in Riyadh, and a lecture about "The Prob-
lem of Building Architectural Thinking and
the Educational Operation", before the -
Association - inJeddah. Many Architects
and people concerned with Architecture
And Built Environment in the KSA have
attended the lectures.

* Dr. Abdelbaki has received an invita-
tion from the Agha Khan Crganization for
Islamic Architecture to participate in the
discussion about the Local Architecture
in the Middle East which will be held in
Amman, the capital of Jordan, on 25 &
26/4/1997.

* Dr.Ahmad Refaat, Head of Sanitary En-
gineering Unit, had travelled to Muscat in’
the Sultanate of Oman, to give lectures
in "Sanitary Drainage and Water Hygiene"
dl.rjring the training course organized by
Eng. Amany El-Demiry, Head of Training
Unit, for the sake of Ministry of Re-
gional Municipalities and Environment.

* Eng. Sami El-Hadary, Consultant of
Electrical Engineering, has travelled to
Yemen to look after the work going on in
the four Faculties of Education in Yemen.

* Eng. Sherif El-Gehary had made many
tests on the process of manufacturing
interlock bricks to use it as a new meth-
od to build houses for low-income peo-
ple, as apart of his sharein the works
of the Central Association for Sheltering
the Needy. He is also studying the way of
fabricating the manual pistons manufac-
turing interlock bricks in Egypt, with test-
ing the optimal design to manufacture
ceilings in a suitable way for the society
and Egyptian Environment.
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rus that has contaminated many ar-
chitects. But like every virus it will go
away.

Z.G. DECONSTRUCTIONISM.
M.B. Architecture is construction not
de-construction. All styles will go but
architecture will stay.

Z.G. ALL BUT MY CLIENTS
AND A FEW FRIENDS CON-
SIDER MY BUILDINGS OUT OF
PLACE AND UGLY," THIS IS A

QUOTE BY YOU, IN BOB
STERN'S BOOK "MODERN
CLASSICISM". DO YOU STILL
THINK S0O7?

M.B. | never said that. | do not re-

menber, and | doubt that | would
have said this.

Z.G. YOU HAVE BUILT BOTH
IN EUROPE AND NORTH
AMERICA. HOW DO YOU
COMPARE THE PERCEPTION
OF YOUR WORK IN THE TWO
CONTINENTS?

M.B. Here the system is very dif-
ferent. It is much more technologi-
cal. North Ametrica is a place of as-
sembling things rather than
construction. It reflects the organi-
zation of society.

Z.G. YOU MENTIONED LAST
NIGHT, AT THE LECTURE,
THAT IN ONE OF YOUR
OFICCE BUILDINGS, YOU
BROUGHT THE CITY INTO
THE BUILDING, RATHER
THAT THE BUILDING TO THE
CITY, CAN YOU ELABORATE
ON THAT SUBJECT?

M.B. 1had a situation where there
other buildings. | had to adjust the
building to the city. I didit insucha
way that the city entered the build-
ing. | created a void in the building to
receive the city, andto enclose it in
the same of urban space.

Z.G. THIS IS YOUR SECOND
DAY IN TORONTO. HOW DO
YOU LIKE CANADA'S
ARCHITECTURE?

M.B. | have seen very little of Toron-

12/ 189

to, When you arrive you only get the
spirit of Canada, but it is definitely a
city of the seventies. It definitely
needs corrections to make it more
livable.

Z.G. | LIKE TO KNOW YOUR
OPINION ON CERTAIN
FAMOUS PROJECTS, FIRST,
THE AT & T BUILDING.

M.B. It is not the best by Philip
Johnson, | like the young Philip
Johnson's work.

Z.G. THE PORTLAND BY
MICHAEL GRAVE.

M.B. It is a model in grandeur. |
would like to speak well of the good
architects.

Z.G. THE HABITAT IN MON-
TREAL.

M.B. When it was done, It was a
very important building. | saw some
post medern building in Jerusalem,
but | definitely like the Habitat by
Moshe Safdie.

Z.G. YOU WERE ONE OF THE
JURORS OF THE NEW PARIS
OPERA, HOW DO YOU LIKE
THE BUILT PROJECT BY
CARLOS OTT?

M.B. |am not happy.

Z.G. HOW ABOUT THE CON-
TROVERSY OF THE JURY'S
CONFUSION BETWEEN
CARLOS OTT AND RICHARD
MEIER?

M.B. The jury gave an opinion, but
the minister made the choice.

Z.G. WHAT WAS YOUR
TOUGHEST PROJECT?

M.B. Usually the smaller the project
the thougher the project, like design-
inga chair. The most difficult is the
next.

Z.G. ANY DREAM PROJECT
THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
DO?
M.B.
city.
Z.G. YOUR LAST WORD?

M.B. Architecture is not an aestheti-
cal, itis an ethical thing.

| would like to do one in the
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tecture, into space.From this point
of view, he is truly a character of the
20th Century, he was able to trans-
form Neo Classic architecture into
Modern architecture. So the histori-
cal importance of this man is very
real. He is not related to the prob-
lems or issues of his kind, he had
an incredible intuition of all the me-
chanical desires of man kind of the in-
dustrial society from this point of
view,he is really one of the great per-
sonalities of our century.

Z.G. WHAT KIND OF PROJECT
DID YOU WORK ON WHILE
YOU WERE AT HIS OFFICE?
M.B. A hospital of Venice.

Z.G. HOW LONG DID YOU
WORK WITH LE CORBUSIER?
M.B. | worked for3 or 4 months in
Venice before his death. He had a
studio there. He did research there
with his partners. After his death |
stilf worked in his office in Paris. |
had a relationship with Le Corbusi-
ers partners and collaborators rath-
er than with Le Corbusier himself.

Z.G.YOU ALSO WORKED FOR
LOUIS KHAN, WHERE DID
YOU MEET HIM?

M.B. In 1869, when he was asked to
do the Palais de Congress, in Ven-
ice. | was asked to be the liaison be-
tween the City of Venice and Louis
Khan through Joseph Materiol, a
friend of Carlo Scarpa, the great ar-
chitect. Louis Kahn said he needed
the drawings of the floor plan. | was
a boy, | was in Venice and studying
there and | would send him every-
thing he needed. When Louis Kahn
came to present the project in Ven-
ice, it was easy for me to help. |
worked with him for three weeks. We
prepared together a show, a rather
memorable one, in the Dueteshe
Palace, in Venice. | helped him with
ail this exhibition he was preparing.

ZG.SOITWAS A KIND OF
COLLABORATION.

M.B. Yes, we worked together, in
this specific case also with his as-
sistant,

Z.G. WHO INFLUENCED YOU
MOST IN YOU REAR
LYCAREE?

M.B. All the history of architecture,
| started from a young Architect, stu-
dying at the Ticino School, which was
very Wrightian. Then | met Le Cor-
busier and then Louis Kahn, Carlo
Scarpa.

Z.G.WHAT DO YOU THINK OF
LE CORBUSIER'S PLAN FCR
PARIS IN 19257

M.B. Basically it was a project of the
thirites. Itis not possible to judge it
today, it was a project of great dem-
olitions, of social grandeur, of great
perspectives, it was made for 3 mil-

lion people with a heroic ideal of ar-

chitecture of the great elegance, with
great green spaces.

Today, it is difficult to criticize it, but
you have to read it as architecture. It
is too easy to critique it today, it does
not even make sense, because 60
years have gone by. Architecture is
also the daughter of its own time.

It is silly to critique today after seeing
a copulation of 60 years of architec-
ture. We cannot just blame him for

the interpretation given later. Itis like

judging a historical moment with to-
day's parameters.

Z.G.DID YOU MEET FRANK
LLOYD WRIGHT?
M.B. No,but | met his work.

Z.G. IN 1976 YOU WERE A VI-
SITING PROFESSOR AT THE-

POLYTECHNICAL SCHOOL
OF LAUSANNE IN SWIT-
ZERLAND. DO THE

SCHOOLS OF TODAY, HAVE
THE ABILITY TO HELP MOVE
THE ARCHITECTURAL STU-
DENTS BEYOND THE STYLES
OF ARCHITECTURE. THAT
WE FOLLOW NOW, AND
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE
EFFECT OF THE COMPUTER
ON EDUCATION?

M.B. Schooling in my opinion has
succeeded to control the great con-
tradictions of our time. So far, it has

I LM DL BENGC

i

Museum of modern art , st.
Francisco

answered in a very technical way, but
has not realized that reat problems,
are the humanistic problems. School
has looked for solutions, but the
beauty of the school in my opinion
is instead of asking questions, it rais-
es problems. The schools have to
reflect on the text of the moment,
the. disciple can truly interrogate it-
self. Regarding the computer, it is
only atool. It cannct do anything by
itself. You have to use this tool well
or badly.

Z.G. CAN YOU DESCRIBE
THE MORBIO INFERIORE
SCHOOL, THAT WAS  ONE
OF YOUR EARLY PRO-
JECTS, BACK IN 19722

M.B. lis a structure which is very
long, 100 meters, the geomelry is
very strong, which conforms {o the
landscape which is very organic, so |
do not think | really followed the
landscape, there is a conirast.

Z.G. ALL YOUR WORK, SO
FAR, 1S MOLDERNISTIC,
THERE HAVE BEEN LATELY
SOME CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE MOVE-
MENTS THAT DOMINATED
THE DESIGN FIELD. | WOULD
LIKE TO GET YOUR OPINION
ON SOME OF THEM,
STARTING WITH POST MOD-
ERNISM,

M.B. Post-modernism is a virus, A vi-
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DIALOGUES
AND
INTERVIEWS WITH
MASTERS
OF
CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTS

By : Zak Ghanim

Z2.G. LAST NIGHT, AT YOUR
LECTURE AT THE DESIGN
EXCHANGE IN TORONTO,
YOU MENTIONED THAT YOU
WANTED TO BE AN
ARCHITECT, EVEN IN YOUR
CHILDHOOD, HOW DID THAT
COME ABOUT?

M.B. It is a passion without any
rules. It is like falling in love. [ knew
that | wanted to build, | knew that |
was much more at ease with the
images rather than with sound.
Therefore, from this point | looked
for an activity where images be-
comes the filter of so many other
things, and then every ting fol-
lowed very smoothly. There are no
difficulties where there isa will.

Z.G.IN 1965, WHILE YOU
WERE A STUDENT, YOU
WORKED FOR LE CORBUS-
IER, CAN YOU TELL ME
ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE
IN WORKING WITH THIS
MASTER?

M.B. Le Corbusier is to architec-
ture what Einstein is to Physics.You
can love him, but you have to
come to terms with him. Le Cor-
busier was abie to transform the
political, or social events in archi-
tecture. Every occasion from the
post war construction, gave the view
of new capitals, it is a modern or-
ganization of space of the life of
modern man. Le Curbusier, in a way,
is a sacred monster. He is an icon,
because every time he could trans-
form the demands of man in archi-
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MARIO BOTTA

Mario Botta

TIME: 9:30 A M.
DATE: FRIDAY,SEP.15,1995

LOCATION: LIBRARY, THE ITALIAN CUL-
TURE CENTRE

ADDRESS: 469 HURON ST., TORONTO,
ON. CANADA

INTERPRETER: DR. FRANCESCA VALENTE,

DIRECTOR OF ICC.

BIOGRAPHY Of MARIO BOTTO

ario Botta was born on April 1st,

-1943 in Mendrisio-Ticino, Switzer-
land, where he attended Genestrerio
school and Mendrisio secondary school.
From 1958 to 1961, Mario Bolta ap-
prenticed with Carloni and Camenisch
Architects in Lugano, Switzerland,
then attended the Art College in Milan,
Italy form 1961 to 1964. In 1964 he en-
tered the “Istituto Universitario di
Architettura” in Venice, Italy, where he
studied untl 1969. During his universi-
ty years, as a student he did practical
work in the sutdio of Le Corbusier,
working on a new hospital project, in
Venice, Italy with Jullian de la Fuente
and Jose Oubrerie.
Mr. Botta collaborated with Louis Kahn
in 1969, for the exhibition of the new
project for The Congress building in
Venice, Italy, That year also he gradu-
ated at the UIA, Venice, the examin-
ers were Carlo Scarpa and Giuseppe
Mazzariol, then started his own ac-
tivity as an architect in Lugano, Swit-
zerland.
In 1976 Mr. Botta was a visiting pro-
fessor at the "Ecole Polytechnique Fede-
rale” in Lausanne, Switzerland, In 1983
he became an Honorary Fellow of the
BDA (Bund Deutscher Architekien), An
Honorary fellowshipof the AIA (the
American Institute of Architects) soon
followed in 1954.
In 1985 he won the "Beton” Prize for
architecture,, in Zurich; Switzerland, and
the "Chicago Architecture Award"
in1986. In 1989 he was given the
"Baksteen Award” of The Royal Dutch

organization, in the Netherlands. Also,
presented in the same year, was the
CICA Award (International Committee
of Architectural Critics) Buenos Aires,
Argentina in occasion of the Internation-
al Biennial of Architecture.
From 1982 till 1987, he was the mem-
ber of the "Swiss federal Commission
of Art", In 1987 he was a visiting pro-
fessor at the Yale School of
Architecture, New Haven Connecticut,
USA. In 1989 he became an Honorary
professor at the "Escuela de Altos Estu-
dios del CAYC,” Buenos Aires,
Argentine.
In 1991 he became a member of the
"Academie d'Architccture, " Paris,
France. He received the "Iside e Cesare
Lavezzari, Chiasso, Switzerland, in that
year, also.
An Honorary Fellowship to the
"Accademia di Belle Arti di Brera,” Mi-
lan, Ttaly was to follow in 1993. In ad-
dition to the "Marble Architectural
Award," Carrara, Italy, along with the
CICA Award (International Committee
of Architectural Critics) Buenos Aires,
Argentina in occasion of the Interna-
tional Biennial of Architecture.
An Honorary Fellowship of Cam-Sam|
(Colegio de Arquitectos de la Ciudad
de Mexico-Sociedad de Arquitectos
Mexicanos) was given to Mario Botta
in 1994, and in 1995 a Merit
Award for Excellence in Design-
AJA,California for the San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art in association
with Hulmuth, Obata & Kassabaum,
Inc
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The Rab' of Inal; Plan

Elevations

The rab' elevation consisted of a rep-
etition of typical window correspond-
ing to one apartment. The typical
Mamluk arrangement consisted of
two rows of triple windows for each
unit. The rab' of Qaytbay at al-
Azhar,1477 AD is an example of
this organization. There were origi-
nally two levels of duplex apart-
ments, of which only one remains.
The rab' of Qaytbay at Bab al-
Nasr,1480 AD had a similar organiza-
tion but with a variation. The three
lower windows of each unit were sub-
stituted by a single window. Another
example is the rab'of al-Ghun at al-
Azhar, 1504 AD, which had the typ-

ical two rows of triple windows. In
aiddition, it had a row of mashra-

biyyas for the upper level of the
triple unit. In the Northern Cemet-
ery, another trend prevailed, a long
central window was flanked by two
smaller ones. This arrangement
was applied in all the rab's in this
area like the rab' of Inal, 1451-61AD
and the rab' of Qaytbay, 1474 AD.
Until the early Ottoman period, the
typical triple windows arrangement
was still used, as inthe rab' of al-
Tibbana at Suqal-Silah, 1522 AD.

In later examples, the triple windows
reduced to double or single win-
dows, like the rab' Qizlar at al-
Hilmiyya, 1648-9 AD.

Wakalat Bazar'a; Pilan

Conclusion.

After this brief presentation of the
rab' there are two points that | would
like to maintain. The first is the
persistence of the type through
around 350 years with only minor va-
riations. Andre Raymond, through
his analysis of Ottoman docu-
ments, estimated that by the end of
the 18th century, 15,000 persons
live in rab's out of the 250,000 total
population of Cairo then, that is
around 13% of the population. This
indicates that the rab'inthe Mam-
luk pericd had reached a model
which was so efficient that it did not
need to be further developed. Sec-
ondly the rab' can be seen as a mini-
ature copy of the large houses of
the elite. It was meant to provide an
agreable, yet affordable dwelling for
the lower-middle class.

And last but not least, the concepts
applied in the design of this old
dwelling type are strikingly modem.
The use of a modular unit, the idea
of the duplex with a double-height
area, the arrangement of the plan to
minimize drainage cost and the use
of the roof are all modern concepts
applied nowadays in similar types of
projects. In fact, it is modernity, |
think, that gives the rab' its excep-
tional significance.

9/189
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Plan of ground floor

Wakalat al-Ghuri

tangle. The lower level contained
the vestibule, the main living space
and some utilities. The main living
space was a double-height. It can
be considered a reduced version of
the ga'a, the typical living space of
the Cairene house. It consisted of
an iwan, the main sitting area, and a
durga'a, a smaller space used for
circulation. The iwan was usually
one step higher than the durga'a.
Utilities included a latrine, a kitch-
en, a staircase and optionally a store
room, a sleeping room (khizana naw-
miyya) or a water jar recess
(mazmala). The upper level con-
tained sleeping rooms and some of
the utilities. There were typically
two levels of windows on the main
living space to allow sufficient venti-
lation and light inside the units. The
roof was divided by high walls into
private parts, corresponding to the
units below. Thus, each unit had a
private open terrace. The structural
system was not the regular bear-
ing-wall system. Instead, the wood-
en ceiling was supported on massive
piers (Fig.2). The walls between
them were not structural but merely
partitions. The units were arranged

8/189

so that the latrines of each two
units are attached, thus they drain
into one chute in the wall.

How Were These Units
Arranged in the Plan?

There were two types of the
rab'.

The first type was free-standing, in
which the units were arranged along
the street. In this case, the ground
floor contained either a row of shops
or residential units (Fig.3, a & b).

The second type was built above a
commercial structure like a wakala (a
market place). In this case, the wa-
kala occupied the ground fioor, and
sometimes a mezzanine, and the
rab' was on the upper storeis (fig.3,
c).

Examples

Plans

The rab' of Inal in the Northern Ce-
metery, 1451-61 AD is an example
of a free-standing rab'. ltis on the
north-western side of the religious
complex. Being in the cemetery,
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there was no restriction to the plot
shape, thus the units were regular
rectangles. The rab' of al-Ghuriin
Al-Azhar,1504 AD was built above a
wakala, the living units were arranged
around its court. Despite the irregu-
larity of the plan outline, the main
living space of each unit is a regular
rectangle, the irregularity is handled
in the services area. Each unit was a
triplex, a type that was not very com-
mon. The upper level occupied the
whole area of the unit and overrode
the corridor. The units over-looked
the street whenever possible, which
contradicts with the idea of the intro-
vert nature of Islamic houses.
Access to the rab' units was
through a separate entrance, via a
staircase then a corridor. There was
no connection between the rab' and
the wakala below. The rab' of Bazar'a
in Gammaliyya,17th century AD is an
Ottoman example. It wasalso built
above a wakala. Although abouta
century later, the units still had al-
most the same plan. Yet, the units
were irregular compared to the previ-
ous Mamluk examples. The units
also opened into the street
wherever possible.



during the Mamluk and the Otio-
man periods, 15th-18th centuries.

Many texts mention the existence of
tenant buildings in Cairo at a much
earlier date. For example, Nasiri
Khusraw, in his description of Cairo
in the 11th century, mentions ten-
ant buildings that sheltered up to
350 dwellers. Yet, the rab' in the
specific sense of a rental block con-
sisting of typical multi-level units is
not documented before the Mamluk
period.

Before discussing the main features
of the rab' and its development,
there is an important question to be
answered, that is, "Who lived in the
rab'?"

Who lived in the Rab'?

From the acounts of medieval Arab
historians, we know that the emirs
and rich merchants lived in large
houses that they owned. The up-
per-middle class also had their own
houses, though they were smaller.
But these historians rarely mention
middle-class housing. However,
from the valuable collection of docu-
ments we have in Cairo, including
contracts, endowment deeds and
the archives, we know that the mem-
bers of the lower-middle class lived
in rab's. These included, for in-
stance, artisans and small shop-
keepers. Also from the documents,
we know that rab's were built either
as waqfs, that is, endowments for re-
ligious purposes, or as a kind of pri-
vate investment. This means that
their revenue was quite substantial.
Therefore, they were not affordable
for the poor.

The Main Features of
the Rab'

The Typical Unit Plan

The rab' consisted of an arrange-
ment of typical living units (fig.1)
Each unit was an apartment on two
levels. Its shape was roughly a rec-

A Entry lcvel.

B: Mezzanine level.

mansmamee=

C: Section.
Figure 1
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THE RAB'’

A Collective Cairene Dwelling Type

Definition and Histori-
cal Background

If | told someone who is not familiar
with the domestic architecture of

Cairo about a residential building of
which each unit is a duplex apart-
ment, he would think that | am talk-
ing about an example of modern ar-
chitecture. In fact, this is the

description of an old Cairene dwell-
ing type, namely the rab', The word
rab' is derived from the Arabic root
raba'a, which means to dwell. So the
rab’, generally, means a dwelling or
a home. Yel, in medieval docu-
ments, it was used to denote a spe-
cific type of dwelling, thatis, a mul-
ti-unit rental block, commen in Cairo

o

Wakalat al-Ghuri; Court Yard
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Arch. Ahmed Hassaballah, AUC

Wakalat al-Ghuri; Main Facade

Wakalat Qaytbay
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EDITORIAL

ORGANIZING URBAN CONSUL-
TANCY WITHIN THE GATT
FRAMEWORK

Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

mong the principles of the GATT which seeks to liberate trade betwesn na-
g tions, there is a principle related to unrestricting the assignment of con-

sultative work. Some states have postponed applying the terms of the agree-
ment until their conditions are settled. Such states were granted a convenient
grace period tillthe year 2000 after which a trade race concurrent with the con-
sultative race will start, any consultancy anywhere will submit its technical and
financial bids for any project announced by varied countries. Hence real rivalry
will begin between the consultancy offices in both developed and developing
countries. Foreign offices will be entitled tc establish their own affiliates inside
countries such as the Arab states.
Competition among consultancy offices will be confined to production efficiency
and low costs - a field in which the developed states proved to be more advanced
than the developing ones. Hence the arab consultancy offices will be forced to
adopt themselves to such new circumstances, either by upgrading their perfor-
mance so as 1o reach the competitive level with the foreign offices or by remaining
unchanged, working in small projects and ultimately lose the local market before
the fereign rivalry, So far, most of the Arab consultancy offices bear this in
mind. Most of them are still working within the traditional framework of architectu-
ral production as to design, er planning, or menitoring the execution, or project
management. In Addition to moving within the limited frame of small projects - a
matter which is ne longer appropriate under GATT that needs great consultative
formations fulfiled at the highest level of organiations performance and produc-
tion sothat they can withstand the strong competitiveness.
The problem is not confined to competing with foreign offices in the consultative
market in the Arab states. However, it extends to a much more dangercus dimen-
sion when there is an increase in the volume of imports especially building mate-
rials and building fittings from the developed states that started invading the Arab
states with their modern products such as finishing materials, modern chemicals,
technical fittings, insulating materials, carpentry, sanitary works, flocring materi-
als - all these constitute nearly 65% of the building components,
All this is considered a pant of the invasion of the developing countries that fail to
reach- with their products in the field of construction and building - the exporting
level attained by the developed countries.
However, if the Arab consultancy offices have the opportunity now to adopt their
positions and upgrade their performance so that they could withstand the foreign
rivalry, it is difficult to predict the high level the Arab production can attain in re-
spect of materials and building fittings unless such offices cooperate with each oth-
er to confront the anticipated economic invasion from the west embodied in its tech-
nically advanced exports. Likewise, Arab consultancy offices should show
solidarity to create strong consultative fronts capable of withstanding consultative
invasion within the GATT framework.
The pen has run dry due to constant calls for bringing together the Arab architects
whether in a union, er an organization, or a conference that brings them closer.
Alas, the reaction of the Arab architects is not up to the level of responsibility. The
GATT danger is inevitably approaching; the Arab Cosultancy offices have to get up
and act in concert to confront this danger. Truely, the Union of the Engineering
Consultants, an affiliate of the Arab Engineers Union, is established. However, this
union neither played a significant role nor manifested an efficiency in strengthen-
ing the relation between the Arab Consultancy offices at least through a confer-
ance to unite them and to study means of confronting the inevitable GATT danger.
The Arab architects have a huge responsibility towards the profession and them-
selves - a matter which requires a tremendous awakening before it is too late and
before the Arab architect finds himself on the periphery of the architectural move-
ment if it is adopted by non Arabs within the framework of the GATT. Consequently,
a word of warning is due concerning the winds of GATT which are about to uproot
green and Land alike, whereby the Arab architect will be a miserable indtruder.
May Ged bear witness; | hereby warn you.
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