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CPAS NELWS

*Dr. Arch. Mohamed Abdelbaki lbra-
him, assistant editor-in-chief of. Alam
Al-Benaa magazine, has been as-
signed vice president for CPAS, and
will have all the competent authorities
of the President. Also, Eng. Ossama
Amer, head of Supervision Unit, has
been promoted as CPAS Technical
manager, and shall have the compe-
tent authorities to supervise CPAS
eight units.

* Dr. Arch. Mohamed Abdelbaki Ibra-
him has participated in the Seminar "
Environmental management - Metho-
dology, objectives and application
held in the Higher Studies and Re-
search Institute, Alexandria Universi-
ty. The Seminar aimed at identifying
the Environmental Management
Methodology, Environmental Policy
and GIS.

* The Second Training Course for the
year 1996 was held on " Construction
Management " in which a number of
Palestinian engineers participated.
All participants were satisfied by the
course and its organization.

* The development project of Gabal
Omar area, over looking the Holy
Mosque (Mecca), has been displayed
before the Owner. All the viewers
were impressed by the work level.

* El-Sheikh Essa sports village in Is-
mailia has been handed over to the
governorate by CPAS, the designer
and consultant.

* Alam Al-Benaa has organized a
number of fairs for selling the availa-
ble issues of the magazine besides
CPAS other publications, at architec-
ture departments in Faculties of Engi-
neering in Ein Shams and Cairo Uni-
versities, as well as Faculty of Fine
Arts, Helwan University.

* The Board of Directors of the Cen-
tral Society for Sheltering the Needy
(CSSN) has received an invitation
from the Saudi - Egyptian financing
bank to discuss the work plan and to
open a special account for the Socie-
ty. They will also discuss holding a
series of lectures to review the inter-
national trials for sheltering and em-
gloying the poor.
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Design of a Facade for Venice Biennale,

1980. ways need to build a thousand room hotel

or a million square foot office building,
and | think he is right. I'm not sure that
we always need to build these big build-
ings. We do them for our vanity, maybe
we should build pyramids, just for sacred
objects, and the rest of the buildings
should be modest ones.

Z.G. Can you tell us about your
Chicago tribune competition re-
entry?

B.S. It was for an exhibition that was or-
ganized 10 years ago by Stanley Tiger-
man. He asked many different architects
if they could assume that the Chicago
Tribune competition, held in 1921, was
being held again. It was a way to critique
contemporary architecture, and at the
time, most contemporary office buildings
were big boxes of mirror and glass. Our
design provided a glorious top, some
playful surface and an extraordinary bot-
tom for an imaginary skyscraper.

Z.G. Any proposals for a real
skyscraper?

B.S. We have a design for a major build-
ing in San Francisco, whose ecomony is
not going forward at the moment.

Z.G. Did the Ilatest recession
have an effect on your office?

B.S. Well,| have been pretty lucky over
the years not to have done too much dig-
ging. But | would like to build in Asia, be-
cause there is a lot of work there, and it
is very interesting, culturally. | have
been there to talk to people about work.
Who knows if | will get any or not? We did
build also in Japan.

Z.G. Have you done any work in
Canada?

B.S.We are doing a house in North near
Toronto.

Z.G. How do you see the future
of architecture?

B.S. Confusion is the negative side of a
constant search for good ways to do

things. Also, young architects always
want to provoke. | did so when | was
young, so | am trying very hard to keep
my mind open to the young.

Z.G. How do you sum up your
Philosophy?

B.S. Well, I'm still old fashion. | still be-
lieve you have to have a good plan to
start a building. You have to understand
the way you move throught it, the way
the functional problems, that are set out
by the client, are solved. | think most
buildings conform to traditional topology,
some kind of type or another, and once in
a while you are faced with something that
seems quite far away from what hap-
pened in the past, but most things don't.
| always search to the analogy of the
past, and then try to move with that anal-
ogy to make a specific solution that is
new and confronting us. Some architects
get bored with what they did yesterday
so they want to do something else. | am
not so easily bored.

Z.G. Do you have time for your-
self with all this work around?

B.S. For myself, or for my architecture?
Sometimes | wonder if | have time for my
architecture. Well | do not have time to
do other things, | just do my work. Last
night | went home at nine and | was back
in the office at eight a.m. so | was feeling
very sorry for myself, but that is not al-
ways the case. | have partners that give
a big hand.

Z.G. What do you think of decon-
structionism?

B.S. Well, | do like the energy of it, and
the provocation in it. A lot of it is what |
would call extra-architectural. It is like
paintings that have been built into three
dimensions, and | don't think that is very
satisfying. It is so dynamic that it de-
stroys the calm relationship from building
to building, which you need if you want to
have a good city street or neighbour-
hood. The freedom today is that every-
one can do his own thing. It is so much
better today than when | was in architec-
tural school.

Z.G. Do you think that every
master of contemporary archi-
tecture is known for a specific
style?

B.S. When they picked the winning entry
for the Paris Opera House they got the
wrong one because of the style of archi-
tecture. It seemed to be Richard Meier,
but it was net. | would not have made that
mistake. They did not get a very good
building.
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SYNOPSIS

* Subject of the issue:
Modern Museums Design.

* Projects of the issue:

- The Municipal Museum of
Modern Art, Nagoya (Japan)
Arch. Kisho Kurokawa

The Museum has an open form
which is entered via porticos and
pergolas. It is based on the inter-
action of two sections: one
houses the museum rooms
proper and the other opens to
an angle of 30 degrees, where
the entrances, stairways and at-
tached services are situated.

- Cavern of life, the
"House of Humanity", Coro-
na, Spain. Arch. A rata Isozaki.
A numinous museum lies at the
sea's edge.

- Blue Heaven, antiquities
museum, Arles (France)

Arch. Henri Ciriani.

The museum extends spatial
disciplines of Corbusian Mod-
ernism.

* Architectural Details:
The Menil Collection Mu-
seum, Houston (USA)

Arch. Renzo Piano

The museum has a domestic,
anti-monumental atmosphere. It
is essentially composed of fibre -
laminated elements, repeated
up to 300 times, which achieves
high levels of natural light. The
upper floor rieses to allow the
system of fibre laminates which
light the rooms to pass under-
neath it.

* Technical Article:

Part two of the four-article series
on ‘“Innovative thought in
Architecture" by Arch. Nouby M.
Hassan

"The Innovative Process
in the Architectural Design
Process".




can do, is to look at traditional ways of
building traditional styles, traditional
crafts and see if they can be brought for-
ward and made a part of the modern
world. | think the search for traditional ar-
chitecture, in a country like Egypt, which
Hassan Fathy represents, is extremely
important, and the work that he did
should be not only for small buildings, but
also adapted to a much larger scale of ar-
chitecture of our time.

Z.G. How long do you think Post-
Modernism will last?

B.S. | think many different people do
many different things, there is no one
style, that is the fabulous thing about our
present. What is Post-Modernism? It is
the kind of thing you do, that is one way
of going about it, but | think there are
many more. | have tried to use traditional
architecture, so sometimes my work is
traditional, and sometimes | can be very
playful. | try to make my decisions on
how to go, on the basis of the job, and
what is appropriate for the project. Other
architects, such as Richard Meier, do a
kind of modern architecture. He has a
very strict way of doing it, but his work is
really post-modern in the sense that it is
a revival that looks back to the 20's and
30's. His skills as an architect are uti-
lized more than his total inspiration of the
past.

Z.G. Since we talked about the
middle east | wonder if you have
any projects to do there?

B.S. People have called and talked to
me from time to time, but nothing seems
to have come of it. | certainly would love
to work on it. The only country that | have
seen in the Middle East is Egypt.

Z.G. When was that?
B.S. | was there in 1987 to see the big

sights of the Pyramids and the Nile. It
was a pleasure trip, | saw everything |

wanted to see except Abu Simbel, which
| regret. | saw the Mosques in Cairo. |
thought that they were fantastic, not
more than the pyramids, but as interest-
ing in their own way.

Z.G.Can you tell me about some
of the architects you mentioned
in your very first book " FORTY
UNDER FORTY".

B.S. Well, it was a pretty good selection,
and | really have not looked at it in years.
There was Richard Meier, Charles Gwath-
mey, Robert Venturi, Hugh Hardy, | can't
remember if Michael Graves is in it but |
am almost certain he is. Peter Eisenman,
Charles Moore and Stanley Tigerman
were also there, | think.

Z.G. At what point in your life did
you select architecture as a ca-
reer?

B.S. In my early youth, | did not know
what | wanted to do, but | was always
very interested in buildings and particu-
larly in the architecture of New York.

Z.G. The Series "Pride of Place”,
how did it come about?

B.S. Oh, "Pride of Place", is one of

those stories that comes once in a life-
time. It was my movie star period. | was
running a project for Columbia University
and | went to see one of the Mobil Oil ex-
ecutives, who was in charge of the televi-
sion program. | wanted him to allocate
some funds for this architectural project
at Columbia. He proposed an architectu-
ral but also educational TV series that
would cover every subject known to man.
| agreed, and gave him two or three
names of people who could handle this
program, He said, "No | want you to do it".
He gave me some funds, and said go
write a proposal. So | went and wrote a
proposal. he said "Okay, we will make the
series". This series was not meant for ar-
chitects, it was basically for the public.

Z.G. How long did it take you to
produce?

B.S. Well, | think it started in 1982 and
in 1986 it aired, so it took about 4 years.
| spend a lot of time going around the
sites, then | would bomb into my office. It
was chaotic.

Z.G. Any chance of a sequel?

B.S. No. The oil business is not what it
used to be.

Z.G. Whom were you inspired by
in your architecture?

B.S. Of historical architects, | think that
Sir Edwin Lutyens inspired me, because
of his free classical approach, and his
great special ideas, particularly with his
own house, where he really allowed him-
self to play. He created a very free
space and did it with very basic materi-
als, chaotic sometimes. | love his mas-
tery in design of houses and gardens,
and his ability to work with great skill at a
human scale. Like you see in the public
buildings in New Delhi, India. He took the
western classical traditions and married
them to the local forms of international
style. So he really did something that not
many architects have been able to
achieve. His work was very specific to a
culture that is quite foreign to him, and
more interestingly, his designs were em-
braced by the local people.

Z.G. What do you think of the
book "Vision of Britain" by
Prince Charles?

B.S. Well, | think he was trying to make

a point, that someone else already has
made before. But when someone of his
visibility, power, office and funds makes
a statement, it makes it very different,
and | think he is saying very important
things. | think most modern buildings are
rather second rate, and the problem of
our time, the 20th century, is that sec-
ond rate buildings are built from very
lousy materials, with flashy effects, and
there are a lot of them. You know, many
buildings used brick or dried mud by
some superb craftsmen who took a little
time to create wonderful towns that we
know all around the world. Traditional
towns in our time are not able to do that,
we make rather shabby things, too
flashy, too much chromium, too many
bright lights and too much plastic. All
these materials do not wear well. So
Charles makes some wonderful points
but whether we should turn back the
clock or not is another question. We
have all these great styles, and maybe
we can build to these same standards to-
day. He is questioning whether we al-
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DIALOGUES
AND

INTERVIEWS
WITH MASTERS
OF
CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE

By: Zak Ghanim

Z.G. You worked for Richard Mei-
er early in your career.Can you
brief me on the kind of experi-
ence you gained in his office?

B.S. He was a young architect; | was
even younger, | worked on a couple of
residential projects. One was a renova-
tion in New Jersey. The other was an ad-
dition to a house that was owned by Meil
Brooks and Anne Bancroft, the actress.
That didn't get built, There was no more
work, and | had a chance to do a house
on my own. Later on | worked for the City
of New York as an urban designer and
since then | have been on my own.

Z.G. You had a partnership with
John Hagmann. What kind of
working relationship did you
have?

B.S. It was not so easy, because when
you begin a partnership everyone wants
to do everyting. | wanted to design the
projects and John to do everything else,
that | didn't want to do. John did not
agree. Now | am at a different stage of
my career, we are a partnership, five in
all, and | am the partner of partners.

Z.G. You mentioned in one of
your monographs that you were
influenced by Paul Rudolph. Yet
you have a totally different
style?

B.S. | learned a lot from mine, but his
sense of space is something that | hope |
have been able to carry on in my work. |
admire that very much.

Z.G. You are well known for your
scholarly defensive writings
about the post-modernist move-
ment. How do you define it?

B.S. | am interested in the sensibility of

Post-Modernism, it is different from Mod-
ernism which believes that there is no
style and all the past is a dead issue, and
everything is in the present. That attitude
is over and that is why | and others used
the term Post-Modernism. | believe that
the most important thing that an architect

Zak Ghanim with
Robert Stern

6. ROBERT A.M. STERN

TIME : 10.00 AM..

DATE:TUESDAY , JULY 26TH, 1994
LOCATION: MR. STERN'S OFFICE, ROBERT
AM. STERN ARCHITECTS' OFFICE

BIOGRAPHY of ROBERT A. M. STERN.

Robert A.M. Stern was born on May 23,
1939, in New York City. After receiving
a B.A. Degree from Columbia Universi-
ty in 1960, he received his Master of
Architecture Degree from Yale Universi-
ty in 1965. Stern began his professional
career as the first J. Clawson Mills Fel-
low of the Architectural League of New
York. In 1966 he worked in the office of
Richard Meier, and from 1967 he was a
special assistant for design in the Hous-
ing and Development Administration
New York City. In 1969 he and John
Hagmann established Stern & Hagmann
Architects. a partnership that lasted until
1977, when the firm became Robert
AM. Stern Architects. In 1988 Stern
formed a partnership with Robert S. Bu-
ford Jr. , and in 1989 Roger H. Seifter,
Paul L. Whalen, and Graham S. Wyatt
joined the partnership.

An educator and writer as well as a prac-
ticing architect, Stern is a professor at
the Graduate School of Architecture,
Planning, and Preservation at Columbia
University and presently the director of
its program in historic preservation.
From 1984 to 1988 he served as the first
director of Columbia'a Temple Hoyne
Buell Center for the Study of American
Architecture. Stern has been associated
with the Institute for Architecture and
Urban Studies, and from 1973 o 1977
he was president of the Architectural
League of New York. He has lectured ex-
tensively in the United States and abroad
and is the author of numerous articles
and books. Stern with Thomas Mellins
and Gregory Gilmartin was the author of

"New York 1930" and, with Raymond
Gastil, "Modern Classicism". In 1986 he
hosted "Pride of Place: Building the
American Dream", an eight-hour docu-
mentary television series on American
Architecture aired on the Public Broad-
casting System.

Over its twenty-three-year history, Rob-
ert A.M. Stern Architects has earmned in-
ternational recognition and numerous
awards and citations for design excel-
lence, including National Honor Awards
of the American institute of Architects in
1980, 1985, and 1991. A Fellow of the
American Institute of Architects, Stern
received the Medal of Honor of its New
York Chapter in 1984.

The work of Robert A.M. Stern
Architects has been exhibited at numer-
ous galleries and universities and is in
the permanent collections of the Mu-
seum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Deutsche
Architekturmuseum,the Denver Muscum
of Art, and the Art Institute of Chicago.
In 1982 Stern was the subject of a one-
man exhibition at the Neuberger Mu-
seum of the State University of New
York at Purchase. In 1980 he designed
the section devoted Lo the 1970s in the
Forum Design Exhibition held in Linz,
Austria. In 1976 and 1980 he was among
the architects selected to represent the
United States at the Venice Biennale.

A number of books devoted to Stern's
work have been published: "Robert
A.M.: Modernita e Tradizione"; "Robert
A M. Stern: Selected Works"; and "The
American Houses of Robert A M. Stern"
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EDITORIAL PERPLEXITY IN THE

ARCHITECTURAL THOUGHT

DR. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

The architectural thought is wavering amiong numerous views, directions
and philosophies, which form the conflict between old, modern or post-
modern schools of architecture.

Some critics object to the so-called Carnival of Architecture in the Arab cit-
ies due to the different architectural patterns, forms, shapes and styles.
While others claim that the arab city has lost its identity, bearing in mind the
historic and inherited identity. And some others are weeping over the past
detesting the modern style. Not all modern building are related to modern-
ism or post-modernism, or even to any thought or philosophy, either local
or foreign . Some call for identifying arab cities architecture. Some see the
World as a great country, and the architectural identity is no more local, it
becomes, international.

Others believe that nature was submitted to technology, and that neither
heat nor cold, and neither deserts nor woods, are of influence anymore.
Some replied that nature is not only geographic and environmental nature
but also human nature that is unchangeable by technology. Thus the dia-
logue between the different views continues, each side tries to prove its
view by scientific or practical proofs or even through argument. One may
design a project with no thought or philosophy , then tries to find a philos-
ophy for his project which often fits the latest directions in the architecture
market, e.g. Post-modernism and Deconstruction, while another bases

his design on an idea and concept in which he believes.

Some believe that the layman is more concerned and dazzled by the form
rather than the content. Some call for conformity and homogenity in the
building facades considering that the building from the outside is the soci-
ety's possession, while the inside is the owner's. Some call for unity in ar-
chitectural concepts which links different designs especially the outer form
of the buildings which match with the nature of the place, while others say
that such a thing will limit the architectural creativety, and so arguments
continue leaving the young architects dazzled in confusion, as to which

direction should they take.

The argument moves from architectural practice to architectural education.
Once again, the argument concerns development and improvements;
some call for curriculum development, specialized departments and esta-
blishing subsections, while others focus on developing the curriculum
contents.

Then appear those who claim that deconstruction is the latest fashion in
the international architecture catalogue, and it should be taught to the stu-
dents of architecture, with no need for a cultural commitment, nor for esta-
blishing deep-rooted inherited values in modern architecture, while others
are still defending the cultural and architectural heritage. However both
agreed that the arab city has lost it identity when both society and architec-
ture lost their identities.

Arguments are resumed about individuals' architecture and society archi-
tecture, or the architecture of capitalism and that of socialism and here ap-
pear some holding the banner of moderation , the heavenly concept that
should not be questioned.
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The 3rd- Internatial

Exhibition & Cpr_grence

20th - 24t June 1996
Cairo International Conference Centre (CICC)
in Cairo - Egypt.
THE MAIN TOPICS OF THE CONFERENCE THE MAIN PRODUCT GROUPS OF THE EXHIBITION

* Total Quality Management * Raw materials & components for structural &
* Construction Management exterior building.
* Modern Techniques in Construction * Building site equipment, tools & machinery.

* Materials Technology BT * Decorating equipment &
* Construction Economics P accessories.
* Information Technology * Prefabricated buildings.
.in the Construction Industry * Qutdoor facilities for
* Structure design & recreation.
~analysis * Ceramics.

: * Doors, gates &
technical installation.

For More Information Fax now : (202) 3448668

AGD: Arabian Group For Development (S.A.E)

23 Shihab St., Mohandessen, Giza, Egypt. Tel.: (202) 3453671 - 3037257 - (203) 5705568
Fax: (202) 3448668 (203) 5712180 email: AGD@RITSEC1.COM.EG
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