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El-MAWEL NEWS:

- The Center is preparing a special
study for the regional planning of Gi-
zan area at the southern region of
Saudi Arabia, In cooperation with
Idea Center (Arch. Zyad Zidan) - Jed-
dah.

- The Center Is undertaking the train-
ing of three Omani students, in the
fields of drafting and supervision upon
execution. The duration of the frain-
ing course is one academic year.
CPAS is herewith opening new vistas
in its sclentific activities.

- The Center established a special
department for advertisement to su-
perivse upon the publication of the
second issue of the "Building Directo-
ry", after the experience it had
gained in the first issue which is con-
sidered the first of its kind in Egypt and
the Arab world.

- The Center s organizing an archi-
tectural evening on "Morocian
Architecture®. Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim,
president of CPAS, and Dr. Saleh Lami
will be the guest speakers, after the
tour they had in a number of Moro-
cian cities.

- The Center Is organizing a workshop
for specialists In disaster confronta-
tion, at the begining of September
1991, The workshop Is organized in
cooperation with a Danish consultan-
cy group and sponsored by the UN-
ESCO. Hence, CPAS becomes the
premises of International scientific ac-
fivities

- Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim visited the
National School of Architecture at Ra-
bat upon an invitation from Its Dean.
During the visit, he met with the stu-
dents and teaching staff in an archi-
tectural discussion which showed
their awarenss of the importance of
relating our contemporary architec-
ture to its cultural roofts.

- The Center participated in Belgrade
Triennial for Architecture, convened
in the period from 5 to 7 June 1991.
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim was Invited to
give a lecture on "Architecture in Is-
lam’ within the proceedings of the Tri-
ennial.
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« Dr. Abdelbeki Ibrahim addressing the attendants of the monthly architectural evening organized by CPAS. The

guest speaker was arch. Amr Mohsen.
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Parcelling-out In two levels Is also
possible by means of a private inner
stalrcase. The place for the Inner stair-
case Is fixed In the support structure.
The dwellings are serviced technically
by means of two vertical ducts oppo-
site the main stalrcase and fixed In the
B zone of 1.20. M. The vertical ducts
are connected with a horizontal duct
situated In the B and =8 margins and
fixed In the support In a way that flex-
bliity. In terms of parcellation, Is not
detrimented. Figure 4 shows the sup-
port model and meausrement system
as described.

Figure 5 shows a baslc-varant type
In which the varlous dwelling sectors
and functions are marked out.
CONCLUSION
As far as can be seen at the moment,
the concept of support structure and
detachable units Is not yet suitable In
the Turkish housing practice., In relation
to the existing bullding Industry. At all
levels of declsion-making. such as Gov-
ernment, bullding Industry, designers
and education institutes, on should be
aware of the changing life-style and
different needs of the dwellers or users

and to provide new standards based
on new developments, New concepts
are necessary. The design as described
shows a relatively new concept for Tur-
key. It also shows that it can be a unl-
versal applicable design and bullding
method, In which It Is possible to take
Into account local characteristics and
existing reguiations, The site chosen for
this case study, had some limitations.
especlally the limited area, but it has
been taken into account. Strictly
speaking. the system of support struc-
ture and detachable unlts can also be
used without bearing In mind any spe-
clfic situation. The application of a de-
sign methodology. flexiblliity and
adaptability, the use of a good system
of modular coordination and standar-
disation, based on agreements be-
tween all partles involved, can always
give the possibllity for adjustments later
on,

If flexdbllity, changeabliity and adapta-
bility would be applled, more certainly
adjusted products will appear on the
market, In the fleld of support and Infill-
elements.
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SYNOPSIS:

Subject of the Issue:

* Customary Talks in Architectural Compe-
titlons: Architectural competitions in the
Arab world, need a thorough reconsidera-
tion on the part of architectural scienctific
and professional associations with the aim
of putting obligatory standards and princl-
ples for Judging competitions Inorder to
avold the current dilemma in the fleld. The
artficle gives examples from two recent ar-
chitectural competitions organized for the
design of embassy buildings In two African
capitals, Inwhich the principles of judging
were not precisely adopted.

- Projects of the Issue-

* A design compefition for the beautifica-
tlon of Cairo Square at Riyadh: the three
prize winning projects were demonstrated:
Dr. Mohamed Abdel Kader and Dr. Abdel
Mohsen Farahat (1st prize) Arch. Essam
Abdel Ghafaar (2nd prize), the Arab Bu-
reau for Design and Consultations (3rd
prize).

- Two villas on the Bitter Lakes at Ismallia -
architect: Adel Mokhtar. Three main con-
cepts were taken Into consideration dur-
Ing the design process the preservation of
existing green areas and trees Iin the site,
the adoption of the local rural architectu-
ral character in external and internal des-
gin. and the utilization of fraditional local
handicrafts in the interior design and fur-
nishing.

- Productive Workship for the Handi-
capped in Germany architect: Hans Busso
and Partners, photos: Kiaus Kinold, pre-
sented by: arch. All A. Ghobashl, The wo-
rkshop Is established for the mentally han-
dicapped to enable them to practice a
handicraft that might help them in eam-
ing a living In the future. It includes three
workshops gathered around a social ac-
tivities house opening onto a small court-
yard.

= Aricles of the Issue:

* *Hurghada... A City Without Character”
Twenty years ago, Hurghada, the capital
of the Red Sea Govemorate, was a small
town with a small number of inhibitants
working mainly In mining. With the increas-
Ing international fame of the city as a re-
sort, Hurghada became an arena for vari-
ous architectural theories and trends in
tourlst projects. Meanwhile the residential
areas were alomst neglected, the fact
that gives the city a poor physical appear-
ance.
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modular co-ordination in production
and fiting dimensions.

Without these agreements, it will
be difficult to reach a higher standard
In the production of buildings.

DESIGN OF THE SUPPORT
The site

For the site the following starting
points and demands were formuiated:
1. The buildings height and size of the
support, depending on the local situa-
flon;

2. The ability to use ground fioor for
small commerical activities:

3. Parking places, as much as possible,
inside the buliding.

The site chosen for the design exer-
clse In an exlsting urban situation In Or-
takoy north of Istanbul, gave few possi-
bllities. On the place Itself, there are
small shops with dwellings on the first
and second floor. The exisling block, as
well as the existing buildings in the di-
rect surroundings of this site have to be
renovated or rebuilt. Figures 1.2,
Support Design

For the design of the support, struc-
ture shops and dwellings which are go-
ing to be placed In the support, the fol-
lowing starting points were formulated:
1. The separation of support and det-
achable units, The support, or structural
material consists of party walls be-
tween dwellings floors and roofs. The
detachable units or elements consists
of partition walls, sanitary cells, cup-
boards, and some times facades
and other finishing elements;

2. The support and detachable unifs or
elements can be developed In a way
that standardisation can be carried
through as far as possible;

3. Application of modular
ordination based on 4 M (300 mmj;
4. It has to be possible to redlize dwell-
ing differentiation within the support
and reparcelling over time;

5. Detdiling of the service ducts In such
a way that flexibility is not detfrimented:
6. Taking Info account the local char-
acteristics and existing regulations;

7. Taking into account the life style and
the needs of the users,

Based on measure analysls of the
existing bulldings structure of shops and
dwellings in the block itself, and in rela-
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Fig. 7 Subvariants 2nd Floor

tion with the gppointed urban tissue, a
zoning system for the new support
structure has been chosen. The support
structure has been developed on the
princlple of parallel, unremovable,
lcad-bearng walls, placed In the mar-
gn et ,x B, . There are in principle,
two spans of 2.70 and 3.90 m. The
depths of zones and margins are
based on analysis of speclfic rooms

and utllity spaces. The open spaces in
the zoning between the basic varlands,
depending on which basic variant
walls be chosen, can be filled In with
removable elements.

All material, such os loadbearing
walls, detachable units or infill material
Is placed on a modular gid of 3 M. The
accesses to the dwellings are by
means of two main staricases.
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Search for an Alternative Housing Strategy:
A New Approach to Mass Housing in Turkey

INTRODUCTION

In Turkey, new dlternatives and ap-
proaches are being searched to solve
the enormous problems concerning
mass housing. The existing numbers of
dwellings, built over the last twenty
years, are not sufficient any more be-
cause of new developments changing
life-style. Adjustments, In ferms of
changing floor plans in some rooms Is
mostly Impossible. The building struc-
ture and also the Inner walls are not
flexible or removable. New dwellings in
mass housing are still being designed
and built, based on the same stan-
dards and patterns as in the past. One
is aware of the fact that new ap-
proaches are necessary to answer
these problems.

The students of the Faculty of
Architecture, Taskisla University de-
signed a small support structure In the
fleld of mass housing. The purpose was
to apply the principles of the SAR de-
sign method Intfo the context of mass
housing, providing an alternative and
a new approach to mass housing in
Turkey. During the course and the exer-
cises by students a case study Is done
with the Intention tfo prove the design
methodology In an existing urban stitu-
afion, and to design a small support
structure for small apartments. The re-
sult of this case study can be seen in
this publication.

NEW CONCEPTS

After many years the family struc-
ture in Turkey Is changing. especially in
the big cities. Families become smaller
and at the same time. the required
dwelling area for smaller families is de-
creasing in size. In the past, large size
dwellings with 4 to 5 bedrooms used to
be the nom. Today the norm Is only
tending towards nuclear famillies, eld-
erly persons and indlviduals. Besides
the fact that familles are getting small-
er, we can alkso perceive changing In
life-style and cultural behaviour. In
terms of housing this means that new
dwellings must provide possibilites for

4

special needs in relation to the chang-
Ing characterisics in the way of living in
the past. but also In the furture, Taking
into account this conception of hous-
ing. and especially mass housing. a lot
has to be done.

Up until now, designs of dwellings in
the fleld of mass housing In the last
decade In Turkey are mostly based on
the same standards and living pro-
grammes. If we take into account the
changing characterisitcs as mentiond,
the need for different types of dwell-
Ings is increasing and also the need for
flexibliity Inslde the dwelliings them-
selves. However, the statical and un-
changeable dwelling does not give a
solution for new patterns of living. The
design of detached dwsliings. row
houses, or apartments, In which it is
possible fo arange different patterns
of dwellings In such a way that modifi-
cations, especially inside the dwelling,
can be made by the occupants, could
give an answer this. From this point of
view, it is very important that the statl-
cal and unchangeable way of bullding
In the fleld of mass housing in Turkey be
adjusted, and that the dweller be intro-
duced as a party in the decision-
making process,

In order to change the present way
of designing and bullding in Turkey,
other methods, building systems and
techniques should be developed. In
this respect, the application of the
‘new' system of support structure and
detachable units can give a contribu-
tion In solving the problems that were
mentioned.

Usually, In Turkey It Is not easy to dif-
ferentiate between supports and det-
achable units. Bullding In Turkey s very
fraditional and the notlon of “supports’
In which It Is possible to make different
kinds of parcellations Is very new. The
use of components fo fill In a support or
a skeleton, which also can be seen as
a 'support structure’, Is not usual and
should be developed more and more.
Apparently, for building supports and

Albert Thijssen
Open House Vol. 16 No. 1

Fig. 2. Existing condition

BALLOBIES

i
| SURAGRT 7840

N
™ TISSUZ MCDZ. - Fi

Fig. 3.

the production of detachable unilts,
which must be easily removable, some
conditions have to be fulfilled:

* Agreements In the design and the
production process;

* The use of a design method; and

* A good systern of standardisation and
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EDITORIAL

Young Architects between Unemployment and Tralning

Dr. Abdelbakl Ibrahim

New graduates, from architectural departments in a number of arab uni-
versities, are facing many problems upon thelr graduation. One of these probl-
mes is the employment in private or public enterprises. The main problem in
this aspect Is the lack of practical experence which they did not acqulre dur-
ing the five years of the educational process. Forelgn universities overcame
this situation by dividing the educational process Into two phases. The first
phase covers three academic years inwhich the student studies the basics of
architecture afterwhich he receives a diploma and leaves for a year of practi-
cal fraining. If the student finds In himself the apfitude to complete his educa-
tion after this year, he could return to his college for two more academic
years afterwhich he receives a higher degree. Thus, the architect graduates
completely familiar with the three dimensions of the educational process,
which are the basic standards, theories, and practical experlence. In such a
way. he will find no difficulty when he starts practicing his professlon, and the
educational process will develop according to the actual needs of the profes-
sional market.. On the other hand, criterias for admisslon to forelgn universities
are different from those adopted by arab universitles. Admission to forelgn uni-
versities depends on aptitude and talent. while It depends on the grades ac-
guired by the student in IrMevant subjects and the supply and demand market
in arab universities. Such being the case, it is most important to reconsider ar-
chitectural curriculum in arab universities, In a way that facllitates the categor-
ization of students after the three basic years according to thelr Intellectual
and scientific aptitude for design, or supervislon upon execution, of restora-
tion, or physical planning. Thus, the student upon graduation will find himself
well prepared for the field suitable to his capabiliities. As the practical training
period-between the basic and specialized phases-Is supposed fo enhance hls
special fleld of Interest.

Moreover graduates from arab universities do not find enough care from
sclentific and professional associations to help them In dealing with the first
problem they confront upon graduation-unemployment. Unemployment here
has two reasons: the abscence of work opportunifies, and the lack of experl-
ence. And if the first reason Is out of the educational or professional practice
scope. the second reason could be tackled within them. The educational pro-
cess could be divided Into two phases. The first phase absorbs the huge num-
ber of students floding Into the universities and gives them the basics of the ar-
chitectural profassion. The second phase, following the practical training year,
dedls with the more specialized theories. Thus, the architectural profession re-
celves two categories of university graduates, one with an intermediate diplo-
ma and the other with a higher degrese.

Professional associations could play an influential part In this problem, if
the educational process with its present structure could not deal with It. Those
associations could organize and supervicse upon a two year fraining pro-
gramme for young graduates in cooperation with registered consultancy of-
fices, each according to its capcity and potentialities. Thus, detalled lists show-
ing the number, capacity, and scope of work of those firms should be
prepared and revised regularly. And If the tralning of young architects will
constitute a heavy burden those consultancy frims. the young architects, on
their part, should shoulder part of this burden by accepting a small allowance
for fransportation instead of the regular salary. After those two years, the ar-
chitect will sit for a professional practice exam organized by the professional
associations, Inorder to receive a certificate Indicating his qualification to
practice the profession inside the country and abroad.
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