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AL-MAW'EL NEWS:

* CPAS delivered the draft of the fi-
nal report, atlases of maps, and
plans for the development of the
Holy Mosque precincts, as well as the
two models representing the present
situation and the proposed develop-
ment project. There was also deliv-
ered a videofilm of the project which
is considered one of the biggest ur-
ban planning projects world wide,
and the most important project in the
Islamic World,

* The Society for Revival of
Architectural and Planning Heritage,
inaugurated an international appeal
for donnations from world organiza-
tions, charitable institutes, and individ-
uals to finance the International
Award of Hassan Fathy for
Architecture for the Poor. The Award
Secretariat is urging the Muslim
Architects fo return to the poor their
due in the revenues of their work for
the rich.

* CPAS will welcome at its premises a
seminar on Egyptian American
Architecture due to be held on De-
cember 1990, Thus, CPAS has taken
its position on the world architectu-
ral map thanks to Allah and to its suc-
cessful achievements.

*CPAS received an invitation from
the Omani Government fo organize a
training program for its employees in
the field of architecture, planning,
and engineering. This inclination was
presented to the ministers of hous-
ing and public works in the Arab
World.

* CPAS was honoured to be chosen
by the United Nations Center for Hu-
man Settlements (Habitaf) fo be a
scientific and communication depos-
itory center for its publications. The
center is hereby extending its invita-
tion to all the students and scholars
working in this field to benefit of its fa-
cilities.

* Work has started in the construction
of Shiekh Eissa Sports Village, at Is-
mailia. The village was planned and
designed by CPAS, which will also su-
pervise upon its execution.
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were bullt by their occupants. In fact, the
sophisticated way in which the Roman re-
mains were utilized, both for functional
pruposes and for aesthetic value, clearly
Indicates that professional masons were
employed (Fig. 2). The Roman remains
were fully integrated into the structure of
the bulldings, and In one case a house
was built on an ancient foundation. Fur-
thermore, courtyards were designed to
facilitate the re-use of Roman wells and
cisterns.

The masons came from the town of
Sofad in Palestine and built the basic ne-
cessary structures of the dwelling. This in-
cluded the cross-vaulted rooms and the
simple double-vaulted rooms, typical of
the region. The building of these rooms
would take several months, during which
time the masons lived at the site,

The area around the courtyard com-
prised multi-purpose rooms, stables and
storehouses. Rooms were re-used for dif-
ferent purposes as the needs of the
household shiffed over fime. The basic
requirements of a household included a
room for every conjugal family. When a
son married, a room would be made
available fo the couple where they would
live together with the children born to
them. This was the main purpose behind
the addition of new rooms to the dwelling.
There also had to be a seperate guest
room, a {(madafa). The stables and stor-
age rooms also doubled as living quar-
ters for herders,

While the technically complicated
rooms were built by professionals, addi-
tional rooms were built by the inhabitants
themselves, perhaps with the help of lo-
cal laborers, These rooms would be built
out of a mixfure of the basalt Roman
stone and local white soft stone, using
mud mortar and facing. These structures
were built out of easily avallable materi-
als, required less skill, and shifted as the
use of the space changed with the
changing relationships of the Inhabitants.
As a household grew, and new conjugal
families were formed within if, low dividing
walls were built to designate the private
space of each family within the common-
ly shared courtyard, When it became im-
possible to divide a courtyard any further,

some families would split off and bulld a
completely separate dwelling, although it
was usually as close to the main dwelling
as possible.

It is the mud structures which give the
real picture of the use of the space as well
as the structure of the household(s) inha-
biting the dwelling. The professionally-
built rooms were nothing more than the
necessary backbone of a dwelling. What
really made it livable and usuable were
the self-built structures. This illustrates that
describing the structure of the houses at
any given time requires taking into ac-
count the nature of domestic cycles. The
relationship between the members of the
household at any given time determined
how the basic structure of the dwelling
was modified.

The effect of agricultural cycles must
also be kept In mind. The local system of
agriculture combined dyrland grain farm-
ing with irmigated vegetable and pulse
production and herding. This meant that
the property of each household was
scattered in different locations in the sur-
rounding area. Part of the household had
to live during the appropriate seasons
near the particular fields being cultivated.
Irigated lands needed continual care,
while the ploughing and harvesting sea-
sons on the plains required intensive
communal labor. Herders needed to be
constantly moving, especially during the
spring and summer. At any given time
part or all the household would be living
outside the main dwelling in temporary
structures and in goat-hair tents.

The preservation of the old houses of
Umm Qeis provides a unique opportunity
to achieve a better understanding of the
material expression of settlement pro-
cesses. The physical sturctures disclose
many aspects of society which would
otherwise remaln obscure, and they
serve as a reminder of a period of great
significance in the history of the region.
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SYNOPSIS:

* Subject of the Issue:

- "Architecture and Preservation of
Historic Monuments in Germany” an il-
lustrative review of the stages through

‘which passed the modern German

architecture since the Second World
War inorder to find a convincing char-
acter of its own,

* Projects of the Issue:

- Computer Research Center - at the
Univerisity of Waterloo/arch. Mathers
& Haldenby in association with IKOY
partnership.

- High School at Sondenborg - Den-
mark/arch: 45 Tegenestuen. The main
target of the design was fo give the
students a sense of personal security
and identity within this large institution.
Thus, the elements of the school were
organized around an infernal street,

- Two Schools in Hampshire/arch:
Country Architects Department.

- Building Rennovation Projects -
Canada/arch; Zakaria Ghaniem,

- School of Business Studies - Gulf
Technical College - Bahrain/arch:
Llewelyn Davies Weeks.

* Technical Article:

- Design of Tu}o-w_qy Teleconferenc-
ing Rooms: by Robert E. Mcfarlane &
Robert J. Nissen.

* Tourism Development Review:

- The Ministry of Tourism Plan for the
Development of Al-Menya Govern-
orate.

- E-Menya possesses a number of
fourist and cultural atiractions that

‘qualifies it to be one of the eminent
tourist areas in Egypt. Among these

attractions are: its wonderful archae-

ological group representing the suc-

cessive historical ears, its natural rural
environment, and its dry climate.

The Ministry Plan for Developmen’r
includes: preservation of the environ-
mental, physical, and historical char-
acter of the govemnorate - categori-
zation of tourist areas into three levels
according to importance - conser-
vation of the archaeological antiqui-
tfies - development of complemen-
tary facilities and utilities and
development of El-Menya city fo be
a fourist center for businessmen and

‘passing-by tourism.



FIGURE 7 The central
cluster of the meliakin
dwellings, showing the
divisions and sub-
divisions of dewellings
according to the
changing relations
within the kinship
groups. The vaulted
fooms were built by
professional masons.

Fig. 7

As described above, in the landown-
ers’ quarter we can see spatial divisions
that distinguish three variations on the
same type of dwelling. The political and
social relations between the landowning
families do not, however, simply follow
the spatial divisions. Although the houses
of the landowners are similar in structure
and size, this does not mean that their in-
habitants were equal in economic or po-
litical power. For example, since the cen-
tral cluster of dwellings distinguishes the
most powerful landowning families, it
creates the impression that these land-
owners formed one political, economic
and therefore spatial bloc vis-a-vis the
smaller landowners on the one hand and
the laborers on the other. Yet this is not ac-
curate. Understanding the relationships
that existed between the landowning
families requires that one examine the
process of land registration and use in the
Otftoman period.

When peasants in the various villag-
es of the area began to register land, a
number of families were forced to leave
their original villages and go to other are-
as to seek land. In the case of Umm Qeis,
the first to attempt registration were the
Rusans, a kin group from the nearby vil-
lage of Sama Rusan that was composed
of five families divided into two descent
groups (henceforth referred o as Rusan 1
and Rusan 2). The Rusans had previously
cultivated land near Umm Qeis, though
they only lived in the fown seasonally.

Ottoman regulations required that a
certain total amount of land be registered

Fig. 8

in each village, and incoming families
could afford to register only a limited
number of shares of the total amount.
Therefore, in order o make up the total
area of the village. the Rusans began to
encourage other families to come to
Urmm Qeis.

The Umaris and the Malkawis were
among those who followed the Rusans.
They came from Sama Rusan and Malka
respectively, driven out by the same fore-
es that had driven out the Rusans, and
they registered a large number of shares
in Umm Qels. Other families arrived later,
although most of these only registered a
small number of shares.

An interesting system of partnership
evolved among this newly formed group
of landowners, In spite of the individuation
of land ownership enforced by the Otto-
man code, the people of Umm Qeis con-
tinued to apply the musha's system of
land cultivation common to the region.
Under this system village land Is redistrib-
uted among village families every few
years. The lands of Umm Qeis were divid-
ed into six types according to the nature
of the terrain and the quality of the land,
and each family had a share in each
type.

In the Umm Qseis variant of the mu-
sha a system, the total amount of vilage
land was divided into four equal shares
distributed over the different types of
land. These shares were called rubas, or
‘quarters.” Each rub’a was cultivated by
a number of landowning kin-groups, with

1 Multi-purpose rooms for general living
2 Stablesd Storage 3 Horse stables
4 Living rooms--cement addition

5 Tabun

one kin-group holding the leading postii-
on. Members of the rub’a helped each
other in ploughing and harvesting sea-
sons. They also stood guard over the
crops together and regulated their herd-
ing so as not to harm each others™ crops.
Therefore these groupings came to form
economically corporate groups as well
as units for the redistribution of land. Social
barriers, however, were maintained and
marriages rarely took place between the
leading and following families in each
bloc, since they represented different ec-
onomic statuses.

The Mellakin Dwellings

A closer look at the dwellings further
clarifies the social structure that was
emerging in the late nineteenth century in
Umm Qeis. As mentioned above, due to
the present semi-abandoned character
of the houses, it is only possible to con-
struct a somewhat idedlized picture of the
use of space in the dwelling-complexes
of Umm Qeis. Although many people
have vivid memories and give colorful
descriptions of the past, it is impossible to
observe today a household composed
of six married brothers such as the Mel-
kawi dwelling once housed, or to observe
a process such as that which led the Ru-
sans to finally divide their courtyard in two.

The houses of the landowners are
large and built around courtyards (Fig 7).
As mentioned previously, most were built
using stone from the Roman ruins, re-cut
to smaller and more suitable sizes. This
does not mean, however, that the houses
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Settlement And Resettlement in Umm Qeis:
Spatial Organization and Social Dynamics in a Jordanian Village

Spatial Divisions of the Village

Before land registration, when the
lands around Umm Qeis were farmed
sporadically or seasonally, travel-
lers"accounts indicate that the peasants
lived in caves, in the Roman vaults, and in
makeshift huts and temporary dwellings.
According to the oral fradition, the period
Immediately following land registration
the new landowners continued to live in
similar dwellings or in simple house built of
stone with mud facing and mud mortar.
By the 1880s and 1890s however, after their
fortunes had been firmly tled to the land,
the people of Umm Qeis began to build
more permanent stone dwellings. With
the expansion of these fortunes, they be-
gan to exapnd their dwellings as well.

The two main sections of the Otto-
man village can still be distinguished in
present-day Umm Qels. First, there was
the area with the large dwelling-
complexes where the major landowning
families lived and which was called the
"Hara al-Foga'. or Upper Quarter, This
ared was also known as the adjacent Ro-
man theatre. Secondly. there was the
"Hara al-Tahta,” the ‘Lower Quarter,
where the poorer peasants., laborers,
herders and craftsmen lived. This division
llustrates a clear hirearchy within the Ofto-
man village (Fig 6). In addition, although
the dwellings in each quarter share some
features of building style and technique,
there are significant differences in the or-
ganization of space between them.

The Upper Quarter itself can be fur-
ther divided as Figure 6-shows. There is
central cluster of eight large dwelling-
complexes, some of them subdivided
into smaller units at the very tfop of the hill
(Fig 7). These were the housed of the ma-
jor landowners, the mellakin, and they are
clustered together forming a closed cir-
cle.

The houses were not originally built in
this manner, but because of attempts by
families related by kinship to stay close
together and because of the gradual in-
crease in the number of houses, a solid
cluster emerged. With one exception

there are no streets between these hous-
es, and they contain few windows or other
openings fo the outside except for heavi-
ly-built doors, At a later stage one or two
of these houses rad shops built into their
walls but always in ways that prevented
access to the house. Still later, in the 1920s
and 30s, windows began to be installed as
well as smailer doors. This may indicate
that when the houses were first built they
were designed to be easily defensible.
This would have been an important con-
sideration not only because of bedouin
attacks during harvest-time but also -- as
the people say - to guard against theft
by poorer peasants and general trouble-
makers.

In the same area but separated from
the main cluster are houses of smaller
landowners who obtained land Iin the vil-
lage somewhat |ater (Fig 7). These com-
plexes appear to have originally been
quite large and were built in the same
courtyard style as those of the larger
landowners, however the location of walls
and dividers within them show that a great
deal of subdivision occurred within the
households that occupied them, and that
this led to the division of space into quite

small units. These houses are also not as

well-built as those of the larger landown-
ers, and they clearly represent less pros-
perous households. Presently they are not
as well-preserved as the other houses
and many appear to have been aban-
doned earlier, On the periphery of the
area of large dwelling-complexes are the
houses of those families that split off from
the households living in these complexes.
These houses are smaller and well-
preserved, and some were built as late as
the mid-1940s. They were also built in the
courtyard style.

In the Lower Quarter there are a large
number of small houses which belonged
to the fellahin, the "cultivators® as the lo-
cal terminology designates them. Since
this area of the village contains a mix of
old houses and new concrete construc-
tion, it is not possible to estimate the actu-
al number of fellahin houses at any given
period. It is clear, however, that each
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Figure 6 Map of the First two sections of
the village. The scattered nature of the
Feliohine dwellings is in contrast to the
clustering of the mellokin dwelleings

landowning family must have employed
a substantial number of poorer peasant
laborers. Craftsmen and some poorer
peasant-landowners also lived in fthis
guarter, The term fellahin refers to social
as well as occupational status. It refers to
the poorer inhabitants of the village who
are also those with smaller, less important
kin groups and less general prestige.

The dwellings of the fellahin reflect all
these conditions. They are smaller and
appear to have rarely included walled
courtyards. Most were scattered and
stood alone in the open or with only rudi-
mentary enclosures. Clearly their inhabl-
tants had littte to fear or protect. The dif-
ferences in the dwellings of the mellakin
and the fellahin are directly related to the
place of their inhabitants in the system of
production.

Social Dynamics in the Village
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EDITORIAL

ARCHITECTURE FOR THE POOR
THE CHARGE OF ARAB ARCHITECTS
Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim

To proceed with the human aims of Hassan Fathy Award for Architecture
of the Poor, it is necessary to think the matter over and to revaluate the archi-
tectural and planning theorles, with a view to see how far they are suitable for
the present conditions in the Arab world, and how far they fulfil the human
needs of the community, three quarters of which are low-income or poor
people. It is commonly held that the level of poverty consists in the inadequa-
cy of such minimum requirments for man’s living as shelter, food, and gar-
ment. There comes up the Islamic thought to cope with such social phenome-
non through what is called social interdependence in every aspect of life. As
there is the material gift from the rich to the poor, there is, too, the intellectual
gift from the learned to the uneducated people. Here the role of the learmned
is determined in such domain, each within his field of speclalization and the gift
he is to offer. Architects consitute one of such learned categorles, each ac-
cording to his leamed capcalty, including the capaclty of teaching, which
mainfests itself in curriculums and applied researches. And in all that the poor
have their due, which is the duty of learned people. Besides, the poor consti-
tute the great majority in the Arab and Islamic community, and they are more
entitle to the care of leading architects in the developing countries. How of-
ten they designed places, blocks of flats, villas, hotels, and resorts, but as to
architecture of the poor, they had nothing to do with It, because the poor do
not know their way to architects and cannot afford to pay their fees. In addi-
tion, architects always have their eyes on summits and it offends them to look
down below, except through academic study or office research. But archl-
tecture of the poor needs more coexistence than discussion and more per-
sistence than study. Many learners have made studies and researches pre-
tending care for the poor, while they are too far away from their problems.
Crelse we would have seen the camps of architecture students spread In the
communities of the poor in villages and towns where they share with their
youngmen the processes of building and construction, and guide them fo
ways of caring for their environment. Moreover, they would enlighten them on
the future of their urban or rural life within the framework of physical strategles,
assist them with self-help bullding, and provide them with alternatives of the
building technology which are fit for the local environment and the conditions
of population. All that requries special courses of the sciences of bullding,
planning. and designing, as also of socio-economic sclences. Moreover, it
requires special courses of organization, management, fraining, and encour-
agement through Islamic values and teachings. Such is the right approach to
the hearts of the poor and then to their architecture.

If Hassan Fathy laid down the bases and concepts, the least we can do is
to uphold them until they become courses of study and education, and prac-
ticing of profession and application. Moreover, If the State agencies are short
of one for architecture of the poor, the least we can do is to strive for Its es-
tablishment, if not by calling up let it be by setting an example and leading the
way. And such should be the concern of schollars and professors of universi-
ties and research institutes, as also of officials of the planning and architectural
organizations. This is a human supplement to the sclences of building and con-
struction, which require of architects nothing but self-clarity. self-
reconsideration, and endeavour to set up the Islamic community on the bas-
es of social interdependence and human work. Such is the base upon which
the Award for architecture of the poor was established in the name of Hassan
Fathy, so as to be awarded to him who strives for ylelding the urban environ-
ment which is proper for their life, and proceeding from their living requireme-
nts.
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