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AL MAW’EL NEWS

* A group of CPAS experts paid a visit to
Macca at the middle of May 1990, with the
aim of completing the data collection
necessary for the development of the
area surrounding the sacred precinct.
The experts group was honoured to meet
Sheikh Abdel Rahman El Fakih, President
of Macca Co. for construction and Deve-
lopment together with Eng. Tarek
El-Kasabl, Manager of the Co., and all his
colleagues. The group also met Eng. Hus-
sein Dahlawi, general manager of urban
planning at Macca Municipality
Omar Kadi, governor of the Holy City,
received Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim, President
of CPAS.

* Work is going on to accomplish the
studies for the development of the area
surrounding the holy precincet. The work
includes two quo-models representing the
present state and the proposed deve-
lopment project, together with a video-
tape film explaining the development
project and the aims of Macca Co.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim visited Kuwait,
upon an invitation from the training
department at the Kuwait Instifution for
Scientific Researches, in order to lecture
on the character of the contemporary
Arab City infront of the Kuwait municipa-
lity employees.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim received an invi-
tation from General Sami Khoudair,
governor of Port Said, to participate in
some of the urban projects in the City.

* A group of architects and planners
joined CPAS staff, also the technical ins-
tallations were endorsed with five new
computer machines inorder to confront
the huge work pressure during the past
few months.

* The Center participated in the archi-
tectural exhibition accompanying the
UIA Conference in Montreal in the period
from the 27th of May to the 2nd of June
1990.
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or saplentia always associated with
Islamic esotericism and the cosmology
which issues from it, and the principles
governing Islamic art itself. The seculari-
zing tendency causes certain Muslims to
become completely indifferent to their
own religion, whether reflected Iin the
Sharla itself or Its saplentlal feachings. The
“reformist” tendency reduces religion for
the most part fo its juridical aspect.
Through its belittling and even disdain for
wisdom (hlkma), It accepis the secularl-
zatlon of both art and nature and makes
inaccessible those very slements of the
Islamic tradition of which the Muslims are
most direly In need to recreate an
authentlc Islamic amblance.

Of course, besldes these spritual and
intellectual tactors, there are important
social, political, and economic elements
with which the present paper is not con-
cerned. But one cannot avold at least
mentioning that most natlons of the
Islamic world suffer from an Infenority
complex before the West. They seek to
create western forms of architecture otten
as prestige projects in order fo become
acceptable, even if it Is not economically
feasible to manage a high-rise bullding
covered with glass in the middle of a
desert. Likewise, the great wealth of some
of the Islamic countries provides Just the
right background for the greed of many
western contractors and planners who
operate with the help of their Muslim
counterparts to present plans and pro-
jects which manage to be most costly and
not what Is most Islamic. Of course, a few
arches are usually added to guarantee
that they will be accepted as conforming
with the local culture, but the real inten-
tions remain hidden only to those who are
unaware of the real nature of Islamic
architecture. Those people unfortunately
are the very ones asked to judge the
validity of these projects. One wonders
what would happen to many of the new
urban developments within the Islamic
world If architects continued to build as if
the energy crisls did not exist. There Is cer-
tainly no excuse for the Muslim countrles
to repeat the errors of western urban
development. The fact that an error may
gain woild-wide acceptance for a short
time does not turn It into a truth.

To remedy this serious situation, one
cannot suggest a more obvious first step
than the training of Islami¢c architects,
men and women who are committed to
specifically Islamic architecture, rather
than those who practice western archi-
tecture with the clalm that it Is interna-
tional and who haopen to be named

6

Muhaommad, Ahmad, or Ali. To train
Islamic architects, in turn requrles certain
essential resources for education in this
fleld. Fortunately, traditional Islamic
architecture is still alive in the villages
and smaller towns of many lslamic coun-
fries, and secret documents are still pre-
served In some of the guilds. Whe.

modern architects do not Interfere, the
architecture continues to be beautiful
and functicnal at the same time.

Moreover, the vast majority of the Islamic

people are still drawn to the authentic
expressions of the archltecture. Advan-
tage can be taken of these factors to
create schools of Islamic architecture to
traln architects and city planners who
can build the citles, public monuments,
housing projects, and other major deve-
lopments which have been necessitated
by the population explosion, migration to
cities, changes in ways of production,
and other factors. These projects are now
caried out by people trained in western
architecture, whether they happen to be
ctiflzens of western or Islamic countries.

The establishement of such schools and
institutions requires the revival of the
Isiamic arts and sclences, and the redis-
covery of the spiritual and metaphysical
principles of these arts and sclences. This
means that uliimately, Islamic architec-
ture cannot be revived unless the con-
temporary Muslim- is reborn, and the
shackles of western cultural and philoso-
phical domination are overthrown. The
external world cannot be adorned with
the beauty, which Is the theophany of the
dilvine beouty, unless the inner man Is
adorned with those virtues (fada'll) and
forms of wisdom which have always cha-
racterized the creatlve scholars and
artists within the Islamic civilization. The
task remalns a vast one. But one can
always begin with the tralning of a few.
One can hope and pray that thelr per-
sonal example, and the beauty of works
they create according to Islamic princi-
ples, wlll serve as a light which wlll trans-
from the darkness. That darkness, which
pervades the life of the westernized
Muslim and the urban environment In
which he lives, can be changed Into the
crystallization of light and slaboration of
harmony which authentic Islamic art and
architecture have always been and will
always be.

PR O T N S e S Wi

Synopsis:

Subject of the Issue:

“Their Memories with Hassan Fathy'. In
this issue Alam Al-Benaa put down the
memories of some of the well-known
Egyptian architects who were closely
aquainted with the pioneer Egyptian,
Architect, Hassan Fathy. The magazine
still rises the questions: What couid we
give after Hassan Fathy to keep his works
and ideas alives?”

Technical Articles:

- "Aesthetic Values in the Architecture of
Hassan Fathy' written by Arch. Essam Saffi
El Dine.

- "A work excursion with Hassan Fathy,"
written by arch. Salah Hegab. It includes
the architectural documentation of some
of the old houses of E-Nuba village which
were prepared to be included in the Arts
and Folklore Studies Institute.

- Computer Reivew: ‘Converting Paper to
Vectors' translated from an essay written
by Maciek Fiutak in CADENCE June 1989.

* Projects of the Issue:

- El-Sanafire Tourist Village - Sharm
El-Sheikh designed by Arch. Adel
Moukhtar.

- A Tourist Village on the Red Sea Coast -
Hurghada, designed by the Environ-
mental Design Group (Dr. Hussein Mihana,
Arch. A. Fathy)

- A Local Cultural Center - at Kafr
El-Shurafa designed by Dr. Galal Mo'men
and arch. A. Fathy - counsultant arch.
Hassan Fathy

- A Private House at Abou Sire, El-Haram,
designed by arch. Hassan Fathy.



* Mosque and Madrasa of Sultan Hassan,
Cairo

problem when it comes to the judgment
of art forms outside their own traditional
world. In Islamic art, beauty Is considered
to be a reflection of the Divine Beauty: as
the prophetic hadith says, “Allahu
jamllun. Uhibu alJamal, ("God Is beau-
tiful and He loves beauty." lbn Hanbal,
Masnad, Book 4 verse 133, 134). Moreover,
beauty Is an Intrinsic dimension of the
Truth and Its manlfestations, and it is the-
refore a necessary component of every
legltimate artisitc creation. Islam never
seperates beauty from utility, or art from
making, as It must have been-In the tradl-
tional West when art meant ars and tech-
nology was stlll related fo techne. The
change of sensibllity due to moderniz-
taion has caused many Muslims to lose
this inner sense of beauty, dignity, har-
mony, and nobllity, which characterizes
all authentic manifestations of the Islamic
splrit, Including, of course, Islamic art. The
modernized Muslim can hardly be con-
celved to be the descendant of those who
bulit the Sultan Hassan Mosque of Calro or
the Maldan-i Nagsh-1 Jahan of Isfahan.

Likewlise, traditional Islamic sensibliity
saw the world in Its transient aspect; It was

aware of the (la) of the (Shahada) which.

reduces everything to nothingness before
the Immutable Majesty of Allah. Hence,
archltecture sought to avoid the gran-
dlose and the worldly and almed to pre-
serve and substantiate the basic Intultion
of the ephemerality of the world and Its
Impermanence. The ftraditional Muslim
looked at the city with full awareness of Its

passing, transient quality with respect
both to God Himself and to virgin nautre,
the handiwork of God. Moreover, he saw
the city as the extension of the natural
environment, In harmony rather than in
discord with it.

Islamic archltercture remained Faithful
to simple bullding materials and
employed the elemental forces of nature
wlthin the courtyards of the mosque or the
city through the recreation of the calm,
harmony, and peace of virgin nature
within the courtyards of the mosque or the
home. The modernized Muslim, whose
spiritual sense has become dulled by the
force of secularization, has forgotten the
ephemeral quality of human life on earth
and the peace and harmeny pervading
nature. Like the modern westerner whom
he emulates, he wants to build homes as If
he were going to live forever and cons-
truct cities whose very existence Iis based
on the defiance of nature, the viclation of
her rhythms, and the depletion of her
resources. The secularized wish is to
creqte an amblence In which God Is for-
gotten, which means creating an urban
environment in total disequilibrium with
the natural environment,

In addition to the transformations
brought about on the levels of intelli-
gence, Imagination, and sensibility in
modernized Muslims, there Is also a
general loss of unlty and integration of life
which directly affects architecture and
city planning. Islam is based upon Unity
(tawhid) and Iis the means toward the
integration of human life, and In fact of all
multiplicity, into Unity. Every authentic
manifestation of the Islamic spirit reflects
the doctrine of (tawhid). This doctrine is
the principle of all the Islamic arts and
sciences, as well as of the Sharia, which
Integrates all human actions and pre-
pares man to return to the One, in the
world of the perfectlon which is found on
the highest level in the Holy Prophet, in the
world which coula be called “The
Muhammdan Perfection,” i.e. the (‘uswa),
the model which Muslims follow.

The tradltional Islamic city reflected this
unity directly. Since there is no distinction
in Islam between the sacred and profane,
a unity pervaded the architecture of the
clty which related the architecture of the
home or even the palace and other
municipal bulldings to that of the
mosque. The all-embracing nature of the
Sharla, which includes worship (Ibadat)
as well as transactions (mu'amalat),
made possible the integration of all forms
of activity. In the heart of the Islamic city,
spaces designed for worship became

interconnected with those designed for
education, the making of things, and
business fransactions, as well as for pri-
vate living and cultural activity. The heart
of many Islamic cities today still displays
this remarkable unity of space and func-
tion within the mosque, madrasa, bazaar,
private homes, and the like needless to
say, secularism destroys this vislon of unity
and the Integration of all human activity
within a Divine Norm and pattern. The loss
of this unity, at least on a more external
level, is one of the primary factors res-

‘ponsible for the plight of the modern city

within the Islamic world. It becomes even
more marked by the tact that the vast
majority of Muslims still live within a
unified-world view and cannot bear the
compartmentalized form of lite imposed
on them by the mind and will of the mino-
rity, who build for them according to
models of architecture and city planning
based not on unity but on the segmenta-
tion and separation of various domains of
human activity.

The second effect of contact with the
West Is the narrowing down of religion fo
embrace only the laws periaining to
human action, neglecting Islamic art and
the metaphysical and phylosophical
principles underlying It.

When this type of religlosity Is combined
with modernistic tendencies, it creates an
atmosphere In which the only thing that
matters is the juridical aspect of the reli-
glon and not its artistic dimension. At best,
God Is remembered as Truth, at leaston a
certain level, but He is forgotten as Pre-
sence. Hence, beauty becomes Incl-
dental, and the Islamic character of
architecture and city planning are of
total Inconsequence. What matters is that
the new city development has a mosque
or two somewhere. it matters littlle If the
rest of the city resembles the secularized
and inhuman urban spaces of modern
western citles or their suburbs, where
either Inhuman regimentation or a
rugged Indlviduallsm domindte. In such
places, the only thing that does not matier
Is the wholeness of life and the integration
of human soclety.

Despite the religious character ©
"reform’ movement in the lslamic world
and its reaction to many western things on
the level of Ideas, the transformation it
brings about in the mind and soul of the
cantemporary Muslim fortifles the secula-
rizZing tendency In its effect on architec-
ture and clty planning. Both factors alle-
nate the Muslim from those aspects of the
Islamic tradition which bedr most directly
on art and architecture, both the wisdom
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The Contemporary Muslim and The Architectural Transformation of
the Urban Environment of the Islamic World

The major modern urban environments
of the Islamic world are suffering from a
crisls which Is most directly reflected Iin
thielr ugliness and dre In stark contrast
wlith the serenlty and beauty of the tradl-
tional Islamic clty. Islamic architecture
has been eclipsed by a conglomeration
of often hideous styles or at best bland
ones, in both cases imitated from foreign
models with the pretense of universallty
and world-wide applicabllity. The crisis
within Islamic architecture and the
modern Islamic citles hardly needs to be
underlined. Nor Is It necessary to elabo-
rate here the principles and values of
tradtlonal Islami¢ architecture and clty
planning whose forgetting has brought
the present cirisls into being. Our task Is to
study the transformations which have
taken place within the mind and soul of
the contemporary Muslim and which has
brought about that inner chaos whose
externallzation is to be seen In the archl-
tectural creations of much of the con-
temporary Islamic world. The external
environment which man creates for him-
self is no more than a refiection of his inner
state. As the saying goes, “As Inside, so
outside."”

What transformations have overcome
the contemporary Muslim who Is respon-
sible for the prevalling archltectural and
urban crisls within the Islamic world?
Rather, such a question should be posed
concerning not all contemporary Muslims
but the small westernized minority which
possesses an economic and social
influence far beyond its number, a mino-
rity which represents an elite (khawas) in
reverse. The changes which affect this
small yet influential westernized minority,
as far as architecture and city planning
are concerned, affect at once intellec-
tual, emotional, and artistic elements.

To understand this process of change
and transformation fully, it is necessary
to review the two effects associated
with westernization upon Muslims: the
first, being the spread of seculariza-
tion; and the second, related to both
internal and external factors, the nar-
rowing of the tradlition (al-din) to
include only the principles of human
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actlon as embodied in the Sharla and not
the principles of wisdom (hikma) and the
norm of making things which Is contained
In the principles and methods of Islamic
art.

As far as secularization Is concerned,
the effect of westernization has been
to reduce the Islamic conception of
('lim) according to which all knowledge
including mathematics Is considered as
sacred, to the conceptlon of science as
a purely profane form of knowledge. The tra-
ditional archltect who Is entitled
mi'mar (he who bullds: (umran) in the trad-
tional sense) or muhandis (he who Is a
geometer, agaln according to the tradl-
tional conceptlon of geomstry similar to
what Is found in the Pythagorean tradi-
fion) becomes fransformed into the modern
architect with fancy offices filled
with the latest gadgets, a person who now
deals with profane mathematics and
engineering techniques divorced from both
wisdom and craftsmanship. Usually, and
despite notable exceptions, the change
also implies a loss of the humility and
dignity of the traditional architect
and the rise of a sense of egotism and
worldliness assoclated with the
“International” architect and busi-
nessman. It implies a weakening of moral
fiber and in some cases even a divorce from
ethical considerations In one's pro-
tessional work.

The intelectual change also has been
depleting such fundamental realities and
concepts as space, ilght. rhythm, form and
matter of their sacred content. They are
transformed Into post-Cartesian western
concept bearing the same name, and they
are experienced on only a limited mate-
rlal level. Space Is then no longer the
symbol of Divine Presence, nor Light of
the Divine Intellect. Architectural
rhythms which re-integrate multiplicity
into Unity are forgotten. Form loses Its
symbolic value, and material substance
becomes simply the dead, inert matter of
Newtonian physics, far removed from the
concept and experience of “matter”
entertained In traditional Islamic
cosmology.

by: Seyyed Hosseln Ngsr
Agha Khan Seminar-April 1978

Moreover, these changes are taking
place within the minds not only of most of
the modern-trained Muslim archltects, but
also of most of their major clients, who are
elther the rich or government authorlties,
and who order most of the new mcdern
archltecturse in the Islamic world. In fact,
for some people, the transformation has
been so rapid and abrupt that they do not
even redlize that the vast majorlty of the
Muslim peoples for whom they are bull-
ding still entertaln different notions of
space, light, form, and matter than those
which the modernized classes have
lsarned in modern universlties, whether
these schools are located geographl-
cally in the Occident or in the Islamic
world ltself. It Is of much Interest to note
that while traditlonal Islamic architecture
stlll survives in the craft guilds and "“in the
breast” (sadr) of certaln Individuals, there
is not a single school of architecture In the
universities of the Islamic world where this
traditional Isiamic architecture and Iis
principles are taught in a serlous manner.

As far as the imagination is concerned,
nearly the same process of desacraliza-
tion is fo be observed. The Imagination of
the traditional Muslim Is determined by
the forms and symbols drawn mostly from
the Holy Koran. In Islamic cosmology, the
world of imagination occupies an Inter-
mediate region in the hlerarchy of cosmic
existence, between the materlal and
purely spiritual worlds. lis forms, sound
and colors have an objective reality, and
its “ontological" reality serves to give
human imagination a function above
and beyond profane imagination as
understood in the modern world. The
modern Muslim has, on the contrary,
been deprived of this celestial suste-
nance, so that even where there is a
degree of creativity on the part of some of
the modernized Muslim architects, the
fruit of this creatlivity has hardly anything
to do with Islamic art and architecture.

Finally, the sensibility of those Muslims
affected by the withering influence ‘of
westernization has been deeply
changed. In fact, in this domain, even
those Muslims who still live within the tra-
ditional Islamic world suffer from the same
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EDITORIAL:

Spontaneity and Prescription
Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

An architect sees a-lot of human and aesthetic values in traditional architecture
for its clarity of expression issuing from the architect's dealing with the client con-
cerning the architectural formation suitable for his living requirements. Clarity of
expression, here, can be considered an indication of the spontaneity characteri-
zing the traditional architecture, which is combined by the unity of the local mate-
rial and divided by the spontanecus expressions of the elements of each individual
building. Such a phenomenon recurs in the urban formations of the traditional city
in both the street and the square.. in the market-place and the quarters, all of which
indicate freedom of movement in the urban development, considering the values
and traditions that governed the community, and hence governed its urban forma-
tion. This phenomenon is often subject to a great deal of studies and analyses, which
result in defining the artistic and spatial values for the fraditional city and architec-
ture, and urging on their application to the contemporary city and architecture.
And there appears unilateral prescription in designing on the part of the architect,
especially in designing residential buildings, which are the most connected buil-
dings with the living requirements of man. The contemporary residential buildings
are no longer restricted to accomodating a single person or a large family, but they
afford collective housing for families with different living requirements, material
resources, and cultural levels, which are hard to submit to the requirements of the
individual. If an architect tries to express the spontaneity of fraditional architecture
in the collective housing, he thus impeses such spontaneity on a sort of formal
expression architecture, which may lose its clarity of expression. Hence, spontaneity
imposition becomes incompatible with its meaning acquired in the traditional
architecture. Then an architerct seeks another method of expression, that is the
method of spatial or volume formation, which he derives from the modern architec-

-~ | tural trends, most of which have been crystallized by other architects on the strength
| of some technical bases differing from an architect to another, especially those who

seek to enrich architectural thinking by innovation, origination, and pursuit of

| various architectural methods based on an architect's own visions in the light of

artistic, cultural, and technological variables. And the search continues for the
shape excluding the content, so much so that an architect has become a slave to
the shape as a symbol connected with the past or with heritage.

So, it is necessary to reconsider the traditional forms according to another crite-
rion which deals with the requirements, or in other words the prescriptions of our
time, especially with regard to the huge architectural projects in which the archi-
tect, the craftsman, and the building owner do not find a place for interaction as
was the case with traditional architecture. It is feared that the Arab architect
remains bound to only one method from which he cannot be released. And here we

| broach a new method in such o field, It seeks to combine spontaneity with pres-

cription in the architectural work, and this means that the user should have arole in

| the designing phase, which requries an organizational, administratvie, and eco-

nomic effort that helps with emphasizing such a role. The user here is not a single
person but @ number of persons, each of them has got his own requirments and his
different wishes, whether concerning the built areq, the internal utilizations, the
number ot floors, or interior equipment and installations. And this helps with expres-
sion of spontaneity or clarity of both interior and exterior expression together. But,

| how can this be achieved in the multistorey, and multipurpose buildings, unless

there is an established constructional system which has room for all such variables
within it? And here the computer can play its part in putting such variables within the
established constructional system. And here, too, the architectural expression
becomes an outcome of the spontaneity of variable requirements, rather than
being prescribed by a special form or a speical architectural thbught. Hence, there
emerges a new formula which may be called Islamic architecture, or muslim
community architecture that draws a parallel between requirements of the indivi-

dual inside and reguriements of the community outside.
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