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» The Governor of Ismailia laing the cor nerstone for the wholesale marke!

* Dr. Abdelbaki lorahim shall participate
as a member in the committee sessions of
the Organization of Arab Cities' architec-
tural awards jury, for the election of the
winner of the Arab Architect Award and
prizes of architectural works. The prizes
value has increased to 30 thousand dol-
lars similar to that of the Agha Khan
Awards. The Architectural Awards Secre-
tary has published a vadluable book on
the previous awards for the years 1986,
1988.

* The Center tfor Planning and Architec-
tural Studies participated in the Interna-
tional Competition for the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina and that of the Grand State
Mosqgue in Baghdad.

* The Center has made an agreement
with Dr. Ali Sabri Yassein, the well-known
economic expert and Mr. Moustafa
Tammam and Eng. Yehia Koshak to
establish a Real Estate Investment Group
and prepare pre-investment studies tor
development projects in Egypt and
abroad.

* The Middle East wide spread magazine
has published in its 15th of August edition
an article on Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim on the
occasion of his winning the State Award in
Architecture,

* Mr. Abdel-Moneim Emara, Governor of
Ismailia has laid the cornerstone for the
wholesale market occupying an area of
10 ted on the ringroad. CPAS representa-
tives attended the congregation and
demonstrated the architectural drawings
prepared by CPAS tor the project. It is one
of several planning and architectural
projects prepared by CPAS for the benetit
of Ismailia governorate.

* Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim CPAS's president,
presented a working paper to the Egyp-
tian Engineers Syndicate calling for the
establishment of centers for building by
self help efforts in new reconstruction
areas such that the Engineers Sundicate's
branches in the governorates shall par-
ticipate in the erection and managment
of these centers on a co-operative basis.
These cenfers shall provide the necessary
architectural equipments and building
materials needed for self help efforts.

* The Center is preparing the designs and
executive plans for a number of archi-
tectural and planning projects in Aswan
governorate, The Center alse participates
in supporting the physical planning
activities in the governorate as well as the
training of the housing and planning
departments personnel.
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save energy, time, materjals and foreign
exchange,; enorts should be directed
toward moving away trom those symbols
ol progress which are impartant only
because of their high visibility and their
supposed allusions to success. Instead of
emphasis on only science and techno-
iogy, we need to direct ourselves foward
humanization of the environment and
balanced cultivation of our natural and
social resources,

Conclusions

While many aspects of the Islamic heri-

tage are imporant for us, the following are
of particular relevance in the context of
building for tourism:
1) Places for travelers and for tourism were
in abundance, and hostelries for all types
and income groups of travelers were
available. There was special emphasis on
gardens as places for entertfainment.

2) Islam teaches humility, so buildings
were kept low to denote a rejection of
luxury and ostentation. The construction of
big buildings was considered synony-
mous with pride and arrogance.

3) Islam discourages excessive expendi-
ture on buildings and encourages the
judicious use of resources. For both the
hot and dry and hot and humid climates,
architecture was used as a means of
controlling the environment. The insula-
tion properties of various materials were
exploited and a range of ventilation
systems developed.

4) The outward form of the building is not
considered important. The buildings are
self-effacing, and the exterior ‘gives no
indication of the importance of the buil-
ding nor of its interior spatial organization.
Even an important monument like the
congregational mosque is usually obs-
cured by buildings of secondary impor-
tance, like the bazaaor, slig, khén or
hammdm. The grandeur and the beaquty

of a building is revealed only when you
enter its portals. The inward-looking cha-
racter, the focus on enclosed space and
the element of surprise are used in buil-
dings, in gardens and as an important
feature of city design. These aspects are
still visible today in the madinas and
casbahs of ancient towns like Lahore and
Peshawar.

In designing buildings of importance,
and particularly in designing buildings
tor tourism, certain issues demand consi-
deration:

1) The Western model is not appropriate
because it requires sophisticated tech-
nology and conspicuous consumption of
resources. A balanced resource-
conserving model which exploits indige-
nous solutions for controlling the envi-
ronment must be developed.

2) Expenditure on buildings must be rea-
listic. Excessive stress on standards and
exorbitant expenditure in order to create
political and status symbols in the race for
modernity must be resisted.

3) The clients, private developers as well
as government agencies, must be made
aware of the advisability of seeking other
solutions. It is important that decisions not
be taken purely on the basis of optimum
utilization of land, or because of a visit to
Europe or America the client had been
dazzied by beautiful edifices.

4) A partnership on an equal footing bet-
ween local and foreign consultants is
important. Such a partnership could seek
to avoid unnecessary expenditure on
materials and undue emphasis on high
standards, and develop local expertise
and self-reliance.

5) Research on ftraditional forms and
techniques is essential, so that professio-
nals may be aided in the production of
more appropriate buildings for the future,
based upon the architectural inheritance
of Islam.

Synopsis:
* Subject of the Issue:

"“Yanbo' Industrial city and the Plan that
became a redlity”, the article discusses
the development concept - based upon
the establishment of a grand Industrial
complex demonstrating the Yanbo'
development plan after its implementa-
tion, The article presents the plan that
includes the industrial area, the harbour,
the residential area, the town center, and
the open and green areas together with
the projects and works accomplished in
Yanbo' and the provided utilities and
services.

* Technical Articles

- The Replanning of Haret Al Sadda in
Mecca Al Mukarrama: By Dr. M.H. Abdel-
baki and Eng. G. Al-Saafy. A study carried
out in Umm Al Qorra University on the
development of an area suffering a multi-
tude of urban problems. The article dis-
cusses the existing condition, objectives,
the proposed alternatives and their
analysis, aiming at the redevelopment of
the area and preservation of its tradi-
tional features.

* Projects of the Issue:
The projects awarded the Orga-
nization of Arab Cities' Prize:

- The Omani Minsitry of Foreign Affairs, a
building characterized by the perfect
combination between the contemporary
building technologies and the local tra-
ditional arts and heritage.

- The Culture Palace in Algiers, a building
that reflects the traditional features of the
Arab architecture in Andalusia.

- The Children’s village in Amman, a
compound for orphan children built with
natural materials and characterized by
its rural style.

- The Qatar Red Cresecent Society in
Doha, a building that reflects the local
architectural character in the gulf coun:
tries.

* Book Review

“Riyadh and Contemporary Civil
Organization” by Prof. Claude Shalline
and Dr. Adib Fares. The book discusses the
evolution of towns and their contempo-
rary problems demonstrating a case
study of Riyadh in Saudi Arabia.

Interview with Pioneers in
Architecture

An interview with Sir, Fredrick Gibberd
carried out in August 1964.
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4 * Sheraton Al Montazah Hotel, an e tample of Modern touristic Ar chitecture.

4 * The Toj Mahal Hotel in Karachi is an example of instant architecture.
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a hotel the size of the Taj Mahal Hotel, the
imported airconditioning system con-
sumes 100,000 galions of water every day.
This is @ quantity which the arid city of
Karachi can ill aford; it does not even
have enough drinking water for its popu-
lation of over six million.

Electrical power is similarly overs-
trained. The technology for an artificial
environment uses an inordinate amount
of electrical power. Demand already
exceeds the supply, and the limited sup-
plies availabe could be utilized for more
productive purposes. The amount of
energy and national resources required
for these buildings shouid therefore be
matters of great concern to us.

The Taj Mahal Hotel is expensive, its total
cost is about twelve million dollars. Most of
its equipment and many fixtures and fit-
tings are imported, causing a drain on
the scarce foreign exchange available to
the country. But compared to this hotel,
the cost of a foreign chain in both foreign
currency and rupees is staggering. An
international hotel of the same size, desi-
gned and built by a foreign consultancy
group, has already cost five times more
and is taking four times longer to build.
The bank interest alone is presumed to
exceed the total cost of the Taj Mahal
Hotel.

Including the local architectural orga-
nization in design and management
would benefit the developers in two signi-
ficant ways. It would encourage the
development of badly needed local
expertise, and would curb the tendency
of consultants. o use imported techno-
logy, equipment and materials, and
designs and specifications in which each
detail is oriemted toward importing the
smallest comnponents from abroad.
Employing loc.al professionals would pro-
vide a ore coordinated search for
resource-conserving technology, and
might result im the development of more
appropriate siolutions which encourage
self-reliance and indigenous initiative. |
believe that this would lead to more rea-
listic costs and shorter construction times.

For the time lbeing, we ought to question
the validity off so-called symbols of pro-
gress, particuliarly in the context of high-
rise buildings and comparable enginee-
ring feats; the:y abound in the West, but
are they suitable, appropriate and rele-
veant to us? lin the context of economic
development; emphasis should be
placed on the: evolution of lifestyles which
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The lands of Islam have a rich heritage
of buildings and gardens for tourism and
recreation. Buildings for tourism were
never considered in isolation, especially
in cities where they were invariably part
of a complex of many other activities.
However, the :architecture in many Islamic
countries was profoundly affected by
factors that swept away traditional cul-
tural values and social institutions. Among
those factors, or even the most serious
one, is the Western influence.

Western Influence:

The advent of capitalism, militarism and
mechanization, and the conquest of the
world by Western science and techno-
logy, heralded the emergence of a new
erg. The Western culture became the
ideal prototype in Muslim couniries that
were latter on categorized within the Third
World. The new institutions that developed
in India, Egypt, Pakistan,... had no roots in

traditon.
In Muslim Indiq, for example, the urban,

elements had traditionally emphasized
enclosed spaces and the interior as
opposed to the exierior. The new trend
was towards self-assertive buildings full of
rhetoric and gesture. Based on traditions
of the European Renaissance and
Baroque Periods, a new urban order was
created inwhich the building dominatea
space, wide avenues lead to major edi-
fices and the streets converged on a
square or g monument.

Independence didn't lead to a quali-
tative break from the colonial social
system, nor to any real social progress.
Cuitural intellectual, and educational
upheavl remained a feature of our
modern civilization. In the area of tourism,
it was felt that no efforts must be spared to
provide facilities to amuse and indulge
Western tourists, inorder to attract them in
ever greater numbers. The newly built
tourist facilities were therefore based on
concepis and standards of recreation In
the Western societies. Thus the high-rise
hotel became one of the most distinctive
features of our cities,

The majority of Westerners have
acquired their perceptions of Islamic
architecture from films about Arabian
Nights and nightclubs with a pseudo-
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In Islamic Countries

Islamic (oriental atomosphere), all these
rely heavily on images of arches and
domes, It is not surprising, then, that our
cities are full of buildings designed by
both foreign and local architects which
are at the best called "Instant Islamic”.
Their impression is crested by the more
application of certain elements on the
facades. In every other respect they are
poor imitations of buildings found all over

the Western World.
Since tourism is a substantial foreign

exchange earner, great emphasis has

been placed on international tourism. It
was felt that in order to attract foreign
tourists, gambling houses nightclubs and
bars must be built. Little attention was
given to domestic tourism, to the deve-
lopment of places of cultural importance
or to traditional centers of pilgrimage.

Latest developments in our countries,
however, point toward a return to fun-
damentalism and populism, and a new
awarness and assertion of self-identity.
The result of the back to-Islam movement
in many Islamic cities could have been a
rediscovery af the moral and intellectual
values of the past, coupled with the pur-
suit of spiritual growth and equilibrium,
but in terms of architectural manifestation
a lot is still desired.

At this stage we do little more than
apply certain local visual symbols fo
existing universal models. We can do little
else, unless we fashion ‘a hotel model
appropriate for our environment. This new
model would be built upon a resource-
conserving lifestyle which prevents waste
and is based on minimum adequate
standards. The hotel buildings under
construction today are really public
monuments in terms of their scale of
resource inputs. Working as | am in the
Third World, in an Islamic country with
limited resources, | am concerned about
these monuments: designed with
emphasis on Western techniques and
standards, using almost wholly imported
materials and relying entirely on an arti-
ficially created environment, they are
much too wasteful.

The crucial problem for the people in
the Third World is simple survival. None-
theless, we tend to build monumental
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edifices which are expensive, which
depend on technology we do not possess
and for which the maintenance is beyond
our medns. The Taj Mahal Hotel, designed
by me and now under construction in
Karachi, is a good example of what ought
notto be done. Review of the process of its
design may be a good way to describe
the pressures one works under in a deve-
loping country.

The Taj Mahal Hotel is perhaps the first
large hotel in Pakistan designed by a
local architect without the benefit of
advice from foreign experts. Sponsored
by a Pakistani entre preneur, the brief
consisted of a 450-room convention-
capacity hotel with a 2000-seat audito-
rium equipped with conference facilities.
In order to generate funds at an earlier
stage, a number of showrooms and bou-
tiques are also incorporated.

The site is close to the commercial
centre of the city, situated at the junction
of two important roads. The owner had
paid an astronomical price for this prime
land, and was interested mainly in two
things, maximum utilization of the land to
maximize returns, and beginning cons-
truction as soon as possible. "'As soon as
possible” meant one month from my
appointment. | did what | should never
have agreed to do-l tried to meet the
deadiline.

The owner had been impressed by
hotels he had seen abroad, and wanted
an efficient hotel. In order to optimize his
investment in land the hotel had to go
fairly high, although for ease of construc-
tion the height was limited to ten stories.
The usual standards demanded that it be
air-conditioned, have a certain number
of elevators and sufficient services; the
solution obviously pointed toward the
Western hotel model.

This hotel and all others built on the
Western model rely heavily on imported
technology. The levels of energy and
other resources needed to maintain high
standards far exceed the supplies avai-
lable. The resource inputs required for the
hotels can only be obtained by reducing
resources allocated for purposes which
have a better claim on national cutput. In
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Architectural Education
Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Controversy is often held about development of academic education its rules,
regulations, and targets, excluding the scientific content of curricula, which is left to
the competent committees. Architecture in such committees belongs to the sector of
engineering. Actually engineering education is quite different from teaching
architecture as a science and an art together. Nevertheless, those who are compe-
tent for architectural education have not been able to detach it from engir._<ring
education. Architecture still belongs since the rise of universities, to the faculties of
engineering. The title "Engineer” still has its social charm in the Arab world. Likewise
departments of physical planning have been founded, as belonging to the faculties
of engineering, despite the fact that most of their curricular subjects do not basically
belong to engineering. There graduates from such departments the planning
engineer who finds no place for him in the Syndicate of Engineers save in the branch
of architecture.

In spite of the lack of accurate statistics about the prospects of those who gra-
duate from the departments of architecture, a lot of graduates work with the sector
of public or private contractual enterprises; and even some of them found in small
undertakings a new field for practice. Only a few architects work with the consulting
firms, and a fewer number of them pursue architectural design, apart from those
who were forced under circumstances to work with local administration authorities.
According to the preceding categorization, it becomes clear that what is taught in
the faculties comes to nought in reality and actual practice, and hence the waste of
endeavour, time, and money. That's why the method of qualifying the great num-
bers of students, who put up for architectural education, needs to be reconsidered.
If there have been no accurate statistics about the aptitude of those students to be
tested before their admittance, practice has proved that only 5% of them have got
the technical and geometrical talent for architectural design, 15% of them have got
some idea of the subject, and the remainder (80%) have got no idea whatsoever of
the subject, as they depend only on the marks which admitted them into the facul-
ties of engineering, as also on the marks they had got during the academic prepa-
ratory years which bear no relation to architectural disciplines. Hence, it is neces-
sary to look for another access to develop curricula of architectural education so as
to be compatible with the student categorization regarding aptitude on one hand,
and with the actual Kinds of jobs they are to undertake after graduyation, on the
other.

Assuming that the years of architectural education are five, three of them may be
devoted to basic sciences (architectural, technical, geometric, and organizational)
so as to qualify the student for joining the two-year advanced stage of the educa-
tional process, according to the student’s aptitude on one hand, and the needs of
the market on the other. This stage may be broken up into a group of specializations,
such as architectural design, enterprises of buildings, lands development, munici-
palities mangement, or other specializations that are directly related to the kinds of
jobs available.

It remains to indicate that development begins with the teaching staff and those
responsible for the educational process, or with the authorities concerned with
employment of graduates or with both together. It is the development of the contents
of disciplines in both the three-year basic stage and the two-year specialization
stage that counts. The student may get at the conclusion of the basic stage a
diploma that helps him to work as an assistant architect. And this satisfies the need of
the market for such technical level on one hand, and limits the increasing numbers
in the specialized stage, on the other. There emerges another important factor
which influences the development process namely that of the authoritative refe-
rence works with their scarcity in the Arab world and their abundance in the West.
That's why there must be an increasing effort on the part of research centres to suit
local requirements, especially in the field of building and construction.
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