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AL MAWE'L NEWS:

* Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim, President of
CPAS, visited Saudi Arabia where he
made an agreement with arch. Zyad
Zidan for the Center to join the Interna-
tional Consultancy Group (Idea) which
includes CRS office from Huston-U.S.A.,
OTH office from Paris, the Technical Office
for Administration and Idea Center from
Jeddah. This union aims at concentration
of consultancy work for urban develop-
ment all over the world.

* Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim gave a lecture on
ARchitecture and Islam at the premioe of
Makkah municipality at the first week of
Ramadan H 1409. This was upon an inivi-
tation from the municipality.

* The Organization of Arab Citis chose Dr.
Abdelbaki lbrahim, President of CPAS, as
a member of the special jury committee
of the architectural prizes 1990 AD. This
includes three seperate prizes for the
Arab Architect the architectural project
and the arab city.

* The Center finished up the detailed
planning of the Seftlement No. (1) East
Cairo, for the benefit of the General
Organization for Urban Planning Work has
started in the execution of some of the
housing projects for the lowincome
groups in the new settlement.

* The Center of Planning and Architec-
tural studies made studies for printing the
architectural encyclopedia Principles of
Architectural Design and Urban Planning
in the Islamic City (Cairo) for the benefit of
the Organization of Islamic cities and
Capitals. The encyclopedia lies in 800
pages (35 x 50 cm), and it will be the first of
its kind in the Islamic World.

* The Center Is working on @ number of
towist and development projects on the
red Seq, Suez Canal, Northern coast, and
Saudi Arabia.

* The Center will participate in the
Architectural exhibition organized by
Ministry of Culture under the title “Tourist
Architecture”. The Center will exhibit a
group of it projects in this Field.
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Hence, preservation of antiquities
becomes a scientific and educational
necessity just as it becomes a socio-
economic necessity.

Antiquities within the framework
of land-uses:

Within the planning framework for the
city the ancient monuments are catego-
rised into a particular kind of land uses,
suitable for thier character and their con-
temporary function. For example, the
mosque is considered an architectural
element in the urban centre incorpora-
ting the cultural centre and the commu-
nity centre for the city or the quarter. Also
the wakalah or the caravansary becomes
a centre of business and tourist or cultural
activity. An ancient house, may be uti-
lized as a distinctive restaurant within the
recreational tourist scheme. Likewise, an
ancient palace may be utilized as a
center for meetings and receptions within
the context of the tourist hotel use. Equally,
an ancient building may become a
museum within the civic centre, or may
be utilized as a resthouse in a public
garden. It may also become an institute
or a research centre within the context of
educational activities. On the other hand,
a suitable ancient building may be uti-
lized as a health center. Thus, an ancient
building follows the suitable land-use
according tfo its constitution and func-
tional elements on the one hand, and to
its location within the planning framework
on the other. This means that an ancient
building retains its cultural and historical
value with all its uses which are confor-
mable to the land-uses of the various sites
in the masterplan of the city. Thus, an
ancient monument takes part in the
various activities required by the city's
urban development, and does not rigidly
stand as a silent witness for history. In all
the planning sites, an ancient menument
is directly connected to the pedestrian
routes along which the other planning
uses are put together, while the rapid
vehicular traffic extends away from them
in parallel directions, such that they turn
into the slow vehicular traffic routes in the
form of cul-de-sacs or dead-end streets.
The function of those routes will be res-
tricted to providing services for the buil-
ding clusters along the axes of pedestrian
routes, including the ancient buildings.
Hereupon, the landscaping process plays

a supplementary part in urban design
whereas the most appropriate elements
are chosen, such as palm trees or the
cypress or the similar distinctive trees. In
all cases, sources of irrigation water must
be kept away from the building, to protect
its building material. This procedure lies
within the scope of precise specialization
for preservation of the building and bases
of restoration.

Some antigquities cannot be incorpo-
rated in the city land uses, or in other
words, cannot be invested in permanent
activities. Such cases can be coped with
by separating antiquities of the ancient
ages from the urban planning context in
an open archaeological area, suitable
for such seasonal activities as festivals,
theatres or open air parades whenever
climatic conditions are suitable. Among
those antiquities are the Pharaonic,
Greek Roman, or Assyrian monuments, the
urban formation of which can allow such
activities. Although those open archaeo-
logical areas are not inlcuded within the
city’s urban planning yet they may fall
within the regional planning framework
incorporationg a number of archaeolo-
gical areas connected together by a
single tourist spine in the regional tourist
scheme. In this case, those archaeolo-
gical areas attract some supplementary
activities, such as stores, hotel groups, or
recreational areas. Thus they constitute
an archaeological nucleus for tourist
development which calls for a special
urban treatment that differs in accor-
dance to the surrounding environment,
whether agriculture, desert, mountainous,
or coastal areas.

« The compact urban Fabric of the fradi-
tional Islamic city - al-Magreb.

Synopsis:

* Subject of the Issue:

*Alam al-Benna and the Ten Years Trip"'
In the occassion of its hundred issue, we
travel with Alam al-Benna through its ten
vears ftrip, ever since its first issue
(Almaw'el) and until it became the first
scientific and professional arabic
magazine and the source of architectural
intellect in the Arab and Islamic World.

* Technical Articles:

- Makkah Architectural Heritage: by Dr.
Adel Yassin.

- Vernacular Architecture and Methods of
Construction, case study at Siywa and
Nubia: by Dr. Sayyed Abdel Halim.

- Rehabilitation and Restoration of a His-
toric Area, the Batilyya District, Cairo' by
Dr. Saleh Lamei.

- Expansion of Greater Cities: by Dr. Hazem
Ibrahim. The writer discusses some of the
problems of big cities in Egypt and some
of the activities undergoing in those cities
which are capable of deepening the
problems of expansion.

- Chats with the Pioneers: by Dr. Abdelbaki
Ibrarhim and Dr. Yehia el-Zeiny. These are
a group of interviews with some of the
pioneers dating back to the sixties. The
first of which is with le Corbusier.

* Projects of the Issue:

- Tourist Village at Herghada-Egypt: arch.
Ali Ezzam. It is considered one of the first
tourist villages in Egypt. It is characterized
by its organic plan which enables the vil-
lage to expand without loosing its cha-
racter.

- Renewal of an Architectural Association
-U.S.A.: arch NBBJ group.

Correction:
It was mentioned in the issue No. 99- by
mistake - in the incremental Development

Housing Project for Law income groups
Hyderabad, that it lies in India. The correction is
that it lies in pakistan.
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Architectural Heritage in

Summary of Part one:

Archaeological sights constitute the
historical dimension of the city culture
linking its past, present, and future, thus
stressing the continuity of the planning
process.

In part one of this article, the writer
demonstrates the suitable means of dea-
ling with the archaeological sights within
the context of the city's urban fabric,
(either as detached sights, or close
groups of buildings), in order to assist in
their preservation and reintgeration into
the community’'s daily life. Archaeolo-
gical sights are to be dealt with not only
from the urban aspect but from the
socio-economic aspects as well, consi-
dering that the monument represents an
economic value, just as it is a social and
cultural value.

The Archaeological City as an
Urban Unit.

In numerous cases, an ancient city with
all its architectural elements including its
mosques, schools, houses, shops, streets,
spaces, and walls, is considered an
urban entity into which the cultural factors
are integrated. Its urban planning
becomes then limited to all the historical
constraints of its various elements, to
which special attention is required to
envisage requirements of the present
time, such as technical equipment or
mechanical means of transportation, as
well as the related socio-economic
variables. An ancient city thus becomes
an open museum as well as a modern city
with all its contents of socio-economic
requirements of living, yet enveloped in
traditional architecture. If the city is built
according to the human scale and the
movement of man and animals, then
science will be capable to provide elec-
tric means of transportation which are
suitable for the widths of streets and
cleanness of environment, as well as

Urban Context

by: Dr Abdelbaki lbrahim

apparatuses of electric lighting, yet
enveloped in the traditional forms of the
ancient oil lamps. Besides, art shall not fail
to develop the interior of archaeological
buildings so as to have room for the
requirements of modern life. The com-
munity may add another cultural
dimension, namely keeping to the
national costumes, considering that the
costume is tantamount to architecture of
the individual and the building is archi-
tecture of the community, which
increases factors of cultural and tourist
attraction, and hence increases the
economic benefit.

The ancient city as a large urban unit
surrounded by its historical walls, is sub-
ject to socio-economic variables, where
high income groups move out o new
areas, while low-income groups move in,
Accordingly the cultural standard of the
ancient city is affected where the living
standards are lowered. Hence, the urban
fabric is also affected, just as the archi-
tectural character, which may subject the
city to deterioration, especially in the
absence of cultural awarencess with
those new groups of dwellers. Actually this
was the case with some historical cities
such as Fez, Aleppo, Sanaa, Cairo, and
Qayrawan. A special approach is
required to archaeological development
in such cities, as also to their revival so as
to be consistent with the existing socio-
economic circumstances. Hereupon, the
public participation in urban develop-
ment becomes a necessity o help with
interaction between the community and
the traditional environment, and to ele-
vate the community's awareness of the
historical and cutlural fundamentals of
such environment. Hence, dealing with
ancient archaeological cities becomes
based on popular awareness, in addition
to development of the infrastructure and
the socio-economic factors as well as

Part Il

preservation of the architectural bulk
complying with the new requirements. An
ancient archaeological city can be con-
sidered a source for deriving the plan-
ning bases which give the urban areas
their distinctive identity and their modern
cultural character, taking into account
the gradation of the social divisions,
beginning with the city level, then the
quarter, then the subquarter-considered
to be the first neighbourhood unit in the
Islamic city: It is made up of socially equal
and economically interdependent
groups, in which human relations among
their members keep to Islamic values. On
the other hand, the ancient archaeolo-
gical city is considered a source of the
urban design bases that defines the
movement of man in the successive
spaces-from the narrow roads to the wider
open squares delimited by adjacent
consecutive buildings with variable
heights relevant to the streets and roads
in an urban form suitable to the severe
climatic conditions in the same way the
internal architectural elements are used
to provide better internal climatic condi-
tions such as air-traps or the technique of
heat and noise insulation afforded by
thick walls. Moreover, the architecture of
the ancient Islamic city emphasises
equality among people in the outside,
and privacy of the individuals in the
inside, This is reflected onto the architec-
tural character of the archaeological
bulk with equal heights, similar facades
and different interiors, considering that
the facades is that of the community and
assets its values, whereas the interior
design is that of the individual and states
clearly his requirements, faculties, and
privacy. Thus the ancient archaeological
city becomes and institution for the bases
of urban planning and architectural
design which retains the contemporary
city's traditional cultural fundamentals.
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EDITORIAL:

Architectural Hopes...
Who Realizes them..... ?

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

At the time when the issue No. 100 appears, after a hundred months of mental and
physical efforts made for publishing “ALAM AL-BENA" in its resplendent form, one
cannot enumerate the numerous achievements which accampanied the appea-
rance of the Magazine. However, one can, most certainly, enumerate the hopes and
thoughts that had not been realized, because this is more useful and more suitable
to attend to.

The positives which accompanied appearance of the Magazine are clear and
well-known, as they are in front of the readers, both in the issues of the Magazine
itself and in the group of the planning and architectural books which have been
and are still being published along with the Magazine. As for the negatives they are
worth sentimental and intellectual participation, and these include unfulfilled pro-
jects, ideas, or dreams. And in order that junior architects may not keep complai-
ning about the scientific and professional loss they have been afflicted with, it is their
duty to resist such negatives that blocked the way of the architectural awakening in
Egypt which began in December AD 1984 with a call for convening the first confe-
rence of architects, designated, afterwards, as the permanent convention for
Egyptian architects, so as to attribute to it the quality of continuity. There proceeded
from such convention numerous recommendations and resolutions which have, so
far, not been implemented, since at the close of the third conference, there
appeared a group of architects working for destroying every individual deed done
in the interest of architects, while they, at the same time, are unable to develop any
collective business among themselves.

The hope to establish an association for Egyptian architects, and another for Arab
architects later on, is yet a good dream in quest of him among senior and junior
architects who can realize it, after their rights have been lost among other engi-
neering specializations. Thus the architect sees how the conditions of architectural
competitions are regarded as fair game, and the rights of competitors are dis-
claimed.

The hope to build a house for architects is still a lovely dream in quest of him who
can realize it from among senior consulting architects and contractors by searching
for the proper plot of land, by making the proper design, and choosing the proper
building method, together with discussing ways and means of financing whether in
kind or in cash.

The hope to build a house for architectural compilation and publishing is still a
pleasant dream in quest of those architects who have an aptitude for writing,
compiling, and publishing, in order that architectural concepts may wrestle toge-
ther and interact for developing a better future for Arab architecture.

The hope to build a library for architectural films is still @ good dream in quest of
him who can relaize it from the youths of enthusiastic architects so as to exhibit in it
architectural heritage and cultural achievements, as also to present to the com-
munity professional and architectural media to promote architecture and archi-
tects.

The hope for perfecting the system of competitions is yet a dream searching for
him who realizes it, without the jury chairmen, who forgot or pretended to have for-
gotten principles of the profession. The hope to search for sources of income to
relaize such dreams is still a dream in itself searching for him who realizes it by
allocating a percentage of the consulting honorarium to the advantage of profes-
sional services.

The hope to have the consulting firms categorized, the hope for laying down rules
to define the levels of architects according to graduation, qualification, and expe-
rience are also dreams searching for him who realizes them.

Hopes are numerous, and dreams are yet searching for great men among archi-
tects who are keen on the level and prestige of the profession.
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