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AL MAW’EL NEWS:

* The Centre of Planning and Architec-
tural Studies, in cooperation with the
Centire of Islamic Architectural Heritage
Revival, had made preparations for the
Planning and Architectural Exhibition of
Islamic Capitals and Cities in conjunction
with Cairo Governorate on principles of
architectural designing and urban
planning during Islamic ages in Cairo. A
great number of architects from the
Islamic world participated in the sympo-
sium.

* The Centre, along with Centre of Islamic
Architectural Heritage Revival, had
finished compiling the encyclopedia on
principles of architectural designing and
urban planning, examples of which were
displayed in the architectural exhibition.
It fell in five volumes, 220 architectural
plates, and 70 planning plates.

* Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim, chief of the
Centre, made a formal visit to England
where he met officials who are in charge
of the new towns in United kingdom. He
visited, too, a number of such towns so as
to be informed of their effects, methods of
management systems their follow-up, and
their appraisal. During the visit, he
explained the theory he had formed for
the Urban development of Residential
Settlement No. 1 east of Cairo.

* The Centre is to participate in organi-
zing a scientific symposium purposing to
achieve rules for the architectural impress
of Ismalia governorate. Such initiative was
received graciously by his Excellency the
governor Abdul Mon'im ‘Emara. The
sympoisum is to help with comiling a work
manual for the architects working with the
governorate.
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turally. In another case the detached
monument is treated as one of a set of
archaeological sights lying along one
urban spine which is represented by the
Qasaba in the Islamic city. In such case,
the archaeological sights constitute the
main oxis in the urban development of
the city taking into account the land use
distribution, planning the roads network
and traffic routes, or designing the net-
works of public utilities. In all cases the
archaeological sights are to be dealt with
carefully, in order to assist their preserva-
tion, specially where the roads and
transport network are concerned as the
vibrations affect the safety of the building,
and the resulting exhaust affects the old
building materials, in addition to the
acoustic and environmental pollution. On
the other hand, planning and design of
the public utilities network should con-
sider the safety of ancient buildings
against water leakage from the sewerage
or the water supply systems .in the
archaeological areas. There also must be
considered methods of modern construc-
tion within the urban vicinity of the
ancient monument, as well as the resul-
ting vibrations or vapours. It is possible,
through sceintific means, to determine
the fields of industrial and environmental
interaction on the ancient monument as
well as the effects of daily use both inter-
nally, externally, and the related social
behaviour or artistic awareness that is
reflected on the architecture of the sur-
rounding buildings.

For each of the preceding cases there
are special measures to be undertaken
theoretically and practically especially
within the framework of the detailed
planning of the selected action areas.
Archaeological sights are dealt with not
only from the urban aspect but from the
socio-economic aspects as well, consi-
dering that the monument represents an

economic value, just as it is a social and :

cultural value. Likewise, archaeological
sights are not dealt with as dull museums,
but it is necessary to have the monument
developed in order to fulfil its socio-
economic role in addition to its cultural
and civilization role.

Hereupon, the need arises for the eco-
nomic feasibility study of operating the
monument and reviving its activities
within the framework of the various activi-
ties in the city. Such a utilization of the

ancient monument requires certain
attention to the condition of the old buil-
ding and the materials used which may
be inappropriate to the requirements of
modern architectural equipment as the
electric, steam, or sanitary installations.
The resulting vibrations or loads may be
detrimental considering the condition of
the old structure. Hence,it is necessary to
separate the architectural elements
incorporating such installations in deta-
ched or semi-detached buildings from
the sturctural framework of the monu-
ment. It is thus essential to provide vacant
areas in the vicinity of the ancient buil-
dings, the functional condition of which
necessitates such deva\opmeni to fullil

the requirements of the present time. This
is not included in the urban design of the
sites where the ancient buildings exist.
Likewise, the bases of architectural
design are applied so as to connect the
architectural form of the ancient building
with that of the modern one, which com-
plements the function of the ancient
building.

Archaeoligists in some countries define
the ancient monument as the structure
which has got a special historical and
architectural value and dates back to
more than a hundred years. This means
that, in the course of time, new buildings
that had not already been classified as
ancient monuments will be categorized
as ancient monuments. Consequently,
some buildings of today shall be defined
as ancient monuments after the lapse of a
hundred vyears. This necessitates the
appraisal of the buildings aged less than
a hundred years, and application of the
special criteria evaluating the historical
and architectural value of such buildings,
to determine whether or not to categorize
them as ancient buildings. This neces-
siates infroducing the necessary and
proper modifications into the current
regulations. In this case, different varia-
tions of architecture, will arise some of
which have the local characteristics
whilst others bear the foreign identily of
imported architecture which came with
the cultural, economic, or political inva-
sions. Nevertheless, their continuance
and lodgement in the city's urban fabric
became an integrated part of its histo-
rical legacy, and thereupon they are
subject to scientific evaluation of
archaeological sights.

Synopsis:

* Subject of the Issue:

"Expansions of the Holy Precincts... and
the Role of Muslim Architects”, the article
demonstrates the various stages through
which the Meccan and the Prophetic
Sacred Precincts passed, since they were
established and uptill the latest Saudi
expansion. There are much confroverse
among Muslim architects towards those
two projects, especially the Meccan
expansion which is still under study. The
magazine calls for a scientific symposium,
under the auspices of His Highness King
Fahd, inwhich arab and muslim archi-
tects could participate with their know-
ledge and opinion.

* Technical Articles:

— Public Participation and Self-help and
their Role in Low-income Housing Projects:
in this article we present two cases inw-
hich such techniques were applied in
developing countries:

* The World Bank self-help projects in
some developing countires: Lusaka
-Philippines - Sengal and al-Silvador.

* Incremental Development in a housing
project for low-income groups in Hyde-
rabad - India. y

— Building an Agriculture Training Center
at Bishna - Tunis: an experiment for buil-
ding with local building materials and
methods.

— "“Saudi Architectural Heritage.. Whe-
reto?” by arch. Ahmet V.Alp. The article
aims to reveal the current state of the
kingdom's fraditional stock, and ocas-
sionally compare it with the new work of
non-saudi consultants invited to practice
in Saudi Arabia.
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— Urban Health-Care Centers - in Cairo:
DMJMIKIDDE and the Egyptian Consulitant
Engineers. This is a joint project between
the Ministry of Health and the USA AID. It
includes the development of existing
heaith - care centers, building new cen-
ters, together with trainning the
employees and reorganizing the admi-
nistrative board.
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sing and Development Bank Headquar-
ters - at Madinet Nasr: First Prize: Center of
Planning and Architectural Studies,
Second Prize: architects Ali el-Sawi and
Ahmad Hamdi, Third Prize: Arab Bureau
for Design and Consultancy.
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Architectural Heritage in Urban Context

Introduction:

Physical planning determines
the furture shape of the city under
the present circumstances, just as
its archaeological sights consti-
tute the historical dimension of its
culture linking the past, present,
and the future together, thus
stressing the continuity of the
planning process. This is due to
the fact that the archaeological
sights constitute an integrated
part of the city's urban fabric.
They’re rather the source of
indigenous heritage that pre-
serves the individuality and
identity of the city whatever
artistic and socio-economic
variables it is subjected to. Thus,
protection of antiquities is no
longer a sort of preservation and
maintenance of the heritage as
massive monuments but rather as
means of interaction between the
monument and the surrounding
environment. Thus the monument
becomes part of the community's
daily life with which it deals and
interacts as a part of its cultural
heritage and urban entity from
which the axes of urban deve-
lopment radiate. In such sense,
archaeological sights are no
longer separated from the urban
entity in which they exist, but are
rather a part of it with which they
interact depending upon the
monument’s distance from or
closenses to the urban surroun-

dings. Hence, the urban vicinity
of the monument - being the
space directly affected by the
existing monument as one of its
planning elements - becomes an
integral part of the urban deve-
lopment process.

The conservation of antiquities besides
having its cultural and social perspective,
has also got its environmental or geo-
graphical perspective as an integral part
of the city’s urban structure and one of its
basic elements. Hereupon, antiquities
conservation becomes part of the con-
servation of the urban environment in
which man lives with its climatic, geolo-
gical, and architectural aspects, thus a
part of environment conservation inclu-
sive weather, terrestiral, and water ele-
ments. On the other hand, it becomes part
of the national economy preservation
represented In tourism development
supported by archaeological areas.
Hence antiquities conservation becomes
part of the national wealth preservation
represented in the architectural and
artistic treasures. Accordingly, antiquites
conservation has got its cultural, socio-
economic, and urban elements.

Archaeological sights - whether public
property or sometimes private property
-are after all the property of the commu-
nity and subject to the regulations and
laws concerned with their preservation
and investment within the context of the
city's urban planning. The regulations
and laws organizing antiquities are not
restricted to the monument itself, but the
conservation expands to include the
environmental and urban surroundings of
the monument, that is the local space
which interacts with the monument from
both the theoretical and the investment

By: Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

standpoints.

Hence, the need arises for organizing
the antiquities departments such that they
can fulfil their objectives with regard to
preservation of the archaeological
wealth located within their scope of
competence. This could be achieved by
integration into or in co-operation with the
physical planning agencies concerned
with the determination of the future form
of the city such that it integrates all the
tourist, cultural, educational, health,
recreational, and housing uses. The
monument, usually, constitutes the main
nucleus of the cuitural or tourist areas
within the context of the master plan of the
city, and also the main facade showing
the architectural expression of the sur-
rounding buildings either through
homogeneity or through contrast in form
and not through direct adoption of the
traditonal architectural elements.
Hereupon, the need arises for the deter-
mination of the bases of urban planning
and architectural design concepts which
can assist the cultural continuity in the
architectural and urban fermation of the
monument's surroundings.

The Ancient Monument as an
Architectural Component in
Physical Planning:-

Archaeological sights exist within the
context of the city's urban fabric, either in
the form of buildings or detached sights,
or in the form of close groups of buildings
or archaeological sights. Archaeological
groups, impose a clear entity in the urban
structure of the city, and have more
influence on guiding the urban deve-
lopment process, unlike the detached
monument that is perhaps dealt with
apart from others, or considered a
nucleus for a new urban structure which is
akin to it both functionally and architec-
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EDITORIAL:

Expansion of the Meccan Sacred Precinct....
Does it Need to be Reconsidered?

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Maybe for the first time we apply ourselves to a critical discussion of the expan-
sions of the Meccan Sacred Precinct, which may lead to a re-examination of its fu-
ture projects. Our great inducement to do that is, perhaps, the desire for the stan-
ding of the Holy Ka'ba and its position in the surrounding urban space. Islam, in
principle, calls for thinking, in pursuit of what is better. If Islam has got no sacerdo-
talism of man, as also of building, the architecture of the Meccan Sacred Precinct
thus must be subject to sound scientific appraisal according to the flawless creed.
The mosque, in this context, is not a symbol to the extent as its being a place for
prayer, in addition to circumambulation of the Holy Ka'ba. If the shape follows the
content, hence, it becomes necessary that the shape of the mosque takes the cir-
cular form around the Holy Ka'ba which did not show in the architecture of the
Sacred Precinct, since it had been designed in the form of a rectangle, the sides
and colonnades of which conflict with the circles around the Holy Ka'ba, as a centre
for all directions and views. If the designer of the Meccan Sacred Precinct did not
take such an objective aspect into consideration, for structural or physical reasons,
the matter would at present stand in need of a re-examination, especially with
regard to the proposed extensions around the Sacred Precinct.

If the high-ranking Ka'ba in such a holy place constitutes the centre of the rows
moving in circles around it, the Ka'ba, too will become a centre for all guidelines of
urban development about it, this was not fulfilled by the proposed project to expand
the Sacred Precinct in the place of the Little Bazaar, (Al-Suq al-Saghire) because
such extension takes the form of a square which adjoins the old building surroun-
ding the Holy Ka'ba. The building, as thus, moves the architectural centre of gravity
away from the Holy Ka'ba, hence, the necessity to rarefy the spaces around the old
mosqgue in the form of roofless spaces which are surrounded from the outside by the
circular buildings centred round the Holy Ka'ba. This is due to the fact that turning to
the @ibla in this part of Mecca is so close to the Holy Ka'ba that it is necessary to
depend on the circular lines about the Ka'ba until the circle is expanded and its
circumference is enlarged to such an extent that its sections can be considered
straight lines turning to the Qibla. And in this place, the rectangular and square
shapes begin io appear in building the little mosques in Holy Mecca, and in other
cities worldwide, as long as they all turn to the KG'ba. The Meccan Sacred Precinct
expansion in such form shall subject the urban development of all the surrounding
areas or the vicinities of the Sacred Precinct to such a method of instruction that the
Sacred Precinct maintains its present shape, together with furnishing new open
spaces for prayer in the surrounding areas or vicinities.

It the architecture of the Meccan Mosque passed through different historical
stages each of which left its architectural print on the building of the Mosque, it
would be necessary that the new expansions be subjected, in turn, to architecture of
the present time in conjunction with the cultural attachment to the traditions of the
space. This doctrine also extends fo the architecture of the Prophetic Sacred Pre-
cinct in Al-Madina Al-Munawwara. Thus, it becomes difficult to accept the literal
repetition of the present architecture of the Prophetic Sacred Precinct, especially
when the architectural design of the new extensions, about the fivefold of it,
depends upon a jungle of columns spread over such a vast expanse of land that
man loses his sense of direction. It alsc depends on the literal expansion of the pre-
sent architecture on modern building, in both the walls and the minarets, which
indicates inactivity of architectural thinking. And this does not tally with dynamism
and development which constitute a characteristic of Islamic culture.

We hereupon call the responsibles to invite a group of eminent Muslim architects
to a scientific symposium to discuss this critical matter without sensitivity or appre-
hension.
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