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enlered under the number 563, dales
back to the fourth century of the
Hegira (the tenth of Christian era). Its
importance is due (o the fact that it is
the only surviving ancient monument
of the Ikhsheeds in Egypt. It is located
in Ein el-Seerah area east of Al Fustal
lown.

The Shrine incorporates the tomb of
Al-Imam Ahmad ibn Aly ibn
Al-Hassan who was ane of the poets of
his time in the days of Ahmad ibn
Toulon. There is, too, the tomb of
Abdullah ibn Taba Taba, who esla-
blished close relations with Kafour
Al-Ikhsheed. He died in the year Ah
348/Ad 959. We also find the tomb of
Abul Hassan Aly ibn Al-Hassan ibn
Taba Taba, known as the owner of the
houri. The Shrine includes, likewise,
the tomb of Abou Mohammad
Al-Hassan ibn Aly ibn Taba Taba who
died in the vear Ah 345/Ad 965, as
well as that of Al-Shereef Yasseen ibn
Al-Hassan and Soliman ibn Aly
Abdullah who died in the year Ah
676/Ad 1278, in addition to a large
group of people of learning and righ-
teousness.

The Shrine is made up of two struc-
tural blocks within a rectangular area
which is surrounded by a stone wall in
which there is an entrance leading to
both blocks. The first block encom-
passes the tombs of Taba Taba family,
and a Sabeel for drinking water. The
second block is topped with domes,
and consists in a quadrangular place of
prayer. Both blocks are connected by a
roofless corridor. On the south-eastern
side there is a semicircular niche
(mihrab), and the ceiling in the place
of prayer was supported by buttresses
which were built of baked bricks; and
they were pillar-shaped in the middle
and T-shaped in the walls, which
propped nine domes conslituting the
ceiling of the place.

Start of work:

1. Work began with excavating the

foundations of the place of prayer
under ils outer wall from the north,
east, and west. There were found out
the vestiges of the bearing buttresses of
the ceiling, and appeared al the corners
of the place of prayer compact pillars,
as things were in the mosque of Ahmed
ibn Toulon.

2. Restorations were done to the but-
tresses bearing the ceiling of the place
of praver (the domes), as also they
were raised (o a suitable level, and
insulated to protect them against the
ground water and the ensuing salts.

3. The plaster coatings were removed
from the Shrine walls in order Lo res-
tore, insulate, and re-plaster them. The
floors were paved after the founda-
tions had been braced and insulated
from the ground water.

4. Restorations were done (o the walls
of the Sabeel which dates back to the
Ottoman age. It was also plastered and
paved. Then its original window was
reopened and equipped with a grille, as
things were in all the Sabeels dating
from the Islamic ages.

5. The original walls of the Shrine were

_re-built, as also it was surrounded

from the outside with an iron wall
overlooking the road of Ein Al-Seerah
for guarding against attacks on the
Shrine building.

Al Azab Portal

Dr. Mamdouh Yacoub
Eng. Hassan Abdel-Nabi
Abdel Salam el-Awadly
Abdel Khalik Mokhtar

This Portal opens upon Salahuddin
Square. It’s (he portal of the stable
area enclosed in the castle of Al-Jabal.
It was built by Emir Radwan Katk-
huda Al Gilfy in Ah 1106/Ad 1747. In
its vicinity, there had existed the older
portal for such area, so-called Al Sil-
sila Portal, This Portal was traced to
Al Azab group, one of the Ottoman

I —————— e o LY el —

garrison groups in Cairo. It was one of
the first army divisions formed in the
Ottoman state, and designated (0 work
on the sea since the fifteenth century of
the Christian era. Among such divi-
sions were infantry troops for work on
the land, as they were specialized for
defending the castles of Egypt, as well
as defending the ruling Ottoman
pasha. Members of those divisions
were forbidden to get married.

This Portal was refurbished within
the framework of restorations Khedive
Ismail had done to this side of the
citadel in the year Ad 1868. The Portal
is made up of (wo semicircular towers,
with the gate which gives on the oul-
side being located between them. In
front of the gate there is a double sta-
ricase, and a ramp for driving the cars
up it. And both the staircase and the
ramp are encircled with a stone balus-
trade ornamented by small towers of
the architectural type of the year AD
1868. The gate, too, has got architec-
tural ornaments such as arches and the
like which are considerably similar to
the ornaments of Bab Al Fotouh and
Bab Zuweila.

The Engineering Dept. has done
architectural restorations to this Portal
because of its repeated cracking, and
the downfall of the baulstrade encir-
culing the staircase. The measures of
restorations consisted in:

1. Injecting the Portal floor with
re-inforced concrete inorder to brace
the floor and foundations of the
Portal.

2. Treatment of the cracks in the (wo
towers of the Portal, and doing resto-
rations to both of them.

3. Rebuilding the wall surrounding the
Portal, and bringing it back to ils
former condition before its downfall
several years ago, according to the
archaeological standards.

e VY
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I'he inside of the prayer place accompining Taba Taba

ruined in the course of years.
Moreover, the wooden frame existing
above and underneath the ornaments
was so bad that its timber had been
brittle and loose. It has been renovated
and put back into its former condition,
with its same colour tones as well as
the sizes and shapes of its ornaments.
The wooden band exisling above and
underneath the ornaments has been
painted and braced.

* Windows on all sides of the
Palace:

They have been cleaned and the dirt
sticking to them has been manually
brushed off. In addition, the incom-
plete parts have been completed and
re-shaped with (he same former
colours of the monument. It has been
also the case with the doors which are
six in number. As also the windows
which number twenty five have been
insulated and braced.

* The terrace looking on the
Nile:

— The dirt sticking to the semidomes
have been removed.

— The cracks have been opened and
the flakes accumulating as a result of
moisture have been removed.

L%

— The cracks have been treated with
flax and restored with gypsum.

— The places affected by moisture
have been putlied.

* Ceilings:

— As 1o the ceiling, most of the plaster
coating has been removed from the
laths, as also the coat of oil has been
removed from the ornamental sec-
tions.

— Regarding the oval centre of the
ceiling there were linear and latitudinal
cracks most of which are water-logged.
— The corners of the centre have been
puitied and the lacking colours have
been completed.

— The ground of the centre has been

puttied and the spots of which colours
disintegrated have been painted.

— The sky-blue flat band has been
renovated because of its bad condi-
tion, and so was the case with all the
missing parts.

— The remaining parts of the orna-
ments on the ceiling have been treated
and restored.

— The missing sections of the plaster
coatings have been completed by
means of nails and linen cords and
tying them to the laths, and then by

: it o S
Shrine - during restoration,
laying a coat of plaster and levelling it
with the surrounding ground.

— All the ornaments have been so
enhanced and insulated that they have
been put back into good condition
with the same old colour (ones.

* Arches and columns:

There were exlensive cracks, and
some of them were flaky due o mois-
ture and wealher faclors.

— The cracks existing in the columns
have been filled.

— The arches and columns have been
painted, maintained, and restored.

Al Taba Taba Shrine
Mohamed el-Hithy
Eng. Hassan Abdel Nabi
Abdel Kareem Mubarak

This Shrine belongs to Al-Shereef
Ibrahim ibn Ismail ibn Ibrahim Al
Fakhr ibn Al-Hassan Al-Mathniy ibn
Al-Hassan the grandson of Aly ibn
Abi Taleb (God bless him). The owner
of the Shrine was known as ‘“‘Taba-
Taba’. He was held in high esteem,
just as he was influential with the
princes of Egypt. He died in the year
Ah 255/Ad 869. The Shrine, which, is




2. The roof of the palace is actually
being uncovered in order to facilitate
insulation work, changing the ruined
wooden beams, and carrying out the
electric wiring. The damaged marble is
also being removed from the floor of
the building.

3. A descent was made in the flooring
of the outer street to the level of the
first step in the stairs leading to the
palace, for the purpose of paving the
street on an equal level with it.

* Woodworking:

Timbers of the windows and the
balustrade encircling the Kiosk
(palace) are being treated, as also the
rust is being removed from the iron
railing.

* Electrical installations:

The old electric wiring network is
being removed from (he building
under the supervision of the Electrical
Dept. at the Sector for the purpose of
laying the proposed new network by
the consultant engineer.

* Finely-worked restorations:

The Finely-worked Restorations
Dept. at the Sector has surveyed the

’ilepeitp

The ceiling ornaments before restoratio

ornaments of reception room, and is
actually treating the cracks and
ornaments on the ceiling of the room.

The restorations done to

Al-Manasterly Palace:

* The main hall:

The falling ornamental units have
been restored and completed, with the
walter-logged parts being put back and
injected, in conformity with the
monument as regards colour tones,
sizes, and forms in the entire hall.

* Southern terrace:

"The linear and latitudinal cracks in
the terrace were treated. Other parts in
the rest of the terrace were cleaned and
treated, with the formerly gold-plated
parts being re-gilded, and then were
re-fixed and braced in order to protect
them from the heat and the moisture in
their vicinity. In addition, all the bea-
ring columns of the terrace were
treated and painted with a view to
protect them from both heat and
moisture. Moreover, the egg-shaped
ceiling (diameter: about 6 metres) was
prepared in order to facilitate painting
it in its original colour.

* Western terrace:

All the ornaments were exposed,
completed, and gilded according to
their original forms, size, and colours.
They were then fixed and braced so as
to be protected .from both heat and
moisture. Likewise, all the bearing
columns of the terrace were treated,
puttied, and painted in the colour
which guards them against moisture
and heat.

* Nilometre:

The oxide coating which had existed
on the cresecnt fixed on top of the
Nilometre was removed, as also the
timbers existing in its middle third
were ftrealed. They were conically
shaped, and most of them were gilded,
and braced. Furthermore, the lead
coating with which the upper third of
the Nilometre is outwardly covered has
been cleaned and maintained.

* The ornamental band girdling
the Palace on the outside:

It was in a very bad condition as the
ornaments has disintegrated and the

existing sections had been water-
logged,-as also some flooring had been

UL (Y \E



Al-Manasterly Palace

e U0 0\C S —— T

at Al Roda (Ah 1267-Ad 1850)

Dr. Fahmy Abdel ‘Aleem
Head of Islamic & Coptic
Antiquites Sector

Al Manasterly Palace (which was
designated as kiosk) was set up by the
late Hassan Fouad Pasha Al Manas-
terly, Egypt’s Katkhuda during the
reign of ‘Abbas Tousson ibn
Mohammad Aly Pasha, who died on 6
Rabe’ Awwal, Ah 1276/30 Sept., Ad
1859. The Palace was erected among
some other buildings, set up by Al
Manasterly at Al Roda, including the
Saraya (Palace) and a little mosque, in
addtion to the Kiosk which was uti-
lized as a resthouse in the summer. The
Saraya was pulled down, and there
only remains of it a marble Salsabeel,
which is actually displayed in the
garden of the Islamic Art Museum in
Cairo.

The Kiosk lies al the southern end of
Al Roda Island in the vicinity of the
Nilometre from the east. It commands
a view of the Nile both from the south
and the wesl,

Both of the Palace and the Kiosk
were buill on the remains of Naj-
muddin’s Saraya (Palace) which dated
from the Ayubites era, according (o

what was reported in Al-Khutat
Al-Tawfiekiya, by Aly Pasha
Mubarak.-

The Kiosk, from the interior, con-
sists of a covered rectangular hall in
addition to the southern suite, which
includes a living hall, two sleeping

Dr. Abdel Halime Nowr-eldine
Dr. Mamdouh Yacoub

Dr. said tawfik. Dr. Fathi Hassanien
Dr. Mohamed Saleh

Dr. Asem Rizk

AT R Dr. Yehya El.Zainy

rooms, a lavatory, and another room
at the east end. There is also a wooden
terrace enclosing the Kiosk from the
wesl and the south, and faces toward
the Nile through wooden triangular
arcades, of which the ceiling was
decorated with geometric and plant
ornaments. The elevations of the
Kiosk are crowned with a wooden
awning made in the form of the Egyp-
tian cornice, and decorated with
coloured ornaments carried out on
wood,

The walls and ceilings from the
interior are ornamented in the rococo
and baroque styles influenced by the
Ottoman art, by using the egg-shaped
ceilings, semidomes, and the vegital
shapes represented in the plant bran-
ches, palm-leaf fans, and flowers, in
addition to the the basket forms,
candlesticks, and the flower pots,
together with geometric figures as rec-
tangles, squares, and arcs, in addition
to the flags, the armours, the swords,
and the javelins.

Ornaments making:

The ornaments of (he Kiosk were
made in the colouring style using dif-
ferent oil paints on the walls and the
wood or plaster ceilings. The colours
used are red, blue, white, golden,
brown, green, and black.

Dr. Ali Hassan

Dr. Saleh Lamie

Mr. Ahdel Mo'iz Abdelbad'i
Mr. Ibrahim el — Nawawi

Dr. Fahimy Abdel Alime

Mr. Abdelraof Al Youssef

Dr. Mamdouh Yacoub
Mohamed el-Hithy

Eng. Hassan Abdel Nabi
Said el-Arabi

History of the Kiosk:

It was reported by Aly Pasha
Mubarak, in his book *“‘AL-Khutat
Al-Tawfiekiya’’ that the late Hassan
Fouad Pasha Al-Manasterly had
erected al the southern end of Roda
Island a Saraya and a Kiosk on the
ruins of Sultan Najmuddin palace
which dates back to the Ayubites, and
which existed among the buildings of
Roda citadel constructed by Al-Malek
Al-Saleh Najmuddin in Ah 638. In
addition, Al Manasterly Pasha built a
little mosque instead of the Nilometre
mosque which had been built in the
Fatimid age. There is a (ablet at the
mosque with inscriptions stating that
Hassan Fouad Pasha Al-Manasterly
died on 6 Rabee’ Awwal Ah 1276,
when he held the position of minister
of the interior,

Restorations under way in the
Kiosk:

* Architectural restorations:

1. The plaster coatling was removed
from the outer walls of the palace,
with a view to expose cracks, which
were afterwards, restored. The broken
bricks and the ruined wooden beams
were also changed.

Dr. Mahmoud Maher
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim
Dr. Hazem lhrahim
Arch. Nora el-Shinawi
Arch. Hanaa Nabhan
Arch. Hoda Fawzi
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AL MAW’EL NEW’S:

Dr Abdelbaki lbrahim, chief of the
Centre, has participated in the seminar,
organized by Amman municipality,
capital of Jordan, with a view to take up
the regional planning of Greater Amman.
His Excellency has delivered a paper at
the seminar.

* Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim held some mee-
tings with officials at the United Nations
Environment Programm? (UNEP) in Nairobi
concerning appraisal of some Pro-
gramme project in South Yemen republic,
which he is due to visit in the second half
of December 1988.

* The Committee of Architectural Cha-
racter of Ismailia city, which is attended
by Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim in his capacity
as adviser to the Governorate, held some
meetings with a view to organize the
business of the committee, and to call for
holding a seminar in Ismailia, for which
distinguished Egyptian architects are to
be invited to attend in order to discuss the
technical bases for accentuating the
local character in the main or important
buildings of the city.

* The Center of Planning and Architec-
tural Studies submitted the final form of
the report on urban planning of the resi-
dential group No. 1 for approval and
drawing up the detailed plans for the
great project. The Centre assumed a new
attitude in planning this project which is
to be taken up at the symposium of new
communities due to be organized by the
Royal Authority for Jubail and Yunbu'
(Saudi Arabia) at the beginning of
December 1988.

* Dr Ramadan Mohamed Ramadan,
head of the Physical Planning Section at
the Centre, left for Oman Sultanate on a
scientific assignement.

* Arch. Hala Omar, member of the studies
and researching staff at the Centre left for
Moscow for a space of time during which
she will make her preparations for achie-
ving a doctoral degree.

* The Centre is working out the designs of
the open theatre for folk arts in Ismailia
city which has become a centre for inter-
national festivals of folk arts, as also the
social and sports clubs in the same city
are being designed just as their sites are
being planned within the framework of
the city's masterplan.
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of millions of homeless indivi-
duals who will be added to this
number.

Yet the situation, grim as it
appears, is not totally hopeless.

admitteldly, governments have
so far been bound by other prio-
rities essential for survival, such as
food, energy, and economic
development. In the field of hou-
sing there has been, on the part
of most of them a lack of firm
commitment to undertake large
scale remedial action.

There are no clear-cut, ready-made,
uniform solutions to the housing crisis, but
there are imaginative ways of seeking the
rational and efficient use of scarce
resources and of mobilising individual
initiatives and potentials such as self help,
self-reliance, and communal participa-
tion.

It is now quite evident that government
controlled mass housing programmes
have not been to eliminate chronic hou-
sing shortages. After all, between one-half
and three-quarters of all new dwellings in
the Third World are built by the population
themselves, without government help. It is
our contention, that individuals and
people-when they are organised-can
reduce significantly housing shortage,
provided the situation or environment in
which they live is conducive to individual
and communal initiatives aimed at
improving or constructing their own dwel-
lings. That is if they are allowed free
access to essential resources such as land
tenure, building materials, and credit
facilities. Where this condition has been
fulfiled people, either individally or
communally, have succeeded in buil-
ding five times more dwellings than
governments have with the same amount
of funds and, moreover, they have done
so according to standards better
adapted to their needs and life-styles.

Regretfully, however, these initiatives
and policies - one might call enabling
policies - have been thwarted by prevai-
ling vested interests, administrative plan-
ning regulations and bureaucratic red-
tape.

In the tew cases where these restraints
have been eliminated there is ample

S R -

proof that local initiatives undertaken by
individuals, community groups and non-
governmental organizations have been
able to put into practice housing alterna-
tives that the beneficiaries can afford and
which correspond to their real needs.

This under-estimated and under-used
potential, inherent in private communal
organisations, can relieve considerable
pressure on government housing pro-
grammes. Alternately, however, local
communal endeavours can only be suc-
cessful if institutional and infrastructural
support is provided by governments. The
reason being that individuals and local
community groups are not financially or
technically capable of providing infras-
tructures, utilities and services on their
sites.

If this premise becomes the accepted
,norm in housing policy, governments, in
order to be more cost-effective, should
reduce expenditure on cenirally orga-
nized turn-key housing projects and
spend more on the installation of infras-
tructures and services. At the same time
they should intfroduce institutional reforms
enabling easy access to resources such
as land, materials, and finance.

The role of governments in housing
should thus change from being provider
of dwellings to that of being the supporter
of local community-based housing pro-
grammes. Governments would therefore
complement what community is not
capable to provide for itself.

Finally, this premise implies that we must
have more faith in the capacity and
ingenuity of local communities in control-
ling their own destinies, as they know best
what their needs are. We must avoid arbi-
trarily imposed magic solutions that are
considered replicable any where, irres-
pective of each country’s specific pro-
blems.

Each community must seek out viable
and practical solutions that are relevant
to its particular cultural and ecological
contexi.

Finally, one could summarize the aims
of this seminar in the following points:
exchanging of ideas on housing design,
demonstrating the common factors
governing the housing crisis in the Third
World, and putting realistic guidelines
regarding possible solutions that are nei-
ther arbitrary nor imported uncritically..

Synopsis:

— Subject of the Issue:

“Present Urbanization Problems in the
Egyptian City: Random and Systemized
Planning'. The article features the existing
urban problems in all Egyptain cities.
Such problems appear in all surveys, are
well diagnosed in conferences and stu-
dies, its solutions are prescribed in hun-
dreds of recomendations; however we
don't have the governmental machine-
ries capable of dealing continously with
such a situation.

— Technical article:

“Approach to Islamic Intellect and the
Urban Strategy™ based on a book written
by Dr Mohamed Abdel Sttar Osman under
the title “The lIslamic City". The author
demonstrates and analysis the funda-
mentals and theories of urbanization as
appeared in Islamic fikh books and ins-
criptions. The author stresses some points
such as the relation between architecture
and the ruler's policy, the basis for choo-
sing cities’ sites, urban planning metho-
dology and building regulations....

— Projects of the Issue:

“Development of el-Safaa Square,” the
project undertaken by Kuwait Municipa-
lity aims at the beautification of el-Safaa
Square, and improvement of the sur-
rounding pedestrian streets. The project
consists of a centeral tower, a resturant, a
cafeteria, and commercial shops.

* Housing project at San Mark Street-
London: arch. Jermy Dixon. The architect
aimed at fulfilling the individual requi-
rements of the residents-especially
privacy-and in the same time creating a
structure that integrates with the urban
fabric of the city. He was able to give
each unit its own entrance, directly from
the street, and its own garden. The resi-
dential units were grouped in four levels
continious appartment buildings that
reflect the traditional Georgian style.
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The Architecture of Housing

Based on a paper pesented by Dr Said Zulficar to the 11th seminar organized by the Aga
Khan Award under the title *‘The Architecture of Housing'' at Zinzibar-Tanzania, in the Period

from 12-16 Oct. 1988.

The aim of the "Architecture
and Housing” seminar is to for-
mulate realistic guidelines to be
pursued by architects and
physical planners for the design
of dwellings that harmonise living
space and enhance the quality
of life... Through the proceedings
of this seminar we-participants
and organizers-hope to demons-
trate how architects and housing
specialists, by amplyfying their
knowledge of the architectural
design process, can conceive a
culturally relevant architecture.
We shall also look into the cul-
tural aspects of design or, in other
words, the development of
appropriate styles and forms
which are the expression of indi-
genous cultures, which are in
harmony with residents’ life-styles,
and which are not mere replica
of forms methodologies, and
techniques imported from
abroad and arbitarily imposed
by official housing authorities.

Hitherto, governments in the
Third World have contended to
improve the built environment by
purely technical methods prima-
rily aimed at a high volume of
constructions . without regard to
cultural and social factors. Their
housing programmes have been
determined, not by a thorough
analysis of real housing needs,
but by the meagre financial
means at their disposal and by
the productive capacity of their
construction industries.

The dwelling areas that have
since arisen tend to be little more
than lifeless settlements, drawn
up by professionals who are lac-
king in design sensitivity and in
consciousness of the cultural
identity and social habits of the
residents for whom these dwel-
lings have been built.

But design is only one facet of a
much more complex problem,
and for the majority of the fast
growing populations of the Third
World, it is not considered to be
the crux of the matter. Conse-
quently, the focus of this seminar
on the design aspect of housing
must not lead us to overlook the
global dimension of the housing
phenomenon which in the Third
World, is characterized by a
chronic shortage in housing and
deplorable conditions in much of
the existing stock.

Housing, along with food, are
the two basic necessities of life. If
maijor efforts have been made in
recent years in Third World coun-
fries to overcome hunger and
malnutrition, in the field of hou-
sing however, the situation, can
only be resumed as dramatic.
Indeed, accelerating population
increases and uncontrolied
urban migration outstrip the pro-
vision of new dwellings. This has
resulted in an alarming escala-
tion in homelessness and over-
crowding and a constant dete-
rioration in the quality of life of the
maijority of the people.

A glance at statistics is hardly
reassuring: there are at present
more than 41000 million people,
who live-or rather subsist-in subs-
tandard and overcrowded hou-
sing conditions. As the imba-
lance between populations
growth and urban migration, on
the one hand, and the supply of
dwellings, on the other, continues
to increase. The situation in the
cities worsens further to the point
that developing countries will
have to build an additional 10
million dwellings each year, just
to keep pace with present sub-
standard conditions. And this
theoretical target is far from
being reached. For example, in
1950, Cairo was the only city in
Africa with more than 1 million
inhabitants. In little more than 10
years time, by the end of this cen-
tury, there will be more than 60
such cities on this continent. In
1983, the total urban population
of the Third World was estimated
at 1200 million. In eleven years
time, by the end of century, it will
have reached the figure of 2100
million or nearly double the pre-
ceding figure. If present growth
rates continue unabated, the
urban propulation of the Third
World will double again by the
year 2025 when it will reach 4100
million persons. Consequently,
housing planners must not only
concern themselves with the
present billion people inade-
quately housed, but must simul-
taneously cater for the hundreds
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EDITORIAL:

Architecture.... and Mass Media
Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Architecture as an art and science, or as a cultural product that concerns all
people without exception, does not enjoy the same respect mass media have for
other arts, despite the fact that it is the mother of arts. There are weekly pages for the
arts of theatre and cinematography, as also there are weekly pages for sport which
shed light on the stars and discuss the results of competitions. Likely, there are the
weekly pages for accidents, as also about literature and men of letters. And archi-
tecture, in all this, is far and away distant from journalistic or mass media treatment,
due to the fact that the community's view of architecture in the developing countries
is limited to its being a sort of engineering work in which there is no need for artistic
values or cultural considerations. In this context, community ineludes all its citizens
and officials, except for few of those searching for originality, which did not come
within the interest of the press or the media. There are journalists and media men
who specialized in economics, politics, cinematography, theatre, sport, and the
affairs of accidents. Among all of those there is no journalist or media man who
specialized in the affairs of architecture or urbanization, and that is why architec-
tural awareness with the common people has come to its lowest intellectual level.
Thus, a citizen is no longer able to differentiate between originality and contempo-
raneousness, so much so that architecture has become nothing but floors borne by
groups of columns. So long as the structure is strongly built, there is no need, after-
wards, for formation or expression. And this in itself, is a cultural reflection in the
developing communities. Hence, the street, in an Arab city looks like a carnival of
buildings, clothes, signs, lighting elements, and trees. And the media are far away
from all of that, since the press is not as interested in roads’ beauty and landscaping
as in beauty queens. If such is an indication of something it is inevitably an indica-
tion of culture deterioration from which the developing nations are suffering.

However, the case is quite different in the developed and more advanced coun-
tries, which take special interest in architecture because it constitutes the cultural
and artisitic context, within which the community lives, works, and moves on. Many a
large architectural project are broached for media discussion on the pages of
newspapers and magazines, with all people including experts as well as presidents
making their contribution to the discussion.

And the dailies appear with their pages covering the current architectural events.
As also TV programmes present examples of the world architecture. Thus, there
emerged the importance of architectural criticism on the pages of the daily and
weekly newspapers. Thus, too, some media men have specialized in technical and
architectural criticism and parcticed it on the pages of newspapers and magazines
with all freedom and objectivism, as in all cases architectural work has fo do with
the economic aspects of the citizen as well as the social necessities of the family.
Likewise, it deals with the industry of building and construction, and it even affects
the national economy. Nevertheless our media men are still far and away distant
from the affairs of architecture and its troubles. It seems that intellectual develop-
ment of media men does not go into the urban or architectural fields as though they
fall under the field of pure engineering specializations, which is attributable to the
community's view of urban and architectural fields. And hence such fields are
taught in the faculties of engineering and not of architectue, as Is the case with all
countries of the developed world, where architects are held in high esteem, and
their achievements are presented in the media, so much so that an architect finds
himself sooner or later of a world standing. And that's why some Arab architects
have entrusted their achievements to the Western media in quest of high renown.

Such Is a call for Arab architects to plunge into the world of the media, just asitisa
call for Arab media men to plunge into the world of architecture.
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