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2. Munshat Abu Omar:

As to the German mission, it carried out
excavations in the area of Munshat Abu Omar-
Hussayniyah district-east of Delta. The excava-
tions done north of the site resulted in the dis-
covery of a group of tombs, most of them date
back to the age of the beginning of dynasties and
the others to the Greco-Roman age.

There were also found out (12) golden frag-
ments a collection of brass rings and bracelets,
as well as some pottery vessels. The German
mission is to do the full scientific publication
about such excavations.

3. Al-Suwwah excavations:

Al-Suwwah area is the ancient cemetery of the
present Saftel Henna area. It is located east of
Zagazig city at a distance of 15 Km. In the
ancient Egyptian time, it was the capital of the
twentieth province of Lower Egypt. It was
named Yarsobad, during the Egyptian ages, as a
symbol for its being the seat of serving the god
*Sobad.’’ The Greeks anciently knew it by the
name of Aramya or Vanusa.

All the ancient monuments excavated in this
area during the former seasons hitherto date
back to the Greek and the late ages, and Al Sawi
age in particular., There was excavated a large
group of wooden coffins in a collective gra-
veyard dating back to Al Sawi age. Inside them
there was found a collection of amulets as well as
scarabs for the heart and others. Some of these
amulets were made of pure gold, and the others
were made of precions stones such as faience,
agate, and porcelain.

Besides, there was found in one of such tombs
a huge limestone coffin which dates back to the
Greek age. Inside the coffin there was an
unmummified body which confirms the exis-
tence of some Greek communites that re-used
some tombs of ancient Egyptian ages, and
settled in this area. Maybe, it was a garrison or
an application of the policy of merging with
Egyptians and observing their customs and their
burial way. Beisdes, there were found many
varieties of pottery vessels, daily use utensils,
and a collection of corpses dating back to the
late Egyptian ages, with some of the them dating
back to the Ptolemaic age.

4. Area of Tel Al Dhab’a,
(Sharkia Governorate).

The Austrian mission did excavations this year
on two archaeological sites, the first was

Othman land and the second was Evon land.
While excavations carried out in Othman land

Y

resulted in the appearance of compound tombs
that were built one above the other, and the
double tombs dedicated for two corpses, exca-
vations in Evon land resulted in the discovery of
ancient dwellings used as tombs, and dwellings
dating back to the Hyksos age, as well as store-
rooms which belong to the same age.

There have been found out inside the tombs
spearheads of the king in addition to a collection
of part broken pottery pitchers, vases, and
plates...etc. The Austrian mission will do the full
scientific publication of such excavations.

Fourth: Excavations at Marsa

Matrouh:

Within the area of Marsa Matrouh, there
work two missions; the first is the Polish mission
and the second is the mission of Pennsylvania
University. As to the mission of the Polish insti-
tute it carries out its excavations in the archaeo-
logical areas (Marina-Alamain) according to two
work plans.

The first work plan covers a part of Marina
Alamain area, where excavations uncovered
Greek tombs in the form of a greaded pyramid
under which the corpses are buried. The activity
of the mission includes completing the excava-
tions previously done in this area by the Egyp-
tian Antiguities Organization.

The second work plan: is the plan of doing
restorations (o the excavated visible immovable

monuments in the Greek town that had been
uncovered during excavations of the area. This
mission worked for only one season in the past
year, when it carried out the preliminary pro-
cesses such as area survey, working outl the
reports, drawing out the work plan and appro-
priations.

The mission of Pennsylvania University, too,
has carried out excavations in the area of Marsa
Matrouh, within the bounds of the east harbour.
It worked throughout two conseculive seasons.
The mission excavated a Greek house, some
superficial burials, and a lot of pottery frag-
ments, which derive their importance from the
inscriptions representing the civilizations of the
ancient orient. Some of the pottery fragments
are considered like an extension of what the
mission had formerly excavated in Libya. The
mission has excavated also a Byzantine church.

Fifth: Daqahliya Governorate area:

Excavations in this area were carried out in the
easternmost part of Tel Temay Al Imdeed,
where there was discovered a group of movable
and immovable ancient monuments, consisting

in vestiges of a red brick tomb, and a red brick
wall. Besides, there were vestiges of buildings
which were probably used as storerooms.

As to the movable antiquities, there were
found a badly preserved box made of lead, a
broken pottery amphora, different sized and
different shaped vessels, and three bronze coins.

M

Wadi Aagila excavations south Sinai. A general view of the cemetry.



tion to the god ‘‘Hobry’’ in a ship sailing in the
sky. The oars’ heads take the shape of the
hawk’s head.

On the upper part of the west wall there is a
painting which represents the owner of the tomb
kneeling down with his hands raised in a state of
devoting to the god **Ra” in a ship sailing in the
sky.

In the foreground, there sits the baby (Horus)
or Harbocrate, with his right hand raised to his
mouth. On both sides of the ship, there are
figures of monkeys raising their hands in front
of the god.

Horus Military Road

From the reign of ihe fifth and sixth dynasties
circa 2500 BC, there appeared on the walls of
ancient buildings inscriptions representing bea-
ting the Asians who were on the easterly boun-
daries of Egypt. Besides, we find that the Text of
Uni dating from the age of the Old Kingdom
2400 BC refers to such punishment of the
Asians.

And from the beginning of the Middle
Kingdom circa 2000 BC, trading between Egypt
and Asia began to boom. It was believed that the
routes of trade between Egypt and Asia began to
take a clearly defined shape as well as a usual
path as from the beginning of the Middle
Kingdom. However, there is nothing ancient
hitherto indicating the existence of such route,
and we may attribute it to the age of the Old and
Middle Kingdoms, according to the available
information up till now.

And from the age of the Hyksos to the age of
Modern Kingdom, we find that all military
compaigns took a main rood beginning from
Seila Fortress near the town Kantera East as far
as the present town of Gaza.

There were constructed many Egyptian for-
tresses, still undisclosed, in different points of
this road. The British archaeologist Gardiner
tried to define the road clearly but he faced a lot
of difficulties because of the sands which cover it
completely, and thereupon it became difficult to
search and dig in order to discover the distin-
guishing marks of the road. And the site on
which the present searching operations have
begun since the year 1985 is named Tel Al Heer
which is a part of an ancient hill used by Israelis
as a military camp for their soldiers during their
‘occupation of Sinai. There have been no clearly
defined marks in any respect to indicate both the
nature and architectural elements of that hill.

Thereupon, a scientific archaeological plan was
formed with a view to discover the remaining
elements. Digging has resulted in excavating
mud-brick walls in addition to remnants of darts
used by soldiers in the war. Work is still in pro-
gress on this archaeological site.

Activities of Egyptian Antiquites
Organizataion

The Egyptian Antiquities Organization (EAQ)
is doing a lot of digging and excavations in
various areas of both Lower and Upper Egypt
including all archaeological fields. In doing such
excavations the Organization is assisted by
foreign missions from France, Germany, Aus-
tria, Poland, and Pennsylvania. This sort of
activity covers areas in Sinai, Daqahlia, East of
the Delta, and Marsa Matrouh.

First: Excavations in Sinai:
North Sinai:
1. (Tel Habu:)

Excavations were done in this archaeological
hill after an archaeological survey had been
carried out some years ago. Such survey resulted
in finding stone fragments on which the names
of Hyksos Kings (Bam Hsi and Asah Ra) were
inscribed. The excavations resulted in discove-
ring vestiges of a strong citadel surrounded by a
thick wall with recesses and protrusions, in
addition to vestiges of residential dwellings and
kilns. There was discovered, too, a number of
jars dating back to the Hyksos age, as also some
others dating back to the age of the Middle
Kingdom. Still the site requires more work to
complete finding out its remnants.

2. Tel Al Heer:

Excavations were carried out by an Egyptian
archaeological mission on Tel Al Heer, which is
considered a fortified defensive citadel, on
Horus Military Road north of Sinai. Work on
the site ended in discovering a Roman camp, on
top of the locations, built of baked bricks. The
camp consists of vestiges of buildings in the
middle of which there is a main street flanked by
columns built of baked bricks. In the north east
part of the wall surrounding the citadel, a group
of rooms, kilns, and pottery vessels was disco-
vered. Yet the survey needs more work to find
out more details.

e Second: South Sinai:
1. Aagila site:

This site lies at a distance of 30 Km. east of
Suez, and 60 Km west of St. Catherine. The site

of excavations is located at a distance of 500 m.
west of both Al Rahma and Al Banaat monas-
teries. The site is also about 20 m. higher than
the lowland of the valley. Excavations were done
on such site in view of the appearance of some
human bones and the stones which indicated the
archaeological importance of the site, in addi-
tion to existence of some pottery and glass
fragments on the site. Such excavations resulted
in the discovery of buried things taking different
positions. Some of them were found decayed in
wooden coffins and bronze nails close to them.
Such graves were built of sandstone and granite
in a rough shape. It is more likely that such
cemetery dates back to the fifth and sixth cen-
tury of the Christian era.

2. Youn Moussa Site:

Work began on the area of ‘Youn Moussa
with a view to uncover a part of some archaeo-
logical buildings which had become visible as a
result of weather factors. At the beginning of
work, there was found out a bath which was
clarified in the process of work as obviously
dating back to the Islamic age. This having been
uncovered work shifted to another site close by,
where it resulted in finding out a group of
baking ovens dating back to the Roman age as
well as a cemetery dating back to the Ptolemaic
age. The site still requires more work.

Third: Excavations East of Delta:
1. San Al Hagar:

The French mission carried out excavations
near Zagazig city, and strictly speaking, in San
Al Hagar. The acreage of the area of excavations
is not more than twenty feddans, where some
royal tombs and disintegrated sections of tem-
ples had been discovered during previons sea-
sons. The most important of such discoveries
during AD 1987 season, in the vicinity of the
wall and the royal cemetery, are the following
immovable monuments:

1. In the area close to the royal tombs, there
were excavated the remaining parts of the wall
which dates back to different periods, because
some parts date from the time of Shashang,
some from the time of King Ousercon, and some
others from the Greco-Roman age.

2. Besides, the first pylon of King OQusercon was
excavaled in the vicinity of the royal tombs, as
also four different sized and different-shaped
wells were excavated.

Such works were followed by translocating
some excavated archaeological monuments such
as, apothery box, and a collection of coins
dating back to the Greco-Roman age.

it
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Nekht tomb, Ba-nahsi tomb &

Nekht tomb No. 52
at Gurna - Luxor

The tomb No. 52 at Gurna belongs to a
member of the 18th dynasty, and to be exact,
during the reign of Tohotmos IV, who was
named Nekht. He was one of the senior officials
of Tohotmos IV. Among his titles was the res-
ponsible officer for the royal grain and wine
stores. Besides, he was the chief stargazer or
royal astronomer. Such office was formerly
considered among the very significant positions
in Egypt.

The Nekhat tomb is one of many royal
members’ tombs at Luxor. There are six major
cemeteries named after their adjoining new vil-
lages. The cemeteries are located on the west
bank of the Nile. All of them incorporate more
than four hundred tombs, from the age of the VI
dynasty to the Greco-Roman period. The most
frequented tombs in such cemeteries are those in
the Gurna cemetery. Although the Nekht tomb
is the smallest one in the cemetery its condition is
the best of them all, because of its vivid colours
and decorations.

Such type of tombs, including the Nekht
tomb, are designated as the tomb-chapel. At the
end of the tomb, there is a niche in the wall
incorporating a statue of the tomb owner. The
general architectural design of tombs consists of
two sections; the chapel cut into the rocks, and
an underground buring room. It seems from the
scenes decorating the chapel that they were
illustrations of the daily life manifestations, as
also, of the Egyptian house in the age of modern
kingdom, since most of such tombs belong to the
Modern kingdom. There is a corridor cut into
the rock. At the end of the corridor there is a
door openning into a cross hall that looks like

Mr. Abdelra’of Ali Youssef Dr.
Dr. Mamdouh Yacoub

Dr. Fathi Hassanien
Dr. Mohamed Saleh
Dr. Asem Rizk

\O uy e Dr. Yehya EI.Zainy

Horus Military Road.

the vestibule of the house. From this cross hall
there is another corridor hewn also into the rock
and leads to a wall recess (niche) or a chapel, at
the end of the tomb, where there is a statue of
the tomb owner, and where offerings were made
and rites were done. At both ends of the cross
hall there are two plates, one illustrating some
details about the owner of the tomb, and the
other consists in a seeming door.

Visiting the Nekht tomb, we find that it has

got all the architectural, technical, and funeral
specifications of the age it represents, namely
that of the Modern kingdom. Nekht and his wife
Taoe are buried in the room lying opposite to the
chapel. It’s worth mentioning that his wife was
one of the hymn singers at Amon temple.

The tomb of Ba-nahsi Signet
bearer of the King, from Sawi
Age at Ein Shams

There was excavated a graveyard, dating back

to Sawi age (or renaissance age), on top of which
there is a number of tombs dating back to the
Greco-Roman period
christian burials, in the present town of Ein
Shams which was a part of the great city **‘Own"’
capital of the thirteenth province of lower
Egypt. Among its most important godheads are
““Ra’’ and *‘Atom”’. And among the excavated
tombs there is a painted tomb which belongs to
the so-called Ba-Nahsi.

in addition to some

Ba-Nahsi built his tomb in the graveyard of

the twenty sixth dynasty. It has got a distinct

Ahmed ElL.Sawy

Dr. Abdel Halim Nour El-dine
Dr. Ali Hassan

Mr. Fahmy Abdel Alime

Dr. Saleh Lamie

Mr. Abdel Mo'iz Abdelbad’i
Mr. Ibrahim el — Nawawi

character, since it was topped by a now-extinct
shrine, a limestone-built well leading into a
vaulted burying room. The interior walls of the
tomb carry paintings and inscriptions, egnraved
and coloured, which are still in a good condition
that certifies the fineness of art during the Sawi
age, that is the Seventh century before Christ.
The walls of the tomb are decorated with pain-
tings repesenting the owner of the tomb while
being in a state of devotion, beside his name and
titles which read as follows: “*Singnet-bearer of
the King in (Lower Egypt) the sole friend,
Ba-Nahsi the Veracious.™

Besides, the walls of the tomb bear religious
inscriptions which are engraved and painted in
colours, some of which still are in a good con-
dition. The inscriptions consist parts of the book
of ‘the Dead’, which is known, in the Old
kingdom, as ‘‘texts of the Pyramids'', in the
middle kingdom, as *‘texts of the coffins,’ and in
the Modern kingdom, as ‘‘Book of the Dead."
They are the same texts that were developed
during the later period, especially in the renais-
sance age.

Ba-Nahsi the owner of the Tomb lived in the
reign of king Bsmatic from the twenty sixth
dynasty. The vaulted ceiling of the tomb carries
a painting illustrating a woman with her name
written above her, and there are two engraved
lines beneath her designating the name and title
of the deceased. The colours on the ceiling of the
room are still in a good condition.

Among the paintings on the east wall of the
tomb, one illustrating its owner while kneeling
down, and rnising his hands in a state of devo-

Dr. Mahmoud Maher
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim
Dr. Hazem Ibrahim
Arch. Nora el-Shinawi
Arch. Hanaa Nabhan
Arch. Hoda Fawzi
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Emmm ALAM ALBENA

AL MAW’EL NEWS:

* Prof, Dr. Nehad Toulon, Dean of the College
of planning (Oregon University, U.S.A.) has
paid a 3-week visil to the Centre with a view to
prepare for exposition of the detailed prepara-
tion of the Action area plans for the Holy city of
Makkah, submitted by the office of arch. Zigad
A. Zeedan in Saudi Arabia.

* The Centre has entered into a contract with
Ismailia Governorate 1o make the physical and
architectural studies for the 5-year plan projects
in the Governorate. Besides, the Centre is cur-
rently carrying oul reorganization of the
physical planning agency in the Governorate so
as 1o upgrade its performance.

* The Centre took part in the architectural
exhibition entitled **Heritage in Contemporary
Architecture’’. The exhibition had been opened
by the Minister of Culture on 30 July, 1988, on
the occasion of the World Architecture Day. It is
the first architectural exhibition to be staged for
Egyptian architects’ achievements.

* The Centre is making preparations for holding
the sypmosium *‘Principles of Architectural
Designing and Physical Planning,'" which is 10
be organized, for two days, by Organization of
Islamic Capitals and Cities. The symposium is o
be accamponied by an exhibition incorporating
the findings of the architectural and planning
studies made by the Centre in collaboration with
the Centre of Islamic Architecture Revival under
the chairmanship of Dr Saleh Lamey. The 18th
of Nov 1988 has been assigned, in principle, as a
date for opening the exhibition and submitting
the findings of the studies achieved. The 19th of
Nov. 1988 has also been assigned for holding
two seminars; the first for discussing principles
of architectural designing, and the second for
discussing principles of physical planning.

* **Development and Environment™ magazine,
which is issued by the Egyptian Agency for
Environment has published, in its issue on the
tenth of July, 1988, an interview with Dr
Abdelbaki lbrahim on rooting the cultural
salues in contemporary architecture.

* Eng. Ahmad Abd Rabbuh, from CPAS staff,
has got. the Master degree of planning at
Al-Azhar University (Cairo), The subject of the
study is “*Factors Affecting the Tourist Deve-
lopment  in  Historical Areas of Egyptian
Towns™. The thesis was prepared under the
supervision  of  Dr Mohammad Abbas
Al-Za'frany
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Fig (2) Mosque of Abd-al-Bagi Chorbaghi,
Alexandria (1758)

pleasing effects, particularly in the square ins-
criptions in Kufic which, like the stone and
stucco goemetric patterns on the portals, are
worthy of the best buildings in Cairo.

The Terbana, Chorbaghi, and al-Abbasi
mosques also share with the domestic architec-
ture of Rosetta common modules to articulate
their facades. The play of solid and void in the
facades is controlled and successful; the impres-
sion is of unpretentiousness, strength, and
monumentality, achieved through the well-
balanced proportions of each element and their
relationship to each other and the importance
given to the high portals.

Figi3) Courlyard between mosque and Wikalah.

The portals are well integrated on one side of
the facades; in the Terbana and Chorbaghi
ques, the double row of rectangular ope-
nings at ground-floor level and arches in the
arcade on the first floor combine to create with
the portal a well-balanced composition. In the
al-Abbasi Mosque, the portal is balanced by the
mass of the domed tomb of Abbas to its right. In
the domestic architecture of Rosetta (but the
same must have been ture of Alexandria and
Damietta), the houses - like the mosques - are
hinged visually on their portals, with a counter-
part of windows and screens opening in the
otherwise plain brick facades at well regualted
intervals and in perfectly coordinated symmetry.

Here is a good example of a well assimilated
lesson learnt from metropolitan models, an
understanding of what constitutes the modules
of Mamluk architecture in Cairo; it is not a sla-
vish copying but a reinterpretation in another

material - brick instead of stone - of sophisti-.

cated architectural canons. Briggs listed several
characteristics which have been described so far
and which for him constitute what he calls the
‘Delta style’: a great simplicity of design; a bold
treatment of minarets; walls usually covered
with stucco; somewhat rustic woodwork; occa-
sional faience; use of red and black brickwork
on porches; bricks formed into borders and
geometrical patterns; reused antique columns;
pendants in portals. It is permissible to broaden
the geographical range of his definition, from a
specifically Delta style to include all the Egyp-
tian provinces. The survival and permanence of
long-established motifs and the mastery of the
craft of brick building reinforce the credibility of
an overall provincial Egyptian style: for
example, the drum of the al-Abbasi Mosque
with its archaisms, and the ‘Delta’ portal of the
Mosque of Hajjaj in Luxor demonstrate the
diffusion of vernacular technique.

Synopsis

* Subject of the issue:

— “‘Understanding Slums: the use of
public space’’ by Witold Rybczynsti,
Vikram Bhatt (Open House Interna-
tional Vol. II No. 1 1986). The article
is part of an on going project that is
studying the physical performance of
slums in India; the first phase dealt
with the public spaces adjacent to the
home.

— ‘“*Heritage in Contemporary
Architecture’’ was the title of the latest
architectural gallery organized in
Cairo on the 30 of July 1988. The
gallery was sponsored by the architec-
ture committee ofthe Supreme Council
of Culture, and was inagurated by the
Egyptian Minister of Culture.

Projects of the Issue:

— Centers of Specialization - in India:
the institution as a building type is a
product of post-indpendent India
when technological development and
specialized education were given
priority in the national programme.
(A+D Vol. III No.5).

— SOS YVillages in India: the architec-
ture of SOS Villages in India presents a
comfortable amalgam of traditional
values, living styles and modern
structures. The four village complexes
featured in this issue display a range of
building materials and construction
skills, together with adaption to local
climate and environment. (A + D. Vol.
IV No.1)

— Competition for the design of the
Headquarters of the Oriental Carpets
Company: the magazine presents the 3
winning projects in the competition.
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Provincial Architecture
Alexandria and the Delta

Dalu Jones
UIA 1Issue 7

With the exception of a few guide books, little
attention has been paid to the Islamic monu-
ments of the Egyptian provinces and Alexandria
and the Delta region in particular. The Descrip-
tion d'Egypte of the 1790s (fig 1) and reports of
the 1920s and 30s are still primary sources for
information on religious and domestic architec-
ture outside Cairo. Pioneering work by Egyptian
and French scholars on Alexandria and Rosetta
(now known as Rashid) was clearly rewarding,
vel the study of provincial architecture is still
hesitant, despite the urgent tasks of recording
and preservation in the face of current pressures
of modernization.

Concern was sounded by Briggs in 1920, in his
History of Egyptian Architecture, when he
noted the problems of recording and analysing
the architecture of the Delta. He identified the
Delta style with the architecture of Rosetta, a
town which prospered around the 17th-19th
centuries following the Ottoman conquest of
Egypt. Rosetta was then the main town, second
only to Cairo; at the beginning of the 9th cen-
tury it was still the main port of Egvpt, while
Alexandria was a decaying city with no more
than 7,000 inhabitants when Napoleon’s troops
arrived in 1798.

However, there was a resurgence of building
aclivity in Alexandria in the 18th century, when
three mosques were built and also many houses.
In plan these mosques - each a complex of shops
on the ground floor and religious buildings on
the first floor, with an open arcade to the street -
are: of a type common at the same peried in
Tanisia, although a prototype exists in Cairo in
the Fatimid mosque of Salah Tala'i (1168AD).

The Mosque of Abd al-Bagi Chorbachi in
Alexandria is one of these (fig 2). It is in a pic-
turesque district at the intersection of (wo
important commercial streets. The mosque was
built by order of Abd al-Bagi Chorbaghi in
1758. It is part of a complex incorporating the
mosque proper on the first floor, shops under-
neath at street level, and a wikalah with two
courtyards and its own entrance on the nor-
theastern side of the building. The complex the-
refore simultaneously caters for the specific
requirements of dwellers, artisans and shop-
keepers.
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The combination of a first-floor mosque with
shops below the sanctuary and a wikalah is
unusual in Islamic architecture, but is found in
several contemporary mosques in Tunisia. The
Fatimid Mosque of Salih Tala'i in Cairo is an
obvious model; but closer in time is the Mosque
of al-Dhabhabi (1773AD), also in Cairo, which
although it belongs to an entirely different buil-
ding tradition from the Chorbaghi-it is a domed
mosque with a square plan of Ottoman inspira-
tion - shares with it the first-floor location, sur-
rounded by an arcade opening on the shops
below. The tomb of Abu Dhahabi, which is part
of the mosque complex, is also tiled with the
same Maghrebi tiles as the Terbana and Chor-
baghi mosques in Alexandria and several
mosques in Rosetta, Tunisia, and Libya. The
fashion of tiling interiors was imported to Egypt
and North Africa, after the Ottoman conguest
of the region.

Another imported North African feature is
the corner column, used as a major structural
and decorative element in mosques and houses,
and in its diminutive form, as a repeated man-
nerism in the decoration of portals. (The corner
column is also a prominent feature of Norman
architecture in Sicily.) In the domestic architec-
ture of Roselta, the corner column is used struc-
turally as the corner pillar, supporting the stair-
case system; it is made a decorative feature by
being placed prominently outside the facades,
the re-used white marble columns being delibe-
rately set against brick walls to reinforce the
visual expression of their structural function.
Houses in Alexandria and Damietta must have
had similar re-used antique outer columns, if not
corner columns, from the evidence of drawings
in the Description d’Egypte (fig 1).

It is more difficult to trace the origins and
evolution of the hooded portal - the most cons-
picuous feature of the Chorbaghi Mosuge tall
rectangular brick portals jutting out from the
facade, containing an arched screen with pen-

Fig (D
Comparison of vermacular house elevations

dants - a‘hood’ hanging from a trefoil arch -may
be a vernacular rendering of the more complex
stone portals filled with mugarnas typical of
Mamluk architecture in Cairo. (A crude pro-
totype exists in the portal of a caravanserai in
Esna in Upper Egypt, dated 1580AD.). While
the best examples of portals with pendant are
found in Alexandria and Rosetta, the portal in
Esna also has a wooden lintel running the width
of the portal, and engaged seats on the sides -just
like the Delta portals. The seats are derived from
what would be the bases of engaged columns if
the entrances were to be flanked by columns. In
the portals in Rosetta and in the Terbana
Mosque, these seats have a small corner column
as part of their decoration. Another characte-
ristic feature of the portals is their brick decora-
tion organized in geometric and textile-like pat-
terns. Often the brick patterns are painted and
picked out with stucco, and the lower part of the
portal lined with tiles. This sophisticated use of
brick decoration was apparently common
throughout Egypt, to judge from drawings and a
few surviving examples outside Rosetta and
Alexandria, in Luxor for example. Brick courses
bonded with wood are, of course, a very ancient
method of construction, used in Egypt for mil-
lennia in nonmonumental architecture and in
Cairo since Islamic times.

Stucco does not appear in the decoration of
the Chorbaghi Mosque as it is now, but it did
decorate its minaret in a very similar manner to
that of the Terbana and Nebi Daniel Mosques,
also in Alexandria.

The merlon of the mosque - like that of the
Terbana and Chorbaghi - is also reminiscent ol
earlier Islamic buildings in Egypt. The wood-
work throughout the Chorbaghi Mosque also
has parallels in the al-Abbasi Mosque and other
buildings of the same period in Alexandria and
Rosetta. It is typical and characteristic of Egyp-
tian craftsmanship. Less finely worked than in
the capital, it nonethelss achieves strong and
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EDITORIAL:

Who Gives Shape to the
Face of the City?

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Architects always concentrate, in their intellectual discussions on the distinguished architec-
tural achievements, which are often separate buildings, each of which has its interior and exterior
architectural formations. And here absolute individuality distinguishes itself in the architectural
work. Such is the mark left by the pioneers of architecture on modern architectural thinking.
Thus the building has become just like a sculpture, in the formation of which the human scale
plays an important part, Therefore, appraisal of architectural achievements is often addressed
more to artisitic or sculptural expressionistic values shaping the building than to the socio-
economic and functional aspect in architecture. In the same manner many contemporary archi-
tects have persisted in searching for everything new to invest original building methods or new
materials in the architectural formation of each building. By that means architectural theories
have split and in many cases have clashed and even contradicted one another. If this ever denoles
something, it will be the absolute architectural individuality which does not delcare the architec-
ture of the community. And here another question suggests itself strongly about the concept of
architecture. Is it the select architecture, or that of the elite....? And the elite meant here is not
only the elite of architects but also those among the owners of buildings. Architecture has thus
lost its socioeconomic dimension. If architecture in the general sense means all that is built along
the streets, that is, what gives shape to the urban formation of the city, it is in the private sense the
select architectural achievements giving expression to ripe thinking and originality in formation.
And the buildings of the city are a reflection of the cultural level of the community with all its
groups including the building owners, the designing architect, and both worker and craftsman.
They are rather the yield of such all three groups. And if the level of one of them is more dis-
turbed than the others, all the architectural values become upset. The influencing factor here is
more cultural than the material and social level.

Once again, the question is repeatedly posed about who gives shape to the city’s face. Is he the
architect, the proprietor, the contractor, or the user of the building? As a matter of fact they all
partner up for drawing such picture. If the architect succeeds in convincing the propietor of
architectural values, and if the contractor manages to put the architectural thought into effect,
the user of the building then appears, without any forethought or control, to change the forma-
tion of both interior and exterior of the building. With regard to the community, it is the exterior
formation that counts. And the reason is to be found in the clash of the sign shapes, kinds of
illumination, and the carnival of colours. Afterwards, the building becomes a prey of such cul-
tural disease, because there is nothing whatsoever to prevent the user of the building from defa-
cing its exterior.

And there emerges the importance that municipalities take full control in order to keep up the
beautiful face of the city. In short, architecture in the long run is more a soical than an individual
product. Things being as they are, where is such concept to be found in the development of
architectural thinking, through both the teaching process and the social information, because, the
teaching process remains powerless unless accompanied by regular and methodical programmes
of architecural information. If the teaching process takes place in the classroom, architectural
information takes place in exhibitions, festivals and films. And that is why ‘ALAM AL-BENAA'
magazine has advocated staging the annual exhibition to display the outstanding architectural
achievements. Such call is addressed to all the Arab architectural organizations, so that the
community may be able to remove the blemishes from the face of the Arab city.
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