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The side pyramid (Gll-q) lies in
the south aloengside of the north
south axis of khafra pyramid, on
the area located between the
two external walls of the pyramid.
It is believed by some archaeo-
logists that this pyramid was
designated for burial of one wife
of king khafra. Some others
believe that it was designated for
performance of some special
religious rituals. As to the Vault it
lies to the west of khafra’s side
pyramid.

6. Ships' hollows:

There are five hollows for ships
excavated around khafra
pyramid to the east. Two hollows
are located in the vicinity of the
north wall of the Funerary Temple,
while the other three hollows lie in

the vicinity of the south wall of the
Funerary Temple.

7. The Sphinx and its Temple:

Its is certain that the Sphinx
represents king khafra in the form
of the god Horus while reading
Mass for the god of the sun (Ra),
existing inside the open Temple.

Restorations done to
Khafra pyramid

The working plans for treat-

ment, doing restorations to, and
maintaining the burial room of
king khafra and its corridor came
to an end on 14-7-1986, and
covered the following steps:
— Primary examination and
survey of both the room and the
corridor, in order to know the
reasons of the ruin,

* Survellance devices inside the
Queen’s chamber,

— Restorations and removal of
salts which covered surfaces and
walls.

— Follow-up of the change of
temperatures and humidity, prior
to the start of doing restorations,
as well as during restoration
process, and after finishing up
with the process.

— Ultra-Violet rays lamps were
used, with a view to get informa-
tion about the nature and quality
of the materials.

— Plaster coatings and salts were
chemically analysed before and
after restoration.

— A TV Camera system was used
inside the room and the corridor,
fogether with a monitor which
was put in a special room outside
the pyramid, in order to monitor
the Visitors, with a view to prevent
all the attempts of abusing and
impairing the monument from
within.

S e \ f,
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The pyramid group of king khafra (Chepherin)

King khafra is the fourth king of
the IV dynasty. He is one of the
sons of king khufu (cheops). He
chose Giza plateau to be a site
for his pyramid group and in the
vicinity of his father’s group. The
pyramid group of khafra is the
most complete of the groups
dating back to the Old kingdom,
because its constituents are rela-
tively undamaged.

The pyramid group of khafra
consists of the following:
1. The Valley temple:

It's one of the best temples
dating back to the Old kingdom
on account of its unusually fine
preservation of its granite walls
and pillars. It was first excavated
by the French archaeologist
Marriette in the year 1853, and
then re-excavated once more by
Hélscher in the year 1909/1910
A.D. The walls are covered with
granite blocks. The Temple
comprises sixteen red granite
square pillars, while the floor is
covered with alabastre.

The temple has two entrances
in the east side. HOlscher found,
in the middle of the east wall, a
floor with a square opening,
which he considered a base of
4-pillar small altar. Hblscher
re-built the walls of the altar,
along with two open doors, and
the inscriptions including the
names and titles of khafra around
the doors. It seems that there was
a statue of the king inside the
alter. And in the crosswise hall,
next to the entrance of the
Temple there was found a ditch
where the well-known statue
representing king khafra and the
eagle-shaped god Horus with his
wings spread out.

2. The ascending road:

It is one of the few ascending
roads, dating back to the Old
kingdom, and of which most of
the lengths of its foundation were
determined, as there are some
parts of the side walls which are
about three metres thick.

3. The Funerary Temple:

It is built of local limestones
directly on the rocks of Giza pla-
teau. lts interior walls are covered
with cut white limestones which
were brought from Turah quar-
ries. The exterior walls were
covered with granite blocks,
brought from Asswan quarries,
located at a distance of 900 km to
the south.

4. Khafra Pyramid:

This pyramid was assoicated
with the name khafra, on the
strength of an inscribed text at
the entrance of the Valley
Temple, in addition to some ins-
criptions inside the Funerary
Temple, in which his name was
mentioned. The pyramid has two
entrances, the first in the north
wall at an altitude of 11 metres
above ground level, whereas the
second is dug in the rock at the
ground level on the north side.

5. The side pyramid and the sub-
terranean Vault:

Prof. Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Prof. Hazem Ibrahim

Prof. Ahmad Kamal Abdul Fattah
arch. Nora Al-Shinnawy

arch. Hanaa Nabhan

arch. Huda Fawzy

Miss: Inas Jamal

Dr Shawqi Nakhiah

Mr. Ahmad El-Zaiat

engr. Nabil Abdessamie'
Mr. ‘Abdullah Al-‘Attar
engr. Hassan Abdelnaby
Mr. Ibrahim Al-Nawawy
Mr. Mohamed Mohsen

Mr. Mahmoud el-Hadidy
Dr Mahmoud Abderrazeq
Dr Amal el-‘imary

Dr ‘Allya Sheriff

Dr Wafa' Assiddieq

Mr. Atef Ghonem.

Dr Mahmoud Maher Taha
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AL MAW'EL NEWS

* A coniraci has been concluded bet-
ween the Centre and “Infraplan” of
Holland to arrange fraining courses in
the fields of people’s participation in
housing, infrastructure projects, and
rural dwellings in the countries of the
Arab East, such courses will by financed
by the Technical Aid Fund of Holland or
European Economic Community.

* The Centre has undertaken to make
and participate in the preparations for
the first Arab architectural symposium
under the watchword “Arab Architec-
ture, where t0?” in which the pick of
distinguished architects In Iraq, Syrig,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Emirates, Egypt,
Sudan, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco
will participate. The Centre is seeking to
arrange an architectural exhibition for
the achlevements of the distinguished
architects in fhis connection. The
symposium is to continue for five days,
during which the meetings will be dis-
tributed fo seven committees so as to
discuss various aspecis of the basic
factors of Arab architecture. The
symposium is fo be held in one of the
Moroccan cities or in Cairo.

* The Cenire celebrated a party in the
honour of Dr Ramadan Mahmoud
Ramadan, head of the planning
depariment, for recelving the doctorate
degree in planning. Engineer Ahmad
Saleem, at the same depariment, was
also honoured for receiving the masters
degree in planning. All the staff mem-
bers of the cenire attended the party
and offered them presents in this
occassion.

* The party celebrated In the honour of
Eng. Ahmad Saleem, for recelving the
Masters degree.
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in Jeddah, or between a building
designed as a factory and ano-
ther as an opera house.

It was important that some con-
temporary architects should
have acquired, in their attempts
to revive the Islamic architectural
heritage, a developed and iden-
tifiable architectural character
that would adequately belong to
the local environmental condi-
tions and to the behavioural pat-
terns of the population of a loca-
lity of each Arab nation. Regret-
tably, these attempts have
commonly relied upon the imita-
tion of ancient architectural fea-
tures without deep involvement
with Islamic architectural reaso-
ning. Analytically, some of the
projects winning the Aga Khan
Award belong to Islamic cha-
racter merely through the use of
inherited ancient decorative
features, such as domes and
arches. Heritage revival should
be different. It should be a revival
of intellectual reasoning of a cul-
ture, that is, to deal with the roots
and not merely the skin.

The presently imitated ancient
architectural features did
express, at the time of their intro-
duction in history, limited func-
tions which either belonged to a
treatment of a micro-climate or
an articulation of an interior or
exterior space in a sense that had
emerged from a developed cul-
tural intellect which is totally
consistent with the theory of
structures and the constructive
properties of the building mate-
rials used at that time. On the
contrary, the Dbuildings which
borrow these architectural fea-
tures today do not seem to
express, by just doing that, any
particular function as such,.
Besides, the features are being

presently constructed with con-
temporary building materials,
such as reinforced concrete, in
forms and proportions akin to
those stone built features which
were constructed with different
means by an ancient generation,
This implies inconsistency with the
theory of structures and the cons-
fructive properties of available
building materials and methods
of exceution.

It can not be the same Islamic
culture, as known today, if it lacks
the stimulus to a continuous
search for new and adequate
architectural forms and cons-
truction elements and means
during its early evolution,
because a progressive culture
should imply the continuous
search for the best in the arts,
science and behaviour. When Le
Corbusier appraised in his book,
“*Maniere depenser
L'Urbanisme”, the Arabs' intel-
lectual reasoning in architecture,
he carried out studies that
proved that the architectural
reasoning of the Arabs was valid
as far as environmental and
human treatments are con-
cerned with regard to
indoor/outdoor space design.

This suggests that the Islamic
architectural Intellectual rea-
soning can still be valid today in
spite of the changes introduced
in the funtion and materials of
buildings. However, this can
only be achleved through an
analytical study of the essence
of the subject in order to be able
to formulate a new architerc-
tural approach that would con-
tribute to an advanced deve-
lopment of the Arab World
Architecture which Is Insepa-
rable from the spirit of Islamic
intellectual reasoning.

Synopsis:

* Subject of the Issue:

“The Development of “Gul Baba
Historic Area"... A seminar was held in
Budapest in the period from 4 to 14 July
41987 under that title. Architects from 23
countries were invited to attend the
seminar and workshop. Dr Hazem
Ibrahim, technical manger of CPAS, was
invited to lecture on ““The Development
of Historic Areas” and *The Role of the
Mosque in the Islamic Soclety”... The
magazine presents the development
proposal developed by one of the work
teams in the workshop under the
supervision of Dr H. Ibrahim. The project
proposed the establishment of an
Islamic cultural center in the develop-
meni area.

* Articles of the Issue:

— Methods and types of housing In Tunis
(part ll) by arch. Serge Sontellin (Bulletin
d’informations architectural -Institut
Frangais D’Architecture.)

— Environmental architecture and its
effects on the social structure - by Dr
Mcohamed Abdel ‘Aal lbrahim, Beirut
University.

— Tourist villages between positivism
and negativism by Dr Hazem Ibrahim.
— Planning and design of residential
areas in the old areas of Kuwait, by Dr
Mohamed el-Ahwal, and Dr Toman
Ibrahim.

* Projects of the issue:

— The Fourm - a huge shopping centre In .
the middle of Helsinkl (capital of Fin-
land).

— Traverna - a classic hotel at the cen-

tral section in Budapest (Hungary),
Architect Jozsef Finta.



HERITAGE IN ARCHITECTURE

Prof. Aly Bassiounl

Chairman, Department of Architecture, University

It is a matter of great concern to
clarify that a revival of heritage
should be based upon the
analytical understanding of the
essence of architectural reaso-
ning in its unique age. An archi-
tectural heritage is usually the
outcome of a set of intensified
cultural forces that integrate both
the spirit of the age, ‘religious,
cultural, and economic’’, and the
efftects of the natural determi-
nants; “climatic conditions, eco-
logical settings, and available
building materials.”

Once these forces are fused
together, a style emerges. It Is the
manifested visual form produced
by a culture. The architectural
character is the distinct attribute
of a style. It implies the essential
elemental feature of a style that
can be identified in its different
applicable forms in various loca-
lities that share in generating a
common culture.

This implies that whenever a
nation aftempts to revive an
ancient heritage, the major
forces which originally gene-
rated the culture belonging to
that heritage must be largely
maintained, Alternatively, the set

of Cairo

of factors which contribute to the
continuation, stimulation, and
growth of a culture should, at
least, be active. When the Classic
Style evolved during the Renais-
sance Period, for example,
there was a revelation of the lite-
rature and philosophy that
belonged to the ancient Greek
culture, which was the basis of
the Western culture that evolved
at that time. Accordingly, the
Renaissance Style was continua-
tion of the ancient Greek culture,
and the evolved architectural
forms recalled the ancient archi-
tectural forms and resembeld
their proportions.

The revival of the ancient Egyp-
tian heritage in architecture did
not succeed as such because its
heritage belonged to a culture
whose continuation has no
longer existed, that is, in spite of
the glory of that heritage and the
powerful expression enjoyed by
its character. This has nof,
however, prevented the success
of a few attempts in sculpture
since the scope of application
demanded the powerful expres-
sion of the ancient glory of Egypt.

The revival of Islamic heritage is

not similar to the revival of the
ancient Egyptian heritage, since
the major aspects of the con-
temporary culture in the area has
originated in Islamic belief and
intellect. Therefore, the revival of
this intellect in architecture will
not be alien to contemporary
architectural reasoning.

The Arab nations which seek to
have their own distinct contem-
porary cultural identity have very
much encouraged the revival of
architectural heritage as part of
their present attempts for total
cultural revival. Notably, the crisis
of contemporary architecture
has also helped in the encoura-
gement of heritage revival.

Apparently, contemporary
architects have not properly
applied the 'functionalism
theory”. This improper applica-
tion has resulted in increasing the
sense of boredom in an envi-
ronment full of similar looking
buildings, although they may
have been designed to serve dif-
ferent purposes, and located in
ditferent environments. There
could be no significant visual dif-
ference between the form of a
building in New York and another
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Society and Architectural
Culture

Dr Abdelbaki Ibrahim

Civilized nations take an interest in the architectural culture, as much as they
do in the general culutre, with all its technical and practical aspects, which
reduced cultural distinction between an architect and the people of his com-
munity. That is why architectural practice has been highly appreciated by the
community, which constitutes the influentlal factor in architectural production,
because architeciure which promotes its values to the sublime level Is indeed a
reflection of the society which promotes its architectural culutre to the same
level. Such is the case at the time when the underdeveloped communities are
afflicted with a great disparity between the level of architectural culture of the
community and the architectural thinking of architects. And such a cultural gap,
on the other hand, represents a reflection of the architect’s being influenced in
underdeveloped communities by the Western architectural thought, which adds
more dimesions to the gap, since disparity here, in effect, Is a disparity between
Arab architectural culture and local architectural culture. Architecture, like all
cultures, Is not connected only with the artistic and intellectual but also with the
technical and scientific aspects, represented in the socioeconomic dimension of
architecture. Therefore, architectural culture becomes a complex culture having
its technical, intellectual, and socioeconomic aspects. Architectural culture as
such is fled to a lot of the constituent aspects of architectural practice, starting
with shaping the Interior space and its living requirements, and then choosing
furnishing, colours, and lilumination, as well as application of bullding materials
and methods of construction, in addition to the economic factors affecting
architectural practice, which is organically associated with man.

Arab architects are often bent on the springs of Western architectural thinking,
which they consider the best formula for architectural culture, although the
springs of Western architectural thinking are almed, first and foremost, atl the
architects themselves, rather than the populace, who have got other springs of
architectural culture in dailies, weekly magazines and on televesion, since the
planning and architectural culture has got to have feature programmes for the
furtherance of architectural thinking of the masses, so as to promeote the archi-
tectural thinking level of architects and artists. And the nearest example at this
point, is the 10-part series shown on British Television about architecture at the
crossroads.

The objective of publishing the Arab ‘Alam Al-Bena’ (World of Construction)
magazine, for example, Is to be aimed at everybody, since architecture always
expresses cultural interaction between an architect and the community, or
rather it is a secretion of social interplay between both parties. Otherwise, there
become two kinds of architecture; the tirst is architecture of the people, and the
other is that of architects, without any mutual approach or connection in bet-
ween. Consldering that architectural magazines, as a medium of culture propa-
gation, are aimed at everybody, architectural culture in underdeveloped com-
munities, where the proportion of illiteracy is more than half the people, will
affect, through such medium, only a minority of the nation.

And here, once again, the gap becomes larger between the architectural cul-
ture of the large majority of iliterates and the same kind of culture the educated
or even the semi-educated have. Thus the T.V. programmes become the most
influential with the vast majortiy of people, both literate and illiterate.

In conclusion, there must be ditferentiation between aims and media of pro-
pagating architectural culture among the masses, and those of propagating the
architectural sciences among architects.
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