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Abstract

Many Egyptian historical city centers are currently facing the risk of deterioration and
disappearance after being renowned for their economic, commercial, and cultural activities in the
past. The heritage environment, including historical buildings and urban spaces, collapses along
with economic activities, the disappearance of heritage crafts, the deterioration of services, and the
loss of historical identity. Therefore, many studies have highlighted the necessity of intervening to
save these historical centers, which represent historical identity. This research aims to identify
effective solutions for developing heritage city centers with craft activities. Through a theoretical
and analytical methodology, the research examines the economic aspect by studying some of the
problems that have been identified based on previous research and studies. Solutions to these
problems are discussed, and then the problems and solutions are measured in multiple
international experiments through a comparative methodology. Finally, the research applies these
problems and solutions to Egyptian historical city centers as case studies, in addition to
conducting a survey of experts to confirm the priorities of economic problems and solutions for
heritage city centers. The research concludes by identifying the most important economic
problems and solutions and developing them as an approach to revitalizing heritage city centers
with craft activities. The main problems identified include the deterioration of heritage crafts
activities, followed by a lack of appropriate funding to revitalize these historical centers. The
proposed economic solutions include developing craft production activities and transforming the
area into a center for economic activity, which can solve multiple economic problems.

Keywords: Historical city center, heritage crafts activities, revitalization/rehabilitation,
economic aspects.
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