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Abstract

In September 2008, as a quick response to the disaster of the rock's sliding on Al-dewega
settlement, Egyptian government has established a new entity (the informal settlement
development fund- ISDF) to face the problem of deteriorated urban areas, slums, and informal
areas. Since then, the ISDF has identified 422 unsafe (venerable) informal areas, contains about
850,000 inhabitant, and began to come up with full or partial replacement projects. However,
most of the implemented replacement projects in Egypt, such as "Zainhom" and "El-agayeze"
projects, did not fulfil the planned objectives, due to the lack of meeting people's needs and
preferences. Consequently, people made ultimate transformations to the urban fabric, which
led to a new sort of deterioration. On the other hand, the vitality of existing Egyptian informal
areas ensures that these communities have values and realistic principles of urban form.
Analysis of the urban form of these areas may help in understanding the local and realistic
principles of urban form of low-income communities. The research aims to find out local and
realistic principles of urban form for low-income housing projects in general, and for
replacement projects in specific.

The research contains three parts:
Part 1: theoretical framework

This part includes a theoretical and analytical study of urban form principles, successful global
examples of low-income housing projects, In additionataritical review of Egyptian
replacement projects. This part also deals with the growth mechanisms of residential informal
areas, its urban form characteristics, macators of sustainabilityrhe conclusion of this part

is the hypothetical principles of urban form for low-income residential areas.

Part 2: An analytical study of selected informal areas

This part includes a field and analytical study of two informal areas in greater Cairo (Ard El-
Lewa & Ezebet elhaggana), to test the theoretical hypothesis. It consists of several sections,
the first section includes the methodology of the empirical study, criteria of selection, the
required data and collection tools (survey and questionnaire). The second section includes
preliminary results of the survey. Section three includes the results solicited from the
guestionnaire, to verify the preliminary results (i.e., to what extent the solicited principles of
urban form meet the needs of low-income communities).

Part 3: Conclusion

The conclusion of the research contains the detailed local principles of urban form for low-
income housing projects in general, and for replacement projects in specific.
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