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Abstract

The thesis aims to discuss the role of sustainable tourism development in the
conservation of Heritage Street Markets in historical areas. Sustainability is emphasized as
the process for promoting conservation of the historical areas. The research ignores the
rhetoric debates regarding the issue of defining sustainability and focuses on the aim of
promoting sustainability in historical areas. Accordingly, sustainability indicators were
asserted as the most efficient and capable tool for promoting sustainable development of
Heritage Street Markets in historical areas.

Based on its aim, the research is structured into seven chapters. The first chapter
conducted a study aiming to analyze the component of the heritage cities. It tests and
investigates the important role that the markets in heritage areas can play when representing
areas of value. In addition, this chapter defined the various types of heritage markets;
concluding that the street heritage market is the most representative type of market it was
selected as the case study of the research.

Chapter two defined a primary list of all types of negative impacts that the street
markets in heritage areas are facing nowadays. The list was composed based on a profound
analysis of a number of representative national and international case studies.

Chapter three prevailed the list of positive contribution that should be conceived by
promoting sustainable development. Based on the predefined lists of negatives of the
present situations and expected positives of sustainability process, this chapter conducted a
correlation analytical study proving the efficiency of the sustainability process in
overcoming the current problems.

Chapter four dealt with one of the main research questions concerning the ability of
promoting sustainability. Through a profound theoretical evaluation study of the various
types of the sustainability tools, the research provoked the ability of the sustainability
indicators to promote sustainability in historical areas of developing countries.

The core study of the research was conducted in chapters five and six. In chapter five
the research conducted a field study targeting the host and the guest communities of the case
study areas. Based on which the final list of problems facing the street heritage market was
formulated.

Chapter six conducted another field study targeting the academics and professionals in
the field of sustainability and heritage preservation. The study aimed to reduce the list of
sustainability indicators to a limited list, which would act as a major objective for achieving
a practical proactive tool that could promote sustainability to the case study areas.

Chapter seven, concluded the research findings and results. A correlative analysis was
conducted between the final list of negative and the final list of indicators. This tested the
effectiveness of the final list of indicators in prompting sustainability to the street
heritage markets of the historical areas.
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