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Bolstering Urban Resilience to Natural Disasters: A Case Study
of Al Zarga Municipality's Role
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ABSTRACT

Municipalities play diverse roles in the progress and development of cities,
encompassing Municipalities play various roles in the progress and development of
cities across urban, service, organizational, developmental, and risk management
levels. Among these roles, their contribution to enhancing a city's resilience in
mitigating the risks of natural disasters is of paramount importance, given the
catastrophic consequences these disasters can have on lives, property, and
infrastructure. This research aims to provide an insight into the experience and role
of AlZarga Municipality, serving as a case study, in strengthening the city's
resilience and reducing the risks of natural disasters through the implementation of
its adopted action plan. The research employs a descriptive approach to elucidate
AlZarga Municipality's action plan, which was designed to align with and
contribute to the realization of the National Strategy for Disaster Reduction. The
study explores the tasks of municipalities related to bolstering a city's resilience,
drawing from the content of the national strategy for disaster risk reduction and its
alignment with the legislation governing municipal operations. Furthermore, the
research characterizes the municipality's role in enhancing the city's resilience by
analyzing its work plan, culminating in the presentation of significant conclusions
and recommendations.

The study concludes that there is a distinct role for the independent variable
represented by AlZarga Municipality in influencing the dependent variable
represented by the strengthening of the city's resilience in reducing the risks of
natural disasters. This role has had a positive and significant impact during the
implementation phase of the municipality's action plan, as evidenced by the plan's
performance indicators. Key findings of the study include the necessity of
establishing a national-level strategy for reducing disaster risks, the importance of
implementing localized action plans, the adoption of awareness programs and
specialized training in the field of natural disaster risk reduction, the establishment
of early warning systems for floods, and the imperative need to adhere to
earthquake resistance engineering codes when granting construction licenses by
municipalities.

KEYWORDS: AL ZARQA MUNICIPALITY, URBAN RESILIENCE, DISASTER REDUCTION
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