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Egypt to Restore Citadel's 12th-Century Aqueduct®
1:00 p.m. ET (1700 GMT) April 28, 2000

By Michael Theodoulou 'I‘HE"&%&‘-TIMES

NIcosIA — Egypt is to restore an imposing 12th-century
aqueduct built by the celebrated Muslim leader Saladin to
carry Nile water to the Cairo citadel, the huge fortress that he

constructed to protect the city against the Crusaders.
River & ABDIN "There are other aqueducts
F Nite fg — in Egypt, but this is unique.
o i It is one of the most
Y 5% calro LS9y impressive monuments in
& %, S Cairo," Gaballa Ali Gaballa,
a&?‘% aqueduct “ | the director of Egypt's
D L m‘i’iﬁ Supreme Council of
ZEINHOM Antiquities, said. "It had to
take water four or five
CITY kilometres from the Nile to
the citadel for everyday use
— and it was vital in times
of siege. It really isa

magnificent piece of
engineering."”

RODA -
ISLAND
Salah Salem Avenue

DEAD

The aqueduct, which rests on a series of pointed arches with tall piers, was built in
1176, the same year as the citadel, which overlooks the sprawling capital. Cairo was
then the center of an Islamic world enjoying a military, cultural and spiritual renaissance
under Salah al-din Yusuf Ibn Ayyub, founder of the Ayyubid dynasty.

More commonly known in the West as Saladin, he recaptured Jerusalem in 1187, after it
had been in Christian hands for 88 years, and was respected even by his Crusader
enemies as a brave, humane and chivalrous warrior. The Muslim reconquest of
Jerusalem was notable for the courteous behavior of Saladin's forces, in marked contrast
to the Christian conquest, during which its inhabitants were slaughtered.

The aqueduct soars 22 yards at its highest by the Nile and slopes gradually downwards
towards the citadel, skirting a medieval cemetery. It supplied the city with water until
1872,

Conservationists, who complain that Egypt's Islamic architectural heritage has been
neglected while the authorities have focused on antiquities from Pharaonic times, are
delighted with the project. It is expected to cost £7 million ($11 million) and take two
years to complete.

The aqueduct "was well built and the basic structure is still there, although a lot of stone
and masonry has been added", Max Rodenbeck, author of a history of Cairo, said.

http://www.foxnews.com/science/042800/times_aqueduct.sml )
222



Parts of the aqueduct have undergone restoration over the years, but all were temporary
solutions and there was concern that the monument was threatened by the haphazard
building of roads and shanty towns. "That is why we had to tackle the problem as a
whole and fully restore it," Farouk Hosni, the Culture Minister, said.
Residents have driven metal poles into one section to hang washing lines and rubbish is
piled in the aqueduct's arches. The area is overhung by a heady smell from tanneries and
abattoirs.
People living and working nearby are to be compensated and resettled. The plans reflect
the difficulties the authorities have had in moving thousands from archaeological sites
near the Giza pyramids.
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Summary

Magra EI-Oyon aqueduct is considered as one of the
Islamic monuments, which has a specific sight and state
among urban field of Cairo. This aqueduct by its present
picture extending between El-Saida Zeinab and Misr El-
Kadima compartments is the only left building from those ones
which had get water to cities and urban centers.

Nowadays Magra EI-Oyon aqueduct suffers a lot from
bad conditions as a result of varies factors and unwise use
from people. That’s from one side. From the other side
neglection and uncare. This happens in the same time we
should look at this aqueduct and the enclosing place by a
different look better than now to make it able to achieve its
cultural role in this area and Cairo as a whole.

The subject has been discussed in details through an
introduction and four parts in the following way:

Introduction: it includes brief points about urban supply with
water in a general aspect and explanation of what meant by
aqueduct and their uses.

Part one: “Aqueducts generally and Magra EI-Oyon
aqueduct specifically”. It includes two chapters.

The first chapter: titled “aqueducts as a general look™. It

discuss the following:

- The first aqueduct had been built by Assyrians.

- Romans’aqueducts according to its different parts
specially which supply Rome with water. It discuss also
the Egyptian aqueducts according to similarity and
unsimilarity with previous ones, then important ones in
Cairo location through successive times.

1



The second chapter: titled “Magra El-Oyon aqueduct — a
specific look™. It includes the idea construction and starting of
it in the period of Salah Al-Din. Then renewing it. Then
present architectural description of it and lastly the way of its
work.

Part two: “The monumental urban space and ways of deal
with it.” It includes two chapters.

The first chapter: titled “The monumental urban space.” It
includes: what the monumental urban space is and what its
construction and classifications are. That’s from one side.
From the other side what the nature of monument is and what
values of it are. It also includes basics of defining of
monumental urban space.

The second chapter: titled “Restoring of the monument and
how to deal with it.” It includes the nature of monument and
ways of its restoration and how to deal with it and its
monumental urban space.

Part three: “Magra El-Oyon aqueduct since the French
campaign until now.” It includes an introduction and five
chapters.

The introduction: about Cairo city and both El-Saida Zeinab
and Misr El-Kadima compartments. It includes also detection
of location of study zone and communities.
The chapters: have been separated according to clear changes
(concerning urban and environmental aspects) occurred in the
area of Magra EI-Oyon. Every one of them includes the
following:

Urban efforts had been done in the city generally and its
reflects on the area of study in a specific way.



Legislation and instructions about building and dealing
with monuments.
Land use.
Abstract.
The chapters deal with these periods:
Chapter 1: The area of Magra EI-Oyon between the
period of 1798-1801 and 1846.
Chapter 2: The area of Magra EI-Oyon until 1897.
Chapter 3: The area of Magra EI-Oyon until 1948.
Chapter 4: The area of Magra EI-Oyon until 1984.
Chapter 5: The area of Magra EI-Oyon until now.

Part four: recommends. It includes:

Recommends taken from other patterns similar to Magra
El-Oyon aqueduct either inside urban zone or outside it and
how other countries deal with their aqueducts.

Recommends concerning the aqueduct as a monument
and the space of to Magra EI-Oyon aqueduct.



