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Abstract

In recent years, Egyptian cities have witnessed the implementation of several elevated
movement axes, which aimed at connecting urban areas and facilitating transportation while
addressing traffic issues. However, these axes have posed numerous urban challenges.
Urbanistically, they have created lost urban spaces below them disintegration the urban fabric.
Environmentally, these spaces have transformed into waste accumulation zones contributing to
environmental pollution. Socially, these spaces have become shelters for criminals and
homeless individuals. Economically, the unofficial use of these spaces has resulted in the
wasteful utilization of valuable land, and overlooking the potential transformation of these lost
spaces into areas that contribute to the urban environment and enhance livability.

The research aims to formulate a framework for utilizing the lost urban spaces below the
elevated movement axes to enhance livability. This involves transforming these spaces from
urban separation zones, environmentally polluted, socially deprived, and economically wasted
zones into vibrant urban connection points and lively meeting areas, environmental breather for
surrounding urban regions and economic attraction points.

The research is based on a literature review of lost urban spaces, particularly those below
elevated movement axes, and their significance. It studies the physical characteristics for
designing public spaces to improve livability. The current status of urban spaces below elevated
movement axes in Egypt is examined, with a focus on "Heliopolis" as it has recently
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experienced the impact of these axes. An analytical study of some global examples of utilizing
lost urban below elevated movement axes is conducted. Through theoretical study and
comparative analysis of local and global case studies, the research establishes a framework for
utilizing lost urban spaces below elevated movement axes. This involves studying the physical
composition of these axes, exploring the urban potential of the spaces below them, and
identifying stakeholders who stand to benefit, to create sustainable development patterns that
align with these spaces and enhance livability in Egyptian cities.
Keywords: Lost urban spaces, Elevated movement axes, Urban Livability, Quality of Life,
Sustainability.
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