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The Evaluation of Historical Ottoman Buildings in
Syria Rehabilitated for Cultural Activities

A Comparative Study for Rehabilitated Buildings as Museums

Abstract

Arab and Muslim world are concentrating their efforts on the
conversion of ancient buildings to Islamic museums to become a popular
attraction for both visitors and tourists. Visitors, as a result, can now
have an easy access to these buildings which have come to life and, at
the same time, have acted as a means of connecting the old with the
new through giving support to restoration, rehabilitation, and
maintenance programs. The aim of visiting these old buildings is to get
acquainted with the place and the items exhibited therein, where one
can find harmony between form and purport, as well as between
showpieces and the internal structure of the museum. However, the
museum historical building and its acquisitions are regarded as a two-
sided coin.

The objective of the research is to review some selected examples of
historical Ottoman buildings in Syria Rehabilitated as Museums.

The method of the research will be based on a descriptive study of these
restored and rehabilitated Ottoman buildings in Syria. Later, an analytic
study will be made with more emphasis on the positive and negative
points and, then, a strategic perspective will be set to identify the
successful and unsuccessful experiences across the Arab and Muslim
world.

It is expected that such a research will result in some recommendations
that may contribute to the protection of traditional buildings and the
conversion of which to a variety of museums.
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