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THE PURPOSEK THY DESIGN IS TO FULFIL

The first library ever
known was built in Egypt in the year 2000 B.C. by
Ramses II with these words on its entrance:
"The ‘Treasure of the Remedies of the sSoul!

In the year 287 5.C. the famous library of Alexaniria
-was built by rtolomy Philadelphus. It consisted of
400,000 vols, It was partially destroyed by Julius
Caesar, and a aecond‘library was farméd from the remains
of the first, consisting of 700,000 vols. This also ‘
suffered destruction at the hands of succeeding generations,

In the year 1904 the present public library of
Cairo was built. The Egyptian Government now intends to
build a new one to replace the present llbrary which
cannot adequately accomodate the rapid increase of the
number of books. The old library will then be converted
to a branch library.
| In the year 1950 a decision was taken to build
the new library, a new Broadcasting House, a Nautiommal
Theatre, a Town Hall and a Collective Building to accommodate
some of the Government departments. The latter has been
already built in the 'Liberation Square'.

The main purpose which the design is intended to



fulfil is to create a 'Cultural Centre' with the
Egyptian Museum of Antiquitie$ as ohe of its units,. .
The National Theatre will then be built for the
completion of the centre.

The scheme will help to crcate and satisfy the
cultural interest of the general public and assist
students and research workers for whom it is in-
convenient to use the University Library of Giza. The
design will also accqmmodatw‘the.big collections or‘
books and coins left behind by the ex-iing.

' The erection of such a 'Cultural Centre' is
essential to fulfil one of the main targets of The
Egyptian Revolution of the 23rd July 1952; that is to
spread education as far as possible among the common
peopla, The fact that the Government has started
building 400 primary schools as a first step in building
7,000 schools in the coming ten years, is a clear
evidence of her desire for spreading education among
the péople. The object is not merely to combat illiteracy,
but also to give a reasonable share of sound education
to the masses, raiaing,fheir standard of living and help=
ing every Egyptian.to'ba a good and a frée citizen in
the widest sense of the word. |

The building of this *'Cultural Centre' will be

as a completion to the 'Recraation Centre' on the other
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side of the Nile, which includes the sxhibition Grounds
and the rairs. This, with the surrounding parks will
make this part of Cairo an attractive snot for the
people to enjoy cultnia, entertainment, health and
leisure; this is what the population of Cairo needs. I
have been myself thinking of this scheme for more than

ten yeﬂrs. ; ~



THE CHOICE Oy THE SUBJECT

The public library,
being one of ;he main units of the 'Cultural Centre'
and as the Government has already decided to build a
new public library in the site of the Egyptian Museum
of Antiguities to replace the old one; it was neceaéary
to start with scheme due to its extreme importance.

The present public library "Dar-fl-Kutub"®
cannot absorb more than its 700,000 vols., and the site
where it exists does not help any extenslion to be built.

The fact that there are not sufticlent publie
libraries in Calro to cope with the steady increase in
the population of ths capital, which is about 2.5 million,
makes it essential to build a new one. Not only to be as
a municipal library, but to be as a unlt of the 'Cultural
Centre' with a considerably big lecture hall to replace .
the memorial Hwart's Hall of the Americen University in
Cairo where many publie lectures have baen given by

prominent authorities in Egypt.




THE PREVIQUS DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCHEME
The idea of

establishing a'Cultural Centre'! for Cairo was first
thought of in 16th January 1863 when the 'Kedive' of
Zgypt gave orders for the building of a public library,
a cultural institute and two museums - one for the
Zgyptian Antiquities'and the other for th: Greek
Antiquities. The scheme was not carried out because of
political instability and lack of funds,

The . Museum of Lgyptian Antiquities was then
built in the year 1900, and is now considered to be the
first unit of the 'centre' to be built. The occupation
of the foreign troops in 'Quar-El;Nil Barracks' in Cairo,
prevented the extension of the scheme. When these troops
evacuated the site 1n the year 1948, the Lgyptian Govern-
ment started to re-design th: whole area.

The south=-west quarter of the site has heen
already chosen for building a large hotel and a tourist
centre. The nathern half of the site is left for the
*Cultural Centre' which includes the National Theatre.
This scheme has been fully approved by all the authorities
concerned. They took into consideration the establishmcuy
of a Town Hall, a Broadcasting House and a collective
building for the Government departments in the: Liberation

Square in the south-cast end of the site,



AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT AND A BRIEF

DESCRIF RICSH I PU C
LIBRARY
' DﬁR-EL—KUTUB'

In 23rd March,
1870 the Khedive '"Ismail' of kgypt, gave his orders to
the late 'All liobarak', the director of the Educufion
Department then, to collect the different manuscripts
which had not been decaye¢d, and which were seized by
the 'Sultans' aad tne 'Mamluks'! and prevented from
reaching the Mosques and the educational institutes.
'Ali lMobarak®' was asked to collect these manuscripts
and form a public library consisting of 30,000 vols.;
reference books and mépe.

By these collections and by others owned by
'liohamed Ali El-Kabir', the Khedive's grand father, the
Bgyptian Library was established and opened to the public »
in 24th September 1870. T | |

This library was bﬁilt in Dar-El-Gamamiz street
near to the high schools in old Cairo. It also oceupied
the ground floor of the Palace of 'Mustafa Fadel', the
Khedive's brother. A collection of instruments were added
to this library for the scientific experiments. The
library was then transferred to its present site in Bab
£1-Khalk in the year 1904,

The Khedive, Ismail was so interested in the

1ibrary that he bousht the collections of his late brother



Mustafa Fadel who died in Istamboul in 1876. This
eollection eonsisted of 3,458 vols. including some
of the rarest books and manuscripts.

-The Arabic and Oriental collections began
with what had been collected from the lMosques and
the cultural institutes and would have oths rwise been
lost. ThiaAis together with the collection bought by
the khedive and refepred to above, The Foreign collec=
tions, which includes French, Hnglish and other
languages, began with the books which belonged to the
Bgyptian Society which was established by some'foreign-
ers in 1836, This last collection had been mresented
to the Hgyptian Public ILibrary ;n 1873,



COLLECTIONS ADDE% TO THE EGYPTIAN
&y LIB .

Since the addition of
the collection of the late M. Fadel in 1876, the
following has been added. |

-Kawala library: This library was established
by M. Ali'and has been added to the
“gyptian Public Library by King Fouad lst
in 1229, 1t consisted of 3,500 vols.,
including printed books and manuscripts.

The late Khalil Aga collection: It consisted of
1,500 vols., printed and manuseripted,
and has been added to the dgyptian Fublice
Librarj at the order of King Fouad lst.

The late Ibrahim Halim collection: The distri-
bution of this collection émong the
cul}ural institutes was ordersd by King
Fouad 1lst. The share of the Lgyptian
fublic Library was 1,607 vols. (printed
books and manuscripts).

The Taimorian collection: This collection

includes a number of rare manuscripts, a

collection of photostat, some rare
manusceripts written in Damascus, istamboul

and EBurope, and a collection of book
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covers related to different periods. The
collection coneists of 19,527 vole,

Taloat collection: The share of the Egyptian Public
Library of this collection was 30,000 vols.
These included manuscripts and books prinéad '
in Arebiec, Orlental and suropean languages,
It also included some of the most famous
Korans written by famous inscribers,

The gggzangﬁmi—éggga collection : Its volumes were
collected by the late "roph. Ahme Zaki, It
contained manuacriptg, photographad books,
and other prints in Arable, Oriental and
Luropean languagess This collectim wae
distinguished with a big collection of
Arabic bvooks printed in surope., 1t contains.
18,622 vols. .

Phe lato ili Galal nl-Hueeni collection: This

contains 8,626 vols. in history and law in

Arabic and foreign lanpguagen.

gl-ghankiti collection: It contains 1,409 vols, of
rare manuseripts and research in Arabile
languags. 3
Other collections of less importance had

becn added -~ such as the late Wagihi-Sl-Zmary collection
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which contained many rare manuscripts written by the
most famous Arabic writers. ‘'The collection of Shiekh
Ahmid Abu~-Khatwa, a notable religlous leader, and the
collections of %l-3aid Omar Makrum, the head of
Al-ashraf, (a religious group). This is in addition
to other collections and manuscripts offered io the
public library by many other learned men in gratitude
and to encourage the continuity of its great cultural
message.

Grants werc recently offered to the library by
many well-~known personalities such aé the late Kamal
%l=-Din Hussein, Cmar Toson and Yousef Kahal whose affer
includes many unique pleces of art as well as othar
historical and geographical volumes.

NUMBER OF VOLUKES IN THE PRESENT
TIC TIBRA

The number of vols. boughtor offered by individuals =
300,000 (1939)
The number of vols. of the collections offered to the
library = 100,000 vols,
The whole number of vols. ($1ll 1939) =400,000 vols.
as statistics show that the number of volumes 1s
nearly doubled within 25 years the refore the number of
vole, in 1954 = 640,000 vols.
Number of vols. of moie than one copy= 150,000 vols.

The number of vols. in the branch libraries = 65,000 vols,
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The total no. in the present Publie library = 790,000 vols,



THE SXHIBITION

The Exhibition is divided into four main sections:e

1. Bl-Khazanah Z1-Tuymooreyah (Book collection)

It contains a considerable number of rare manuscripts
as well as many photographs of other manuseripts

in the libraries of Damascus, Asetaneh, and Europe,
It also contains many photographs of well known
personalities such as Governors, writers, scientists,
and others from all nations,

2. The Papyrus exhibition: It shows the development
of writing and the process of manufacturing Papyrus
from the times of the Greeks till that of the Arabs
from the first to the fourth centuries. It contains
also articles and materials used by the Arabs in
their scripture,

3. The Iranian Exhibition: It contains old Iranian
collections distinguished by their remarkably bright
colours. .

4. The General Zxhibition: This shows the development
of the Arabic S€ripture till it reached its
eontempofary state. It also contains many volumes
and manuscripts of well known writers such as
El-Hariri, El-Firozabady, and other collections of
the Koran written in Koufi. Also there is a good
collection of painting by internationally famous

-~

artists.
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The Public Library has now reached a very high
stage of importance. It has been used by many
orientalists and other historians and scientists who
sought knowledge from its unique collection. It has
also been used by many publishers and others concerned
with culture and research work.

To continue in serving the great message for
which 1t was established, the library is now in a great
need of expansion. New printing offices and stacks are
very essentlal.

All the above mentioned reasons point at the
neccessity of having new bulldings and preferably a new

site for the future expansion of this library.
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THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE PRESENT
BRAKY

Aduinistrative and financlal department (General Office)

Consultation and reglstration office.

Librarian office. (Also to deal with the outside
borrowers).

Lending library and reference library.

Classifying and cataloguing department. (To deal with
books of Arablc and Oriental languages coming from
the registration office. It also repairs the
publications of the library.

A classifying and cataloguing sectlon deallng with
colures of forelgn languages.

Literature ssection.

Manuscript seection. (To lookefter manuscripts and choose
the valuavle ones. It also classifies and catalogues |
the different manuscripts and makes photographile
reproductions when réquired}

Egyptian Pepyrus section. (To look after and classify
the collections of the Papyrus in the library).

Coins and Medal section. (To classify the old coins
according to thelr dates and values).

Cultural co-operation department. (To be always 1n
contact with the other licraries and sclentifie
and cultural organisations in Egypt and the other

countries).
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Statistic department (To collect the informations

- and the statistics of the actlivities of the

public library and the branch libraries; 1.e. the
number of 1saders, number of books borrowed inside
the library).

Branch libraries department. (To deal with the
affairs of the branch libraries).

Photostatic and Microphotographic department.

The Blind section. (To look after the blind. It
contains many publications printed in braille.

The printing office.

THE BRANCH LIBRARIES WITHIN THE CIRCLE OF
h N I

El-Zaher Branch Library: (el-Sakakini Street)
Shubra Branch Library: (el-Shennawi Street)
El-Zeitoon Branch Library: (Nosohi Street)
The Citadel Branch Library: (The Citadel)
Fouad el-Awal Branch library: (Salah-el-Din
S8quare, the Citadel). .
The Art Library: (Kasr-el-Nil Street).
This 1s connéctad with the Museum of Modern Art
and has got & musical section.
Helwan Branch Library: (Fidi Street).
Labourers' Library: (Embabah).
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9. El-Moneerah Branch Libiary: (Ismail Street).
10. E1 Amirah Ferial Branch Library: (Heliopolis).
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THE FINANCIAL BACKGROUND AND THE .
PRACTICABILITY OF THE SCHEWE

- The Scheme hes every chance of materiallsing as
the Egyptian Ministry of Public Vork has already chosen the
site and allotted £E.500.000 for its erection. And this does
not include funds allotted for the exéctionoi? a new broad=-
casting house, a natlional theatre, and é town hall. Tue
collective building of the Government's departments which
has been build, cost the Government £E.538.000.

The first step which was teken for the execution
of this blg scheme was the replanning of the Liberatlon
Square, where the Monumént of the 'Unknown Soldier' will be

erected.
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THE SITHE

The site chosen is

that of the "Quasr-el-Nil'! Barracks in Cairo. The site
is limited from the west by the Nile, from the east by
'Merriette! street, from the north by El-Antiqukhana
Street and from the south by El-Khedive Street. Mlerriette
Street radlates from the Liberation Square and runs
to the north leading to Cairo's Central Statlion.
El-Khedive Street leads to the residential suburbs of
El-Dokki, El-Gezira, El-Awkaf City and the town of Giza.
It extends to the east across the Liberation Square, the
Hepublican Palace in the residential district of Abdin,
then furtheir on to old Cairo. ‘

The Liberation Square lies in the south east
of the site. From it radiates Quasr-El-Eini Street to
the south, wh;re most of the Government administrations are
found. The extension of this street across the Liberation
Square is known as Sohiman Pasha Street. The latter is
famous with its elegant shops, stores and cinemas and
leads to the commercial centre of the City. From the

Liberation Square, El-Saraia Street leads to the district

of Garden Clty, to the south of the site, whe:e the
Foreign Office and many Embassys are situated.
The site lies in the heart of Calro and is

accessible from all directions. It is a starting point

for many buses and trams.
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The site 1s generally flat. Existing retaining
walls safeguard 1t from any erosion caused the river.

A sounding test in the slte glves thls result:

The sewage system:

The sewage system in the site has been designed
to sult the bulldings as a bairacks., The whale system
lesds to a pumping chamber, a precipltation chamber,
and a dissolving chamber, recently erected in the west
slde of the slte at the end of Merliette Street.

The water and electric installations already on
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the site used to serve the Barracks and the kuseum of

Egyptian Antliquities.

GENREBAL SULVEY OF TUE BUILDINGS IN
L OF , olT

The most important bulldings are:; The
Museum of Egyptilan Anfiquities, the Foreign Office,
the Collective bullding of tﬁe Government Departments,
and other residential and office buildings.

The Museum of'Egypﬁian Antiquities, being
adjacent to the pxoépectiVe site will have a significént
bearing on the design and so careful study of 1ts plan
and elevations is desirable,

The history of the ﬁg{gbian ¥u seum:

When M. Merlette, the French archaeologist,
was appointed as the dixéctox-of the Archaeological {
Department in Egypt in the 19th June 1858, he established
a store for the antiquities in the office bﬁilding of
the lile Navigation Co. at Nile bank in Boulak. This
store was converted to a museun after the discovery of
the treasures of the Queen "Ahotep” in 5th February
1859. _

In 18th January 1863, the Khedive Ismail
ordered the establishment of a museun for the Egyptian

Antiquities, a second for the Greek antiquitlies, anda
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THE MUSEUM OF EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITIES
FIRST FLOOR



third for the Syrasinic art. He also ordered the
establishment of a public library and a high institute
of Arabic language. But, this scheme was not completed,
end the antiquitles were left 1in their place.

The halls of the museum of Boulak were flooded in
1878, The antiquities were then kept in boxes after the
destruction of some of them, When the water level droppe d,
the Authoiltles repaired the bullding and ralsed the
floor level of the Museum Halls, It was re-opened 1in
1881,

Vhen k. seriette died he was replaced by #. Maspiro
who had a great Interest 1a the Egyptian collections
vhich he re~-organised. Uater he was replaced by M. Gribo
as the Director of the Kuseum.

In 1890, the exhibits were transferred to Saraia-El=-
Giza Museum under the supervision and care of M. Jacque
de Morgan, the dlrector of the Archasology department
1892-1897.

The present museum was bullt in 1900. M. Maspiro
resumed his work and started to transfer the antiquities
from Giza to its present place, The museum thén was
opened to the public in 15th November 18502. Kecent
discoveries were added to the original collections of

Saraya el-Giza,
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From 1903 to 1910 #. Maspiro studied and
organised the different collections and made an
accuiately detailed guide which replaced the original
short one published in 1883. The large statues were
put 1n the ground floor as well as in the inner court.
The fumiture, pottery, jewelleries and all ‘the fine
antigukkies of a specia; artistic value were exhibited
in the first floor and its telconies. The antiquities
were classified and exhivited scoording to their kind
and date.
The collections in the museum were increasing
éontinuoualy £111 they suipassed the collections of
Egyptian antiquitiéa in all the other museums of the
world. Now all the flnest and most important pileces
of art whether they were discovered by foreign
expeditions, by the Depaitment of Archasology or by
the Egyptian Universities, found their way to the
Museum.
The statistics of 1951 shows the number of visitors
during the different months of the year is as follows;=
In January 11.807 ineluding 4.954 person coming in
organised parties.

In February 16.254 including 10.010 person ceming in
organlsed parties.

In June 5.526 including 5.264 person coming in organised

parties.,
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In September 7.704 1nc1udiﬁg 7.600 person coming in
| | organised parties,
In December 6.016 1nc1ud1hg 5.640 person coming in
'ii organised parties.
The total numbex‘di visitors during 1951 was
105,785 including 2.518 individuel pemmits, 21.571
organised parties and ﬁ9.696 other visitors.

General Desciiption oflthe Builldings:=

The museur 1s built in the HKenalssance style. The
height of the ground floor is £z Ieet, that of the first
floor is 16 feet, and the ground flocr is 4 feet above
the street level. The south elevation with the maln
entrance 1in the middle hgs three arches on both sides.

On the eastern end of the facade iz the entfance to the
purchase hall. The libiary of the luseum is on the
western end. Ho fenestrations are found 1n this elevation.
Instead, there are panels holding the names of those who
served and helped in the discoveries and the oiganisation
of the Antiquities. The other elevatlons are nearly blank,

The plan consists of the entrance hall with two other
halls on each side, with the staircases at thelr extreme
ends. The main block simply eonslsts of digferent bays
end three long galleries round the inner court which goes
through the two stories of the building. All galleries,

halls, and the inner court, have thelr light from a top



skylight. fhe entrance hall has a semicircular dome.

The administrative pection occuples the
northern part of the museum.

The bullding occuples an area of 100,000 sq. ft.

! On the noith west of the luseum lies the
English Cathedral in a sober and modern style.

On the extreme end of the southern side of the
silte lies the Forelgn 0ffice in a Baroque style, All
the other buildingalin the easﬁern slde of the site or
those which line the Nile banks are modern buildings.

On the opposlite bank of the Nile the Exhibitlon grounds
end funfairs are found. <Those Bulldings on the eastemn
slde of the site are of six and seven storles and those

on the Nile Banks are of nine to twelve stories,






GENERAL VIEW OF THE EXHIBITION GROUNDS
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YHE EASTERN SIDE OF THE SITE- |




HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

"Libraries-~General™

There was a publie
library founded in Athens by Pisistratus about 544 B.C.,
but perhaps the most famous of these early libraries
was th.t built by Ptolemy ‘hiladelphus at Alexandria in
287-284 B.C. This latter, which was partially destroyed
by Julius Caesar, was sald to have contained some 400,000
books., A second library, formed at Alexandria from tle
remains of the first, consisted of 700,000 volumes, and
this also suffered destruetion at the hands of succeeding
generations. .

At Pergamon, in Asia /'inor, there was an
important library, said by rlutarch to have contained
200,000 beoks. This library is reputed to have consisted
of rolls formed of parchment of more durable material
than the Egyptian pupyrus and was desgribed by Vitruvius
as being *open to allt.

Under the Roman|Emyira, with 1ts highly
developed social services, libraries plajed an important
part in the daily 1life of the community and there

are said to have besn no fewer than'twenty-aix in Rome
alone. Conveniently placed near the therma, teamples
and public markets, they formed an agreeable rendezvous

for philosophers and students in an age renowned for its
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dolight in the practices of discourse and learninz. A
foature of these foman libraries was the colonnade,
wher: students might stroll and enguge in conversation
away from the 'silent' parts of the building. Nonastic
libraries poscessed a somewhat similar feature ian the
eloistered court, and the need ror.aome such provision
may be felt from noting the use which, in more modern
times, it made by readers,of the Nritish 'useum colonnade
or of that outelde the circular Plcton Nosding Room at
Liverpool.

Hith tha fall of lome and throushout the Dark
Ages, learning w.s at a standstill for e perlod of
approximstely one thousand years, and when, in the fifteenth
contury, interest was acain beginning to be taken in
library mﬁttern, wo find a very different attitude of
mind evineing itself, It ls true that a public library
was founded at Floxanée by Nicholus Miccoll and was
presented to the public on his death in 1436 A.D. But
where, throughout Zurope, libraries dild occur, they were
usually in connectlon with wonastic foundations and their
use was larpgely confined to a minority = the small ruling
and privileged class who were sufficlently educated to
be able to tuke advantage of them. The library wus small
and frequently served the additional purpose of a

seriptorium whero th. seribes might work and copy, and the
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number cf books w:us infinitely less than had besn the
case in classic times. ZLven with the introduotion, at
the middle of the riftuanth century, of printing from
movable type, the number of books produced still remained
small and, with certain notable exceptions, 1t muy be said
that in this muntry at aay rate, it is only within the
last elghty years that any aérvicea which will be udequate
to meet the growing needs of the comounity at large have
been astablished. |

The factors which govarn the roguirements of a
central library will differ coneiderably in sach individual
tomn or city and depond not only on the type and inclinae
ticns of the public served, but alsc on the nature and
extent of othor education#l facilities provided in the
vicinity,

48 an exampls of this 'suitebility to suvironment'
Oneé may note that in the case of the Sheffield Central
‘Library the manufacturing intesests of th. eity, which
ﬁra essentlally concern.d with the stesl and cutlery trades,
have called for representation in the form of a very larse
1ibr.ry room devoted exclusively to dommeruial. selentific
ana teclmnological works. 4t large central libraries,
such as Cheffleld and Vanchester, the arrancements for the
receipt and despatch of books are of such importance thgt
spcclal loading bays, where books may be received or

discharged under cover, have been considered a necessity.




Similarly, in the case of a distriet purticularly rich

in historic, architectural or geographle interests,

ihu library will certuinly bo made a storehoune of such
local records as pertaln to these subjocts. It is in
fact lupossille Lo select any particular library bullding
and to say 'paru is the pérrect and typical example o
the ideal solution of the central library problen' - each
clty presents ite own problems, which are, of course,

only cajpable of their own individual solutions.
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The problems of heating, lightiag, ventilation,
and other services to be provided in the erection of
large=scalo public buildings have, in imerica received
intensive and scientific coneideration, In a young
rich wuntry, possessing an abundance of open space and
opportunity for expansion, it is natural that librariess
should frogusntly form one unit of an extensive layout of
parik spuce or univeraity caupus,.

‘ AB reg;rda internal planning, a symsetricel arranze-

ment of plan olemente hLas usually been adopted.

The ‘opsn-access' system, almost univorsally
adopted in :ingland, 18 also popular in imerica. In
America it is a common pructice to provide combined
rﬁkersncu and lending subjectedepartment inatead of
having the'lending librury entirly saeparate frdw the
reference libruary - as is the normal method in thié country.

In the smalloer libraries access is usually direct,
by moans of an entrance vestibule, to a central delivery
room and counter. This deliver: room forms the hub of
the library orgunization and round it will be grouped the
library reading, reference, and children's depurtments.
Stacks and the necessary service rooms will bs accommodated

in the basement or at the back. If a socond floor is
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provided it will usually be plerced dby a central area
which will permit of the almissi-n of top~light to the
delivery room balow,

in the cuso of the larger librarios the mein
rsading_recu‘il traated as the principal element of the
plan., 7This roos will usually be of consideravle size,
sltuated on an upper floor and extunding along the front
elevation of the building. usxternal exprescion will be
given by the long vortical lines of the resding room
windows, often accentuated by a colwmar or pilaster
troatment of the froant facade. 7This wothod of treatment
is frongly reminiscent of that adopted in the librery of
Sainte Cenevieve, .aris, a fact which is cazily explained
when one recalls to whut extent the influence of the
Freunch school has been impressed upon .merican architecture.
Dehind the reuding room will be grouped the maln stairway
(somotimes du licated), the 1ifts, and, if the size of the
schome necessitates 1t, the light wells. ‘“The stacking
accommodation is usually of considerable magnitude, the
metal stacks baing arranged in tiéra, 'with‘ an al lowance of
7 £4.6 1in. in hoight betweon each stack floor. ™.tural

light and ventilation are not considered necescary for

the storage of books, with a result that the stack room

is often placed lnside the bullding, the stack framing

being utilized to stiffen the walls and to support the
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upper floors of the structure.

The problems of quick service from stack shelf to
delivery counter, and of the provision of facilities for
the futu:e expansion of the stack storage space, are of
vital moment and their solutionlhaa been attempted in
various different ways. 1In the New York Public library
the multi-storied stack block is oxp:essed.boldly on
the front elevation. The reading room is placed on the
top of the stacks, with which it communicates vertically
by means of a service of book-lifts. The Boston Publie
Library has a square arrangement of plan, of which square,
the front constitutes the reading room and the sides and
back the stack and service accommodation. The central
courtyard thus enclosed is open to the sky, but is
surrounded on three sides by a covered arcade where readers
may loiter and converse.

In America, as in England, the more recent library
plans show a movement away from the monumental plan to
an open arrangement of accommodation, capable of easy
sub-division by light party walls or partitions. Of these
later libraries mention migi t be made of the Enoch Pratt
Free library at Balticore, Maryland, The Memorial Library
of the Massachussetts Institute, Lamont Library at Harvard
University, Hayden Memorial Library and the library of

., T11inois University are amongst the most famous and mode rr

libraries in America.
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Great Britain

The ten years prior to the second world
war saw a tremendous impetus given to the library
movement, pufticularly in the north of ZInglund, and in
addition to these municipal examples: Hendon Central
library, the Manchester Central library, the Huddersfield
qulic library, the Sheffield éantral l1ibrary aud Graves
Art Gallery, St. Marylebone Fublic Library and the
Birkenhead Central Library; attention might also be
directed to libraries of other types which were belng
developed simultaneously. Of these, the Upiversity
Library at Cambridge, the Brotherton liﬁra}y at Leeds
University the Nautional lbrary of Jales at Aberystwyth,
the Radcliff Science lLibrary st Oxford, and the University
Libraries at rvanchester and lLiverpool zre probably the
most outstanding examples.

The inecreased attention which was being
given to library services during the above mentioned ten
years may not be sntirely explained by the facts of the
inereased number of publications, the removal of the rate
restriction, or a greater thirst for knowledge on the part

of the geneial public. Social factors also enter into

this guestion. Te.ple no longer live in large=-roomed
houses fitted with maseive bookecases containing bound
volumes of encyclopediase and other bulky works of reference.

The modern flat or corporation dwelling contuins little




Space for the storage of articles which are only used
occasionally - even works of fiction, except in the homes
of 1eal Look-love rs, will proiably be found to bLe obtained
from the'n@nrest c:lréulat.ing library.

In b!.nland the Viipurl Library breaks new ground
in librery sonstsuctlen. PFanctlonal poth in planning and
design, it 1s notable chiefly fér the skillful treatwent
of varying levels and for the original and secientific
solutions which have been arrived at in connection with
the problems of heating, lighting, ventilatlion, end
acoustics. (Fig. ) A

The Swiss National Libreairy at terne, the Central
Library at Lugano and the Public library of Luzan.uro
good examples for the Swiss Libraries ; free planaing
and efficlent constiuction amd materisls (Fig. ).

One of the most remarkavle examples 1: the Vienna
Public I:ibm:x which houses 20,000,000 volumes, in 1its
cicular stack tower in the centre of the bullding. From
this huge cential tower radiste seven blocks of three
storeys each containling the diffe:ent readlng rooms.

In “weden the Stockhols Public Libiary was built in
‘192'7. The main featu:e of the plan consists of a circular
lending hall 1it by means of windows in the cylindrical
outer wall., This hall occupies a cential position on the
first floor, with 1cading and study rooms symmetrically

ariranged on three sldes of 1t. below this
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lending hall 1s the book magazine room, which, for the
time being at any rate, is to fulfil the requirements
of a book storage room.

Russia

"In 1864 the first Moscow public library was founded
fron a number of private collectiqns and was housed inm
the Rumyantsev Museuim.

The stock of the library increased very rapidly (it
now amounts to over 9,600,000 volumes) and a new bullding
has been erected comprising an eighteen~storey book
depository having 180,000 meters of shelving. Keadlng
rooms, whose erection was delayed owing to the war, are
in the course of being erected.

The Lenin library serves not only 1ts own readers,
but also the libraries of many other cities of the Soviet
Union (Fig. -

Libraries exist in almost all Kusdan towns and have
a similer service to that in English libraries. They have
special children's sections and there are also speclal
1ibraries for the children in each of the larger districts.
Mexlco

The most remarkable example which Mexlco can offer
in this respect 1s the Mexican University Central Library,
which feeds and looks after many refeience libraries and

special libraries distributed between the different
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faculties of the newly built Univaraity.'

This library will serve 25,000‘3tudantu and all the
research workarajef the city. The main floor of the
1ibrury contains a reading room for 200 readers, magazine,
roons for 150 readers, a catalogue room end a blbliography
. room. 4&ll these rooms are undier tpe control und the
suparvision of the «taff anelonﬁre in the middle and which
is connected with the book stack tower by meuns of 1liftse
and a utu;rcaaa. The stack tower consists of ten floors
with 170,000 volumes in sach floor. The tower has no
finestrations so a8 to keeop an artifliclal climate with
constant humidiiy for the presorvation of bhooks, .The four
sides of the towsr are covered by four groat mosaics of

polycrome stones, by architect Juan G'Corman.
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LIBRARY THCHNIQUE

S81ze and Cost

(Wheeler Joseph L. Dg 5390 The Americen Library)

The slze and cost must be based on community
population (the population 20 years later) : by two
methods:

l. QGervice number of books housed, readers seated and
volumes circulated psr annum.

2+ Cost - The cost psr capita.

| In imerica the cost/volume shelved i assumed

a8 one dollar and cost/secat = 1,000 dollars, and 1,000

volumes for avery ssat 1.e. the cost = the number of

volumes in dollars. These standards are far too low to-

daye. |

The U.5.C. Formula

u = nunber of volumes (all kinds in shelves and stack)
S = nguuber of seats for readers in a buildiag.
¢ = the circulation ia volume/year.

This.fofmula hus té have a reasonable economy
of space, the combined area of all floors; basement,
m@zanine and galleries, |

the area =Ix't1mea volumes + Y times seats + . times
cifculation.
(The numbers 12, 15 or 20 vol/ft.® in stack constructim

and 20,25 and 30 £4° in re.ding rooms are insuf' ficilent).

X,Y and 2 must be large to include space required for
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general administration and heating sorvices, stairs,
corridors; toilets, wall thickness etc. because later
rigumea only refer to floor areas of individual rooms
within surrounding walls. ‘
 The value of X, Y and 2 gan be tried or by
the error method:e A
1% is for 10 vol. therefore X = 1/10

1 seat reguires 40 fta i ¥ = 40

1 fzg is for 40 vols. circulated/year therefore
Z = 1/40,
The U.5.C. Formula: 4 ' :
(Vola/iO) + (Seats x 40) + Ciroculation/40) = the combined
area in rtg.
A® a check for normal cost, size and capacifiyl=
1. ‘Adjustment of population figure
Zetimuited size of community in 20 yoars = Population
Subtract number served by other libraries.
Reduce the number of illiterates.
Increase for p&obmbly high demand for service =
- Ad justed population,
2. 0ost/Capita as basis to determine the size,
The number of the adjustable populatiocn x cost standard
. = Jost,
cast/tt5 ea8t = Cubage. _
Assume number of stories and height = Total helght.
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Cubare/height = Ground Area.
3. Library service as basis to determine the size.
The number of population x ftafoapita standard =
Combined area.
Combined area/number of stories = Ground Area.
The total height (assumed) x ground area = Cost.
(Cost standard = 3,00 dollars)

2 4 . In US.4A.
(£t /capita standard = ,375)

Lighting 1a boing coneldered not as a problem
in itself but as a component part of what may be described
a8 the totsl setting found by the libraries uost.
ﬁgéauremants of foot candles and reflection values take
an importent but a subordinate place. Artificlal
illusinstion, with ite steady and unaltering characterisations
introduces an incalculable, und thereforo less than perfect
oloment. Tho attitude of the architect i3 thut the jeople
love @aylight, that thers ure diffaorcncas of individual
praference that gomd people 1like ¢hanging moonda, thet 18
pleasure in work depends on centiment, then gantiment enters
tho data no less than 'performance standards' expressed
in statistical terms whose validity may be lese than
ultisate. |

Spocifically, the alternsation botween vertical

wall and verticul glass panels is uccepted as giving
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tue :eade: a poirsonal device., HNot enough 1s yel known
about the eye to be suie that all eyes are allke.

Let those who prefer te sit ian full sun brightness
chioose Lhat kind of a seat, let those who prefer more
shade have what they wish.

Vhat artificial light can do during daytime 1s to
smootﬁ out those extremes which are known to be deleterlous
Thus,it 1s contended for example, by those who favour
uninterupted glasa‘walls, that there is a viﬁioua effect
in- the shaip alteration vetween light wilndows and daik
outer walls, which 1esults in so called glare. By
punching a high level of well diffused a:tificisl 1light
into the 1oom as a whole, the fixtures supplied by the
modein Industi:ialist pemit us to have ou:“aentimehtal"
daylight sand still not suffer the glare. 4nd along
with daylight we keep Lhe dlstant view.

Opinion and ecouizendations on the subject continue
to vary w;ﬂely, with recenl assertions by ophthalnologisis
as to the possible hammful effects of flicker and ultra~
violet xadiat§on adding fuel to the controveisy of
fllament U.S. flourescent systems.

Discussion of desirable intensity in falily well
confined within the sange of 10 —? 30 footcandles;there
is general agreement that glave, voth direct and :aflectad,
'ﬁuat ve avolded as much as possible within the visual

angle; contiast over laige arcas should be conti:olled
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within the ratio of at the wost 10 —71 "Unity is
ideal” and the authorities generally agree that the

moie near the gquality of general illumination approaches
daylight, the vetter it is. Coffer or Troifer systems
are conside:ed efficient. Cone lights systems aie

conside red excellent where the room is not wide.

ALR CONDITIONING FOh BOOKS AND PEOPLE

There 1s to be a maintained temperature in winter
of 70°F and a relative humidit; of 50y; in sunmer the
maximum temperature 1s to be 85°F, with the same relative
hurcidity of 507/ , Windows are to be com:uercially manufac-
tured double plate glass with a hermetically sealed air
space betweﬁn, creating a controlled system of air
cireulntion within the oulldings. In summer, alr 1is to
enter at a temperature of 15°F below the room level; in
winter at 70°b or roomn tanporntﬁxo.

Alr is to be voth filtered and passed thiouph an
electrostatic industrial dust precipitator 75) of the
air is to ve recirculated.

(Yhe capacity of the system cu.ft./min)
Air is to enter rooms thxuugh celling units of the

type
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SOUND C ONTROL

These 18 no new vasic approach to‘obtaining essential
quietness in the library. This still depends upon:

l. Sound isolation (prevention of transmission of outside
sound into the library)

2. Sound conditioning (controlling the Intensity and
direction of sounds created within it).

Air conditioning remalns the ma jor factor in prevent-
ing outside nolse from entering, and also wall mass has
such a major effect. Enterlor walls should be of double
woll construction with dead alr space and sound avsorbing

materials between.

There has been discusions regarding the degree of
guletness to be sought in the library. Some believe that
by reducing the overall noise level unduly the ear is
made very sensltlive to sudden sounds. But the consensus b
is that nolse within a reading room should not exceed
30 decivles (as is that in a qulet resident).
Sound absorbing materials used (wall covering and
' acoustical ceilings and resilient flooring) are selected
for thelr efficiency in absorbing higher sound frequéncies,

since high frequency noise at average intensity are the

mo st disturbing to a person with ave rage hearing.
BOOKSTACK CAPACITIES

(Time saver Standard psge 439)

Among fo:imulas suggested for use in computiig the
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slze of stacks necessary to house a given number of books
is the "Cubook"™ method, devised by k. W. Henderson of
‘the New York Puvlic Library (Library Journal 15 Nov. 1934,
15 Jan. 1936) The "Cubook"™ method, 1s a mcasurement of
stack capacity, defined as the "Volume of space recuired
to shelve the avérage booklin the typical library".
"According to this formula, a single faced section of
stack, 3 ft. long and 7 ft. 6 inch high has the following
capacities:
100"Cubook™ (85% octavos, 13% quartos and 2% follos (an
octavo 1s about 8 to 10 inch high, a guarto is 10 to 12
inch. and a folio_over'lz inch.)

117 volumes (87% octavos and 13% quartos)

132 " . (octavos only) ‘

67 . (quartos only)

1z » - (folios only)
The "Cubook™ method makes provision for 10% of each shelf
to remain unoccupled since it often 1s impractical to load
shelves to their full visible capacity.

To determine the number of sectlons reguired when the
nunber of volumes to be shelved is known, the following
formulas are used:

Let N = numbe:r of single-faced sectidns required
(1 section * 100 "Cubook")

1, For a typleal library, when the "Cubook"™ 1s considered
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directly applicable: N =vols. =+ 100.
2. For a library madé up of octavos and quartos only

N vols. :3 117.
3. For a library made up of octavos only N »vols < 152.5
4., For a library made up of quartos only N=> vols - 67.5

5. For a library made up of folios only N » vols 117

~}=

6. For a libiary made up of varlous size groups when the
ratios are known

Ne (Octavos + (Quartos x 1.96) + (folios x 11.3)]/132.5
Shelf Size

The foregoing formulas indicate the number of sectlons
requlired but do not cover the number of shelves or the
proportion of shelves of each width (8 in, 10 in or 12 in.)
In general, the following shelf data aéﬁlied:-

For folios ~ 13 - 12 in. shelves per section.
For Octavos énd gquartos - usually 7 shelves per sectlon,
divided as follows:-

85% 8 in. shelves

10% 10 in. -

5% 12 in. "

Ares and Volume hgguiramehts

The "Cubook" can be reduced to approximate temms of
area and volume recgulrements for book stacks as follows:~
11.08"Cubooks" require 1 sg. ft. of stack floor area

1.48"Cubooks" reguire 1 cu. ft. of space in stack.

These values can be used as follows:




Reguired stack floor area

kequired space (Cu. ft)
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No. "Cubooks" x 0.090

No. "Cubooks™ x 0.676.

SHELVING DATA FOR SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Type of book

Gif;uféiing
(Non-Fiection)

Figtion

Economics

|
! Gen. literature

neference
| History

| Technical &
Selentific

Medieal

Law

LAught |
|
|
|

Vol/ft

qa 4 <2 o o o

6
5
4

Public documents 5

|

{ Pound periodicalsd’

| U.S Patent
Specific

Art

Braille

2
7

Volq/ft

of shelf| of single-

faced range

56
56
- 06
49
49

49

4z

14
42

24

fi—

Vols/
shelf

24
24

21
21
21

18

should be reduced by 10/ to avoid overciowding shelves.

To be ¢onsidered with "Cubook" method, figures showm

rﬁax. Shelf Shelves
Vols. depth| per |
per (in.) |section
single 5
section
168 8 |7 |
|
168 8 7
168 8 T
147 8 : |
147 | 8&106 -7 |
147 | R 1
| | ‘
|
| 126 (8,10 & 127 |
| 105 8 & 10 6 -~ 7
[ | 8 7
s i
| 108 | 8 7 -
. {
| 105 |10 & 12 (5 -7
| 42 _ 8 ;.
| 126 |10 & 12 |5 - 6
75 15 5 - 6
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CLIMATE CONDITIONS IN EGYPT.

With the exceptlon of the coastal areas the climate

of Egypt is very dry. During summer, and the greater part

of spring and autumn rain is practically unknown, while only

a few light showers may be expe rlenced in the winter., -In
other years heavy ain may occur, but never fo:r any
lengthy period. In summer, late spring andbeafly autumn
sunshine produces quite high temperatures, particularly
when the sun shines from cleer, cloudless skies. At these
times the shede 1s a pleasant relief from the heat of the
sun. Loweve1, duilng the winter the sunshine is very
weicome, for the weather can be cool and the wind keen,
although the period when such conditions are likely to
occur is not very long as usually lasts from about mid-
December uhtil the end of Febiuary, As a result of that,
the solar heating properties are just as welcome in the
winter as 'the sunshine i1s objectionable in the summer.

It should be noted that the nommal placﬁice in Egypt
is to employ external lowered wooden shutters to exclude
the sun's raye. This ﬁmct-ice produces gloomy conditbns
even when the sun is at its strongest.

The use of iaxge unsc:eened window areas, giving
good natural 1lighting, would result in rooms being un-
inhacitable in sumrer due to excessive solar heating. By

the use of sun screening, however, selective exclusion of
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sunshine can be obtained together with good lighting
conditiona. ' | .

To meet the ;Jarying climatic conditions of both sumner
and winter various forms of fixed and adjustable sun-screens
have to be employed. The theoretical basis upon which these
scresns have been deslgned has been fully Jjustifled in ‘
practice, the derived dogree of sunshine control has to be
obtained with considerable accuracy and at the same time
evenly distributed, high intensity, glare force light 1s
to ve providéd. Also every advantage has to be taken
of the pxevailiﬁg cool and invigorating wind which blows
from the quarter between north and west.

Ore of the Egyptian Farmers' old soangs, or saylngs
is that mentioned.by Heinrich Schaefer in hia:book "Die
Liede r eilnes agyptischen Bouren” or "The Songs of the
Egyptian Famers". The subject is Oirlentatlon.

The Arablc sext in Latin letters says:-
| Eza Kan Bab beltuk Baharl Allieeh

W'in Ken Bab Beltuk Shatki Khallieeh

%W'in Kan bBab Beltuk Gharbi Seddoh

W¢in Ken bao seituk Kebll Heddoh

which means:~

If the do&r of your house faces North enlarge 1t,

If the door of your house faces East leave 1t alons,

If the door of your house faces West block it up,

If the door of your house faces South pull it down.
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El-panari Sultan W'El-Sharki
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is another saylng which deals with the same subject:

Vaziroh.

%'El-Xebli Shnitan W'El-Gharbi Naziroh.

which means:e-

The NHorth 1s a Sultan and the East 1s his Visir

The South 1s a Devll and the Vest is his compeer.

The following figures 11lustrate thé solar angles

in the winter, autuun and summer for Cairo, which is

on North latitude 30°.
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REASONS FOR DISPOSITION OF SCHEME

The site chosen
is considered to be the quietest in the clity centre.
The scheme being a unit in a cultural centre, with the
Museum of Egyptian Antiquity as a fundamental unit.
The approach to the library will be included in the
way to the Museum. The apprbach to the slte from the
huseum side 1s also convenlent for the public coming
from the different parts of the city, by the electric
metro from the north and by buses and tramcars from
other dlrections. A considerably large parking area is
provided near the maln entrance for private cars.

The second approach from the south leads to the
entrance of the offices to the suxiliary entrance and exit
of the lecture hall. The cafeteria kitchen 1s also served
from this side. This southern approach jJolns to a side
road connecting the centre of the area to the Nile
promenade. Moreover the site 1s accessible from the river
side. The building is set back a considerable distance
from the river side and is as far away as possible from
the maln thoroughfare., This area will he converted to a -
public park. The northern side 1s sltuated away from any
outside disturbances caused by traffic, to keep the reading

rooms in absolute quietness, besides enjoylng the northern
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orientation.

The three main considerations for the dis-
position of the different items of the scheme are:-

(a) The avoidance of any nuisance caused by the
traffic.

(b) To take the maximum advantage of the prevailing
wind from the no rthewest.

(e¢) To avoid hot and alrless "pockets", by having
closed courts.

Tpe scheme ccnsists of these items:-

l) The library.

£) The stack tower.

3) The offices. .

4) The lecture room and the cafeteria.

The library contalning the different reading
rooms takes the best orientation and the quietest pesition
of the site. It occuples the northem part of the plan.

The office and the working rooms occupy the
south easbe:ﬁ corner of the bullding. This takes a shape
of two perpehdicular wings of three floors. The ground
floor is left for the wo king rooms (binding, cataloguing,
miero photography, photostatics) and the printing machine
rooms.,

The lectu:e hall is the first floor with the
cafeteria in the ground floor, both occupy the south-

western corner of the bullding. In this position they



have a lovely view over the Nile and the parks, and

enjoy the north-western bieeze in summer. The lecture
hall and the cafeterlia are accessible from both the river
slde and the centre of the city.

Thé book stack takeé the shape of a tower, so as
to be increased in the vertical dilrection without inter-
ference with the other parts of the bullding. The stack
tower is directly connected from its southern point with
the offices and the working rooms, and from its northern
- end with the library reading room. Three courts are
provided in the plan to glve more chance for good
ventilation. The western court receives the north-western
breeze to ventilaete the dlifferent parts of'tha building.

The Exhibition, which conslsts of four sections,
is situaied immedlately over the entrance hall. They are
in one room with a gallery in the level of the second
floor. They aie accessible from both ends to the library
poper aud to the offlces and the lecture hall foyer.

The hequl rements of the Programme

{(a) The Library.
(1) A main reference library to seat 300 readers
with the necescary catalogues, bibllogr aphy
and staff enclosure with a conslderably big

service area.
(1i) Two reading rooms: the Technical and Commerce
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library, to seat 220 readers (110 in eaéh room ).
(111) Periodicals and magazines; to seat 90 readers.
(iv) Lending library with shelves to house 44,100 vols.
and a staff enclosure.

(v) Newspaper room to house the different newspapers
and magazines published in Egypt and in other
countries. There are about £94 different kinds
of perlodicals publiahedlin Egypt 1nc1uding=

183 magazines.

20 Governmental periodicals (statistics
and information).

29 dally newspapers.

29 half monthly periodioala; and othefs
in French, English and Greek.

All the library's readling rooms are directl, connected
to the stack tower by the service shaft which consists
of a stalrcase, two 1lifts for books and one for

_ trolleys.

(vi) Maps, prints and special collections,

(vii) Blind library section, including & good collection
of Brallle books.

(viii) 24 carrels for 1esearch workers, and special study
rooms with direct access to the stacks.

(b) Book Exhibitions with its four sections.

(¢) The entrance hall with two staircases, cloakrooms and

lavatories for ladies and gentlemen to serve the whole
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library and the lecture hall, porter, etec.

A lectu:e roﬁm (nunber of seats, 400) to be accessible
from the mein entrance hall and from the street.

A cafe with a kitchen tb serve light meals to the
public attending a lectule in the theatre.

Offices and working rooms. Part of the orficeﬁ will
accommodate staff to supe¥v1ae the main library,
the maln reading rooms; the lending libraxry and the
newspaper and magazine reading rooms., It will hlao
look after the exhibltion with its different sectioms.
Another part of the offices will deal with the
working rooms whlech include binding, ca t aloguing,
printing, photostatics and mic:ofilming. The last
part of the offices deals with ouﬁsid. affalra such

as branch libraries, cultural co-operation etc.

These offices will have thel r own loungd and cafe.

Most of the emplioyees finish work at 2 o'clock 1in

the afternoon to have thelr meals in thelr own

" homes. The rest will have an hours break for lunch

and small service 1s then needed. These offices

have to be kept as far away as possible from the

public rooms. The staff will have their own entrunce,

cloaks and lavatorles aand the offices will consist of:
(1) Committee room. |

(2) Librarians office.



(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)

g b
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Librarian workroom.

Aszlstent librarian.

Secretaries,

Business offices 1nclud1ng purchase, account,
statisties, editting and publishing, branch
libraries department.

Literature office,

Manuscripts office.

Papyrus offices.,

Coins and medals offices.

Cultural co-operation department (1nc1ud1ng
recelving and shipping offices, temporary
stores and wo kshops).

Workrooms: binding, cataloguing, filing and
records. Piinting office, photostat and micro-

photography with darkrooms and stores.

The offices should have direct supervision over the

workrooms.

(g) A stack tower to house 1,600,000 volumes, with direct

connectlon to the reading rooms and the working rooms.
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GENERALIESCHRIPTION OF THE SCHEME

The reading rooms in a library are always the most

important elements in the plan, their lighting,
ventilation and quietness should be given utmost
consideration. From what 1s written about the

climatic conditions in Egypt, it seems that the read-
ing rooms should have a northern orlentation, not only
to prevent any sunlight coming into the reading rooms,
but to allow them the benefit of the pievailing north-
western breeze. The ventlilated alr is drawn out through
nomal type window units,

Sunshine 1s desired during winter, not for read=-
ing but for wamming the place. This is preferable in
the morning, by allowing the sunlight.to reach the
reading rooms from the eastern side. ‘To prevent the
glare caused by the bright sky, the réference library
room (on the first floor) is provided with horizontal
and vertical covers above a level of 7 ft.

The main library reading rooms occupy the north-
ern part of the plan for its absolute quietness. They
overlook the public park, with the Nile in the backe
groﬁnd. These reading rooms occupy two stories. The
magazine and periodicals reading room, the lending
livrary and the newspaper room occupy the ground floor

and ell are directly accessiule from the main entrance
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hall, the magazine reading room to the west and the
newspaper room to the east with the lending llbrary
in the middle. The thiee rooms are under direct
control and served by the starf in thelr working
offices situated round the service shaft which
includes & stalrcase, two Looklifts and one 1lift

for trolleys. (In between are the service duets).

The lending librayry which is not considered the ma;n
feature in the central library is designed on the 'opened
aﬁcess' system. It contains 44,000 vols. The readef
approaches the book room from the entrance hall by
passing on one side of the etaff enclosure (working
plece) whei1e returnad books and fines stec. are dealt
with. In front of the staff working place sre placed

the cstalogues for reference, The reader then clreculates
the book cases, selescts the books required and passes
out on the opposite side of the steff working space,
where the bor:owad books are checked and resder cards
issued.

The magazine reading room which ssats 90 readers, is

placed in the northe-western corner of the bullding to
enjoy guletness, the cuoliﬁg bioeze, 'he northemrn
orientatlon and a good view over the park.

The newspeaper 1oom is also accessible from the entrance

court. The newspapers are placed on island stands with
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sloping faces and desligned at such a height that readers
must stand, and so eliminates loafers. GSome tables with
seats are provided for eldeily readers.

The main reference library reading room on the first floor,
is placed ove r the last ones, together with the catalogue

and blollographies which occupy a consideravly large space.
This is the main referesce to the liurary.

The main control of the room is rrdm the 'book issued!
desk and the working space round the service shaft., To
minimise the time take¢n to obtaln any vook wanted, two
electrie booﬁ lifts end one 1ift for book trolleys are
uged, connecting the livrarian with the different stories
of the stack tower. Coloured lights and bells are used
in every stack floor. The carxiflilled in vy the reader
is sent to the different floors by means of air pressure
in tuves.

One side talles are used so as to keep the light
source to the rightehand aide'or the Arabic language
reader and to the left-hand side of the European languages
reader., ioieover this arrangement gilves more privacy to
the reader and avolds the possivle distraction of scmeone
facing opposite him. This arrangement also facilitates
the control ove » the readers from the staff's working
place.

On the second floor of the maln big reading room
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which has the helght of two floors, there are two
reading roomeg for science and economical subjects.
Each room seats 80 readers. The rooms are controlled
and served from the working space round the service
shaft. |

At the southern end of the hall on the second
floor there is a reading room for specilal collections.
-Opposité it is the map room.

The requirements to be satisfled consists ofi=-

(a) The public llbrary complete with reading end

lending libraries, news rooms, speclal studles.

(b) The lecture room, offices, cafe and refreshment

T'OQINS.

(¢) Stacks and exhibitions.

The three functions are expressed in the elevation
and in the plan which consist of an asymmetrical
affangement of two rectangular blocks with the ent:rance
hall and the exhiuition in between. The stack tower
which is over the middle link, seives the library proper
and the offices and working rooms at the same time.

The main entrance 1s approached frcm an open court with

a colonnade along its southetn, western and northern side.
This gives an air of invitation to the main bullding as

well as providing a shaded and attractive area in front
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of the entrance hall. This is much welcomed in a hot
country. The entrance hall itself 1s opened from the
other slde to the westerm court, with a colonnade

along 1ts southern, western and northern slde. This
court 1s considered the cent:e of attraction to both
reader and the public using the lecture room. It also
recelves the north-western breeze which passes through
the different parts of the bullding for eross ventilation,
The entrance hall is glazed on both sides.

In the entrance hall there are two similar stair-
cases, The northern one serves the llbrary's reading
rooms and the other leads dlrectly to the entrance of
the foyer of the lecture hall on the first floor. It
also serves the special collections and the map rooms
on the second floor, and offers access to the offices
on the first and aécond floors. bBoth staircases serve
the exhibition hall and 1ts gallery which are situated
over the entrance. The two stalrcases continue to the
third floor between the stack tower and the horlizontal
part of the building. The cariolls éccupy the whole
of the third floor.

At the southern end of the entrance hall are the
cloak=-rooms with two lavatorles on both sides for ladilea.
and gentlemen., At the northern end are found the enquiry

office, the porter's room and the entrance to the ground
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floor of the 1ib1ary.propér (that 1s, the magazine read-
ing room, the lending library and the newspaper room).-
The southem éart of the horizontal block cona;ata
of the lecture room, the cafe and the offlices and the
working rooms.
Offices
The mein enfrance to tﬁe offices is appreoached
from the south-sastern corner of the bullding. 1In the
office entrance hall there are the staff'cloakrobms
and lavatories on the ground floor with the working rooms.
A staircase leads directly from the entrance hall to the
upper floor where are the different office departments.
The ground floor contalns the working rooms, the
binding workshop to the south and the catalogulng rooms.
The idea of this disposition 1s to keep the woiking rooms
as fer as possible from the ﬁublic, and to be directl;
semwed from the street. Cross ventilation 1s asagntial.
The plan setisfies thls aspect. In between the binding
and the cataloguing 1oom there is a room for the offlice
looking after the two sections as well as recelving
the new books coming to the livrary. The new books
are revised and recommended in the upper offlces before
binding and cataloguing. With the vinding and catalogu-
ing department there 1s thepiinting wachine room, with
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a store for books and paper in front of it.

Aftef the book has been bound and catelogued and
reglstered In the office archive, it is sent up to the
stack tower by the ser¥lce shaft, Cards with the name
of the author are added tc¢ the catalogues and the
bibliography in the main reference room. A third i1s
sent tc the lending library 1f needed.

beslde the catalogulng room there are two 1ooms for
photostat and microphotography. Iach i1s fitted with a
dark room, basins, working counters and stores, A bed-
sitting room and a path to be used by the porter are
planned beside the service shaft.

The first floor of the offices has two wings. Each
wing consiging of one row of rooms along an copen corridor,
the reason belng for the cross ventllation of the rooms
across the corrldor. The offices have thelr lavatoiles
for ladles and gentlemen. The castern wing accommodates
the staff looking after the licrary and 1ts exhibitions.
They include:=

The librarlan and hls secretaries,

T e assistant librarlan and his secretaries.
A committee room. '

A small book stack and the blind library with
books written in Brallle.

The papyrus office, the coins office, the

manuscript office and the literature office.
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The position of thils part of tihie aduministration 1s to
have direclt connectlon wlth the lliurary, its exhlbltlim s
and its stack towsr by means of the service shaft, and
the branch livraides office is also found on the same
floor.

On the second floor, the second wing 1ls devoted
to the following offices:- |

1. The cultural ceo=-operation department.

2., The uvusiness offlees : purchases, accounts,

statlstics, editing and publishing.

- The southern wing 1s devoted to the canteen and the
lounge with a terrace in fiont. Very light meals are
served, due to the fact thal nearly all the employees get
thelr lunches at thelr homes after they f{inish thelr work
at 2,50 in the afternoon. A service kltechen serves this
purpose. The lounge and the canteen enjoy tvoth southern
and northern orientation. The sout.ern facade of the
offices is fitted with sun breskers covering the whole
helght of the room. These sun breskers are ef precast
concrete boxes of 2" thickness and dimensions of

They are designed to prevent the sunlight pressing
through the lrooms in spring, summer and autumn time and
to let it in 1n winter time when it is desirable.

Lecture Hall

The southe-western end of the bullding 1s devoted to



the lectuire hall and the cafeterla. These two elements
muat always be related to each other in public bﬁildinga.
The lecture hali occuples the first floor, with a
capaclty of 400 seats and a pirojector's room containing
lantern, projector and stores for films and slides in
case of 1llustrated lectu:ies., The hall 1s used addition-
ally as a theatre for showing docunentary films, or the
pe iformance of staff plays. A small stage is deslgned
for thils purposs. Beside Lhat a retiring room with
lavatory accommodalion is connected with the platfomm.

The hall 1s approached from the mailn entrence so
that the normal public rooms of the library are not
dlsturbed. The hall is also approached from the street
by means of stalrs from the gallery on the ground floor
oveilooking the swmuthemn courf. A sultable foyer for
the public in front of the hall, is accessible from the
western court too. The feyer can be locked up independent-
ly. |

The lecture hell in this position 1s accesslible from
.the Nile bank promenade as well as from the Liberation
Square iﬁ eddition to the entrance hall of the building.
The leotdis Rail &5 11t Trom its western side by windows
to the height of 7 ft from the floor level. Above that,
fixed vertical sun breakers are deslgned as not to allow

the passage of sun-rays during and at the same time



as the glare from the bright sky. The hall has some
openings to the east for cross ventilation, ' The foyer
ls glass all) round; there 1s a terrace connecting the
foyer to the art gallery on the other alide of the court.
The height of the hall covers two rldors, while that

of the foyér is only one floor.

The hall 1s fulﬂished'with fixed tip-up seats in
upholstery and Dunlopille cushioning, red plle carpets
fitted along the aisles, maple veneer plywood panelling
to the side and end walle with painled celotex board
above and plastered ceiling with indii:ect lighting
concealed 1n the cornlce.

The stage 1s floored in single strips on battens
on & HeC, fremework reised to a height of 5 ft. The
prosceniur arch ls of plasterwork and the scenery |
flats at the rear are removable when required.  Space
i3 provided for footlights and side floods. The cinema
screen 12 on an electrically operated roller located\
in the top of the proscenium = rch; where also is housed
the londSpeaker;

.The Projection Koom : 225 sq. ft. of flreproof
construction with flreproof doors, the projecﬁor slits
with fireproof shutters and an emergency escape stalr

with firepioof door. The floor is of granolithic finish.

It should be aryanged so that the lecturer can automatically -
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operate the lantem., The roon 13 slso acceselble from
the zain hall. |

Tho cafeterla on the ground floor is oonesldered
& a semi~detbuchad elﬁﬂent to the library. It 1= used
by the public ueing the libmary, the public attending
ths different lectures or parfoimanses, and by outsiders.
1t serves light meals and ather.rar:ashmoats. The
cafeteria is accegeilile from the wast fo: thg pesople on
the ille Lank and from the aaaﬁ for the pdople using the
librarye. A stalrcass 1s gonnecting the foyer with the
cafleieria,

The dizeation o the cafetsria runs north to south
to get a full view over the park and the Nile, with a
teriace and a pazgoia ian thie front Ffor outdoor diners.
Thaie 13 also abar seyved dlrectly from the kiichen.
A cashier counter is provided., The kltchen which is
rather small, occuples tae soubhern end as the jaln services
would bLe. Crogs ventilation 15 well thoughi of during
the design. The kxltchen is served from & southern entrance
and has lavatories for staff use. Lavatoriez are
placed in bne'aaatarn gallery of the cafoterie. It 1=
most desirable that all the serviceé, lavatories and
" kitchensa should have southern orientation. The kitchen
itself i1s fitted with refrigerators, two cvens, service

tevles, basins and cupboards,
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The Stack Tower The vertical part of the bullding 1is
desc:ited as the stack tower. The tower consists of

nirne storeys, % ft. (floor to floor). The lower storey

is occupled by the carrolls. The stack tower takes

a rectangular shape with the longer sldes facing east
and west, ‘The tower 1s sesrved by two seivice shafts

at @ach end. TRach shaft conslsts of a service stalrcase,
ond 1lift for trolleya, tuo 1lifts for vooks, and in between
theye 1s a rmaln duet. The service shaft at the southern
end 1s mainly used by the staff and-cnnnects the stacks
with the wo Ming rooms in the ground floor.

The other service shaft at the northern end of the
tower serves ths different reading rooms of the library.
The sastern and western facades of the tower arc fltted
with vertical K«C. sun breakers, so as not to allow Sun-
rays into the stacks at any time of the year, The sun-
breakers of the western facade halp to conduct the
north-wastarn breézo through the stack. Each floor
of the tower housee 160,000 books on light metal shelvea.
Lavatoriss sre avallavle every three floors.

The 1ift machinas and two elr conditioning piants
are put in two yooms on the roof of the tower with a
'pergola connecting them. The stack tower in this shepe
can be extended upwards or bullt on in stages according

to the num.eyr of volunes availavls.
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THE CHARACIER OF THE SCHEME

During the long

history of Egypt, the country was affected by differ-
ent civilizations. Egypt's history begins asbout 6000
B.C. During the Pharoes' period the country was ine-
vaded and conguered by the Hykos, 20008,C. -In 526 B.C.
came the Persians. In 552 B.C. came the Greeks under
the leadership of Alexsndei?the droat{ Egypﬁ fell 1n£oi
the hends of the lomans and became & province of the
vest Homwan Ewpire in 30 B.,C. Then in 640 GaB, Egypt
was conguered by the Arabs. Egypt was ﬁhen 8 part o:
the Ottoman Ewxplire in 1517 - 1806, In 1805 Egypt came
under the control of her people with the leadership of |
lohammed Al1 and‘hls son Ibrahin, Thelr descendants
were not worthy of their names and thus Egypt gfﬁdually
fell under the sway of the French and the British, Then
the people started the struggle for fresdom and the
independence of ;heir‘countrQ in 1919; In 1822 they
gained a quasi-independence. In 1936 another step was
taken towards a full independenze of the country. The
peoplets stmggle was then crowned by the revolution
of £5rd July 1952 and the proclanation of tho ropublie,
under the leadership of General Neguib, who translated
the people's aspirations into action.

Erom th;s very brief historical account, it
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is shown how Egypt has been affected by the different
civilizations. Where the east and west meet ﬁogether,

a8 non-howigenious life is formed, the result of which
is the disappearance of national character in the
gcountry. This is oovious in the people's dress, customs
and also in architecture. One look in a Calrc street
shows that there is a great collection of different
styles and movement, bBulldings designed by Italian,
Greek, French, Lritish and Egyptian in a hasty manner.
This chaos came to an end when the country started to
control herself by heiself. Now the Egyptlan architect
trles to show his elasticity by following the very
modern lines regarxdless of any other factors. I consider
this is a transition = rieod of our national chailacter.
The tendency 1s for 8 unifying of the people's dress,
culture, and soclal life.

The history of aichitectu:e in Egypt has passed
through many different stages., Pharaounic style as
rela t ed to Ancient Egypt 1s what we may call a pure
Egyptian style. The Saracinic architecture, which was
introduced after the Arab conocuest of Egypt in the 7th
century, was used malnly for Mosques, etc. These were
usually the two main styles affecting architecture in
Egypt.

Once the Italian and the French Renaissance had at
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an earlier period end for a short time, some influence,
but 1t was comparntivoly‘amull and soon dled sway,

As Egyptlsn architecture has passed through all
these styles at different periods, one single tradition
can hazdiy.be tiaced in the new builldinge of today.

This can be seen in the accompanying photographs of some
of the Lulldings erected in Csiro during the last
fifteen years. It 1s true that sore architects not.
very long ago tended to advocate the Pharaunic style

and others considered the Saracinie to be the one that
should be followed as & trsditional dyle.

Co the other hand, new weys of construetion, new
tuilding waterials and the closer gep between the
different nations, all these factors give archltectuse
en internaticnal character especlelly between the
nptions who have similsr climatiec conditicnes culture,
The satisfactionof every element in bullding to its |
funetion, glves the bullding 1tes true charecter. This
is the character of the schemo.

The Public ILibrary being e municipsl building, 1t
should reflecl a sober and modern effect of a monumental
feature, The alte 1s surrounded by many modern buildings,
mest of them offieces and blooks of flata., The Museum of
Hgyptian Antlquities which Is nearly adjacent to the 1liue-
raxy,has a classic style. This has its effect on the
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deaign and the character of the scheme. The muscum'n 
long facadp ends in prespeoctive to that horizontal part
of the scheme with the stack tower as a focus or land
mark, to the whole cultural centre suggested.

The Oriental character i1s shovn in the colonnaded
eourts which help the venillation of the building and
glve a good amount of shade to the diff'erent parts of
the building.

The chavestor of Whe building in this scheme
esvolved meinly from the straight forﬁazd solution of
proolens encountered, without balngvgffﬁoted Ly any pree

determined foms o1 style.
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SCHEDULE OF ACCOMMODATION WILH AREAS

GROUND FLOCK

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

FIRST FLOOR

(a)

Maln entrance hall ave

Enqulry offlce see
Porterts ofilce ‘on
CIOakB eee
Lavatories (Ladies) Sy

" (Gentlemen) oo

The Library rooms:
Newspaper room ces
Lending library (including
sei1vice shaft and working

area) oo
Magazine reading room  ,..
Yorking rooms and offlces
Entrance hall ces
Lavatories (Ladies and
Gentlemen) -
Binding room ese
Keceptlion office : ses
Store ees
Cataloguing office e
Frinting wachine room vae
Paper store ve e
Photostat including

dark room see
#lerophotography and

dark room see
Three strong rooms vee
Service shaft coe
Utllltles and Porter's
living room oo e

Cafeteria:
Entrance (to the east side)
Lavatories (Ladies and

Gentlaemen) P
Kitehen and services e
Caefaterlia with the

western entrance eee
Clrculation (corridors

and halls) -
Hall ens

L

LA ]
LI
L ]
Tee
e
LU

LI

o

2250 8
225
220
225
228
225

4284

6525
4284
810
300
1620
225
300
2025
675
330
330
330
112
225

450

56

500
698

2700
2700

3150

EA

ft.

n
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Exhibition see saee 3150 ﬂ%. ft .
Art Galle 1y “es P 00 "
{(b) Sexvice shaft ass oee 226 " -
kalin reading room
(reference llbrary) ves “ee peop Y M
Catalogues P .o » g & ®
Biblioglﬁphy s e TR 2700 " "
Service place o o4 inge ", "
(¢) Lecture hall _ e e 3878 " .
FO};BI‘ 5w s e 1800 . .
Gallery e P RiNg. Y., ¥
stage sod | iaae Jj3s * ™
Terrace e R 1186 *® "
Retiring room and tollet ,ee  oos 2y s *
(d) Gffices:
Committee room ss e as e 260 " =
Libl"&‘lian's offilce sae ev s 560 " "
Seeretary to Librarian o8 WD %00 "
Sub-Livrarien's office i - e0 " i
" secretary TE cew 560 " o
Branch libraries dept. T S Yep. "x *
Papym 3 Office sen see 560 " .
Coins offilce a0 ee 360 i "
Litemtule Office 'R ese 560 . "
Mapuscripts ofiice o nie “ee S50 . *
Other offices (3) “an vos logop " "
n " -8 & L 450 "
Blind section easn es e 675 . .
Lavatories {(Ladies and
Gentlemen) o5é ves 360 " L
Cireculator ares S g5 1860 " »
Infomation . see T 1l2 gl "
SECOND FLOOR
(a) Hall and stalrs se e es s 5150 N "
Uppe I pa .Ltu Of Elrdbitiotl& "s e e 2100 . »
(b) Technical Livrary Gibis >e s sed * °
Commerce library o Ve 3375 " "
service shaft and service
place &nd circulation sisw ons g0es 9 v
Special collections cue - gog8 * *
Projector room soe " ane =ps. o "
.i.‘-iapﬂ TE eas 1050 . »

() ©Service shaft and office eees oo 585 " "



Book stacks for office see cse 675 aq. f£t,
6 rooms (offices) 6 x 360
(accounts, statistics, purchase

editing) : se e s0 2160 " "
Lounge es e ess @00 . "
Cafe. ey ) 400 " 88
Kitchen ven se e 450 " "
Terrace sus ‘e e = 0
Circulation dod . 420 N

THIKD FLOOKR (The carrolls)

<4 cariolls ?‘éft X 7zft) sos e 16786 o "
2 service shafts Sk e 450 " "
Circulation area, offices

and stores e sae OSBOB 7 "

ETACK TOWER

2 floors each of a4 svs 4B M "
ROOF
2 machine rooms each of A b 226 " g

The whole volume of the building - 1,910,700
8q. ft. Vhere 1t 1s considerably cheaper in Egypt than
in thle country, the eu. ft. will cost about 4 shillings.
The aﬁp;oximate coat of the building 111 be:

| - £400,000 '
The kgyptian Government is paying.a great considere
ation to the establishment of a new publie library. A
similar amount of money.was decided on in the five years

scheme whilch the Govemment has planned,

STATESENT OF MATERIAL ASD STRUCIURAL sSYSIEu

The type of structure adopted in the scheme is

~in 1ts most simple way. A uanilt of 15 ft. is cariled on
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all over the plan. The slaplificatlion of the strueture
reduces the Lime and coat of construction. On the other
hend 1t gives the scheme sn architectural rhythm,

Thers 1w alwéys a geneiral law controlling the‘
different sides of nature, its atructu.e and 1ts growth.
This law can be spplied in architecture as units.
Structure

it 1s B HeUe* fravwe building. Yhe external walls:
ere cavity walls. ‘The outer skin is 4% inech orickwork
and the inner skin 1s 4 inch breeze blocks. The building
1s faced with 2 inchprecest concrete slabs fixed to walls
by means of lugs cast in the slab. sowe of the internal
walls arye of light materials, mainly of breeze blocks,
as shown in the drawings.

Censideration has been glven Lo piovide for
"expanslon joints" where necessary aslahown in the drﬁw-'
ings. Tne fcotings fol the colﬁmna ete. and expansion |
Joints axe of cantllever type. 4All column footings are
of l.Ce The concrete used fo: the columns and beams in
the centre block (the tower) is of high grade mix
1:2 % 4, and high tensile steel 1z also used. This has
been done ior the purpose of minliising the size of the
beams and columns.

The concrets used for the rest of the otullding - in

the slabs, beams and colupns - is of the ordlnaiy grade
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concrete 1 : 2 : 4 with a better mix (1,000 1b 1 sq. inch
sllowable strous on concrete) Lo reduce the cost,
The iloors sre of 1einforced conciete hollow slabs.
KeCs has been chosmeén as the stiuctural material for
this scheme for its populaiity in Egypt, with 1ts low
cost in compairison with that of steel stzucture.
Steinlese metal wlndows have veen used in all the
buildings for thelyr supeiioriiy to wooden windows in
hot ciimates such as that of Hg,pt. The windows and
external doorslare surrounded with projectlng praQGaat

conerete frames.

Materials ; Flooring

| The entrance hall's floor finish is of 3" terraza
on 2" cement screed S3l with brass strips anchored in
the screed. The columns are covered with maible of a
very datk bLone.

The-floor finish of the reading rooms ls iubber
t1les of a dark tone. (Furniture : the chalrs are
comfortably designed amchalre fitted with rubber pads to
eliminate any possitlliiy of nolse caused by woving the
chairs, thus dlsturbing Lhe readers).

The W.C. and cloaks. 'lhe rioox-finluh is of green
asphalt tiles laid to fall to floer channels for easy

cleaning. 7The walls ax tlled with very fine paints up
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to & height of 6 ft. from the floor.
The floor finish of the corridors 1s carefully
considered in relation to ﬁpkeep. fapber tiles are to
be used, laid on a solid base to minimize the ncise.
The rooms. Floor finish of all rooms except the
W.Bs. 18 of wooden boards fixed to timber joists which
are clippad to concrete floor,
Cladding
(1) Brickwork of hollow constructlon 15 ins. or 25 ins.
overall consisting of half briék inmmer and outer
bonded leaves. The former by metal wall tiles,
and the latter by cross walls at intervals,
finished extemally with oream colour rendered
with mbber "Tyrolean" finish, which is divided
into panels by sinkings,
(2) Local Abbassia stone of red-brown colour in
uncoursed random rubble, 16 in., to ¥0 in. thick,
geneally load tearing (for the ground floor walls)

Reofing

The roof finish 1is;

(2) 15 em, (6 in,) of an serated lighiweight concrete
material of high insulation value under (b)
cement snd sand screed to falis, under (c¢) two

layers bitumen felt and hot bitumen waterproof
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membrene, under (d) 4 Cuid o (1. in,) thick x 40 om (16 in)
x 4 e (16 in.) uaasarah balattes on sand ved. Tﬁago
balaltes are cut slabs of soft white limestone which
provide good retlective Insulatlion owlng to iheir natural
white colour.

Yalla

Except wheire the red-brown sandstone ruvble walling
is vsed for colouxr and texture, toth as exteinal walling
and the decorative treatment internally, tihie walls are
built of solid whlte limestone wasonry. Where they are
weight cesr ying, the thickness is about 20 ins., where
wall for the cladding to the K-C. structuie, they are
built in hollow bricks.

All ipternal wall suifaces are plastered and péintod.
Fux-thosa'of the reading Yooms, the plaster used 1s
eccustic plaster the eliminate the reflection of sound.

All cojumas on the outside are covered by 1" red
marole.

Library Maurnishings

dard wood 1s the mout popular materlial for intermal
fumishing of public rooma.

Yhe seirvice counter foms tha pivot on which the
whole work of the library hinges. Particular care is
paid in its treatment. Provision should be made for the

recelpt and disposal of ietuimed books pending their sort-
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ing and replacement on the shelves and for the storage
in an accessible place of roll tickets, fine slips, book
covers, smtlonery etc. A cash drawer fltted with bowl
will be required for fines. A continuous foot bar
extending the length of the counter to be fitted toit.

The counter 1s connected to the different floors of
the stack tower by means of local telephone systems
besidcs the service shaft mcluc“.iing book hoilsts 25" x
19" and grovity message tubes.

Readers using the lending library are strictly
controlled. They enter the library by using low swinging
doors attached to the service counter. The normal
procedure of fetuming books, new reglstrations, paying
fines and handling cards, can then be resumed. The counter
itself leads to the exlit which 1s under control.

holl top covers protect all card trays from dust at
times when the llbrary is closed, and as these covers are
fitted with lock and key, the responsibility for the order
and arrangement of the cards is placed entirely on the
members of the staff concerned. Service counters are 2 ft.
wide across the top. 1In the' plan, consideration is given
to space for cueukyp at rush hours.

In the lending library, the lowest shelf 1s 1t'2"
above the floor level and 6'3" for the highest shélf. The
span of each shelf is '3 ft. and Z" in thickness.

(Fig.  shows the different types of furniture construction)
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Buildinga Vislted:-

neference Library, Manchester, Great Britain.
Plgton Libiary, Liverpool, Great Siltain.
Cohen Library, Liverpool, Great Britain.

Stociholm Public Library, Sweden.

Gent Public Library, Belgium.
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