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Abstract

Mechanisms for Achieving
Balanced Regional Development in Egypt

Balanced Regional Development (BRD) constitutes the major tool
to establish democracy and achieve social justice in local communities. Its
effective use can lead to alleviate political tension, open the prospects for
constructive peaceful expression of opinions, and create mutual trust
between the government and the citizen. In particular, the critical changes
experienced by the Egyptian society in the political and socio-economic
fields greatly contributed to shed light on the many causes suffered by the
citizens due to deterioration of their rights in participation and management
of their life affairs. This happened due to emptying the civil society
institutions, decreasing their role, and absence of participation in the
development process. As a result, the study concluded the following: There
are many methods, objectives, and policies to define BRD, but they need
to determine the priorities of fields to begin with. This must take the form
of specified problems to be solved; major and detailed objectives to be
solved; or a combination of problems and objectives to achieve balanced
development.

There are no clear and specified mechanisms to be used by planners
to achieve BRD; if any, they are either ineffective or not related to the
current development situation. Moreover, there are some challenges facing
BRD as follows:

e Centralization in preparing general national plans.

e The general plan is not related to the strategic plans of physical
planning at the regional and national levels.

¢ Inability of both executive authorities and regions to present regional
policies and establish regional institutions with unlimited
competencies.

o Multiplicity and interference of agencies concerned with state lands.

e Absence of regional institutional framework to achieve the spatial
dimension that relates projects and investments.

e Finally, in order to face such challenges, the study presents some
recommendations and a road-map to achieve BRD.

Key words:
Balanced Regional Development, Planning Criteria, Regional Disparities,
Strategic Plan, Physical Plans, Spatial Plans, Structural Plans,
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