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This volume is a completely independent part
of the series
ARCHITECTURE OF THE ISLAMIC CULTURAL SPHERE
published by MARRP .
At the same time it is integrated into this series
as its volume 3b. Together with other volumes
focusing upon important cities and particular
r regions or local schools in the frame of Islamic
architecture, it forms the third division of this
series. This division is further planned to
comprise especially works on less known and
therefore threatened historical towns.
For certain more complex themes we refer to
our previous volumes because of space and
also because the majority of our readers
collect the whole series.
ARCHITECTURE OF THE ISLAMIC CULTURAL SPHERE
will be not only the first complete reference
system concerning Islamic architecture ever
published, but at the same time it will present
a new approach to the subject, one which
rejects mistakes that have been notoriously
repeated until now.
There are a great richness and quantity of
individual monuments found almost
*- everywhere in the historical Bukhara and the
- Bukhara oasis. Because of limited publishing
1 resources this book deals with only a part of the
pictorial material that the author has collected.
We have chosen the most decisive monuments
and features of the city development. In their
second book produced in their brotherly
cooperation, MARP and OICC believe that the
choice presents, at the time being, a complete
@4 survey of this forgotten Islamic region. They are
4. also proud to publish the edition when the
“+4& whole Turkistan starts its new history, at a time
B when Islam, intensively oppressed and painted
in ugly colours during the last 70 years, is still
very alive there, and as many times in the
% history, it is again Islamic ethos that the people
~g Of Bukhara do not doubt.
We would like to express our thanks to the great
admirer of Islamic architecture, Mr.Milan

""""""

¥ corrections of texts not only linguistically and

i
b -

L

f Pantucek, the director of the Oriental Institute in

TG

books of the Institute’s library concerning the

— '

T

its Arabic title.

Some colour pictures in this volume are made
by Yusuf Klobasa, Dipl.Ing., who accompanied
the author in Central Asia, and who kindly
permitted to use them. Valuable documents
about Bukhara were offered for this purpose by

—

-—-——-—-‘

S—

3 =
|

KJirava (Montreal), who again undertook g

~ stylistically, but also helped by several valuable .
TN ideas. My thanks belong also to Dr. Svetozar 3 %7

Prague, who kindly permitted me to study rore'_f}z-aﬁhd

matter. By the courtesy of the excellent:
= calligrapher Yusuf Dhannun the book receiveds

the local institutes and numerous individuals.
We thank all of them.

| would like to express my appreciation o the
Secretary General of the Organization of
Islamic Capitals and Cities, who initiated the
idea of a special volume devoted to the
architecturally almost unknown capital of
Turkistan, Bukhara, the birthplace of Imam al-
Bukhari. Though all study journeys were made
after 1967, at the time when the cooperation in
joint publishing started, neither the initiator, nor
the author knew that calls for prayers would
soon be heard from minarets of Bukhara.

SR ¢ P

“In Khurasan and in Mawarranahr there is not a city
which is more densely built than Bukhara and
more densely populated than it”

al-Istakhri, end of the 10th century

“Namudjkath is the capital of Bukhara.
It remind us of al-Fustat in the quality and blackness of

has seven gates, all smithed in iron... he is blessed who

&% is approaching it, who lives here and it is nice to those who |

are visiting it... all people know figh and literature,
and here live many fighters for Islam”
al-Muqgaddasi, end of the 10th century

Its earth, it reminds us of Dimasq ash-Sham in the size of its
B¢ market buildings, its density of houses, quantity of alcoves
1 lor risalits] and its suburbs.... Every day it rises.... the medina
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The highest authority for every Muslim is al-Qur'an (the Koran).
During the 14 centuries since this book was revealed, it guides all, young
and old, highly educated and also those who are not able to read it by
themselves or in the language of its origin. The direct word of Allah is
thus given directly and clearly for the idividual and for the community
to follow. With the birth of the Islamic state, there appeared numerous
questions of everyday life which cannot be defined in al-Quran itself.
These questions were answered by the Prophet Muhammad during his
life. His advice, sentences, judgements and attitudes were kept in mind

R
(ON=
29

\)_

¥

"W g % { . and understood as right.
| 4 This is the reason why Muslims have kept Muhammad's attitudes, both
,, told or done, in the highest respect. We can observe that this Tradition
|  (Hadith) has also become the second source of Islamic law (shar‘iya).
~ Almost two centuries after Muhammad's death, these Traditions were
~ also written. There appeared numerous collections of different

2

\ %

R

quantities and different values. Among the most enthusiastic collectors
of Hadith belongs

- Muhammad Ibn Ismacil Abu ‘Abdu-llah al-Dju-fi

| al-BUKHARI

~ born 13th Shawwal 194 A H. (2Ist July 810) at Bukhara. His collection, the
" richest that has survived, been carefully selected and critically studied.
Al-Bukhari started with his interest for Muhammad's Tradition at the very
|  early age of eleven. Only five years later he took part in a pilgrimage
to Makka and al-Madina where he heard lectures of the best and the
most direct teachers of Hadith. His life thereafter was determined by
collecting all Traditions, in his country, in Iraq and in Egypt. The
phenomenal result of his life is his critical collection called al-Djami*
as-Sahih, known often as Sahih al-Bukhari.

For further studies of Hadith, al-Bukhari is the best source.

Al-Bukhari died (870) in his native land Turkistan as he is buried in
Khartanak, not far from Samargand.

Though his name is well known in the Islamic world, and through
translations also outside of it, the city of his origin, Bukhara, once the
capital of the vast empire of Samanids, is almost unknown. We shall
now try to present this city in its historical development and fo
document at least some of its hundreds of historical buildings which

have survived.
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Bismilla from the mihrab of the
Kalan Mosque in Bukhara

Opposite page:

Ornamental art of Bukhara
frequently mixed geometrical
and floral motives. Mostly the
geometrical net dominates by
its larger scale and floral
elements are used as filling or
subordinated, small scale
complements. In this case both
are of the same size, density
and value.
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