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Introduction

This book (Landscape Architecture in Egypt volume 1 and 2) presents a pioneering
work in the area of landscape architecture design in the Middle East and Egypt. It is
a product of long years of study and academic experience in the United States, Egypt
and the Middle East, as well as professional practice including the design, planning and
construction of tens of projects in Egypt and the Middle East. One of which is Al-Azhar
Park and specially planting design as a key element of the landscape.
The importance of the book is that it is written in Arabic language, presenting an
important reference to and in the area of
urban planning, architecture and landscape architecture in the Middle East. Given that
the author is an architect / planner and a pioneering landscape architect in Egypt, the
book addresses planting design from the perspective of the landscape architect not
the horticulturist, and that planting design is part of system of design variables including
natural and manmade elements, as well as socio-behavioral aspects of the users. The
key contribution of this book, which in my opinion, is of great value, is the revival of
and the culture of , ecological, and open space
conservation. In the past fifty years many of the Egyptian cities lost most of its parks
and green spaces, in addition to urban plazas and squares. The quality of streetscape
deteriorated. Large trees were cut, and sidewalks and pedestrian patios disappeared.
Canals and streams  were filled without any rational reason, and the waterfront along
the Nile banks in the urban areas vanished under the pressure of urbanization. Historical
garden in Cairo including the Zoo and Orman Garden are in poor shape. Accordingly
we are in deep need of developing environmental awareness among officials, citizens
and children in Eqypt, revive historic gardens, and add new green open spaces. Based
on this, the book the of in Egypt, and how
until this date Egyptian Universities do not offer any degree in landscape architecture,
either at the under graduate or graduate level. In addition, the profession is practiced
by non-specialized persons. There are no landscape contractors, building materials for
use in outdoor are scarce spaces and plant nurseries are poor.
The second volume of the book provides a detailed manual of plants used in Al Azhar
Park and in Egypt. Three hundred and eighty plants are presented with detailed
explanation of plant characteristics and the suitability for use based on its spatial form,
visual and ecological characteristics.
The book is a basic reference for the landscape architect during the planting design
process. It will help him in selecting the most suitable plant which is compatible with the
spatial, visual and ecological design intent. | see that the two volumes are complementary
to each other. The first volume addresses the principles and stages of planting design,
and the second volume provides the plants suitable for use in the design.
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