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Introduction

Reflections and wvisions on the conditions of building , Urbanization , Environmental
development and national and regional concerns , have been embodied in nearly one hundred
articles and research papers published in various periodicals, conference proceedings and other
publications in Egypt as well as abroad, during the iast few deacdes.

These have been classified, edited, and included in topics ranging from Fukuyama's “End of
Civilizations”, to climate change, to challenges of environmental development, to sustainability
to concerns over the future roadmap and paths to meet the difficult simations confronting Egypt
now after the two Revolutions.

The difficulies, challenges and promises are focused upon and addressed objectively in order
te help shape the unfolding future horizons of hope,stability, progress and prosperity.

I am humbly offering to share these thoughts and visions with my students, collegues,
professionals and the academic community at large, in Egypt, in the arab region and beyond,
hoping that they could contribute , in a small measure, to spark needed reawakening, order , will,
determination and in order to institute the needed uplifting of human condition, meaningful
environmental development and progress of our renown civilization, sound civility, and true
identity for Egypt and the arab region.

15/1/2015

D, Mohsen Zahran,
- Emeritus Professor of Urban and Environment Planning
Alexandria University
- The Former Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina,
- He was Expert to UNESCO, UNECEF, UNCHEF, UNEP, ENESCWA, and other
international and regional orgameations.
www. mohsenzahran. com
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1.1 The new Bibliotheca Alexandrina: The Human Dimensions;
Flashes of Indelible Memories

Published in The Author’s book

The new Bibliotheca Alexandrina : reflections on a journey of achievements / Mohsen
Zahran, — Alexandria, Egypt : Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 2007.

People build civilizations, they can make prosper ascend or can mar it and go under.
There are so many persons from Alexandria, Egypt, as well as from countries around the world,
even from down under (Ausiralia) who were energized by the idea of the revival of the ancient
library of Alexandria, turned into true believers, supporters and torch carriers, leaving no stone
unturned, no resource untapped and no time spared . Their collective will and resolve made the
dreamn come true, promising capturing, breathtaking and fulfilling!

The Bibliotheca Alexandrina to them, and to me, was a religion, was a dream, was a hope, It
was a holy goal that united them all together in an inspiring, exciting and captivating
undertaking, withno paralle]l and, certainly, no equal, any where, any time! .

My early association with the idea of the need to have a university library built for the
University of Alexandria began in 1968. The University was the true initiator of the legacy of the
ancient library, since its inauguration in 1940, during World War II as King Farouk University.
Dr. Taha Hussein ,the first president, had underscored the continuity and hnkage between the
famed lighthouse of knowledge, the Bibliotheca Alexandnna and the new institution. [ discussed
the idea, as a young faculty member, with the head of the department of architecture, Dr. Fouad
Helmi, and we were convinced of the need to build the university library, the true generator of
research and scholarship at the vacant present site at Shatby, Selsela, and that he would discuss
this necessity with the University presidents, dr Aly Shoeib, and later on,dr Hasan Baghdady and
dr Lotfy Dowidar .

Meanwhile, [ carmied out a research study on campus planning, location of libranes m ancient
and modern campuses in the U.S. and U.K.., as well as their relationship with other campuses



facilities and components. There are, of course, similarities between city planning (my
specialization) and campus planning. I had this study published in B.A.L in 1972,

The idea was discussed at the university level, with a committee established, including Dr.
Helmi in the 1970's, but no action was taken. My divert involvement was resumed officially,
almost fifteen years later in 1985, when Dr. Fareed Moustapha, the university President,
appointed me as rapporteur of the preparatory committes of the Revival project. Since then, and
for Sixtesn years of utter devotion and commitment as the President's Consultant, the country
representative, as the Executive Director of GOAL, and as Egypt/unesco implementation unit"s
project Manager, I spared no time, effort, expence and experience in order to tum the dream into
reality, no apology no regret!

During these lonely, consuming years of rise and fall , laughter and tears, victories and
setbacks, hard times and great moments, agonies and ecstasies, I was lucky to meet leaders and
citizens, adults and children, men and women from all nations who have come to support and
fight for Alexandrina. 1 have also met and seen people who were anti-success, achievments
hackers, jealous, envious, pretenders, bloodsuckers, and grave diggers! I watched and marveled
and learned enormously sbout human charity and human vanity, human devotion and human
locomotion, fakers and claimers; about climbers, opportunity seekers, , apple polishers, takers
but hardly givers, lime light seekers and plotters. Human frailities were abundant, though human
goodness was boundless.

I have taken the liberty in these pages to highlight a few remarkable examples of human
pronouncements, reflections and emotions that remain indelible in my memory throughout the
fully absorbing sixteen years of direct responsibility for rebuilding Alexandrina representing
Egypt as the Executive Director of GOAL (General Organization of the Alexandria Library, as
my favorite coined name for it) and as representing the International community as project
Manager of the Executive secretariat, the machinery

For easy reference and comprehension, I found it easier to select flashes of unforgettable
reminiscences associated with people, places positions or institutions in order to powerpoint or
focus light upon meaningful human dimensions, brilliances, emotions and reflections. There are
rare words, fioments or acts in historical essays or manuscripts that may grasp or tell; except for



those who were there to tell and foretell as well as to bid farewell! They are witnesses of history
in the making., and careveal the real facts and the formidable truth! I was truly disheartened
though to read in an interview with one of the godfathers of Alexandrina, and they are many
now, since success has many fathers and failure is an orphan, that Mohsen Zahran was only
responsible for the building and construction?! How could he blindfold history?! Though he
knows too well that | was accountable and responsible for all aspects of the rebuilding process,
container, content, finance, management, human resource development, book collection-
building, public relations, fund-raising promotion, logistics, etc., ete.!

Was I not there to receive all the blame, and left with little to claim?] Alas, but this is the
story of life experiences echoed anywhere! However, God knows these are quite a few indelible
flashes of human dimensions to convey and reflect upon, and which 1 wish to share with you.

Archeological discoveries at the library site:

I was surprised that some of the present so-called godfathers, or key project personalities,
were adamantly against it and sought to kill it. One such luminary personally insisted upon the
Minister of Education to retim back the conference center to the university and to bum the
library! The other wrote to the French media accusing the project management of destroying
antiquities at the site, though he knew too well that the Antiquities Dept was in change of
antiquities investigation work at the site. (It is the national authorities only entrusted to safeguard
antiquties). A third, who was bitter about the project, used to attack it in front of the
international press, and once filed a complaint at the police station of Bab Sharg to stop the
antiguitics work at the site! They sought to stop the library implementation. Even a few
opponents have contacted UNESCO inciting them to disengage from the project which destroys
Egyptian hertage! Although They knew too well that we were working with the contracted
antiquities Dept. to locate archeological pieces in order to have them displayed at the planned
archeological museum within the new library. The intention was that archeological finds will be
a tangible display of true linkage with history, especially the site was part of the Royal quarter,
where the ancient library was reputed to have been located! True enough, the beautiful mosaics
from the helenistic period were uncovered, and are now in display in the library museum!
Furthermore, &8 granite statue of Ptolemy I Soter who founded the library, which was salvaged
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from the Eastern harbour, is now standing at the site plaza of civilizations after hectic contacts
and appeals to the antiquities authorities to accept its display at the library. However, history will
eventually reveal the facts!
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1.2 Marring Alexandrina

The revival of the ancient Alexandria Library project was launched by Egypt and
UINESCO more than two decades ago in Aswan, in cooperation with the international
community, after the selection of the magnificent first prize design submitted by a Norwegian
team in the international competition held under the auspices of UNESCO in 1989, which was
unanimously chosen by the international jury, of which 1 was the chairman. The execution of the
simple, imaginative and intricate building complex by intemational contractors, in joint venture
with the Arab Contractors, has produced by the beginning of the third millennium the new
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, an intermational beacon of knowledge—a pace setter in the architectural
rotunda hall of fame. Its imaginative, creative concept is full of unique symbolism, intellipence,
high-tech manifestations befitting this world beacon. Tt was selected by professional
organizations and the media as one of the seven architectural wonders of the 21st century. Time
magazine featured in 1999 an article entifled: “Recreating a Jewsl,™

The civilized world witnessed with awe and acclaim the Bibliotheca Alexandrina’s
inauguration on October 16, 2002 in the presence of President and Mrs. Muobarak, in the
company of kings, queens, presidents and high dignitaries from the international community,
The 5™ anniversary was cclebrated two vears ago, proving to all the success of the Alexandrina
in achieving its objectives as a center of excellence in knowledge and culture, a world-class
forum for debate, peace, tolerance and dialogue among cultures, north and south, east and west,
in contimmm of the messape, mission and example of the ancient Alexandria Library.

However, with the 8™ anniversary slowly approaching on October 16™, and the
convening the 12" annual meeting of the International Friends Associations in Alexandria, the
Friends will be bewildered and dismayed at the sight on the plaza of a new 2-story food-court
structure on the plaza of cultures — a strange arrival built recently, according to media reports. It
is not only indifferent to the complex, but also incompatible architecturally, functionally,
visually and spatially. The architectural schemata are peculiar and in discord, disharmony and
disturbing, especially to the twelve olive trees in the adjacent, landscaped plaza of cultures, with
their provocative, symbolic meanings.

The new Alexandrina was completed during the same last decade of the 20™ century,
when the new British library in London and the new French Library in Paris were inaugurated.
However, it is inconceivable that these two international centers could tolerate the construction
of food-courts on their plazas! Nor could Harvard, M.LT., Oxford, La Sorbonne, or UNESCO, or
the universities of Cairo or Alexandria, or the Opera House in Cairo allow such a transgression.
How can such a distraction, diffusion and digression be allowed to stand on this sacred campus!
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Even the claims that the food court and the bookshop would serve the needs of 1.2 million
tourists visiting the Library annually, is incxcusable, especially since the Library complex itselfl
incorporates several restaurants, cafeterias and bookshops. Who would go to the sacred Plaza of
Culture, except for food for thought and soul, but never for entertainment activities and food for
the body? Furthermore, this strange structure will block the future extension of the Library
complex westward toward the archeological sites, which is tantamount to arresting the future
Library development options. The Library consultants have submitted from the very beginning,
an urban development plan for the entire vicinity, which would envision the future composition
and prospects of the entire Selsela and Soter districts along the waterfronts facing the eastern
harbor, Certainly, this new structure violates this future plan. Furthermore, one is afraid that
other academic and cultural institutions in Egypt or elsewhere would follow suit, given the role
model and the example of Alexandrinal

I am sure that the Egyptian authonties would look seriously into this matter in co-
operation with UNESCO and the international community due to the special national, regional
and international role and mission of the new Bibliotheca Alexandrina, which serves Egypt, the
Mediterranean region, the Arab region and the world at large.

August 25, 2009
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1.3 Continuum of civilisations

" Mot clash but cooperation: Mohsen Zahran* pleads for new horizons

Al-Ahram Weekly Online-14 - 20 February 2002-Issue No. 573

Recently, the University of Chicago's sociology department has published an important
report pointing out that religgous fimdamentalism, extremist movements &nd groups cngaged n
anti- social or anti-cultural violence became especially active during the latter years of the 20th
century and at the beginning of the third millennium, in Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas.
These radical religious movements are reported to be Jewish, Christian, Islamic, or other.

This study thus dismantles any allegation of the clash of Western and Islamic civilisation.
The factors in favour of such a clash were based on confusion and illusion. They are baseless and
incorrect,

On one hand, Islamic civilisation, which represents many countries with no relation to
colour, boundaries, or languages, whether in Asia, Africa, or elsewhere across the globe, shows
almost the same socio-economic problems. On the other, since the communist bloc was
dissolved and the iron curtain demolished, the entire world has joined the one essential force of
the domination of the developed countries, represented by America. The crimes committed,
violence induced, terrorism inflicted, blazing upon the fabric of many countries, have recognised
no borders of time, place or culture,

In contrast to this report, many articles have been published recently on the theme of Samuel
Huntington's 1993 article on the clash of civilisations, published in Foreign Affairs. Huntington's
and Francis Fukuyama's views, together with similar articles in the international media, are
certpinly baseless. Allegations of the clash of civilisation have become lame and impotent.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the US became the sole world power influencing
world affairs. Capitalising on the statements and actions of radical fundamentalist Islamic
governments, especially in Iran and Afphanistan, as well as the killing of innocent victims by
Islamic fundamentalist operations in various Middle Eastern, African and Asian countries,
Western strategists invented a new enemy to fill the vacuum left by the disappearance of the
Soviet adversary. At one point, even some Western circles referred to old scars, animosity and
hatred forgotten since the Crusades. Islamic civilisation, culture and countries thus became the
NEW enemy.

Forgetting the lessons of history, the true nature of Islam, Islamic culture, and Islamic values,
which preach peace, love, mercy, tolerance, equality, charity, high morality, human rights and
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justice, the advocates of the clash of civilisations forgot that Islam, like all other religions,
emphasises individuality, personal accountability, social order and basic goodness. Thus, respect
for other religions has been a basic teaching of Islam, which recognises variety and respect of
differences and opposes subjection or imposed conversion. Freedom of individual choice,
humanitarianism and accountability for one's deeds and actions: these are emphasised and
manifested even in Islamic cities and architecture, the true mirror of Islamic culture. The built
environments of [slamic civilisations differ distinctively in Andalusia, Spain and North Africa
from those of Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Iran, Irag, Pakistan, Malaysia or Indonesia, thus expressing
their local environments, heritage, resources, cultures, arts, and capabilities.

The influence of Islamic civilisation on Europe and the West, has been both varied and vast.
The transfer of knowledge by the Arab scholars of Baghdad or Andalusia to Europe during the
Middle Ages is well established. The Silk Road, which channelled East-West trade, was also an
avenue of cultural exchange. The knowledge and contributions of scholars that radiated from the
ancient library of Alexandria were transferred by Muslim scholars to the West, where it served as
the basis of today's knowledge.

Consequently, there has never been a "clash" or conflict of civilisation, but rather interaction;
a continuum of human civilisations throughout history. Each society, culture and civilisation has
its own distinctive nature, impact, and contribution to human society, progress and the universal
continuity of humanity. It must be clear to all that Islamic religion and culture have nothing to do
with terrorism, violence, intolerance, poverty, underdevelopment, injustice or lack of democracy.

Even those who professed the need for new dialogues or debates among civilisations also
forgot that debate has been taking place through many international and regional organisations,
forums, institutions, in addition to the media. Recently, Pope John initiated a meeting of
representatives of different religions to emphasise the need for greater understanding, tolerance,
peace and collaboration among world faiths, Furthermore, George Cary, head of the Anglican
Church, and Grand Sheikh Tantawi of Al-Azhar, signed a protocol for promoting greater
dialogue between their religious institutions.

Thus, the issue here is not, as some claim, the lack of debate between cultures, since many
government and non- governmental organisations and institutions concerned with this issue have
been involved in creating and establishing such debates and maintaining open communication.
The 6.5 billion people who make up the UN Charter countries represent many channels for
mtensifying cooperation and creating highways to bring all countries into the new globalisation.

The challenge is not to start debates or dialogues, but to make existing institutions more
effective, more productive and engaging, by creating new avenues of cooperation and
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communication. We do not need more debates; rather, we must promote the goals, substance and
results in order to reduce grievances, alleviate suffering, eradicate imjustice, salvage human
diversity and eliminate despair.

Recent history contains many examples of partnership, regardless of the partners' diversity
and differences. Of these, two major channels or avenunes can be explored: the Intangible Avenue
(essentially cultural, social, scientific and intellectual); and the Tangible Avemme, basically
technical and operational.

The first aims at creating and reinforcing systems and frameworks for dialogue and
partnership among civilisations that share cultural or environmental roots. An obvious example
of a region of common henitage and potentials is the Mediterranean basin. By capitalising on the
Barcelona Forum and the European Union experiment, many programmes aiming at new
horizons of collaboration can be conceived. Similar examples abound in the African and Arab
worlds. Frameworks and foundations capable of ensuring greater cooperation and partnership are
necessary, as are attainable, pragmatic goals, to maximise complementarities and synchronised
integration according to a short-, medium- and long-range plans of action.

The second avenue, concerned with institutional, material and implementation aspects, is
directly dependent on the pursuit of the first. The new Alexandria Library will initiate, promote
and support momentum along this avenue and the fulfilment of this goal. It will become a
window onto the world for Egypt and onto Egypt for the world, thus linking North and South,
West and East, as Mrs Suzanne Mubarak, chairperson of the Library's board of trustees, has
emphasised. Here is a great potential and magnificent framework for the manifestation of the
contimmim of civilisation, as demonstrated in the ancient library.

Cireles of cooperation can extend to link other neighbouring regions in the Middle East, the
Arab world, Africa, and beyond. These regional alliances and parinerships can create a multi-
polar galaxy, with prominent nodes of radiznce and great influence, in the service of all toward a
better future of mankind everywhere.

MNearly 50 per cent of world civilisations are made vp of voung people. We owe them the
promise of a brighter future, given the great technological revolution, spreading plobalisation,
and breakthroughs in information and commumication technology and outer space discoveries in
the third millennium.

What is essential is greater understanding, conviction and a common will to act effectively
and quickly, congquer backwardness, eliminate socio- economic injustices and promote avenues
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of trust, and collaboration. Thus can we generate hope, and map out new frontiers for the
realisation of the grand goal of the continuum of civilisation.

The challenges are surmountable, the difficultics are nmumerous but not insuperable, the
resources arg available, and the horizons of hope and progress are both vast and promising.
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1.4 Summary report On the Preliminary Investigative Studies of
Major Tourist Development Projects in Greater Alexandria

1.4.1 Introduction

Upon the request of the Chairman of the General Organization of Touristic Development on
11/12/2005, and after the approval of A.E the Minister of Tourism, to prepare preliminary
investigative studies on major touristic development projects in greater Alexandria, in
implementation of the Ministerial Commitiee on Tourism resolutions on 7/11/2005, T have
undertaken to prepare the required studies on following the key touristic development projects in
Alexandria:

The PALM project in Alexandria

Development of the Nozha Airport District
Development of the Alexandria / Dekheila district
Development of Abu-Kir Bay and Nelson Island
Development of Qait-Bey Fortress and Eastern Port area.

Lh e W D e

To carry out the studies, tasks, several site visits and data gathering trips were made, together
with meticulous consultation of Alexandria 2005 / 2017 / 2050 Comprehensive Plans. Analytical
investigation and critical evaluation of all the available information, data, maps and studies were
carried out in view of its economic and touristic potentialities and liabilities. A preliminary
estimate of the approximate investment cost needed for each project realization was suggested in
final analysis.

According to the investigative studics request, an outline of the aspects were looked into
included the following:

1. Brief description and identification

2. Study of studies undertaken on the project and the outlying areas within the planning
framework, if available.

3. Extent of accessibility to the site and surrounding areas

4. Study of public and private land ownership and need for acquisition, together with public
mtervention, conflicts or obstacles.

5. availability of infra structure in the project site

6. Study of restrictions confronting site developments (military or archaeological).

7. Determination of the projects economic viability
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&, A preliminary estimate of the investment cost

Finally, the investigative studies of the specified project shall be concluded with a
comprehensive report on the results and recommendations in both Arabic and Enplish.

1.42 Conclusion of the Investigation Studies of the Five Major Touristic Development
Projects

1.4.2.1 THE PALM PROJECTS IN ALEXANDRIA

The study underlined the greal promise and reality of the project, especially in due
consideration of the success of similar projects in Dubai and elsewhere in the Gulf region
However it was amply emphasized the climatic, environmental, political and socio-economic
differences which may curtail similar success or cven achievement. The Mediterranean Sea in
subject to strong rainy and windy storms in the winter, and the sea floor and continental shelf
slopes sharply, thus necessitating greal sea fill cost as well as break water defense walls. In
addition strong westerly currents cause strong shore erosion as evidenced in nearby Rosetta

MNevertheless, and not withstanding, the promise of realization, attraction and success is true
convincing., viable and attainable, provided the appropriate sites are well mveshgaled, surveyed
and thoroughly studied, environmentally, engineering wise, physically, culturally and
tourstically, Possible PALM sites ano:

1. Abu-Kir bay / Melson island: Abu-Kir Palm
2. Montarah Palm, within the new brealowaler binlt from Montaeah toward Asafra,
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1. Ban Stefano Palm, in complementary with the marketing and inertia of the new San
Stefano complex.

4. Moarakis, or Marabella Palm, echoing the success of the Manns expenence and magmetic
touristic pull.

These are examples that can begin with one or two simultaneously, until the movement gains
momentum and success. The Palm development may cost three hillion pounds; returns may
double with proper standards, marketing and management.

1.4.2.2 NOZHA AIRPORT DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT

Investigative studies emphasized that the site is most attractive and suitable for such an
imaginative and extensive touristic development around the marine airport area measuring nearly
400 acres. The development may include Marine land, Disney world, Golf course, Athletic and
recreational facilities, Motel, Boatel, Marine airport, Hangers together with complementary
facilities an\d services. Upgrading and renovation and proper renewal of the existing Nozha
pirport and terminal are also emphasized. The expecied cost is approximately One Billion
pounds.
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1.4.2.3 DEVELOPMENT OF ALEXANDRIA AND DEKHEILA PORTS AND THE ADJOINING

MSTRICT

It was pointed outl the necessity 1o integrate the operations, management, functions and
physical connections of both ports. In complementary and equal emphasis the total urban
renewal and wpgrading of the archaeological sites of the adjoining districts must go hand-in-
hand. This massive development project involves urban archacological, housing, conservation,
touristic as well as naval transport projects which link the ports with the waterfront distnicts of
Alexandria by sea shuttle daily services along the B0 Km ribbon streteh of the urban cormidor.

The preliminary cost of the project was estimated as one billion pounds.

It 18 important to assert that the direet tounstic developments are limited and the project 15
multi-faceted and far reaching in its impact on the city and national socio-economic
development.



1.4.2.4 DEVELOPMENT OF ABU-KIR BAY AND NELSON ISLAND

The magnetic impact of the history of Abu-kir and the recent archaeological discovenes has
whetted the appetite and interest of the media and vanous circles. nationally, regonally and
intermnationally. This interest neads proper capitalization upon to uplift the poor urban situstion
and condition of Abu-kir, especially that the comprehensive plan of Alexandna looks opon Abu-
kir as the eastern pole of Alexandria. The investigative study underlined the impact and
limitation of existing military camps and presence and that the navy has control over Abu-kir

port.

Equally, decisive and affecting the daily life and setivities of urban life and functions are the
existing air defense college, the naval academy and maritime academy. The present condition of
the infrastructure 15 also unsatsfactory and lacking,

However Nelson Island is almost virgin, neglected and npe for development. It is important
to engage the varipus players in Abu-kir, military, academic, and industrial as well as
archaeological to partake in supporting and implementing comprehensive development. A Palm
development around Melson Island with maring as well as tourstc development, visit the sunken
monuments of the tow submerged cities a3 well 85 the sunken Nepoleon Fleet are targets of grest
investment promise.

The tentative cost of such development is nearly 900 Million pounds.



1.4.2.5 TouURISTIC DEVELOFMENT OF QAIT-BEY FORTRESS

HARBOR

The recent world attention focused on the discovery of sunken monuments in the Eastern
Harbor by the French archaeologists and the sunken piers of the Hellenistic port and Cleopatra's
palace must not wither away. In addition, the inauguration of the Alexandria Library overooking
the port further calls for the need to insist bravely in the proper development of this historic port
that witnessed the birth of Alexandria in 332 B.C, the lomry of the famous ancient library, and the
magnificence of the famous Pharos Lighthouse, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world
that stood where the existing Fortress is now situated.

LINESCO and the European Union have supported studies and investigations on the Es\astern
Harbor and its historical and archaeological treasures. In addition Pierre Cardin, the renowned
fashion designer, sponsored with EDF studies on building the glass faced obelisk of light at the
harbor with exhibition and tounstic facilities. Studies have also proposed having an urban walk
around the inlets, almost a circular 5 Km path with suitable cafeterias, restaurants, shops, rest
areas, fishing jetties placed strategically about. It was also proposed to have ome retired
passenger boat liner be paced permanently as QE2 in Long Beach, California, as a hotel with
manna planned alongside. Ferry boats could also have regular dmly transport services linking the
port to Alexandria districts along the 80 Km waterfront,

The estimated cost of this great ambitious project will hover mround one Billion pounds.
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In addition to those projects one may also propose complementary additional key touristic
development projects:

1.4.3.1 SIDI ABDEL RABMAN PROJECT,

This project was the site already awned by a public sector holding company on a beautiful
search 1500 acre that can accommodate 3000 rooms in 8 to 10 hotels, motels, in
complementary with other recreational facilities like golf courses, restaurants, safaris, lakes,
water sporis, cic. several Palms may also be planned.. It 15 a8 huge project that may be
mentioned internationally.

1.4.3.2 THE NEW MAaMOURA DEVELDFMENT.

Mamoura waterfront could be redeveloped with plans proposed capitalizing on its reputation
and special character.

1.4.3.3 THE MINE LAND

It is of 380,000 acres (nearly 1500 acres) at the old site of WWII famous battle could be
auctioned for developers as a BOT project to remove the mines and build various touristic,
agricultural and housing complexes. The time span could be 50 years and the benefits will be
multiple in terms of jobs, facilities, housing, services, and above all ending the daily danger of
mines that have killed thus far thousands during the last 60 years, in addition reaping benefits
from death land.

1.43.4 DEVELOPMENT OF LAKE MARBIUTIS

This project entails the salvation and conservation of the lake, controlling its present
pollution and neglect. It involves developing of the waterfront totalling 50 Kms, building Palms,
foresting around the waterfront as well as recreational activities about a truly urban lake.

1.4.4 Conclusion

I wish to express my appreciation to the public organization of touristic development for
undertaking such grand projects which will propel the socio-economic and urban development of
the Greater Alexandria region.
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I wish to advise that priorities should be made and that a plan for action is effectuated in a
momentum that will propel development in all fronts in comprehensive integration and
complementarity.

The Nozha airport district project may be given priority together with the Eastern Harbor
district fronting the Qait-Bey fortress, capitalizing on the international interest and involvement.
The Plam project may come nexl or even pursuéd in parallel aftér identifying the appropriate
site, location, content and intention to have the adequate physical and climatic parameters
carefolly surveyed and evaluated.

In conclusion, I wish that with your will dedication, resources and capabilities, these projects
will soon become viable realities, of which we shall all be proud,

Thank you and God bless you all

o T2 2005
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Chapter Two: Housing

2.1 RECOVERY FROM THE RuUINS OF HOPE
2.2 GRAVEYARD HOMES
2.3 SQUATTING: AN ALARMING NATIONAL Phenomenon!
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2.1 Recovery from The Ruins of Hope

An old folk song tantalizes emotions and invades patriotic hearts by recalling: "Where have
all the young men gone? Gone to graveyards.... everyone, gone to flowers.... everyone, When will
they ever learn? When will they ever learn?" is repeated rhythmically...... The catastrophe of
the squatter settlement's mins of Dowaika near the Mokattam platean east of Cairo, echoes
repeated tragedies that have shocked the nation and the world with hundreds dead and injured!
The sequence of tragedies, from the Shura (Senate) Council grand fire and its embarrassing
exposure of inept, inefficient, irresponsible authorities and their lack of preparedness to face
tragedies; to the Red Sea sunken ferryboat with 1300 passengers drowned: to the train fire and
crashes; to collapses of apartment buildings to others — all point accusing fingers to authorities
and local government. I has betrayed the flagrant lack of preparedness, shortage of emergency
plans or programs, lack of resources, shortage of facilities, absence of expertise, inaction, as well
as poor management! The death toll, especially from the poor needy and plagued classes has
been stagpering. The victims have been multitndinal, the losses astronomical and the dashed
hopes are agonizing and telling! People are now painfully awaiting when, where and how
Dowaika-like tragedies the axe of fate will strike?! What is both distressing and ironic is that the
reports of experts and many conference studies have forewamed about the exasperating and
terrible situation of pending tragedies and forthcoming catastrophes (The Weekly, #861, dated
69/ 2007). Have not academics pointed out the dangers and predicament of several hundred
squatter settlements and shanty-towns and informal housing developments, sheltering nearly one
third of the Egyptian population, are infesting the urban and rural fabric everywhere? Have not
international advisors pointed out that these illegal conglomerations are dangerous grey arcas
which are havens for poverty, ouflaws, fanatics, crime, narcotics, speculation, usurpation,
unemployment, economic deprivation, social ills, congestion, high density high dependency
illiteracy, anti-social and anti-cultural conduct, epidemics. In addition, they are a total
environmental hazard: physically unsafe, infested, unhealthy, an explosive liability, fire hazard,
security threat and an alarming national insult. Alas, nothing seems to shake the conscience of
authorities or the nation anymore! No sooner than a tragedy strikes, than it is quietly wrapped up
into oblivion and forgotten, whether by the victims, the used, the abused or the accused! When
will they ever learn?

The squatter crisis is over-whelming; the figures are stagpering, testifving to the
corruption, laxity, collusion, inefficiency and apathy in local government, which essentially
shoulders the blame. Who allowed the illegal squatters to sprout every-where? Who sanctioned
connection permits to utilities, thus giving residents de facto existence and de fury claims? Who
condoned their registrations during election bonanzas to gain political favor or interests despite
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their illegal, unsafe, unhealthy, insecure and inhuman existence? Who realizes that informal
housing and squatters have siphoned many billions of Egyptian Pounds of private capital from
the meager resources of the poor classes?

Elsewhere, one is alarmed and troubled to report that most apartment buildings in Cairo,
Alexandria, and other cities are fire hazards for their lack of proper fire-escape stairways to be
used during emergencies. Most residents, employees and users of public and private high-rise
buildings have no knowledge of fire escapes or trained how 1o use a fire extinguisher at the
breakout of fires. Governorates, organizations, institutions, and other establishments, public or
private, should value homan life, human safety and environmental security. They must mohilize
rezources and capabilities and begin immediately by adopting all plans, programs, policies,
operations and maintenance, emergency procedures with sustained, periodic fire drills, fire
inspection, follow-up, quality control and quality assurance in complementarity with
governmental and public plans for action at all time and at all locations. Meanwhile squatter-like
manifestations are plaguing the Egyptian built environment: in buildings, on roofs at streets in
people's conduct, human relations and deeds, which require drastic intervention and needed
change in both form and content!

The solution must begin with the reawakening of the national conscience and communal
guilt for laxity, inefficiency, unpreparedness, irresponsibility, absent planning and inadeguate
human and national resources and facilities. Transparency, accountability, exposure, and due
process must be in order at first, Continuous, solid commitment to face the awesome challenges
ahead and to institute proactive reform is mandatory toward the road of recovery, which
necessitates that comprehensive national urban redevelopment plans must be strategically
adopted and implemented at all levels, sectors and regions, sparing no resource and avoiding
any slogans or dogmas. These must be multi-layered and multi-tarpeted to deal with corruption,
inefficiency, negligence, apathy and neglect. Demolition of unsafe, unhealthy and illegal
squatters must not be delayed, coupled with the building of new nuclei of conglomerations in
new developmental corridors away from the traditional axis of the Nile Valley for a balanced
distribution of Egypt's population. Local government reform must begin immediately with
proper leadership, training, enlightened management expertise and ample human and material

TESOUNCES.
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A national campaign is badly needed, urging all to wake up, shape-up and rise up to the
call for salvation, reform, and long awaited change. Squatter setflements cannot continue any
more to mushroom wildly and threaten the lives and livelihood of the nation. There is no
choice! There is no alternative! We must act NOW. There are no higher stakes and there is no
greater priority. There is no more honorable and humane national strategic goal for the future!
Any continued sfafus guo or further delays is intolerable and unacceptable. The time is running

ovu!

22/09/72008
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2.2 Graveyard homes

27 November - 3 December 2008 [ssue No. 924 Opinion

The collapse of residential blocks in Alexandria sent shockwaves throughout the country.
One can only puess what the tragedy meant to its survivors. How terrible it is to lose everything
in a second, the loved ones and the material things people accumulate in a lifetime. And such
tragedies are not only happening in Alexandria. With alarming frequency, we hear of similar
incidents taking place in other parts of the country. The media reports them, experts discuss them
on talk shows, and little else seems important for a while. Then the memory fades, and we find
other things to wotry about.

How many times have we discussed the problem of unplanned urban districts? How many
conferences were held about unregulated housing? How many scientific papers have been
written about the uncontrolled growth of our cities? And yet nearly one in four Egyptians still
live in unplanned neighbourhoods, some without water, electricity or sewage.

The recent rock collapse in Mogattam offered a tragic illustration of how serious things can
get. Despite all the conferences and experts, buildings are being built without licences, without
regulations, without safety measures, without insurance against fire, without precautions against
earthquakes, Agricultural land is lost every day to urban growth and nothing is being done about
it.

‘We need to start protecting our agricultural land. We need to start caring about the safety and
integrity of our cities. We know what's wrong with our building regulations. We know what parts
of our towns need to be re-planned. All we need to do is act. We have the means to make our
homes and cities safer and we have a duty to do so. We cannot allow more homes to tum into

TTASS FTAVES.
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2.3 Squatting: An Alarming National Phenomenon!

- Recently, 1 had to deve through the new city of “Borg El-Arab”, an urban satellite, 50 Km

west of Alexandria, in order to connect to the northern coastal Highway. It was my first exposure
since 15 years ago to the uwban condition in this new town. 1 was disappointedly shocked at the
degree of urban dilapidation, deterioration and breakdown of urbamity. Squatting is now a
common phenomenon in most Egyptian cities—a daily occurrence on sidewalks, in squares and
in the streets right of way, Buildings are in disrepair, the wrban fabric is deteriorating, engulfed in
chaos which is infiltrating every quarter and every corer.

This virus of squatting, and the proliferation of squatting is a nationwide custom defying
public order. It has been infesting Egyptian cities for decades, although it has spiraled and
mulfiplied to unparalleled scale and complexity after January 25% 2011 Revolution. The last
three years have witnessed a multitude of crises and challenges: the increase of Egypt's
population to nearly 90 million people (2:4 % annual growth rate), declining economy, rising
unemployment (more than 15% nationally, also 50% in the youth group aged 15-45 years),
deprivation, lawlessness, lack of security, loss of safety, mushrooming squatter development in
most urban conglomerations, spread of informal housing, sprouting of thousands of illegal high-
rise buildings everywhere (more than 50,000 violations nation-wide ), the invasion_of precious
fertile agricultural land illegally by urban sprawl, and among others, disintegration of social
conduct , challenge of public order and erosion of human behavior. This 15 a dangerous national
malignancy of grave consegquences.

The law-abiding citizen is now a rare commodity! Certainly he is long forgotten, constantly
gbused and taken advantage of, invariably ridiculed as a schemer, and often described as
corruptible, cunning, devious, religious, devoid of conscientiousness, odd, gullible, naive or
passive! What a combination of national traits!

This alarming phenomenon reverberates everywhere in most localities and governorates. It
threatens 7000 vears of Egyptian history and tradition of civility, government, public order and
discipline. Civility and urbanity are synonymous with respect of legality, order and rule of law,
regardless. The primary definition of urbanity is its embodiment of order coupled with denial of
chaos and disorder, is commitment to civic rules, a sense of belonging, commitment, loyalty,
perpetual legibility and adherence to, and respect of, social and communal rights. These
permanent values thrive consciously in the individual and communal human rights, as Serge
Chermayef has long declared in his classic work, Community and Privacy. Earlier, Plato in The
Republic, and Aristotle in his teachings, have reasserted profoundly these values and meanings,
nearly 2500 years ago..
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The multiple manifestations of squatting as a habitual national customn have been infecting
and infiltrating Egyptian public life for decades. It began its proliferation after the defeat of the
1967 war, which was accompanied with the forced population evacuation and subsequent
migration from the Canal Zone cities to inland major urban conglomerations. It has spiraled in
tangible and intangible manifestations since then, with the inability of the central and local
governments to provide adequate housing or services for the migrants’ decent resettlement.
Though illegal, squatting was allowed to spread with the benign neglect and detachment of most
central and local governments, prioritizing spending to defense and liberation efforts in the Snez
Canal zone. This era has also witnessed the spread of the casual mood, attitude and popular
movement to challenge governmental authority by the youth revolution in France, together with
the civil rights movement in the USA in the late sixties. Though casualness is now a global
phenomenon reflected on peoples’ clothes, conduct and performance, however, in Egypt it has
commonly spread resulting in anti-government, anti-authority, defiance, apathy, detachment,
resistance to order and chaotic behavior, It has thus become a national phenomenon involving
the challenge and defiance of public establishments and institutions, coupled with the meanings
they signify: disrespect of the rule of law (which could be unethical or immoral), disobedience of
public rules, refusal of regulations and denial of traditions! The mood and adoption of The
Casual are firmly adopted and embraced everywhere by alll

Since then, this phenomenon of challenge of government has spread globally to the
developed and developing regions alike. The current wave of poplar unrest and demonstrations
-are now fashionable threatening governments worldwide! Authorities that have long assumed the
role of the father figure, the protector, the provider, the just and the model to follow, however in
actual practice, proved to be unjust, biased, haughty, transcendent, corrupt and mresponsible.
Casualness implied “Non-conformist” attitude and conduct, in dress, in word and in deed, it
implied defiance of order, disrespect of law, neglect of regulations and avoidance of all rules,
since the ruler does not properly rule, the government does not correctly govern, the provider
does not give, and the public servant refuses to work or serve conscientiously and fairly all the
people with honesty and transparency. The Chinese philosopher, Lao-tse, advised 2600 years
ago: "Claim wealth and titles, and disasters will follow.”

The customary infiltration of squatting has infested Egyptian public life and urban
conglomerations, old and new in many fashions and forms or conduct, Manifestations are too
many to recount; examples include:

1. Squatting communities represent a dangerous national challenge, they are mushrooming
in urban and rural areas cancerously without control, defying law and order, undermining
the basic meanings and essence of urbanity, civility and humanity! This alarming crisis is
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explosive, for squatters have become a volatile, breading environment of crime, violence,
insecurity, drugs, disorder, illiteracy, immorality and disease. They are an affront to
society, communality and wbanity, environmentally socially, physically, culturally and
politically. They amount now to nearly 30% of major cities fabric, 20% of new towns
coverage, and are shellering a stagpering 35% of the total population. These sprawling
sguatters, symptomatic of prbgrits, have invaded more than 50,000 acres of valuable,
fertile apricultural land, which is hardly replaceable, in flagrant defiance of the law
prohibiting and incriminating such common sguatting practice!

The speedy construction of illegal 20-story high-rise (60 m.) apartment blocks in major
cities after the 25th January, 2011 Revolution, is in public defiance and violation of
building law, which sets the maximum height at 36 meters provided it is within 1.5 times
the street width, This illegal construction of nearly 40,000 towers are malignant tumors of
high population density which jam traffic flow, and burden services and utilities beyond
their limited capacities. In addition they represent eyesores of visual and physical urban
pollution, incongment with urban form, character, imageability and barmony. This is a
blatant form of urban vertical squatting compounded by sprawling horizontal squatters.

. After the Revolution, the infectious infiltration of wvenders squatting and invading

sidewalks, squares, streets, public parks and public land has become a daily occurrence,
forcing pedestrians to walk in the strects and to mingle chaotically with cars! Although
these are public domains entrusted to local governments to upkeep and maintain, there is
no sign of intervention or prevention. This vandalism has suspended public rights, has
threatened public safety and is an alarming sight of urban deterioration and urban insult!

. This de facio invasion of sidewalks has been also customary for years before the
Revolution. The common use of sidewalks by shop owners, cafeterias, coffee shops,
repair shops, garages has become a familiar scene, compounded by their habitual
occupation by parked cars, by vendors and rural women selling their produce, or even
reserved illegally by dwellers for their own private use. This congestion is multiplied by
unruly car owners who park their cars illegally in two and three rows on street lanes,
especially in city centers and near shopping malls, thus causing traffic snarls and
strangling jams. Because of these squatting practices, Police officers stand hopeless and
helpless, unable to enforce proper traffic management, or prevent violations,

. Squatting also blossomed in the Tahrir Square since the January 25%, 2011 Revolution,
with demonstrators occupying the square and other squares nationwide for long periods.
This revolutionary custom has inspired other forms of protests by civil servants,
industrial workers, labor unions, Syndicates, students, and others, or in Rabaa and Nahda
Squares by the Moslem Brotherhood after the June 30, 2013 Revolution. This form of
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squatting has precipitated fraffic detours, communal tensions, civie strife and abrasive
conduct.

A common form of squatting is in using buildings’ lightwells or under staircases as
illegal factories, stores or shops; or in converting apariments into offices, private clinics,
or other commercial and business activities, in defiance of planning, building and housing

: laws.

16,

11.

The building of illegal annexes to dwelling units in public housing projects, the enclosing
of balconies, adding new floors or additions to old buildings regardless of style, form or
visual vocabulary, are examples of virtual squatting illegally on existing buildings sites or
public open spaces.

The building of shelters, cages or shacks on rooftops are considered eyesores, for they
mar skylines, blight architectonic entities and defy building laws, amounting to
intolerable visual pollution.

Hanging signs or billboards from building facades, and erecting advertising signs on
rooftops, which ruin the visual character and architectural identity, are also a customary
occurrence destroying the urban visual environment and polluting the urban image, which
echoes the other deplorable tormes of squatting!

The nearly 20 new towns planned and built in Egypt since the 1973 October War, which
were expected to be the showcase of the new urban Egypt, are now infested by incredible
squatting, deterioration, dilapidation and disorder. The new public parks, also observed
in the new International Garden at the gateway of Alexandria, are examples of squatter-
like commercial developments that have become eyesores marring the urban image.
Major streets, highways and expressways are littered with sguatting venders” stands and
shacks obstructing and blighting the road shoulders, precipitating dangerous conditions,
imsulting practices and defiance of all planning and visual determinants.

It is evidently clear that squatting whether tangible, intangible or virtual in all its forms and
practices as a habitual national customs, is truly deplorable and utterly condemmnable. It has
become alarmingly a national phenomenon; an epidemic threatening public order, legal
framework and the national pride in its heritage of civility legality, governability and meanings
of urbanity. The culprits are the lawbreakers, government ministries and municipalities who
violate regulations and refuse to play their obligatory role models. Their public performance and
practice testify to their abundant share of squatting practices and irresponsible conduct. They are
the very ones who have disregarded what they preach. The age-old role of infantry tactics tells s
that “a road block is worthless unless defended!™

Law enforcement is mandatory for all to observe and respect by the formal and informal
¥ sectors, by the public and private parties. There is no alternative, no exemption. The government
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should provide housing for the needy at the rate of not less than 10 units /1000 population
annually. Squatting developments must be amrested and phrased out gradually in a phased,
comprehensive national campaign. Cosmetic uplifting of squatters is useless. Brave and far-
reaching development strategy, policies and projects must be implemented with no delay.
Creative urban planning projects must be adopied and enforced, which are both comprehensive
and inclusive, with participation and involvement of the private sector and the citizenry. There is
no altemative to the strict implementation of planning, housing and bualding laws, with
prohibitive penalties on violators, coupled with acquisition of illegally built new construction.
Public education, schools, universities, the media and all informatiom channels must be
mobilized in order to achieve the goal of raising public awareness and commitment.

The road to recovery and revival is long, tiring but must be traveled sooner than later, before
the crisis tumns inlo catastrophe. The challenges are enormous but the benefits in confronting
them and reshaping the future are indeed much greater and gratifying environmentally, socially,
economically, culturally and political. There iz no alternative to thrust forward toward more
promising and rewarding horizons ahead.

24/1/2014
Published in Al Ahram Weekly: Issue No.1184, 13 February, 2014
As: Egypt's coming urban catastrophe
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3.1 A new shining capital

[gsue Mo, 1207, 24 July, 2014

To save Cairo, and spur the development of Egypt on the national scale, there is
no reason to delay in making the appropriate plans and setting to work on building a
new capital city, writes Mohsen Zahran

1 have long held that securing a bright future for Egypt rests on a comprehensive integrated
strategy for stimulating the wheels ﬁfgmwﬂ:l. and development. Such a strategy must engage a
scientifically sound approach and an ambitious national plan for targeted human resource
development that encompasses all political, urbanisation, social, economic, development and
cultural realms. We are all morally bound to share in the bold and daring fight to overcome the
gruelling difficulties and hardships that result from the forces of underdevelopment, the high
population growth rates that compound general deterioration, shuggish economic and social
development, high unemployment rates, spread of informal urban settlements, shortages in food
and shelter, closed horizons and the dissipation of the hopes of younger generations.

One of the facts established by the numerous scientific conferences and workshops and
intellectual meetings in which | have taken part is that we must redistribute our populace away
from the traditional Nile Delta and Nile Valley axis, where 95 per cent of Egypt's 83 million
people are densely concentrated, leaving 95 per cent of our country’s approximately one million
sguare kilometres uninhabited and a lure to others’ greed. The demographic redistribution across
n_llquartﬂ'sufummrrituwmﬂ:amuth, north, east and west, in the framework of a national
network of transportation grids, urbanisation and production, as laid out in a comprehensive
national development plan, will accomplish national strategic goals in security, safety,
sustainable development and growth in the unipolar world of this current era of globalisation.

One is dumbfounded by what we do to ourselves. Our duties to honesty and scientific
objectivity compel us to acknowledge that the construction of 22 satellite cities around old cities,
with plans for new ones down the line, is not the answer. Rather than alleviating our problem,
these schemes will generate further deterioration and crises, spur greed and speculation, and
ecxacerbate the problems of housing shortages, informal settlements and rising prices.

A bold national urban development project should require plans to create new cormidors and
nuclel that will attract development and, more crucially, that are dispersed across our national
territory far away from the current octopus-like urban sprawls. We could begin with the 1,100
kilometre long urbanisation artery along the north coast and another 1,300 kilometre long artery
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along the Red Sea mountains, and then gradually proceed to develop and integrate new arteries
elsewhere across the country, taking advantage of local natural resources, environmental features
and economic potentials, aiming to complete a grid covering our entire territory by 2050.

The first pioneenng urban corridor in this region arose in tandem with the construction of the
Suez Canal, which was opened in 1869. It led to the construction of the three Canal Zone cities,
Port Said, [smailia and Suez, linked together by an urban artery supported by a network of roads,
railroads and communications facilities, That was a quintessential model of the linkage between
an economic aim and an urban development aim. As attested by the documents of the Susz Canal
Company that would later be nationalised, the project accomplished rumerons local, national and
intermational goals, while drawing the urban development movement castward away from the
Nile Valley and Delta and giving birth to a dynamic artery for habitation, commerce and
transportation. It was an unprecedented feat that overtumed the history of Egypt, the region and
the world.

It seems as though one must forever despair at the opportunities lost, After the October 1973
war, 4 new dawn broke with polden rays promising rapid growth and development, engaging
billions of dollars in the development of new infrastructure and the construction of dozens of
new cities, especially around the capital. Unfortunately, those investments and works at the time
were not directed to the realisation of a brave and ambitious urban development strategy aiming
to create new urban and industrial corridors away from the overcrowded Nile Valley 0 as to
open new horizons for a poor developing people whose hopes and dreams had been deferred for
the sake of helping others and were now dissipated again due to the lack of vision, much talk and
little action,

Reality does not lie. In spite of huge ouflays and expenditures following the adoption of the
“Open Door Policy”, we have yet to develop a bold, unconventional comprehensive urban
development vision. Instead of planning for new and promising urban corridors and pioneering
development nuclei we have repeated the same mistakes and consequent 1lls of the satellite cities
in other countries. Is it possible that, as of vet, there is no comprehensive plan for Greater Cairo,
binding on all, in spite of the numerous plans that have been drawn up but were never authorised
and implemented? Does it make sense to construct rings of new cities, all connected to the
mother city with umbilical cords and perpetually feeding on it, aggravating the conditions of a
capital that is already strained and reeling under enormous pressures? Some have even
volunteered the idea of linking the new cities to the metro and bus lines, a suppestion that
promises to only make matters far worse, The povernment spends billions on constructing
overpasses and tunnels for cars and metros in the hope of alleviating the urban ailiments that we,
ourselves, have created and that have given rise to the spreading tentacles of informal
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settlements, suffocating urban congestion and a permanent haze of pollution. Is there some
unwritten rule stating that we should permit construction around ring roads as soon as they are
completed, only to begin construction of other ring roads further out in endless waves of
expansion, in spite of the fact that we know that we should prohibit construction near the ring
roads so as to develop the green belt that we have been talking about since the 1980s7 It is as
though we are set upon forever battling with accumulating symptoms, narrowly escaping disaster
and muttering supplications,

Greater Cairo is being strangled by one ring after another, each bringing new woes, We will
comtinue to suffer from these until eventually we wake up and opt for the rafional, scientific
approach and proper strategic planning. The experiences of other countries, both developed and
developing, have proven that new cities should be built well away from parent cities so that they
can mature healthily and become independent and self-sufficient. These expertences also show
that when new cities are built close to parent cities they tum into commuter towns or bedroom
communities that empty out during the day. Even if factories and commercial centres are built to
create jobs, these new cities cannot compete with the pull of the larger parent cities. The
thousands of empty housing units that inhabit our new cities testify to this. Perhaps, at least, it
would have made sense to link employment in new jobs in the factories of the new citics to a
commitment on the part of the employee to live there so as not to defeat the purpose of their
construction.

Some countries have followed an approach that has proved successful: creating new capitals
and administrative centres far away from the old capital. A prime example is Brasilia, the
planning and construction of which began in the 1950s in a vast unpopulated area well out of
reach from the urban pull of San Paclo and Rio de Janeiro. The construction of Washington as a
capital city in the US certainly did not halt expansion and the rise of major cities such as New
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago or San Francisco, each of which is thriving, unique in
character, and capable of sustaining their pionecring civilisational contributions. The same
applies to Ottawa in Canada, Melbourne in Australia, Ankara and Turkey and Bonn in former
Wiest Germany, In like manner, building a new capital for Egypt will not diminish the brilliance
of Cairo and its pioneering civilisational role.

The time has come to put an end {o the cancerous urban growth of Greater Cairo that now
houses 20 per cent of Egypt's population. This mega polis monopolises the lion's share of
national investment per capita, yet it continues to buckle under the weight of sprawling slums,
congested roads, and deteriorating services and infrastructure while it gobbles up the agricultural
land around it. Why do we blindly and blithely keep inflicting this harm on ourselves? How can
we allow curselves to persist in this waste of labour and money?
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The idea of building a new capital for Egypt has been discussed since the 19505, At one
point, the government made an attempt to create an alternative administrative capital in Sadat
City. The idea was soon abandoned and the empty ministry buildings were tumed to educational
PUpOses.

Now, the idea should no longer be put off or ignored. The cumrent policy of the government
emphases change, reform, decentralisation and eliminating red tape. Serious and encouraging
steps have been taken in this direction. Provinecial governors have been delegated a number of
ministerial powers enabling them to set into motion the constructions of new wurban and
development corridors and nuclei. But radical change is needed in development planning,
policies, programmes and projects at all levels and in all fields.

The location of a new capital city must be carefully chosen. Above all, it must be situated at a
sufficient distance from Greater Cairo to prevent the rise of more bedroom communities that feed
off the mother city, and to ensure the practical realisation of the goal of decentralisation. The
construction of Heliopolis over a hundred years ago was, for its time, a pioneering venture in
urban development that was carried out with little cost to the state. The same applied to Maadi
and Mogattam. The crucial point is to identify the aim, the feeling and the specifications of the
new capital, and to choose a location that offers the best possible potential for communications,
energy, transportation networks, buildings, businesses and all the other ingredients for a healthy
vibrant life. Also to ensure the independence of the city and its ability to thnve, it will be
important to ascertain that the land in the surrounding desert areas can be reclaimed and put
under cultivation so as to provide the city’s inhabitants with food and clean air,

Cairo will have nothing to fear, Tts etemnal light will not dim. In fact, it will have a chance to
shine brighter once we alleviate it of its chronic ailments and burdens, Meanwhile, the new city
will perform its intended role and functions, becoming a true seat of government complete with
the institutions, agencies and support services fit for a capital of Egypt of the future. Naturally,
the project can be carried out in phases over time and space. For example, we can begin with the
government agencies that do not interact with the public on & daily basis, such as the presidency,
some government administrations, embassies, research centres, private universities and high tech
industries. In our computerised age of internet communications, there is no longer any need for
government agencies and institutions to be clumped together. Global transnational companies
mangge their daily activities from continents away. The same applies to the world's major
newspapers that are printed and distributed in various spots on the plobe at the same time. Our
technocratic era has erased the borders of time and place in the global village of today.
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Eeflecting this spirit, Egypt’s new capital must be more than just an administrative centre, It
should incorporate science parks, industrial parks, business and management parks,
entertainment and recreation parks and other diverse and modem features that give it the unigue
and attractive character that we would like to see in our capital of the future. It is important to
ensure that its activities are diverse, orgamised into diverse hubs, like pearls woven together by a
solid, efficient and elegant fabric of state-of-the-art transportation and communications networks,
services and utilities, and other such features that will give life to ocur dreams for a new,

prosperous and trailblazing Egypt.

As a temporary step, we might consider turning one of our promising existing cities, such as
Alexandria, Sharm El-Sheikh or Luxor into an interim capital until the new capital of our dreams
is sufficiently prepared to take off. The crucial point is that the idea of creating a new capital for
our country is consistent with the nature of the challenges and promisecs of the 21st century. We
can no longer afford to procrastinate. We need to forge ahead with the type of preat dreams and
innovative projects that help guard the safety, security and stability of nations and fulfil the
hopes and aspirations that are shared by people everywhere.

If we agree to summon our resolve, we must renew the covenant with a state that protects
without intimidating, invests but does not squander, disseminates peace and works make
people’s hopes and dreams come true. Accordingly, this requires introducing and implementing
the necessary changes in all the political, legislative and repulatory frameworks governing
development, the economy, culture, the environment, society and other crucial aspects of life
without delay.
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3.2 Egypt’'s mmihg urban catastrophe

Egypt's urban fabric is deferforating at an alarming rate, a process that must be arrested
before the country lies in ruins, writes Mohsen Zahran

Recently, 1 had to drive through the new city of Borg Al-Arab, an urban satellite 50
kilometres west of Alexandna, in order to connect to the northem coastal highway. It was my
first exposure since 15 years to the urban condition in this new town. [ was disappoeintedly
shocked at the degree of urban dilapidation. Squatting 15 now a common phenomenon in most
Egyptian cities -— a daily occurrence on sidewalks, in squares and in streets. Buildings are in
disrepair, the urban fabric is deteriorating, engulfed in chaos that 1s infiltrating every guarter and
every COTRET.

This virus of squatting, and the proliferation of sguatting, is a nationwide phenomenon defying
public order. Tt has been infesting Egyptian cities for decades, although it has spiralled and
multiplied to unparalleled scale and complexity after the 25 January Revolution. The last three
yvears have witnessed a multitude of crises and challenges: the increase of Egypt's population to
nearly 90 million people (2:4 per cent annual growth rate), declining economy, rising
umemployment (more than 15 per cent nationally; also 50 per cent in the youth group aged 15-45
years), deprivation, lawlessness, lack of security, loss of safety, mushrooming squatter
development in most urban conglomerations, spread of informal housing, sprouting of thousands
of illegal high-rizse buildings (more than 50,000 violations nationwide), the invasion of precious
fertile agncultural land illegally by urban sprawl, disintegration of social conduct, challenges to
public order and the erosion of human behaviour. This is a dangerous national malignancy of
grave cOnSequences.

The law-abiding citizen is now a rare commaodity. Constantly abused and taken advantage of, this
figure is invariably ridiculed as gullible, naive or passive. while the schemer, the corruptible, the
cunning and the devious becomes a new national norm. What a combination of national traits,

This alarming phenomenon reverberates everywhere — in most localities and governorates, It
threatens 7000 years of Egyptian history and traditions of civility, government, public order and
discipline. Civility and urbanity are synonymous with respect for legality, order and rule of law,
regardless. The primary definition of urbanity is its embodiment of order coupled with denial of
chaos and disorder, a commitment to civic rules, a sense of belonging, loyalty, and adherence to,
and respect of, social and communal rights, These permanent values thrive consciously in the
individual and communal human rights, as Serge Chermayef has long declared in his classic
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work, Community and Privacy. Earlier, Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406) in his Mukqgaddimah, Plato in
The Republic, and Aristotle in his teachings nearly 2500 years ago, reasserted profoundly these
values and meanings.

The multiple manifestations of sguatting as a habitual npational custom have infected and
infiltrated Egyptian public life for decades. It began its proliferation after the defeat of the 1967
- war, which was accompanied with the forced population evacuation and subsequent migration
from the Suez Canal Zone cities to inland major urban conglomerations. It has spiralled in
tangible and intangible manifestations since then, with the inability of the central and local
governments o provide adequate housing or services for the migrants’ rescttlement. Though
illegal, squatting was allowed to spread with the benipgn neplect and detachment of most central
and local governments, prioritising spending on defensive and liberation efforts in the Suez
Canal Zone. This era also witnessed the spread of the casual mood and attiude, and popular
movement to challenge governmental authority by the youth revolution in France, together with
the civil rights movement in the US in the late 1960s. Though casualness is now a global
phenomenon reflected in peoples’ clothes, conduct and performance, in Egypt it has resulted in
anti-government, anti-authority defiance, apathy, detachment, resistance to order and chaotic
behaviour. It has thus become a national phenomenon involving the challenge to and defiance of
public establishments and institutions, coupled with the meanings they signify: a disrespect of
the rule of law (which could be unethical or immoral), disobedience in face of public rules,
refusal of regulations and denial of traditions.

Since then, this phenomenon of challenging government has spread globally to developed
and developing regions alike. The current wave of popular unrest and demonstrations is now
fashionable, threatening povernments worldwide! Authorities that have long assumed the role of
the father figure, the protector, the provider, the just and the model te follow; however, in actual
practice, proved to be unjust, biased, haughty, transcendent, corrupt and irresponsible.
Casualness implied “non-conformist” in attitude and conduct, in dress, in word and in deed, and
implied defiance of order, disrespect of law, neglect of regulations and avoidance of all rules,
since the ruler does not properly rule, the government does not commectly govern, the provider
does not give, and the public servant refuses to work or serve conscientiously and fairly all the
people with honesty and transparency. The Chinese philosopher Lao-1se advised 2600 years ago:
“Claim wealth and titles, and disasters will follow.™

The customary infiltration of squatting has infested Egyptian public life and wurban
conglomerations, old and new, in many fashions and forms or conduct, Manifestations are too
many to recount, but examples include:
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— Squatters’ communities represent dangerous national challenges; they are mushrooming in
urban and rural areas cancerously without control, defying law and order, undermining the basic
meanings and essence of urbanity, civility and humanity (nearly 1330 such communities
nationwide). This alarming crisis 18 explosive, for squatters’ settlements have become a volatle,
breeding environments for crime, violence, insecurity, drugs, disorder, illiteracy, immorality and
disease. They are an affront to society, communality and urbanity, environmentally, socially,
physically, culmrally and politically. They amount now to nearly 30 per cent of the fabric of
major cities, 20 per cent of new towns, and are sheltering a staggering 35 per cenl of the total
population. These sprawling squatter communities have invaded more than 50,000 acres of
valuable, fertile agricultural land, which is hardly replaceable, in flagrant defiance of the law
prohibiting and incriminating such squatting practices.

— The speedy construction of illegal 20-story high rise (60 metre plus) apartment blocks in
major cities after the 25 January Revolution is in public defiance and violation of building laws,
which set the maximum height at 36 metres, provided it is within 1.5 times the street width. This
illegal construction of nearly 50,000 towers is tantamount to malignant tomours of high
population density, which jam traffic flows and burden services and utilities beyond their limited
capacities, In addition, they represent eyesores of wvisual and physical urban pollution,
incongruent with urban form, character and harmony. This is a blatant form of urban vertical
sguatting compounded by sprawling hornizontal squats.

— After the revolution, the infectious infiltration of venders squatting and invading sidewalks,
squares, sireets, public patks and public land have become a daily occurrence, forcing
pedestrians to walk in the streets and to mingle chaotically with cars.

— This de facto invasion of sidewalks has been also customary for years before the revolution.
The common use of sidewalks by shop owners, cafeterias, coffee shops, repair shops. and
garages has become a familiar scene, compounded by their habitual occupation by parked cars,
by vendors and raral women selling their produce, or even reserved illegally by dwellers for their
own private use. This congestion is multiplied by unruly car owners who park their cars illegally
in two and three rows on street lanes, especially in city centres and near shopping malls, thus
causing fraffic snarls and strangling jams.



— Squatting also blossomed in Tahrir Square since the 25 January Revolution, with
demonstralors oceupying the square and other squares nationwide for long periods. This
revolutionary custom inspired other forms of protest by civil servants, industrial workers, labour
unions and syndicates, students, and others, including sit-ins in front of Rabaa Al-Adaweya
mosque and Al-Wahda Square by the Muslim Brotherhood after the 30 June Revolution.

— A common form of squatting i% in using buildings” stairwells as illegal factonies, stores or
shops; or in converting apartments into offices, private clinics, or other commercial and business
activities, in defiance of planning, bulding and housing laws.

— The building of illegal annexes to dwelling units in public housing projects, the enclosing
of balconies, adding new floors or additions to old buildings regardless of style, form or visual
vocabulary, are examples of squatting illegally in existing buildings, sites or public spaces.

~— The building of shelters or shacks on rooftops is equivalent to toleration of eyesores, for they
mar skvlines, blight architectural entities and defy building laws, amounting to intolerable visual
pollution.

It is evidently clear that squatting, whether tangible, intangible or virtual in all its forms and
practices, as a habitual national custom, is truly deplorable and utterly condemnable, It has
become alarmingly a national phenomenon; an epidemic threatening public order, legal
frameworks and national pride in the heritage of civility legality, governability and meanings of
urbanity. The culprits are lawbreakers, government ministries and municipalities who violate
regulations or refuse to play their obligatory roles.

Law enforcement is mandatory for all, to be observed and respected by the formal and informal
sectors, by public and private parties. There is no alternative, no exemption. The government
should provide housing for the needy at the rate of not less than 10 unilts/1000 population
annually. Squatting developments must be arrested and phased out gradually in a comprehensive
national campaign. Cosmetic uplifting of squats is useless. Brave and far-reaching development
strategies, policies and projects must be implemented without delay. Creative urban and
environmental planning projects must be adopted and enforced that are comprehensive,
multifaceted and inclusive, with participation and involvement of the private sector and the
citizenry. There is no alternative to the strict implementation of planning, housing and building
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laws, with prohibitive penalties on all violators, regardless, coupled with public acquisition of
tllegally built new constructions. Public education, schools, universities, civic societies, the
media and all information channels must be mobilised in order to achieve the goal of raising
public AWATENESs and commitment.

The road to recovery and revival is long, trying and costly, but must be travelled sooner rather
than later, before the crisis turns into catastrophe. The challenges are enormous but the benefits
in confronting them and reshaping the future are indeed much greater and gratifying
environmentally, socially, economically, culturally and politically. There is no option except to
thrust forward towards more promising and rewarding horizons waiting ahead,

12-02-2014
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3.3 Lessons from Sandy

Preparedness in the face of new horizonsis an obligation povernments must bear all the more
as global warming intensifies their impact, writes Mohsen Zahran

06-11-2012-Monday, November 12, 2012- [ssue Number: 1121

Along with the rest of the world, we followed the news of Hurricane Sandy as it swept up the
eastern seaboard of the US, threatening the lives and property of people in eight states, especially
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York. Local and federal authorities had to caution some
40 million people against the dangers of this unprecedentedly huge and vicious storm. But thanks
to advanced satellite and meteorological technology, it was possible 1o monitor Sandy’s progress,
to predict when it would head porth from the Canbbean, and to identify the major centres it
would strike, thereby enabling the implementation of precautionary measures (o minimise human
and economic Joss.

The damage that Sandy wrought as it tore through the Canbbean made it clear just how
destructive this hurricane was. Having claimed hundreds of casualties and decimated residential
communitics and tourist and recreational sites there, Sandy notified American cities to the north
of exactly what it had in store for them. To prepare for this, President Barack Obama declared
states of emergency for several states, rendering them eligible for federal financial aid and relief
services, while several state povernments acted similarly for cities and towns that would fall in
Sandy's trajectory. In addition, two days before the hwricane would hit land at Atlantic City,
New  Jersey, numerous precautionary measures were implemented, notably:
- 8chools, government offices and the New York Stock Exchange were closed.
- The operations of underground and surface transportation networks were suspended.
- Some 350,000 people were evacuated from coastal areas that would be affected by the storm.
- Commercial and US naval vessels docked in the area’s ports were moved out to sea.
- Hospitals, the Red Cross and civil defence unmits were put on  alert
- The National Guard was brought in to assist employees in local utility and public service
administrations and to guard evacuated areas,
- Private vehicles were banned from using public thoroughfares except in cases of emergency.
- Media outlets were instructed to publicise up-to-the-minute reports on developments related to
the storm.



On Tuesday night, 30 October 2012, the mammoth hurricane struck the states of New Jersey and
New York, and particularly the coastal New York City, the world’s capital of trade and finance,
destroying docks and yachts, seaside resorts and coastal residential areas. Torrential rain and
high-tide seas flooded streets under several feel of water which, in New York City, poured into
the subways and flooded the tunnels connecting Manhattan with other parts of the city and New
Jersey, The mushing floods swept through the streets and into houses throughout the 12 long
hours of this unprecedentedly huge hurricane whose flood-related damage was exacerbated by
the fact that it coincided with a high tide.

But emergency and relief teams speedily moved to the rescue of the stranded and to put out fires
that broke out in some 100 houses. Meanwhile, utility repair teams set to work to restore
electricity to 10 million people, to get timsportation services in operation again, to remove fallen
trees and debris, and to pump out water from flooded homes and buildings. Initially, government
authorities estimated that Sandy had caused 515 billion worth of damage. They subsequently
raised the figure to $£50 billion.
In spite of the early warning, precautions, repeated alerts, and material and human resources
support at all levels, there were certain other measures that US local and federal authorities could
have taken. Had they done so, they would have averled considerable material and human loss,
and the breakdown of utility networks and businesses for several days. Whether contingency
planners were unaware of the necessity, or simply forgot, they should have:

- Cut off clectricity and gas for the 12-hour period of the storm. Naturally, they would have
given sufficient advanced notification to people beforehand. Implementing this measure would
have saved hundreds of houses from fire caused by falling clectricity poles. The cumrent could
then have been turned back on as soon as the storm passed and the electricity grid was tested for

safety.

- Constructed steel gates to seal off the entrances to the Metro and installed large underground
drainage tanks that would have collected flood waters and could then have been emptied out as
soon as the storm had passed. These precautions would have prevented heavy damage to the
subway grid and subway cars, and enabled the resumption of operations soon after the storm
passed. Unfortunately, since such measures were not taken, the subway system is still out of
order and repair work is expected to continue for several more days.



- Btudy maritime cuwrrents and construct bamriers and levees in coastal areas. C:rtaiul}r, such
precautions would have protected seaside facilities from flooding caused by the onslaught of
high waves and spared the economy billions of dollars worth of damage.

- Wamed private yacht and boat owners to bring their vessels to shore and house them
temnporarily until the storm passed.

_ - Sheathed and anchored large trees located next to major roads or houses, thereby preventing
them from falling and killing people, destroving property or damaging electncity lines. Many of
the casunalties from the storm were the result of trees falling on their cars or homes.

- Create special storm drainage networks separate from the normal drmnage networks in
coastal areas.

- Redesign coastal urban sirips to better eguip them against natural  disasters.
- Create citizen defence teams equipped with the necessary training to assist government
authoritics in times of  natural disasters and similar CMergencies.
- Establish specialised natoral disaster and emergency administrations endowed with the
necessary material, technical and human resources. These admimstrations would be reguired to
hold periodic drills throughout the year and to remain constantly prepared to contend with any
CIMETECNCY situation.
- Enact laws and regulations to ensure that all public institutions, especially schools, hospitals
and government administrations, as well as commercial and industrial establishments, conduct
regular drills and training courses for their staff on the emergency procedures to be followed in
the event of earthquakes, fires, humecanes and other such crises, as is already the case in
airplanes and ocean liners. Sufficient funding should be made available for this purpose.
The foregoing analysis underscores how necessary it is for relevant authorities to be equipped
with the necessary resources and potential to prepare for and contend with the challenges posed
by natural disasters. Certainly, if government authorities follow guidelines such as those
described abowve, they would avoid unnecessary risks and pitfalls and spare the state and society
considerable human and material loss.

[ can only pray that God spares Egypl from such cruel natural disasters. In addition to our 2,500
kilometre long coastline, our country is located along a major fault line and has experienced a
number of earthquakes in recent years. It is only logical that we should heed the lessons that
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Sandy and earlier disasters, such as the :atﬂsunphicTsunﬂmiin Japan a year ago, have taught us.
Perhaps the foremost among these lessons is that global warming has heightened the likelihood
of natural disasters and increased their magnitude. Surely this is all the more reason why we
ghould take all appropriate measures and precautions to avert as much of the destruction they can
cause as possible, rather than repenting for having left these matiers until it was oo late.



50

3.4 The Continuum of Urban Erosion and Decay

Urbanity is essentially based on order, discipline and & labyrinth of integrated systems and
networks of infra- and super-structures. It is also necessarily dependent upon the culture and
solid commitment to, and respect of, citizens to law, order and civic lovalty—regardless of the
status, position, wealth, creed, color, gender or origin, no maiter what. This is the well-
established rule and character of urbanity and civility in the civilized world, as evidenced and
recopgnized by all major cities and urban conglomerations in the developed world, eastward or
westward, as well as in the newly aspiring developing world in the Gulf, Asia, Africa or Lain
America.

Ironically, these basic rules and convictions are wantonly neglected, or even flagrantly
violated, in developing and under-developed countries, despite their claim to the contrary and
their persistent pride in their unique historical heritage, religious beliefs and moral values.
Egyptian urban centers, especially in the preat metropolises of Cairo and Alexandria, are cases in
point. The continuing challenge to urban order and discipline, coupled with the absence and/or
disregard of the comprchensive long- medium and shori-term urban planming rules, objectives
and directives have precipitated the current urbanitis and the continuing urban erosion and
exasperating urban decay. It is mushrooming and spreading its deteriorating urban ailments
everywhere, whether in the old cities depressingly congested historical cores or along the arteries
and/or around the peripheries. These festering conditions and the proliferation of wrban
epidemics are tantamount to an alarming urban disintegration and approaching apocalypse. The
symptoms anywhere and everywhere are distressingly recognized with evident acceptance and
tacit submission by all, whether urban residents or visitors:

1. At the macro level, the continuing invasion of valuable and irreplaceable agricultural land
by mushrooming shantytowns and squatter developments is spreading without control, arrest, or
containment, which house from 25 — 35% of the urban population. These have become largely
nodes of crime, disorder, disease, illiteracy, disloyalty, illegality, immorality, inhumanity, and
insecurity, in addition to being unsafe and enviromnmental hazard—an insult to human values and
dignity!

2. At the micro level, the defiance of building laws through the construction of high- rise
towers on narrow streets is omnipresent everywhere, thus violating height, density and setbacks
restrictions, as prescribed by the law, without proper parking, necessary green arcas, firs-cscapes
and essential utilities and appropriate services.
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3. The chaotic use of colors, materials, styles, forms, shapes, textures, defies the basic
esthetic, architectonic, and artistic values, while insulting urban order, denying visual character,
a:g:i eroding the allegiance to civility and cultural identity. 2

4. Under the umbrella of encouragement of investments, everybody, investors, landlords or
tenants, are tacitly allowed to do their own things, without restrictions or hindrance. Hotels,
hospitals, schools, malls, restaurants, food chains, banks, businesses, coffee shops are all
awarded building and occupancy permits, despite zoning and land use theories and regulations.
They are built and operated without providing the necessary parking for their occupants,
employees, users, clients, and visitors. The result is traffic jams, congestion, and overcrowding
with double and triple parking, thus stifling the streets traffic flow. Sidewalks and open spaces
are reserved for private use by adjoining shops, thus forcing pedestrians to walk on the streets
and to endanger their lives, while the public domain right-of-way is claimed by merchants or
public authorities There is a disturbing relaxation in the enforcement of laws as well as the
respect of due process and prompt implementation of law court rulings against violators, no
matter who, whether public or private sectors!

5. There is an apparent animosity toward, and hatred of, trees and green areas, despite local
government’s claim of increased areas of public parks. The actual de facto practice testifies to
the contrary. Cutting of trees is easily practiced, while the neglect of green areas and the use of
public parks by either public authorities or investors’ businesses is easily sanctioned by local
authorities. Almost 30% of the Alexandria International Garden is currently leased commercially
to varmous investors. The paralle]l strip to the west of the major access thoroughfare was allocated
in the Master Plan of Alexandria to complement the International Garden to the east as sport and
club facilities, in order to act as a green gateway to the city. This strip (250 acres) is now used as
commercial malls, exclusive housing compounds, hospital, or other public facilities. This
disregard of planning objectives and directions is commonplace. It has become the mule rather
than exception!

6. The circulation network, the public transport systems, and the major utilities cannot cope
with the rising urban population explosion, over-crowding, rising needs and escalating demands.
Millions of cars are now congesting the main traffic arteries and the street networks, hence
resulting in traffic snarls 24/7, especially in business centers. The traffic law was recently
amended with harsher penalties; however, it is still flagrantly violated and ignored by all
vehicles, public or private, with no solution in sight, leading to a silent resolve by all to tolerate
the painful status quo!
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7. The rampant attitude of *laissez-faire ' is allowing all to do, say or act in whatever way or
means to get their personal selfish goals achieved, or their greedy ambitious projects realized.
This attitude and practice have accelerated and intensified wrban ercsion, cormption,
degeneration, congestion, individualism, usurpation, bribery and speculation.

B. While people are bemoaning environmental pollution of air (dust and smoke clouds) and
land (garbage piles), poliuted rivers and lakes, they are equally alarmed by the rampant visual,
cultural and moral pollution. Most building facades are marred by conflicting signs, colors and
shapes, the urban skyline is threatened by building height violations, roof tops are littered by
garbage dumps or forests of antennas, mechanical equipment, electronic signs and hillboards.
Noise pollution from car homs, public transport vehicles, motorcycles, and loudspeskers is
contributing to health and psychological and environmental hazards.

9. The situation and condition of public utilities also reflects wrban decay with frequent
breakdowns of the old water mains, the blockage of sewers, and periodic flooding of old streets
and districts. The continuing issuance of building permits for the construction of high rise
towers on narrow streets with old infrastructure furthers worsens the situation of water pressure
or the bursting of old sewers. Likewise the narrow sireets cannot, and will not, accept increased
traffic generated by the new high-rise buildings.

10. The systematic violations and invasion of the river banks by clubs or public
organizations, which denies the public the free accessibility to landscaped waterfronts. This has
led to infilling of waterways and the sprouting of diverse activities and developments along the
banks, instead of developing the water edge as a green magnet for pedestrian amenities. The
same type of invasion is taking place on Alexandria's coastline, which has been partly allocated
by the local government for the exclusive use as private beaches for various syndicates and
organizations. Meanwhile, Lake Maryout continues to shrink by systematic infilling for use by
public and private developers, coupled with the dangerous levels of water pollution by sewage
drainage laden with cadmiuwm, lead, mercury and other heavy metals, which is a8 =erious
environmental and health hazard which could cause definite fatalities, despite the calls for due
respect for the environment and the necessity of adherence to planning objectives and directives.

11. The conduct and practice of urban dwellers has become unruly and aggressive defying
any and all rules and nomms of lovalty, ethics, civility or accountability., The daily individual's
behavior is largely characterized only by self-interest, deceit, profitability, apathy, dishonesty,
and cultural immatunity. The contimng neglect of ethical values and denial of moral parameters
have energized and idolized the sole purpose of maximizing of personal profits and material
gains at the expense of public order, urbanity, intangible values and moral thresholds. This
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virus 18 further mfecting and mfesting urban fabric, pattem, character and discipline, and is
largely at the root of and is responsible for the current urban erosion and decay.

Conclusion:

These symptoms of urban erosion and decay have been caused by and accompanied with,
rising inflation, relaxation of rules and standards, lack of controls and absence of a sane,
objective and efficient wban management. This has been coupled with local government
corruption, disorder, disloyalty, lack of attachment, lack of belonging, lack of identity and,
finally, the lack of commitment, not only to urbanity and civility, but also, most alarmingly, the
persistent neglect of local and national values, goals, and objectives. The problem is not the
enactment of urban regulations, standards or urban laws, which are abundant and well known,
but rather lies primarily in their denial and negligence by the formal and informal sectors, as well
as the various groups and individuals. Education, the national media and information networks
have certainly failed to instill urban values and underline the dangers of their violation. The
problem lies as well in the lack of enforcement and reluctance to implement the objectives and
directives of urban order. The guardians of public trust and patekeepers of public domains are
dangerously threatened, and slowly disappearing!

Obviously, the current policy and practice of building new towns around the capital and
nearby existing cities is certainly short sighted and self-destructive, especially in causing
exasperating and alarming urban deterioration crises. It is high time to adopt a  strategic,
forward looking and ambitious, national urban development plan with major urban nuclei,
corridors and conglomerations, away from traditional cities and urban arteries aiming at an
integrated and comprehensive balanced population distribution of almeost 100 million citizens by
the year 2020, The strategic plans must be a daring, unorthodox and unpretentious with sound
environmental sustainability.

The will to change and institute the respect of, and adherence to, public law and order must
be reinforced with firm resolve, for the time is running out, and the urban apocalypse is looming -
at the horizon. It is threatening the very existence of our cherished urban centers, the seats of our
civilization. There is no alternative to acting now and here, with full commitment and
determination, and without any hesitation.

April 15, 2009
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3.5 Tragedies Revisited

Nearly one yvear has passed since [ wrote in the "Weekly" a brief article entitled, "Tragedy in
Minneapolis," following the catastrophic collapse of the Minneapolis Bridge. I reflected on the
situation and conditions in Egypt of bridges, public buildings, utilities, roads, etc., especially
after the sinking in the Red Sea of the ferry boat with the loss of 1300 people, the train accident
in Kalyoub, the collapse of the Lauran building in Alexandna and the sinking of various Nile
ferry boats in Upper Egypt, and other fatal accidents with scores dead. 1 reminded myself that the
earthquake of 16/10/1992 was a jolting waming for us all that Egypt lies in the 3™ zone of
earthquakes, and that we are surrounded by earthquake belts in Asia, southern Europe and north
Africa. Consequently, should be thoroughly prepared at all times to face emergencies and the
shocking calamities of nature.

The Shura (Senate) Council fire that broke out on 19/08/2008 and destroyed one of the key
historical momuments of Modern Egypt since its inauguration in 1866, shocked everyone again,
as if no lesson was learned from past mistakes, short-comings, neglect and tragedies, like the
burning of the historic Cairo Opera House. Officials were guick to blame the fire causes—and
not themselves of course— on electric sparks, strong winds (in mid August! 7), and on the
wooden roof. Most palaces and monuments in Egypt, and abroad, were built, of course, hundreds
of years ago, and have wooden roofs and floors but now are fited with proper firefighting,
systems, equipment, procedures and expertise to ensure their proper protection and preservation.
We must remind oursclves that fire-fighting starts before fires begin! Established rules,
regulations, procedures, systems, maintenance operations, equipment and trained personnel, fire
drills, fire hydrants, must be implemented. This will ensure full preparedness to face emergency
situations at all locations, including fire hydrants, fire alarm systems, fire detectors, fire retardant
materials, automatically operational fire sprinklers networks, well equipped fire trucks, rescue
matiresses, fire escapes, efc., not to mention, recruitment of well trained civil defense and fire
fighters and the appropriations of the necessary material, human and financial resources.

Omne is alarmed and troubled to report that most apartment buildings in Cairo, Alexandria and
other cities are fire hazards for they lack proper stairways and fire escapes to be used during
emergencies. Most residents and occcupants, employees and users of public and private high-rise
buildings have no knowledge of fire escapes or trained how to use fire extinguishers at the
breakout of fires! We should learn from airlines that crews must instruct passengers on
emergency procedures before take-off on every flight. All Public and private buildings should be
dealt with similarly. Governorates, organizations, institutions, and other establishments, public or
private, should value human life, human safety, and environmental security. They must mobilize
resources and capabilitics and begin immediately by adopting all plans, programs, policies,
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operations and maintenance, emergency and fire fighting procedurgs with sustained, pﬂ'il:;djl: fire
drills, fire inspection, follow-up, quality control and quality assurance in complementarity with
governmental and public plans for action at all times and at all locations.

It is too tragic and costly, both tangibly and intangibly, that we have not learned from our
past tragedies, mistakes, negligence and apathy in order to avoid the loss of human beings, our
valuable heritage, and material resources. However, it is never too late, to start at ounce a
national drve and commitment to ecradicate our ill-preparedness and launch a national
renaissance to wake up, shape up and rise up to face the awesome challenges ahead , and focus
on necded change and urgent reform to insure a better, safer and secure future for Egypt.

August 22, 2008
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3.6 Urban Chaos and Citizen Arrest

It has been long established that urbanity and civility are synonymous with order,
commitment, loyalty, and responsible behavior toward, people, urban organization, operations,
performance, and the livelihood of both the individual and society.

One is bewildered and shocked at the continuing erosion and decline of these vital
relationships. This has resulted in the current deterioration and ‘wrbanitis' plaguing the urban
scene, both tangibly and intangibly. The tangible aspecis are seen in the chaotic building
activities, squatter settlements (30% of Cairo), shantytowns, kaleidoscopic character, flagrant
conflicts, andacious violations, covered with a grey blanket of dust and smoke, and impregnated
with insulting symptoms of disorder and disregard for law and order. Meanwhile, intangible
symptoms are recognized daily in the total apathy, disloyalty, detachment, usuwrpation of
individual and public rights, fallacies, fabrications, commuption, and unruly conduct, as well as
environmental, visual cultural and ethical pollution. Equally alarming are the disheartening lack
of respect of others, especially women and the elderdy, disregard of human rights, foul language
coupled with offensive, immoral and unethical conduct. This "black plague” has infested the
urban fabric, patterns, forms, spaces, heights, styles, color, activities, physical and psychological
relationships and civic character, thus shaking, hacking, and insulting the unigue wvaluable
heritage of the succeeding eivilizations of Egypt. Furthermore, the spreading epidemic of chaos,
violations and conflicts of movement on public streets have endanpered tragically the lives of
pedestrians and motorists alike, resulting in nearly 100,000 casualties annually, The hemorrhage
is steadily rising! Citizens have become so callous about the law that they pride themselves in
glaringly violating it, regardless of the penalties or fines, as has been witnessed recently! The
"law abiding urban citizen" is past history, as evidenced in the massive daily traffic mess, and
building violations in every street and district. Plainly, everyone is doing (or saying) his or her
own thing, no matter what or who, =0 long az he, or she, gets away with it?! This clearly
undermines, perhaps destroys, the very basic foundations of urbanity, civility, and social order,
and threatens all reform efforts!

The age-old infantry tactic tells us that a roadblock is worthless unless defended; any pate is
useless without being faithfully guarded! There is no use enacting new laws, maximizing
penalties or adopting tougher measures, as in the new traffic law, so long as it is not strictly
safeguarded and faithfully de facfe enforced, for there are always ways and means to get around
it, owing to corruption, nepotism, dishonesty, collusion, favoritism, poverty, and exceptions for
certain institutions, groups or individuals. The gatekeepers are often the violators, collaborators,
or bribery seekers!| Meanwhile governance and governments cannot allow, or even afford, having
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secured or assured.

The solution is multifaceted and multilayered. Law enforcement officers in every ministry
and governorate must believe, trust, and uphold public laws and order. For application and
enforcement of the laws and regulations must be strict on all groups and individuals and arenas —
no matter who, what, or where. This requires public information drives and media campaigns
everywhere, as well as changes in curricula and programs, in both the formal and informal
education and information sectors. Governmental and public organizations should start
immediately a commilment to respect public laws and regulations by becoming models for other
to follow, with no exception and no exemption. On the other hand, it is worthwhile adopting the
North American law of "citizen arrest"” whereby a citizen may report traffic and building
violations, illegal conduct, or aggressive acts directly to authorities, with proper measures,
checks and guarantees. anw]ﬁle, plain-clothes law enforcement officers should be recruited
and densely dispersed to report violations and institute allegiance and respect to public law and
order. Speedy application of justice, and proper implementation of public order, at all levels,
sectors and locations, can ensure the deterrence of violators, equality, transparency, and
commitment to urban order, national values, and civility. These are prerequisites for building a
promising future for the aspiring multitudes of Egypt's 80 million people.

Publizshed as: Urban chaos, In: Al-Ahram Weekly 21 - 27 August 2008 [ssue No. 911
Crpinicn
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3.7 Tragedy in Minneapolis

Al-Ahram Weekly 6 - 12 September 2007 Issue No. 861-Opinion

The recent collapse of a bridge in Minneapolis was a tragedy by all accounts. Dozens died
when cars fell in the Mississippi River and were carried away by the current. This was the
second incident of this kind in a vear and may not be the last. The worst part i= that this disaster
could have been avoided, According to US federal agencies, up to 150,000 bridges, or 25 per
cent of the nation's total, are unsafe for passage. This is odd coming from & country with a
national income of $13 trillion, equaling the entire national income of all EU countries. It is odd
coming from a country that spends $12 billion 2 month on its war in Irag. But that's not our
problem. Ours is worse.

Many of our bridges are older than the one that collapsed in Minneapohs, Many are over a
century old, and you can say the same about our railroads, our ferries, etc. Decades have gone by
without serious maintenance and now many of our amenities are unsafe, Remember the train
accident in Qalyub a year ago? After the accident, officials admitted that the railway network
necded LE10 hilhon to be fixed. They could have been talking about our network of bridges.
They could have been talking about our public transport fleets. We should learn from the past.
And we should learn from Minneapolis. Right now we keep spending money on new bridges,
tunnels and roads for Greater Cairo. But is this what we should be doing? Wouldn't it be cheaper
and better to build a new capital from scratch? Let's consider our options. And let's try and do
something before things pet worse.
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3.8 Urban soul

Al-Ahram Weekly 15 - 21 March 2007- Issue No. 836- Opinion

The great Finnish architect Eliel Saarinen once said, "Show me your city, and I will tell vou
what the true cultural aims of its population are.” He could teach us a thing or two. A few
months ago Egypt's Higher Constitutional Court revoked & former decision that banned the
domolition of historic buildings. As a result, owners began knocking down old buildings so as to
scl] the empty plots to the highest bidder. Suddenly alerted to the consequences, the government
attempted to call a halt to the destruction by hastily inserting preservation clauses into the
unified building law, The Cairo govemnor also sel up commitiees to list buildings of coltural and
artistic value. Perhaps other governors can do the same before it is too late.

Alexandria has already lost dozens of its historic buildings. How sad this is, for this is a city that
deserves to be an open musecum in itself, a city recognised for its past role as a beacon of
civilisation. A few years ago, Alexandra recreated the legendary Bibliotheca Alexandrina in an
attempt to reclaim its past. It did so with the help of fends and nations around the world who
wanted to help rebuild its extraordinary heritage. Yet while we build with one hand, we
demolizsh with the other, Can't we do something about the buildings that speak not only for our
history, but for the history of the entire region? We should protect our historic heritage, and we
should do so even at the expense of material gains for the owners. If need be, let us compensate
them. We have the money to do so. We could earmark part of the oil or Suez Canal revenues
and use them to buy or rent historic buildings. We must not let our history tum to rubble in fromt
of our eves,
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3.9 Give us a new capital!

Al-ahram Weekly 23 - 20 November 2006- Issue No. 821-Opinion

Egypt's population needs to move away from its conventional concentration areas around the
Nile Valley, About 95 per cent of Egyptians live on merely five per cent of the country's area.
Take for example Greater Cairo, a city that remains a thorn in the side of planners. None of
Cairo's urban planning schemes has been appropriately implemented. All we did was link the
capital with several satellite cities that still depend on the centre for survival. Now [ hear people
suggesting palliative measures, such as linking the new cities to central Cairo with metro lines
and other forms of public transportation. Frankly, this is not the solution.

We're already spending millions on flyovers and tunnels. And vet our traffic is still as
congested as ever and pollution is killing us. Why we haven't built a green belt around the city,
instead of letting the outskirts turn into a jungle of cement, 15 beyond me. Satellite cities are not
the solution. Even though many of them have factories and job opportunities, they remain
dormitories, places from which people commute to the centre everyday.

The only solution is for a new capital to be created. We need to put an end to the cancerous
growth of Cairo, a mega-city in which 20 per cent of the nation live. Let's make a new capital,
complete with science and business parks, rich in entertainment and culture and strong in its
appeal and economy. Let's have a new capital with sophisticated communication, proper
transportation systems, and reliable amenities, Leave Cairo alone and it will become a better
place. Cairo's only hope is to be replaced as the nation's capital.
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ALINMARY

!In this paper atbantim iv focused on 10 the muolifsodied pobiems of Arals wrhan environment., bghbghting the

which fute i fture developmant, The health. heauty mil idantity of &rah citics are Smeatly dependem
wrmin Uhe uplifting, of the human eundicion, s well a5 oot e devekmpment of Wi 2 anil pEgsical pesuros,
promshilicss and potesdiab. Vasioo ways sed means for anpeesleg the saumion in Arab ciies are presented. and
comprehengive mgisuiet and programmes oulBned fo elform and eperde the gailisy, soosani sl frnmewack ol
thi dafal urban phiseal eedonmen. Al effoes e ww il Ervasinic EAVIFORMIETL beoose
impoteni and yantisl il no cgeal and pavallel dese efivris art deveted 10 sndal. cabural and
human comideralioms. mvasdigsting the pymplomm snd suals of the peowod csaypersling cimilitions @ b Aol
wilish and h;.'pa.mu.-; nm pw.'nhi-r: pprodiches 1o o coinprchensbve wilution of the ool arbun situsion, raher thas
the oudmant shiwi-term rempdics. # = boeed fhai & meaninghul tmprovessesd of human sefile menis
furban, Tursl of anqﬁ:mmlj may bhen pitkecd o 4 wand Fopting. In cvaleabag the fulee prospecsd of Anb
i, i 1 mabnksined (et sban developmen frmi ssehtiafy pei s Tron il pemmnent vahises wd heritage
i Aumb callume, Bad 1het comg n"h:rnnt quncmﬂmnmn plans s w1 levels of epddromnemal planning are
the basic soammrikines fl-l' 1he promisog fulare ul Arabh cibis,

L ANTRODUCTION

Simee the Doicher War (1973} the Arab Warld has bad more straiegic potendial. and has been more tha
cenere of warld adterdion tham ot any othee time. Cheemnight. Arab councries suddenly realied that they
coilif comod thelr destiny. und by thefr own cholce dhape their futune development. This seriking
Emprpenee of Aruly resalssanee and dererminntion s abmwes angirecedented end it masl he ven every
chanoe of fulfinsend. The Boriaies of fsldre Arab wenltk and pakentiad hoe fnally onfalded, the anly
lmmimtions being localized relwétnnce. bonipn neglect. indscision and lack ol deteemination by initiate A
valil order of priorities.

Arab clries, the resereoir of Arab tulents. the sear of Arub decision-making syslems. and the primmry
tramtiers of developmeny amd groweh, mst o face the chullenges and coplcalize apon the oaparallcl-
v posibilitics irfiggered by The recent evenie, They should wnhesitpingly muster their Tuman gl
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maberidl resources 10 embark ipon smbitieut ethan enviroomenial plans which conespond o their
bessal Hleq: and potential. and reflect ihe various noturel, mmerksl sod human infueoces of this
The present urban condilion in most Arab cities 5 unealisfaciony to sy the least, and despite the o
wzalth il i3 beeoming even more so. The reseons for (s are various, ncluding neglect ot Both nationasl
and jocal levels, misguided priorities, 2nd o somewhal schizophrenic view of the future juseaposed
beraeen Iraditional and impared [Wesietn) valoes and moades, The purpose of this paper B to focos
miemion on 10 the eurrent wrboae Gtoation o the Arab ciies, their roo casses, and ways in wihich
decline and deteriocation cun be srrcsted. A comprehensive se1 of recommendalions is niso made to this
=V

2. THE PRESENT COMNDITION OF ARAR CITIES

Studics of the Middle Eagl reveal thet populition there i either coneeniraled n the major diies, or
seattgred in mn overwhelming pumber of very small settlements, with a surpeising senrelty of medizm-
sized seltlensonts.” The current level of urbnnization, which normally damides an miermediate stege of
development, dots pot reflect the actusl state of affairs” Ir ds actoully the resal of special Moo
ennditlons and does ot represent real development, due to one or more of the I..,ﬂlpwin‘ Tnoins: &
small popuolation base, domisunes of agricoliural land, prominence of orban centres as Emportant
magnels ailraeting indusry and cenirsl prvermments, and the copcentrmicn of cil-relaed activitics.

A careful study of the Armb world's geogruphical patiern shows a great comesmratmen of populathon ln
the towns and citics along four distmet and rapidly urhonising cormidors.? The frst comridar & in
nombers Afrien, paraliel 4o ihe Mediterranean eoast: (e seeond B trssting along (e Nile [ront (he
sxuth to the porth; the third fo the porth-west pamllels of the Mediterransan seashores, and the founh
1o the nosth-east aleng the valley af the Tigris amd the Euplreates rivers. including the oil-producing
coeridor. An emerging nodal urbasimiion cluser B abo recopnized at e south-westerm tip of the
Arabian peainsa. Although thess commidors comprise (he bulk of Arah cities, with s p{rpul.ﬂlun of awer
fifiy milliva mhialitants, they dre neither inter-retated nor well co-ondinated socially, sconomically,
culturibly or physically. In ferms of geography and population distribation the Arab countries, with 150
miillicn people :pl'e:d. over 12 milion km®, claim the low popalation densicy of only pes|ve PEFSONE P
squanc kikometre, desplie an average annual popubation growih of 2-8 percent which & high compared
with the world average of 17 percent. The region’s popalstion distribation is o very wacven: the
popalation density in Egypl is 45 pl:n-mn"km:. 257 In the Lebamon. 2-5 in Sewdi Arabia and only 1-2 in
Libya. Dus W the promineml role of cearrsl governmens, capital cities vivally attmel the greatest
prpalackon cancentration compared with the orher claes. Baghdad, for isstunce, has B percent of Lag's
populntion, Riyadh 10 percent of Saadi Arabia's, Khortoum 11 percent of the Sodan, st so0 on®
Furthermors., il &5 expested thut the presend Arab whon population of 44 percent (Fapas 65 percent,
L1.5.A. T pescent, Sweden 73 pereent, England KO percent} will raphdly increose jo 80-70 peorcent by
1950, With this projecios and eonsadering the high hirth-cale in the Arab conntries, it i likely that the
popelation of the Amb cities i 1950 will be equal o the notal population of the Amb countries in 19700 if
this trend continues then it s expected Hmi by the year 2000 the popwlation in the Amb wibon cenres
willl have increased by 300 percean, compared with 56 percent n the industrialized countiies, OF course,
this rapid surge of arbanization is pot due w socio-eeonomic or culivral development: Insigad it is
atiribuizbde to the special local conditiens. of the region’s migratinnal patterns.

Inuernebonal urhanizaron studies reveal o clear relationship hebwsen ceonomic and wcial develop-
ment on oee hamd, and the level of orbanization on the other regandless of the lack of uniformity in the
pace of change of these compongats. 1 B ainnming o oote, bowever, that in Amb coumtries, as in
gimiltar developing areas, urbanization & proceeding absost without contred, n fecy more rapldly thae
the comesponding improvements in social and soonomic conditions. Mearwhile, it is obhserved thar the
coonomic growill raie of & osaniny, particulkarly tose in the mdustaalived sorld. shavws 3 high degres of
corpelation with the level of orbanfeation of that couniry. In sddition, healh ond educationsl
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mmies. b these coumtries have uniformiy Kept pace wilh, or wperseded ndusiriubization a5 a
f massive imvestment. progress and o comprehensive planning approach 1o thess secors.
priviil planmisg is al 2 very sarly slage in the Arab coundries. ond is primarily corcerned with
46 i specific seciors miber thon with e ploneieg of the tenl physical environmest.” 1o many
touidres undue emphasis bas been given to mdusirialization mi the expepse of the development of
pets, (s dn meny Insanees mispubdiog (ke overall diredtion of development in the comdext of
ditions and possihdlivies. This i partly due o the inadequate undesscanding of recognition ol
that, valid development rogquires the erhancement of materal pogentils, as well as the
tion of the needs and aspiratons of the pogularion
:FI'I:IF]E and place; both mon and Lind. are the ingredizots snd the |||rmg|hlr gensrotors of
pervival Bl stesdy prowih. Uslorumately, develognent plans of most Arab cifies have nol
fully inte consideration the nature and magninede of the population explosion dae 10 various
munn.lmlum #od EOOMOIMIE FCRSONS, Or owing o the luck of eapertise = adegoaie
J Womsdic people, for dmstonce, who mmke op a considersbie propostion ol the Arab
i, are gencrally not sccounted for in social and economic soadsics, which are, by anad I:l.rp:
e and unrelialle mimrway. In sidition, the age-structire of the wrbap populdion in Arab ciies
s that children constitute 47 pervent of the popubstion, which s high compared with 28 pofeem in
'lel.lu.lup:d cotmiries. Clearly. this must be considered in fidure devebopmend plans in view of the
i a1 present labour fosee in the Arab coustries i, onaverigge. 25 peroent of the popalstior—ome
i lowest im the workd (s.g.. Germany's lubour furce is +f percenn ol Ha popualigen), The eclatively
dbaur fores implics a correspandingly higher aumber of dependents per worker. and reflects also
deep influsnce of traditional and saocial Mo in the M;Lm. the lames ks an the dscline. however, as
nlﬂ Ed.l.ir.l.lm progrress umld :Dl:lu-ﬂ:nui.n'm: tha&n,g,ﬂ In any cuse, tFEnrh.tn relatle popalation

Y. p:nhau.r: nnd uocarrmnty, which this region amd s dties have experizoced durieg the last thres
i, Tave nlsp evarrbated 1o the detedartion and imbalance in the urban compunities—niol Lo
n peversals, disocbentution and confusion with the order of peioeitles,
nal migration has been a major source of sprawl, cenflicd, ower-crowding and sagnation in the
eavircnment. The “pull” faciors of wrbon file sweh as ipdosirisliadtion, emplomen, beter Bvieg
h:m:., socinl stwims, and medical. edocutionn] snel social fociiices, w:lhﬂ with he |'||.|:h Tacinns
'I.|I'E such as Esck of opporumity, crowded setlements, nefficiency, low productivity, lowe-
, dreariness, Inck of shollenge, inferine living conditions ana fucilites, seareity of areble Land and
£ h:rpvemrwr[ hiove jointy led o successive wives of internsl rorel-urbun migration mostly 10
czpital and the metropalitan arsus. and alés from town o cily. Burslaorban migration has setiousy
d wdversely aftected the chies, For exnmgde. in-migration seesaints fof 20 pereenn of the wrbun grosth
"Damascier and Alleppo, and this compures with 33 percent for Chire wnd 50 percent for Jardsn's
hum afeas, Fartharmore, melopslization aed the dombnwncs of hirge vrbin cemres drain material
h.un'[l resources from sthe network of orhiing seltbements and dilages? Tt s worth aoting in this
al I5 perceinl of Irng's pupalation live i Bapfufed, 40 percent of Lebanon's in Beiri, 18
of Egypi’s in Caire, 16 pereent of Tundsins 40 Fundy and 16 percent of Jordan's i A mipran,
is, &guin, towrifies to the grealer problem of wneven popalaion distribution and the imbalance in
o Rl which anc primanly forused spon the improvemeanl of the major orban centres, thas
ecling smalisive and imermedioe owns, Consequently, the climent sniation is cenrscerized by
er m-rnr!.niiu.'m. pressurcs on capilal cities, and by grester deterioration and devitalizarion of senall
& and villapes which make up the bulk of s Arsh seitlemenis,
'i,‘,huﬂmum.g migration has prven rise. of course, to-shunty towns, seafe and squetier sectlemens,
in o7 0@ Lhe periphery of the citdes. From Lhe socitlogival point of view, Arab cifies attract vong
gnnls migrants who ore beiter educaled, abie ond ucitive economesaliv; they leave behingd their villages
1 are imferor, devitalized and stzgnant. and become even more =o winh increasing migration. The
migrants kend w0 gravitels owands sxsimg groups with whom they can idemaly in lwrms of otigin.
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fnevmme and inclinaton. wmii they settle pormanently and are eveoteally engulfed by the amonymity of
urham Bife. They wsualty share lacibitiees aml |hi'|l'-ll:||E' with relsives amd [riends. thre cunsing pupad
deteriserntion smd debipisbiion of 1helr sosboonment,” Conscgeenl oongestion, isanilary housing sod
il of webai mdaptution theo coansign migrant aenaniges generodly o share the aemmpn indignities
af negleor. destiiutson. mslmerAion,. peor ealthe discrimimarioe ol explngmien ke others who come
Boedore isear. Yol despite mereosing lepal niensvees. social secarly and selfone progromsmes designed
wodemeidy sach nacleguocies. migronis sl wad e lye I dighly bebee comdbitmas than vy
slism=dwellers who ure u'-T.\.Ti:rJi} deprived of vhean air, oper spacs and cemmanal fucilines, Such shums
ciiet Jurgely o the conire of abl, sser-cowiled and unhealthy urien contres, uwamlly suiffoceed by
srafibe anat doprached by delupidution and negled, Tisoe slums shis generniz ozl chavs, disorder
wnd immaralbity. Inoretmspect, althowgh odgane: ey been blamed lor social moladse, 0 as boep
neaved recontly thal they do st an Bt caese arban crimanaliy. bt Sowsld comirfbade o increimsed
bitth-rte sl b the rise of Javesik Uelinguency.” Thin i dee 1o the Eact thet nosbdhe (iras)
populuions display preser purpeseiubees:, resgpomibiliog amil capavite for slbving teelr probdene thiun
dor thamse from dhe siunis,

4. FHYSICAL ARD VISEAL VALLES OF ARKAR CITTIES

Aruh erties e mich in thehi calmi. religious imd naginuimve architleciursl berisnge, refleated (o e
urigue physical phtters ined vl cliarsaeriviie. ™ The phiscal und spatiod featdnes of the Arab ciy
sre the s of the continual meaction of alimntle, socinl, caboesl end unan valees, ronslatod i
wrehirectural frms wafng hocnl mmiteriak, clidwarate skills and confiorming o local serieics {‘l-'u_uw 1.
These Farms dne noiddly lenfivad b e old stoooks, markel places, squures, mosgints sl Secial
bl et Dy wre depicted i compget Jabrle und Boe gndn (Fire 20 and are recogiieed by tbe
psennging qualzties of Arob acchitecturl viwsbaolary and eq‘uﬂq.‘inu_“

Mduisa of the guarters which comlain this vidlueble heritage. virving & i does from ose cin to snother
waly in witvironmestil and yemssibic dednetnam, are o duisiogsting and sullcring Irom congestion.
cuillict and peglect. They canned secpmimdaie the presares of the Techmsloglcal Age. sonring trafie
vidismes amd the incrensinmg complexities of commienal nesds. Thelr forma s simply Iscupabsle of
mizeting Lhe contradedory Semarsis of foday’s wrban movesseni smd fonction [(Figare 330 I s, indeed,
unfurlusate Wil szh feservies of Arab cuilre ad hediage soe el w o Gecoy while, i the rosh Toe
wstbernization. Arab cites have adiopeed Impssried Clichds. farsign meshods and Freesponsable bibdng
vodes ¥ Thee hlind Lros it forcign ksl s consabizams s corrapled bosal vilues and replinced
thein with symbwlic expeesways, shvsorapers and Rubeideséopic patstanos of conflicking mages.
vodoiars, sl pankerns ol Billiatous Eorrs vhan are divareed Thom the dnvicemental dictaies. The pow
fomparedd) swhitecoaral fomas (Plae |3 back o cense 0f relonging umd ddeabiticndon: they vemd
superséde and oifend, father than o complement and hannosiee the essential dhanteristics of the
Arab urbii exivinasiment

T “ynedern’ main fir patioss pnl exlibitioms dewdopmens | Blaee L ponraying maeeil sealth
amlair power amd Gckine in refined culosld foste, vidues and herigage, ity may lipsservice o Arah
urban developments imbeed, they roly Arale cithes of Thelr special ety smb their wnigoe dineeien of
History, "™ ‘Thais s 1o i romandie plea for the presetsaisen of consls phaskal deribls o the recaciibs of
historscal eliches: @ in Bt a demoiet fue ithe conservatinn and. pesitelimion of Arals cliics’ Bving
heritage and the embwadimiend of Tkt pormaent values in Tor. pitern and espression shich miicmes
wilh salility ahe comemporiry resonrees ol pitential, Lewds Membond s declaration' s onky fon
Felavusm i ibis comdesd: “The timol tese ol an ecomomic sysgem B nop e tons Oof iroe, the ks of el o
the mifles of teatibes i prisboces: il Gl Test les in it ulnaote prsdusry Ehe sor o men and women i
auriaee and the order. hemiey wnsh sty of e eosmananities ™

4 PROSPECTS FOH URBAN DEVELDPMERN]

While mant Arab coumiries live widopiel o ccitralized planning spprodeh by their physicnl. social and
cvomEmie ookl i prsaice, i eonin princigde e v o copiemens this sl a prieEel cenpdiisis
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ar eajor hidural fewuirees
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Hugional plinniz, s distine from the plannsng ol reghons o mamiaives of the notdenal plan for @
spccific anco fir the goegtiphic distiibaiien of sossomic and bumon cesources. 15 indspensibie. ffor n
sytwchinniseds and capitnbizes e e gedgraphic. coonomie wnd - sasal Fces ol cach region indepen-
ahemly, within the dickpies of the ssvermll national mrgels. Belying on o cyvchical Enpatcasput informidtion
flerw .t hiberarchical devels ol planfimg e entresied. wish (har ressurces. ditdes ol respeensbifities
whinhy nre owpiasally jnler-welafed and domspdememogg T A has Dyen ey retlizeal In majar A
wities, e arhan sitanibn can be dealt with more effcctrvety amil efficienaty ot tho loend sickher rham ar ihe
naivimid level. The onder ol preerines afd phoses of develspment should therelisre e establizhesl
necarding ey ivadlafEbe mptediad and Buman resoerees. parsilnbies wmd podentib, oaximmm el e
T T prEpl G rEneatiian, .-.'.l.al._p-l-;-h..-ul:_.u'\.::m“ ¥ AT and u.lulpl’..ﬂlnuln.nrlly.- ani -||!I|||'c:~. saal Hagls
I'hez gepiomal corcepl in the eonkest ol ahe Arab world implics o coordimaced  syszens of human
setilements. fromt The cmanlies vAkipe @ @ i al prisduction te the mtermedizie oommunifies ol
repiinal comires e nite of servbee and disiribatlon of goods; and b0 the large city s The hulbs of e
miieal evomopy mml the Jeckion-making system.”

It b bt bonitg (0 fode Lhal seveiud antional goventmons Bise accepied with resohe 1o wmdertake
Wil respesnsdbility. for promoling  secioeconnmmc and | phesion] desvehspase s, alihoagh witham
uppropriate and sufiicient niention o homon comicderations. The majority of Arab povemmenis ey
mEned cenltsl Eessing machinery o aosdpreluasase envisnsnmenlsl planning ot the metropaoliom and
pepmpial lpvel osoon fnregrnd pary ol el paciaol plan. amd b e abusn it amd
hsmgetorm doselopiseni plums reloted o geopraphical developnent progecis in srese of concem T his bis
neeessitaled the estiblinhment of bierarchical plamtine bodies ab the local. sty amd seropolitan levels
weth <ilficsent lepsl mvaers aml teckoiool facilishes e 0] achdewe o beefier unddéstundimg ol the
wpizutines of dhe popolution omd sy colturel and socild chirecieristics, emad 0] widenake offective
sbapiaieae ol high-levdl plunsing obgectives i osber o meer oeal demands, ool aensBbos

The emphusk om g regional appeoach shiwld male o pessible o iserconnes sl coorlinsg
tevedopmen: plany omd eclivitees an the: foor grbn eomidors [Seciun 1) of Arsb cities. A sesmprehen
stve pebanicati (kamework. Bobsieeed By o vishle commumication mehsotk linking hese corridors. oo
Sl FAlS gl wabilica! cord wheeh will lesd o o commseen Arah deasting el cnlionee sewn-eeanodide whid
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cufiural tnlegrative. The klea. the resoorees and the moans fof thes aie avinlabie: ol ihai s royunee
mrw i concenied oforl. fopetber willh commitiment o the lca.

I wigw of 1he |:|.1r'||T|.h'r|1|.5'nDtt'|'r'||.'~|.I dvfindion ol orianizatien s the prices wlwrebs people cone 1o
Tive i wrhnn areds, o cheor that the devebypment plans tor the ever=crosslod meinspolilan ancies and
civies mast cludy  thiir 'mrrl.n.lrul.llng micas adaerl hicawse. il s throwsgh the devcbopmen of She
surrounding areas that sprowl cun be wrrested. maralurhon mugaaiion redeccdd . growtls of  sfams
comtrslied, and smerlforencas By condbiciing wurs curked

Adihsugh pheritbed plansang propeeals sosd imaster plins for nans Adab cities hose been Tomlinal,
nwirdd munmicatcs ok necessary tweehnical amd fastagesial skills and suller D inadoguane alia-
structurd. pawer Hiapeml femodrees, shofepge of wpdoled  saps. absence ol felsible surecgs asd
dependalile statistios, and ek of credible [eedisack amd follow-ap hj’!ﬂ.l!l'll:l.l The Gk ool palcrioats aml
fechaical fosowices tembors some prapdsals ollerly far-fewhod wil incosseguential, Progicss bk,
nevertheless, heen made W extend primary cducation and social il heslth core centpes 1 o
dustrices it o Bierardhicnl frirmewaork, as om sxplicit obiective of comenunby devehigmient MOgniimms
There k. oon the other hwidl, 3 peisisent oeed 1o ditedl develiaes  progsnmnes amands thae
cliapibresie (on sdlp stabiline s aned nacal necss collueally, sodally sl comsomically in iader 1o
vl the Ll ol ruesbarbun mdgiation. Beeitabizaion of futal eosglomeratime, whih comsdiiule the
s oedty of smnall sefilemenis. i dependent on the aabiliztmen) of @ vighle soonomde Pase. e buildamg
af o comprehenalve Irnmapariitiog  mevaok Tmkig prosdncial aml Recal centres” o well g5 tha
eulafilmdimea ol workets, developmaent ol skills, Kiow-bow and s onsvabes, Plaume ¢l e anes
he divevied o argaondee. halster, conrol and enbisece the adtivities aimd the phyosal Tramevaork of
villapes, simall paenn ind imcrmediste ity ta create vitious degrees ol pall’, encd s $eing about an
aliwaime hlerarchicnl clam of developanenn ®

Lamaristm of neluistry sl cnhes mups muigners of ceomamie deveiapmemt Cpull’ Samarsg i the neost
wnpsertient pliansing insirdmenn avarlibde o nathanal goveramsmes, Lol inow, hesmaver, 5 has Been wsed
meflzitively bn Arnb urbun planning, sometings with gooss peglipenee, fior scisors other thun vidisl
planikimz: teis el B o geciiey conteestion. cenmallsation, fmbalince 8 popalaiion disieiburion pod
alive s devielogimea,

Deevelogmaenl pragrammes shoall be directsd pwanls decentnllsngbon amd e semeoement ol o
s cvan proprlatinn shsiriadon, Iy wiReing the Ses Gwaod ol bislisirkal Bssathom, 7 s sesifd shiminish
e pall” Factons o uilsim comires, wechy activieing mew pesdes ol siable eoonuomer hases o ibe
suironiiadivgg rucil arcas, nnd o e forgenen soaes of autional caneein

Evdluathon of 1 inapass ol sowhl, eeommnk dmd culg il tesesbormgdsm inciisding tie swstea al
goneramen1) v popeabatken Behlindonr and asinedes §s vial e desdopmein programos, and e The
falfilsectt ool comprchensive phsical planaing objedives. e soeind aand payebmlogleal ceoum erinted
by migratioen . disfocutinn. techmlogical progeess, salne seabos. bk of culturml deselopaseni, Slhnenicy
andd Brip [nflneisees 1eapine soiious assessaient and aeemtlon. ' 7 e physleal sopuciure ol Arab erties
s ikl tcowpsrie Arah ssos! comem and cabural charsctenisties, tlien it b osnd do dsoricni amd
megaice e danl popose of urbsan aed noiosad developaent. A evaclal ehailempe 160 plenning Arah
clign Wen in the embesliment of thedr siromg orasbissomil vaboes, well-knir sowial cohzseen aul
desply-ranted  spivial hemiage: these charigtemstios, wideh dimminate amd indeed pencirae the
everyday Bves of the Arah people, are pow being constoily shiken by e temgation ol technological
Cptnggesy, pnd b imported modes and valees

2O THE DHALIRENG SITLIATICNN

| I well ki vhun esosn Arab cites sufler fromy chegibe “wrinans’ The repsons felind thne arc
dieese overcowded dives, sprwsl. congestiva. deterioraton. ok ol apon spaers anel recreamionil
lastitien, serhonas Twslising shortoges, rent escalivion. neflcicnl transpaiiains. Jifonis brfRc conges
- spansitling Bimad pobecs. speculation. lmitikion of avabliile sian bl (o pubshs-omsed sones im
el ], bkgli cvmsiruction et bick ol fancial and credin tesoaioes, shoatige of bailding
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masiorials ool skilled labur. " Those re in Gt thie caswes ol the f.'l.mlirul.my deteroraiman of thee urban
cemliving, ihe womsening hoosing sifuainn atal. wdtinsascly . the imparrmem of cnviesnnaene| health, |n
wlzbition. wrhian hedsing prozremnses e el widls sdmimstrotive . Boancial, lechnicol. homnn nod
architeitural design probrilems: they e bargadly umimagamative and sietide “guarandioes” (or eomomicilly
umdapped” prasips thin wsnalls oaantorn lenesiig deeelopments into shrs soon wer oocapation
Miarwhiale, U rafe ol weba goosorh = o gl that povermmsins conmal cope with e serious lag in
mting lamesing poeds by e placmg il vedesclopang didapitated poncs, by remsieiling eudsting oo,

o by providisg new ameas 1 el increasang dymand.

Uihan howsdng poogriomnics ey been predominantty oroumsiavind and short-ferm: they  ave
lnckied cosmprochemsivieioss, pripose . aiml amsplementany Taclities, and lase thos Boeonme largely
inelfeciive. Mest municipudines fooehe SMiklle Fast v seareecly excceded the oonstroctiim ol two
daellsmg wides per owand ol population aneoulby . wheecas the preseim mie of wrban popakation
grovatit, Lot bt wdth cxbong shorsages, regeines she annend comstrecton of ten dwebimg unies for cvers
thwsamd, ™ Desplte ghe cnoaminy ol wrban hoesing ceguirenen, mivsl goseennsents of the region siill
spnnd vnlby 1-3 pencem ol i GRP oen esusingt, compared with 7 pereem spent in the develnped
CUURIEIEs, 'I_'hil: [rrten iy dangenes inactiom underines the gruvigy of the wrbin problem aod the
gavalpning erinis of the ousog sitmnon n the Arzh citkes.

Ihe binsing seotor ol Arah ciics can be jaken v =3 toue migor of the stste of their urban
developmeent, siwe buging mahkes upr the balk ol the arban {zbrc and contmips the very estenog af
orban fving, Uplomsinatel, this secbor, e seey searve of the kaleidoscopic and confictiing mamifessa-
bt mibepwrged By Regal i preodessdonal msboguasies. adcludie paesodse problents ond pises serious
chalbeapos. T iladitivn o Use sebl-bmown prodilenms of faance, rimgant inffitan, ek ol nsteriads aml
yewtwicu] cligribilities, poor saleve cheshnion aod accesabitine—ipeurs whicl contribete o the deepn-
g hoasiog evbsls. there s b the exipgerated emphisis of netionak plonaing gaidelines on productiog
puther than on plasedd development. There are, msscver. a few excepiivns: i bnug, Sor example, s
mativenal howsing sl comdmienity Tacilities programme wis adoptad sithin the franscanrs, of ritiosn]
develupiment. Abar, in verton citizs belplel mewsares bBove been wken, sech ws the endcomeny of
itevtive oning wnd biilding vws, e cstahlshment of haoang finance agencics, the allacatson of
subsadics and incomives for the basing soctor. ol ihe direvt congrooiion of hsasapoome hmeing
progeets: thew measures baye sigaifnantly cased the stteation, The theiving mile of the bousing industry
a6 it neree of ecomowiag aul:it‘l'l:u. il Lhe ||:‘|'r'41|11'.* seLLeir s involvinenl o Bumany comstouction, have ako
helped 1 eis The crish lemponanily, @il ough the oot larget sot by the Lindbed Nithons wit nod
oven Ml poroenl fullled By 1972 Monmehile . pubie housiog, which cswentioliy locks pocesinry
oomnmsal Taclitics sl amcidtbes, hes been upsgeommoditing. sterle ool hafly relsted 0. o
inmcpruted with other guorrs ol the wrbo sodel and phyeicad B, mobiliy and sctivites”

Crisclal mutsetes er Bususing selorms sl inchshe preferensial imerest niles on monpapes, wechnbeil
assdstaniie, awd iy pohuines oned incentives fo0 doveboper weenoourags thein paeviciganion in lox-foeome
howisiog veniures—jrerthape in paneecldp wih ahe pubdic seon Inoadbition, e legal fromsweirk
whininh] restricl 5-FI:I:‘|:\|||.l!i.~1|I wnsd pegulbabe prowth. defing p:q'.llli.ulinn. deritics ancd imes. encournge
grope rative hoaming movements okl Use deselogamei of local materials and technagues, omd provide
for ihwe H.l:||ﬂ|l.tllll.‘ prosbucieom ool profsbrication of vicewws binlding sopplees, These mensures waield absao
inurenst employment porenisl of the coistiection indusirs. which @ presend accounts Fr 3048 pereen
il aostal industrial emplos men

T pchieve this, Araly goaimimenis slisssihl D reguiised b pratel se 67 pescent of the GNT which
the developed eoaimiries mow ooy b their loseang, Fusthermone, they must i reghid aasang ason
mcie s balon of eooncmizal shaellieg onis Lor the s meome griope, bui retler as ihe Talftment of
ol resichential vl lisiig meeds of all citieees of all grogs, iegandbea ol monme, sex, ape, eoloay, ceed
ur i gin, Middic-meome basusing, oasing for tlee ageed sind the deprived. and haasing fer the sransient
perpalatban (stadents nvhekead) should be provided  seamnding se peed ond resources, amd musi e
integrated with osher urhin functisns and octivities, "

Comprehiensive honsimg procrammas, which masl inchide all comamupal fuctlinies, shoubd be cons:
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dered an the mapor determmant of the guality of orban life. A beallsy sumvival of Arab gines demands
andd mrgpuires feth g moldaatiensl and o regkonal reconsifection campaben o eradivate slom sreas, (o
wratmal vnplanned growth sl gses. wotretsplant dymomid companeats for irhan sevithlizatran. amd i
plae @ lealthy expunsiesn for urban aress e siabhbe el adepaable saironmental Tmmesork,

i A RUIMMARY OF THE CALTSES OF THE PROBLEM ANID PROPOSALS
FUREL 1T SOMLLITION

.l Cwirsey aof the prohieay

Iy is elear from vhe Revgoing that the current uthan ofiss eflecting maost Acaly cities is symplamatie
af their pross wrder-devebspment sl misdircobed prodriaies. Before sny pioposal @an bBe made 1o
penseddy the siumtion . B soakd obrdonels be aselul i smmmeriae (e ool chses witieh have hisaarizally
cimkribuabedd toothe criris, amd sl comginme B chiy s Tha meepet e st

tab The imiklite of the exintng adminizioeive amd conirol mechinery e oo with thie coiaphey s
vl wrbandzdizon—a Hel evilbenced by the presoml faelfcetve lepod Trimsework, polizies. arghnization,
priesgsen s et ool

{hj The Lack o experiznee amd exampdas o assist i deahing with locad arban prabkeims, s well o the
peneral absonog bl oEmmudanication ansong Arab cities i exllangiig informnm, shariog Kems-how,
pad N Somparing e iy

(a) The spercasing durslarhon oagrimion. probieration of sluns, the gearmons log in hoesing and
pabilfc seruces. pnd the shastmee ol emploayment sppssiendiies. These ae ol helped b inactien, lock
o commatmacit. badedgieste plansiing and Jdevebopmeent of resounces, or by the alsence ol @biso-
participatha,

fali The alamung celioral disocenintion. swshl sisorponizathn. claas comlBier. conup hirenuenaey
aml islivalual apatis, as sl s insstliziem s B implemennbpe hasic envinmmannd healih
measines. ani

fer e high eose of gk plasning whicl: camnat be nset by b imwlficient lnancial resosres ansl
capabiliches availablo o mast Aral Glics ol peesenl,

4,2 Promesed miedseirey jor dve soforss of e seleforedn

T remesky the swanon and w0 csabilish a connneing proces: for uthan retorm amd regemeninion,
illevimmon of the presem insdeiguaicies and shortuges is cssoninl: snclisding the dulapiiom of Uhe follmying
I HALLTES

(] Seciming of migravory thies and 1heir camtainmenl acoording io s comprehersive sochi econaomic
amud physiead plan. ranging from nationsl w kel kvl

(b Croativn of altermative gaswth poles, codpled with comprohdensive mtionn debadopmcin obpee-
titen. Thisn willl revpiire rescarch B deremmainge the Impact of dynemiv mldimships botween urhanizarlon
ane tmlusipial dovelopmenr  Indesd, ndusirialzzation mey ot e the oply sese o the fulane
developraenl of all Arab cines o nuations

i¢) Benlisiie and elfeouve . implementation of wicial. economic, physical amt cubivmd objeciives in
Enasting clises according o phased plams of acison.

{il) ABoeatisn of sbegoate Badnceal nesownroes ot uiban redsveliprmiend, & mbnimam pereentuge of
the nimmial monme (GNP shoubl be slggned b urhen sedesebopaent A lse, the csiablsimem of o
bank fow wrbain develapament g which gpovernmenis shoald comiribube o minmio perscniage of 1heir
natbomul incvmic Diom il revoitas: this wiould st moexteoding Tow-imtetest laans Tor Adaly arban
developmeai.

i) Eximblshment of an Lifhan Hescareh Centre o assis unel mbybse s the plarming of Arab cites.,
and i @er st o bdennavor-lunk  for oahg dusseminntion of keowledpe, exchange ol bdeos amd
gty and for the developmient of infro-slriciers



T + WY ORE S REE R

IF] Preservagsen of Jocul bertage., commul ddenany gned covironmenal volises, g owell sy
|I|:n,-|n|'|r||.|:n'r gif the Arak incdiideal ood Arab calvace, sl comrieie reappragsid of the exkring kegsl
Trmpework. poning nnd building lavws: those ore now inndequate and rarcly refect Aormb environmenisl
comnclstioms, 11w srose that in Avrals cilies open spaves. moks, sentilateon, bghd, amemndly, socul contact.
Tl mestheetivs ndd the indechdual's privacy o mow Beig satrifced becabe of Bmpprogeiale Doilding
cuhen whisch. in wiry eitae, womirndeet the bk necds aiml shafdasds, of epvinsinmwntal Realili

A Recadrpnrargdubicony fev o cossrardrns e eanremimsekn el el GeEn

There s na shoudd it the compreberine developmend of Acab cloes & dependem upen the
gliminanion of their doterpmation, adviuacies and shodagos and clearly, sach duwhqmlun:h witilal
auteminiically impsive ervironmental bealth stasdards. The following speclhe muasares ate recone
ntetded far doeproving e ioamentud beadtls

iai) Cvmprebensive planmiog of urbin complemesmery consitoem Givioes. Wit -tails graali
fmclbinies 4 eonegnnciion with o knosdedge of loculised Bumin resowroes and matesicls,

(L] Ilmﬂupml:nr ol necessary sovial, colioral, recremisnel. cdweational, hewdil, oeligboos amd
conmereinl focilifies (hat ane dibegral with the varous classes apd calegonics of urhan resideiol
coimpanents, The psvchobsgical and emptiopn! accommadation of imdividunl nevid wre compementiny
tor the upgreding of envipimsentsl healih.

P Corsarnmetion of eicicm and safe means 1o sorvios arhan arcas with sl igildics. including witer,
sewrrage dnd [mibscekld wimer preaiment planes, pelise collecinon aml ireatment, doughiter bosis,
prubdic lnghs amd resi oo, sandtory marked plaies, @ ame ey funetiems of mumoecipalities these niust
e npelully implemenred For maimi@inmg public eabihe The folimsding recimmendations shoul:) alsdi e
wshaeved when applicable:

1) ke located awiry (i river P slesudd lae prevvichisl winh altammative samves Of waler, Inam
wnbergromnad o fron desslniaten plants,

1} Cities loaled o osers o srashores e take steps o ensure the adegeate aeatment of their
sewenpe el indhiisteind vty by order o presven) pessinie water pallistiva amd contambnation of heaches,
nml

ikl when public water supply and sewersge wre mi availabde, 10 s 0 grem imporianoe o alseee
striet enmoresmrent of municipal nales regnrding the doesign aml location of eesspimnbs, s thpd theey g e
prooliule warer walls.

tdd Porks, play wress and recrealionnd Bicillites for various age groups shookl be integrmted with
residentil orews, their sizes amd locutices beirg keved 1o (e licrerchy of orban orgamigatioen.

{d The approgeiatie otiengaine ol orlun areis and resisbantizl distniels so thar they reecdve sdegusie
sunlight. wentilinhsn.,. vies ssd amenivies, and abso protectisan foom - samd-sboriss and aaber naiaenl
Toiepaik

() Megessiry setivitles oo imallatiome thin produce snioke, suse. donr. vibration, ekplosin enil
B, shogild by Bolated from the resadential disbiacs

(gl Exmspatinn of trallie comfice and doagers fon securing sale means of pedesiniom nuswveneen,

imh Prevention of the ciases o coviropmentol polbinion of Lind, soter and wir, Jednsdeial nigions
hive wlrewdy tuken measares poobibitiog s e of divsel fwels. @nd regdining ooomabiles L @ssall
wittl-piallutian  devices, Steps masl ako be olken aguiee inespomsisle dumping oF Byilne-carboss,
smifmiria] wustes, argainke dmd solid pejeis. and thermal gnd gadioaciive poliiants, These sersasing
sitaries sl puoilierion st lkely to emdanger heokh, damuge maree ecology, and sped water roms sl
natural e miis,

U Mopgl wnel cthical hagurds (hore, night clubs, et showld he specilicatl. peohiblced foom
pesbalenilal nreas tor saleynord locad values. prmacy ond social stofmbi, Prewsroation of o] sed
Ibstasrical sies ke also imporiant Lot chesaging both marabe sodl caltorsl dandinils

il ———
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Lamibscapang. Desititicalion amd the cahunosmen of wrhpn cormdinr, symares ol parks, oy well
- lpl'll'lil':; ol aesthetic laste by encovraging. tlooweh iscentives. o ligh 1[:‘1'4:-.- il arehdectsru
fenwe. one wital misms for mainixining insolvement, identity und emviranmeniul samity,
f,l-j Elimdmation of unnecessary tensims cavsed by traflie congeaion in crowded iress. Clearly, 1.|.|.LI|
ma wuild diminksh with the easdng ol thy wban bousing orisiv togetber sith the provision of an
tenn public iTuraport system,
il Emablishment of cultural insitociors (thenires, perlornmisg s confres, coneen aolls, o ).
usns iwnd librarics is nevessany Tog the pascbolomeal well-being of bath the individual and the orban
KatoEn as o wihole,
imi Provisien of a heahhy envinment wihieh s colerent aml bmaginitive. sl the distinet bai
1tk COmse s anl wehbzh tre rendily bbentifiable by ol individiedls, b o fmgearong crssion far
i invodvemens nnad a sense of helanging.
{n} Accomimodation of indivichinl md commonal sspirugbons, vernmoulic valees. historical heeloge
and commitment i cnvitatmental Tofoes are essentaal inereddents o sme and bealthy whan phanolng.

{o] A predes] amd phasid change of poce i orban development s essontinl 10 the rwtm{nr:m}
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4.1 The Naﬁﬁnnl Development and the Nile Water in Crisis

One is bewildered and concerned by the stapnant nepotiations among the eight countries
sharing the Nile basin, which have been lame and impotent since 2001, unable to reach a
common agreement on the Nile Basin Initiative. The NBI should aim at the equitable distribution
and management of the Nile water among the participants without jeopardizing, as we assert, the
historical shares of Egypt and the Sudan. These have been recognized as 55.5 billion m” and 18.5
billion m’ respectively from the total annual Nile water revenue of 84 billion m’. However, there
15 an essential difference in the position of the four southemn countries, which challenges the 50-
year-old agreement, and demands a greater share! This could be detrimental to Egyptian national
interests and security. The Nile water has become a hydro-political challenge to Egyptian future
development, stability and its survival.

The current Egyptian share of 55.5 billion m® will not suffice to meet the essential national
hydraulic needs in the coming decades, given the current consumption needs, lifestyles,
urbanization, and socio-economic development goals. By the year 2020, the expected population
explosion will reach 100 million people, which will require, at the average human consumption
of 400 liters/capita/day, in addition to the agricultural and industrial requirements, nearly 60
billion m®. One would hope that the Egyptian position in the forthcoming meeting of the NBI
Water Ministers this summer in Alexandria is firm enough to insist on Egypt's absolutely needed
historical share of the anmual Nile water revenue, and that this share is fundamental for Egypt's
strategic development, prospenity and security.

On the other hand, one is equally disturbed and alarmed by the recently published study by
the National Organization for Remote Sensing, which revealed that recent remote sensing maps,
taken by satellites, are indicating the sharp decrease of Egyptian agricultural land, due to the
uncontrolled growth of wban and rural settlements at an alarming rate. As an example, during
the last two decades the east delta region has lost 30% of its green land. Accordingly, the study
wams of the pending, utter eradication of agrnicultural land in sixty ycars. At this galloping rate of
consumption of both agricultural land and potable water how can Egypt meet the essential needs
of its 150 million people by 20507 Indeed, these are looming national crises that demand drastic -
cammitment, mobilization, and action. The vital water issue alone could trigger serious conflicts
and confrontation!

Meanwhile, given those facts, one wonders at the national media recent reports that the
Ministry of Agriculture has decided to allow an increase of built-up area of land bordering the
Cairo-Alexandria expressway to 7% instead of the current 2%, and to 15% in certain areas,
hoping to reap LE 100,000 per acre. As a result of this increase, the ministry hopes to harvest a
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total of LE 20 billion in this transaction! Are the motives purely monetary, despite the national
development strategic objectives?

Ironically, it 18 clear by now that no one heeds any proper concern to those studies,
projections, or plans. Very few decision makers bother to think of the national strategy, security
objectives, or developmental goals, for, alas, there is no due consideration, necessary
coordination or comprehensive strategic planning that places national interests and future
prosperity as a top priority. It is high time did we think of altemnative water and agricultural
resources in order to achieve sufficiency! Desalinization plants on the Meditermanean and Red
Seas to produce needed potable water for the multiplying millions, and for agrarian reclamation
projects, are of an absolute necessity. In addition, intensive research on genetically modified
grain strains that can grow on seawater and produce needed crops suitable for human
consumpiion must be mobilized immediately, This can be augmented with the proper cultivation
of sea floors on the 12-mile continental shelves, which would boost the production of the needed
food sources, as has been proven in the pioneering research and experiments during the Jast fifty
years in the United States and Japan.

The stakes are high, for the national development goals must be fundamentally the
camerstones of any treaty, agreements, policies, programs or plans at all levels, at all sectors and
at all regmons, all the time, Great challenpes demand an awesome resolve and require an absolute
commitment!

June, 2009
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4.2 Millennium apathy

Al-Ahram Weekly 7 - 13 October 2010- Issue No. 1018- Opinion

The UN Millennium Development Goals Summit was a tired and disappointing affair, says
Mohsen Zahran* -

Attended by nearly 140 presidents, kings and cabinet ministers, the summit was convened on
20-22 September 2010 in order to review the global situation and achievements in fulfilling the
MDGs during the last 10 years, and five years before the target date in 2015,

During the summit in 1990 in Rio de Janeiro, it was agreed that the world summit would
meet in New York City at the UN headquarters prior to the 65th anmual Meeting of the General
Assembly 10 years hence, in order to review the progress achieved by the UN member states in
the implementation of those goals.

These goals are spearheaded by cutting extreme poverty by half, especially for the more than
one billion people living on less than $1.25 per day, as declared by Ban Ki-Moon, UUN secretary
general in his address. In addition, other primary goals include ensuring universal primary
education, eradicating illiteracy, halting and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, reducing
maternal mortality at birth by 75 per cent and child mortality before age five by 65 per cent. The
eight MDG targets also include empowerment of women, and environmental sustainability.

World Bank President Robert Zoellick, heads of states and NGOs expressed their
disappointment at the minimal accomplishments. As indicated in the couniry reports, the limited
achievements realised thus far are limited to 30 nations, with scarce external funding. Some
leaders blamed the global economic slowdown. Others voiced their concemn at the alarming
deterioration of conditions in certain regions around the world, especially the horrible genocide
acts and terrible massacres in the Congo, Burundi, Uganda, South Africa and Somalia, in
addition to dislocation and migration due to natural causes as in Pakistan and Migeria, or due to
nationsl strife, violence and wars.

International experts as well as concerned officials and humanitarians have stressed the

urgent need to confront the eauses of those sufferings, deprivation and misery in concert with
MDGa.

Although a glimmer of hope was announced at the progress achieved in the goal to half
extreme poverty by 2015, as well as in the health sector, especially in fighting HIV/AIDS and
malaria, coupled with combating illiteracy and improvement of primary schools in the education
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sector, it was stressed by UN officials that further progress requires $42 billion annually in order
to achieve those goals during the next five vears.

Despite declarations of a few leaders of the developed world to raise the funds needed,
especially for the countries in the developing world suffering from extreme poverty and
underdevelopment, many concurred that the slow pace of implementation and intolerable
stagnation during the last 10 years gives little hope that the Millennium Goals can barely be
achieved by 2015,

Judging from previous world summits, especially the Climate Change Summit in
Copenhagen last December, it seems that such summits have little use, and are often arenas for
political manoeuvres, unfulfilled pledges and empty slogans. They only reaffirmed the despair,
hopelessness and helplessness of the world community in confronting global problems, global
threats and global crises. Unfortunately, except for strategic resolutions favouring Western
interests, world forums and UN resolutions have been, by and large, fruitless, empty, fragile,
lame and impotent.

Any achievement of such cardinal goals as combating poverty must start with the national
will and a solid commitment to achieve those goals. International subsidies or support can only
help, provided nations have development plans and budgets prudently adopted in phases at all
levels, regions localities and sectors.
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4.3 The Moslem World in Dilemma?

Published as: Vasi potential,
In: Al-Ahram Weekly 12 - 18 November 2000, Issue No.972

In this holy season, when nearly four million Moslems (0.3% of the total) from all nations
travel to Mecea in order to perform their holy pilgrimage, obediently submit and pray to God
Almighty, they are in fact a living testimony to their spiritual union, submission, devotion and
equality before God, regardless of color, creed, origin, gender, culture, wealth or status
However, it is ironic that while evervone iz watching this remarkable annual assembly of
Moslems with awe, amazement and acclaim, a recent report by the Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life, was especially telling and revealing, regarding the disturbing condifions and
situation of the Moslem world. The current global Moslem population stands in the Report at
1.57 billion people in 232 countries and territories, — nearly 25% of the world population. Thus,
Islam is the second largest religion after Christianity (2 billion adherents). Sixty percent of those
Moslems live in Asia, 20% in the Middle East and North African countries and 15% in sub-
Saharan Africa.

The Report exposes to the world, especially the west, that not all Moslems are Arabs, and not
all Arabs are Moslems. It further underscores the breakdown of the Moslem Sunni — Shiite
population, revealing that Shiites make up 10 -13% of the total, 80% of whom live in four
countries, namely: Iran, Iraq, India, and Pakistan. However, Middle Eastern countries remain the
religious spiritual beacons of the Islamic world with the holiest sites in Mecea and Medina in
Saudi Arabia; and Al-Agsa Mosgue and the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, Palestine; and the
Al-Azhar Mosque and University in Cairo, Egypt. Al-Azhar, of course, is the prominent
religious heart of moderate Islamic scholarship, and the oldest center of Islamic theological
teachings since 969 A,

Given these significan! demographic facts, one would wonder in bewilderment and confusion
at the depressing situation and declining conditions of Moslems around the globe, despite the
establishment of the inter-regional Islamic Conference nearly three decades ago, as a regional
forum, aiming at franslating this two-week anmual spiritual assembly in the pilgrnmage season in
Mecca into a year-round union of cause, action and deed. Its objectives are intended to address
and confront the challenges of peace, security, stability and development as well as to promote
the uplifing of the deteriorating human conditions of the great majority of the Moslem
population everywhere. However, this organization has too little to show, beside verbal
resolutions and ceremonial declarations of intent without any substantial content or truly
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concrete achievements! One would again observe and bemoan in dismay and discontent that the
majority of the Moslem communities are plagued with the misfortunes of poverty, illness,
illiteracy, under-development, violence, instability, and insecurity. Why is it that Islamic Middle
‘Eastern countries, that prode themselves of being custodians of holy sites and religious
scholarship, have not spearheaded the drives to implement badly needed socio-economic,
political and cultural development in the Moslem world, as they have partly achieved in religious
affairs? Furthermore, why is it that certain Middile Eastern countries with their 15% of the
Moslem population, have brought upon the Islamic world universal accusations and blame, with
their growing fanaticism, radicalism, violence and terrorism, and even exported these to Asian
Moslem countries like tolerant, moderate Indonesia in which reside 203 million Moslems (13%
of all Moslems)? While some Asian countries, like Indonesia and Malaysia, have catapulted
themselves during the last three decades lo new heights of development in order to achieve
progress and prosperity, as cconomic tigers, however, the majority of Middle Eastern countries,
alas, have remained almost at & standstill, or even slipped backwards, during the elapsed 100
years after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, their geo-political mosaics and socio-
economic road maps have remained in limbo throughout the last century, trapped in a state of de
facto or virtual colonization, and entrenched in wars, fighting, instability, bloodshed, under-
development, and backwardness. Ironically, their abundant national and human resources and the
common denominators of objectives, religion, culture and language, should have enabled and
propelled them into new frontiers and preat achievements in all fronts,

Yet the seeds of animosity, infighting, rivalry and hatred continue to infect many areas and
infest relationships, thus threatening the very existence and future of the Moslem populations in
the region. Tragically enough, the Moslem populations continue, in the meantime, to endure
intolerable deprivations, persistent suffering, and curtailment of human rights and denial of
freedom. These practices violate and affront the basic Islamic teachings. Although these divisive
seeds were planted fourteen centuries ago, nevertheless, external powers and interests are rudely
exploiting Middle East resources and conditions by capitalizing on the potentially divisive issues
in order to further inflame and exasperate the volatile conflicting issues of religion, color, origin,
resources, and borders. The ultimate aim is focused on splitting national and regional entities and
causes at the seams, thus trigpering wars, bloodshed, terrorism, violence, and tension. Alas, the
Moslem nations” wealth is drained in exhausting conflicts, expensive armaments, futile fighting,
desperate illusions, and aggressive intentions. Meanwhile, the latest Chinese Report entitled
“Academic Ranking of World Universities — 2009 on the Top 500 Universities world-wide, has
embarrassingly indicated that only three countries in the Islamic world are listed to have one
university each that has fulfilled the ranking criteria, namely: Sandi Arabia, Turkey and Iran.
This plainly underscores the fact that the education system in the Islamic and Arab worlds is in
need of drastic reform.
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The awesome spiritual and humean resources of the Moslem world, coupled with their
blessings of vast human and natural resources, especially in oil and gas, could motivate and
propel national strategic plans for unprecedented socio-economic development and prosperity,
in coordinated fronts, levels and sectors, provided that destructive forces of  tension,
interventions, and divisions are contained and eliminated. The Islamic Conference and the Arab
League are only formal regional frameworks for the political expression of union but have
onforiunately achieved too little to account for. They reflect the current state of affairs and
relationships of member states with all their problems and conflicts. These regional organizations
need to be restructured and get inspired by the model accomplishments and successful
experiments of the European Union, and have suitable strategic plans adopted to reform and
uplift Moslem conditions. Moslem nations must abandon wars, conflicts, and tensions in order to
achieve greater objectives and meanmingful developmental achievements for all the people in all
the communities of the Moslem world.

The horizons are vast and promising, the resources are abundant and awaiting; the spiritual
framework is inspiring and urging: but the will must be formidable and propelling.
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4.4 Fifty Years of European Union: Any Hope for An Arab Union?!

Fifty years have passed on 25-03-2007 when six European Nations signed the Treaty of
Bome launching a miraculous achievement among nations which had emerged, battered from the
horrors, death, destruction, divisionism and animosities during World War II. The common will,
determination and commitment of the founding countries have succeeded in consolidating the
bases, the frameworks and implementation of the Union. EU has expanded its membership to the
current twenty seven nations, including eleven former members of the Soviet block from east
Europe. Others are awaiting admission, including Turkey which is still trying hard in order to
benefit from the economie, political, cultural, scientific, environmental and technological
windfalls.

A recent report in Time magazine on the fiftieth anniversary, evaluated the success and
achievements of the European Union. These are summarized in a few major points which
included:

- The prevalence of peace;

- Common agricultural policies;

- Disappearance of borders, facilitating movement and travel, efficient
infrastructure and transportation network;

- A unified European passport to allow unrestricted travel among the member
states, and elsewhere;

- A strong Irish economy;

- Common Information Technology agreements promoting  efficient
communications (GSM);

- Labor agreements allowing equality in pay, employment and fairplay everywhere
in the ELT;

-  Supporting the fledging economies of certain regions and communities, as well as
minimizing the social and economic gaps among member states;

- Institution of information network to enable scientists and researchers to
efficiently access and exchange information;

- The establishment of the Eurc as a new common monetary system on January
2001, which was adopted by 13 nations and is used by 315 million inhabitants,
replacing their original national currencies.

In addition there were other benefits, such as:
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The airbus project to build a truly competitive European plane made from

components manufactured in several European countries,

- Betler sport and athletic competitions and protocols,

- Clesnier beaches,

- Common rules and commitment to the Kyoto Protocols to control CO; emissions,
and

= A commitment to arrest the hazards of climate change and global warming,

These enormous gains were coupled at the human development level with the adoption of
protocols of European education enabling 1.5 million students since 1987, with a 9 billion Euros
budget, to benefit from better educational standards, rules, exchange, adult education, research
and travel.

However, fifty years of unprecedented achievements were not a smooth ride, The EUJ has
also expenienced occasional bumps and few failures. The French and Duich rejection of the
referendum on European constitution arrested the momentum for a while. In addition, economic
growth, high unemployment rates were coupled with certain =social, cultoral, economic and
political tensions. Globalization was occasionally resisted in order to maintain European entities
and identity. The new Europe cvolved by the European Union is now a sirong rival to the
dominance of the single global power of the US, with a GDP reaching § 12 trillion mark,
equivalent to that of the USA.

The brilliant achievement of the EU should serve as a model and an inspirator to Arab
countries, which had envisioned by establishing the Arab league in 1944, the promotion of
similar poals, but alas, has embarrassingly failed afler 60 years of locomotion with nothing to
show for it.

Despite their common heritage, culture, history, habits, language, belicfs, and many other
denominators, they are entangled, troubled, divided, oppressed, underdeveloped, suppressed,
hopeless and helpless. The oil wealth has not supported — except in a few isolated locations — the
emergence of a viable region. Rather the Middle East has been subject to wars, occupation,
fanaticisms, interventions, disputes, fights, tensions and strife, fueled with external interests and
interventions. The situation is pathetic, edging on despair and depression. Ironically, since WWI
and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, in one hundred years nothing of significance has
emerged.

The glorious example and achievements of the New Europe triggers one to hope for the New
Arabia. But first this must be a sincere will and determination, not just creation of a new league
or reforming the present troubled forzm.
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Is it 2 myth or a mirage! The dreams must be practical, and realizable. The goals must be
achievable apd the policies must be implementable. Facts not fictions. Beginnings should start
with humble but surc manageable steps in definite arenas, sectors, fields or issues, starting with
educational policies and programs. Other aspects of unified approach include
telecommunications, transportation, pollution and environmental issues in  addition to
information technology, cultural programs, water resources, energy, agricultural development,
human development, industrial and cconomic development, illiteracy, women empowerment,
labor care, research projects, desertification, solar energy, tourism, clean beaches, clean water,
clean air, heritage, archeology, et ...

Human and natural resources are abundant, the common culture and values are strong
propellers, but the will, conviction determination and commitment must prevail in onder to
catapult the creation of a new efficient and functioning institutional framework and a unique
machinery capable of resolve, effective implementation and fruitful achievements for all to
benefit from, We should learmn form our failures and the successes of the EU; the emphasis must
be on achievable real goals in solid steps, phases and doses not ceremonial window dressing in
public manifestations for narmrow media consumption.

Apnl, 2007
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4.5 Figures speaking

Al-Ahram Weekly 14 - 20 June 2007- Issue No, 849- Features
Mohsen Zahran* looks into what the latest census has to say about Egypt's future

Last month the Central Organisation for Public Census and Statistics (CAPMAS) released
the preliminary results of the 2006 census: 76.4 million, with nine million living abroad: a 24.3
and 44 per cent increase since 1996, respectively. A comprehensive reading of these figures will
say much about Egypt's present issues and the development agenda it should be adopting.

The first census in Egypt was conducted in 1882, at which time the population was a mere 10
per cent of the present figure; 13 censuses have since been conducted, roughly once every
decade, and they have certainly helped with city planning. It is important to note that, should the
population continue to grow by 1.8 per cent per year — the last Human Development Report
figure, calculated from the rates in 1975-2006 — it will reach 88.2 millicn by 2015. It is well to
note that in the same period, the figures for demographically comparable countries like France,
the UK, Germany, Iran and Turkey, grew by 0.3, 0.3, 0, 1.4 and 1.2 per cent, respectively.

Rural areas are inhabited by 57 per cent of the population (41 million); Egypt's urban
population, currently 42.6 per cent, has dropped marginally since 2004 (42.7 per cent); at 43.6
per cent it was algo higher in 1975, but it is expected to reach 45.4 per cent by 2015. The current
trend being one of immigration into cities, more urban expansion and perhaps a greater number
of cities will be needed in the next few years. Contrary to popular belief, the male-to-female ratio
is 51.1:48.9. Since 1969 the number of households has risen to 17.2 million, a 35.9 per cent
increase; of these 7.5 million are in urban areas, evidencing a 32.7 per cent increase for the same
period. Yet with an increase of 38.6 per cent in rural areas, the tendency to settle down and start
a family is evidently higher in rural areas. Excluding unregistered marriages, the divorce has
grown by 39.6 per cent in 10 years — a significant figure, but not as significant as the media will
have us believe, This is one of the more interesting surprises held by the census results.

Some 14 per cent of the population (10.7 million) are under the age of six, while the age
brackets 6-10, 10-15 and 15-60 make up 6.9, 10.7 and 61.9 per cent, respectively; in total, no less
than 32 per cent of the population are under 15; while, within the biggest and most employable,
15-60 age group, 21.9 out of 44.9 million make up the potential workforce, with only 19.8
million actually employed - some guarter of the whole population, as opposed to 60 per cent in
more advanced societies; this explains the difficulties in the way of development, even though an
increase in life expectancy to 74 and 76 for men and women, respectively, points to improved
medical care and perhaps an altogether more effective retirement pension system.
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Families too have grown smaller in size, with the average urban family dropping from 4.2 o
3.9 members since 1996, and rural families from 4.9 to 4.3 members. This should have
mmplications for housing. Literacy and education statistics tell a somewhat more disappointing
story, however, with 29.2 per cent of those over the age of 10 (16.8 million) unable to read and
write, and some 884,000 out of 20 million students dropping out of school during the decade.
This would seem to confirm the suspicion that, notwithstanding the number of university and
school staff (100,000 and 500,000, respectively), the education system requires a complete
rethink.

Unemployment has increased, too, but only marginally, from 8.9 to 9.3 of the labour market
since 1996, This does mean that there are 2.4 million currently out of work, however: some
LE100 billion are required to bring unemployment to a safer rate of five per cent or lower — with
an estimated LE100,000 per new job. Unemployment rates are hard to work out, with estimates
ranging from 10.5 per cent (the Central Accounting Organisation) to 11.2 per cent (the Ceniral
Bank). Cairo remains the first choice of resideance, with some 20 per cent of the population living
in Greater Cairo, and many parts of the country very sparsely populated: North Sinai, Matruh,
the Red Sca, Al-Wadi Al-Gadid and South Sinai, for example, have no more than 0.34, 0.32,
0.29, 0.19 and 0.15 per cent. Population is particularly spared near the borders, which has
implications for national security. Certainly, povernment efforts in the direction of improving
infrastructure, services and job opportunities outside Cairo are not misplaced. With 32 per cent
of the population under 15, more should be spent on education, sports, and social care. Indeed if
we assumed that the pre-job age is 25 -- not a far- fetched assumption — we should be thinking
about 42 per cent of the population in those terms.

The 2006 census cost the country close to LE100 million, and assuming that it was conducted
rigorously, its results preliminary have very significant implications indeed. Surprisingly, it
offers no figures for Copts and foreign residents, which should be relevant to planners.

The Census in brief

THE TOTAL population grew by 24.2 per cent since 1996, while the number of houscholds
grew by 35.9 per cent in the same period. Males outnumber females by nearly two per cent.
Divorce has gone up by 39.6 per cent since 1996, illiteracy by 10 per cent; at 29.2 per cent it is
the highest in the Arab world. With more students dropping out of school, unemployment has
risen. One out of five Egyptians lives in Cairo, while border regions are under-populated. Some
6.2 per cent of the population are over 60 years old, and holders of university degrees amount to
no more than 9.5 per cent of the population, compared to 5.6 in 1996, but the standard of
education and its relevance to the job market have both dropped. Some 11 million buildings, 95.5
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per cent of the total number, are privately owned. Of all housing units, 95 per cent have running
water, 99 per cent have electricity, but only 50 per cent are connected to a sewerage system.
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4.6 The New Europe,The Promising Horizons of Comprehensive
Development

The birth of New Europe, Challenging the Superpower,
A Historic Achievement of a Miracle

On the first of May 2004, all the world watched with awe, and applauded with
gdmiration, the multitudes of Europeans heralding the celebrations, throughout the old continent,
the expansion of the European Union to include ten new members, mostly former members of
the Eastern block. The east Buropean new members have joined the fiffeen members of the west
to form the new global economic power, the largest single market in the world, whose total pross
domestic product (GDP) exceeds $10 trillion, higher than that of the United States, hitherto the
only unrivaled superpower! This historic event terminates for good cemturies of hatred,
animosily, nivalry and conflicts that precipitated two World Wars, tens of millions of human
fatalities, destruction, devastation and despair. A new era of political, economic and cultural
integration, cooperation and unity is now inaugurated, promising common progress, prosperity
and advancements for all members to nurture, share and safeguard.

The admission of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Greek Cyprus and Malta creates a twenty-five-member European Union, called by the media, the
New Europe, with nearly 450 million people, pivoted centrally between Russia, the Asian giants
and figers to the East, and the United States and the NAFTA to the West. This historic
breakthrough to achieve European unity culminated centuries of earlier ideas and atlempts,
beginning from Charlemagne in the eighth century, to Louizs the Fourteenth in the eighteenth
century to ideas expressed by Voltaire, Napoleon Bonaparte in the nineteenth century, to Adolph
Hitler, Joseph Stalin and Winston Churchill in the Twentieth century, The present union was
born in 1949, with the establishment of the European Council, and the subsequent creation of the
common market among France, Germany, Italy, Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg in 1957, The
union was expanded in 1973 to include the United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark, with whom
Gresce joined in 1981, Spain and Portugal in 1986, and finally in 1995 Austria, Sweden and
Finland created the fifteen member Union with 375 million people, until the new 25 member
.gigantic reality of this year! The New Europe will include 480 million by the 2007 with the
admission of Bulgaria and Romania, thus constituting more than 500 minority communities
speaking 21 languages, multiple cultures, ethnic groups and a wide variety of living standards,
economic levels, inclinations, aspirations, attitudes, as well as heterogeneous social and cultural
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values! The common aspirations for a better tomormow have overcome the problems and discords
of yesteryears!

4.6.1 The New Europe: A meaningful experiment

The solid foundations upon which the New Union of the Old Continent have been structured
are intelligently fashioned to rise above old sensitivities, residual conflicts, incongreent cultures,
archaic nationalism, and narrow ethnicism. Meanwhile, due emphasis was focused upon:
safepuarding the fruits of peace, strengthening the cconomic rewards of cooperation,
highlighting the gains of economic growth, serving the needs and interests of the various
communities, promoting stability and security and fulfillment of aspirations of individuals and
the communities everywhere. The gains are maximized and the losses are minimized in the new
formidable regional, integrated framework that is strongly built on the basic pillars of
democracy, liberty, equality, justice, free market, sanctity of human rights, interaction,
transparency, partnership, dialogue and measured balances. In the Arab region, as well as in
other regions, there is a meaningful lesson to be leamed, a beacon to be followed, and a
pioneering path to be traced from this successful, meaningful experiment of union in the New
Europe with its gradual phasing, flexibility, sharing of povemance, tolerance cooperation,
integration, variety within unity, variances, and variations!

It is also significant to note that the new union is not based on race, creed, religion, origin,
language or culture, peography, history or economic deprivation, as are most of regional
alliances or organizations, which bemoan infighting, conflicts underdevelopment, and failures!
Examples of regional disappointments are embodied in the Arab league, the Islamic Conference,
the African Union (formerly OAU), COMESA, NAFTA (North America), Organization of Latin
American countries, ESCWA, ECLA, ECA, ASEAN (ASIA). Even the UN sgystem itself is
maximal in form and organs, yet minimal in substance and achievement record! Nevertheless,
the challenges are abound! The atmosphere of euphoria and celebration did not overshadow or
minimize what problems and disagreement that are infecting and challenging the members of the
New Europel

Among the issues of discord and areas of conflict are agreeing on the constitution, monetary
issues, subsidies, unemployment, migration of workers (Poland 20% unemployment), security,
terrorism, discrepancies in ecomomic growth percentages, illegal immigrations, agricultural
policies, trade, environmental protection, equality of representation, etc. Meanwhile, the
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European commission forecasts 10-15% increase of the New Europe population by 2050
(Egyptian population will more than double!). However, some countries total population will
decrease dramatically: Italy 30%, Scandinavia by 50%! Studies are underway to reduce the
workweek to 30 hours, incentives for family size :':nm‘:-mc'., maintenance of cconomic growth
levels and creating a strong linkage of social and economic developments.



4.6.2 National Strategies and Circles of Regional Cooperation and Interaction

In light of the global economic situation, the New Europe common markei, the largest
single market ever, boasts a total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of $10.124 trillion, as
compared to the US 510.112 tillion, Japan $4.141 trillion, China 1.159 trillions. Egyptian
national strategies must necessarily interact and actively focus on consolidating and open new
avenues of cooperation and free trade with these powers in the short, medium, and long terms.
President Mubarak has emphasized this strategic necessity to increase agricultural and industrial
exports, open free trade markets and conduct economic partnership agreement with various
parties in all regional circles regardless of geography or history!

There is no alternative to face the challenges and shouldering the responsibilities of
increasing economic growth, reduce nnemployment and curtail the high population increase,
which overwhelms economic progress! Fortunately, the European Commission has recently
informed Egypt of the ratification of the partnership agreement with Egypt which opens its
market to Egyptian exports as of June 1, 2004 (at present, Egyptian Exports to Europe constitute
46% and imports 48% of the total national trade). Free trade negotiations are underway with the
11.8., following the first regional agreement that has been signed with Jordan.

In fact, Egyptians foreign policy was based on active interaction with overlapping regional
circles: the Amab, the Islamuc, the African, the Euwro-Mediterrancan, the Asian, the U.S. and
Russian. It is of paramount importance to recognize these circles according to priorities and
interests. For instance, the Armab circle involves political, security, religious, economic, cultural,
social dimensions, as the Euro-Mediterranean involves a different order of priorities: political,
economic, security, technology, cultural, etc. The knitting and weaving of interrelationships and
linkage of these circles to national priorities and interests are of crucial and cardinal national
stratemc importance,

4.6.3 The Importance of Comprehensive, Integral Development Between the North
and South Med Regions

The expansions and consideration of the New Europe opens broad vistas for the conception

and implementation of an indispensable strategy of a comprehensive integral development of the
countries constituting the Euro-Mediterranean circle, which calls for a high priority in the
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structuring of national and regional strategies. As the first Director of the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina throughout the nineties, | recall my tireless contacts and efforts to enlist the
financial and in-kind contributions of the Euro-Mediterranean countries and members of the
Friends of the BA associations, especially in Europe, to help in the support of construction,
furnishing, staff training, book collections and facility maintenance and operation activities. |
emphasized the integral relationship between the countries of the North Mediterrancan and those
at the south, with the Mediterranean Sea, the cradle of ancient civilizations, acting as a unifier, an
integrator, a magnet and a common geographical, political, economic and cultural resource. All
have concurred with me and emphatically recognized that the Southern borders of Europe are
practically not in Greece, Italy, France or Spain, but in North African countries. The peace,
security, stability and economic prosperity of Europe is interdependent upon the security and
prosperity of the South Mediterranean countries. The generous contributions received, (neasly
$30 million), was in direct recognition of this fact. Furthermore, the UNDF Resident
representative in Cairo has pointed out his conviction that the new Bibliotheca Alexandrina will
not only become the window of Egypt on Europe but the window of Africa toward Europe, a
bridge between the North and the South, promoting dialogue, understanding, tolerance
cooperation, linkage and interaction at all levels. The Mediterranean has always facilitated this
integral relationship since ancient Egyptian, Greek and Roman civilizations, during the Middle
Ages with the silkroad trade until Mohamed Aly dynasty in recent history,

The European Union also recognizes too well this fact, and in its adoption of the partnership
agreemant 15 underlining the pivotal and strategic role of Epypt in Safeguarding the stability,
peace, security and prosperity in Mediterranean and Middle Eastern countries, given the acts and
threats of terrorism and instability that have shaken the region and the world during the last
decade.

4.6.4 Benchmarks on the Road to Comprehensive Cooperation and Development

Since the Seventies, Mediterranean countries representatives met in vanous forums and
conferences to discuss issues of common concern, with the support of the European Union, In
Barcelona, the Declaration and Protocol to prevent the pollution of the Meditemranean was
proclaimed. Many meetings were held for Med-cities, Med-Urbs, Med-lib, etc., to promote
greater cooperation, twining, development, training, exchange of experience and institutional
support whether in Barcelona, Tunis, Rabat, Limasol, Athens, Naples, Alexandria or Marseilles.
Twinning among Mediterranean Ports was also declared on  numerous occasions. Linkage of
Mediterranean ports and cities has already taken place with coastal expressways, by rail, sea and
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air. Egypt has already built the intermational coastal highway from Rafah to Salloum, to continue
westward passing through Libya, Tunis, Algeria and Morocco. Spanish and Morocean teams are
already working on building a tunnel under the Mediter-ranean to link North Africa to Europe,
thus linking South Med countries to North Med Countries circulation networks. The rail
networks (already Egypt is extending its railroad system into Libya through bilateral protocols)
help prompt and expand trade. economic, cultural, and social cooperation. Gas lines and Electnic
national grids are already linked to Jordan and Syria as well as to Libya. The thrust of
cooperation and physical development has already cnergized and accelerated greater
interdependence and linkage among several Mediterranean countries. The great natural resources
of Energy, Water as well as the implementation of varous information technology networks and
operations (Telecom) will further reinforce and expand the promising horizons of cooperation.

4.6.5 Promising Horizons of Comprehensive Development

The promising horizons of economic cooperation and intepral development are already
dawning upon us to recognize and support. These must be given a high priority in the national
strategy and long-term goals. History tells us that through Spain, Cyprus, Malta, Venice, .that the
Arab civilization and pioneering knowledge in the fields of medicine, physics, chemistry,
mathematics, algebra, astronomy, efc., have reached FEurope, and sparked its ‘Age of
Enlighmeni’ and renaissance from the dark ages! The Insh ambassador in Cairo (Ireland is at
present the President of the European Union) declared in Alexandria during the celebration of the
expansion of the Union that the strategy of European assistance to Egypt and the South
Mediterranean countries is aimed at supporting structural reform, and the projects that improve
gocial, health educational and cultural services and not om specific developmental projects, He
praised the Bibliotheca Alexandrina as a pioneering regional institution that embraces and
promotes the cultures of the Mediterranean countries. He insisted that Alexandna is the link
between Egypt and the Southern and Northern Mediterranean countries as well as European
countrics, with Egypt being the kingpin of peace and stability in the region and a model of
political, economic and cultural reform for sister countries to follow! To confirm this conviction,
the European Commission has endorsed the nomination of the BA as the center for Euro-
Mediterranean dialogue and understanding of civilizations.

There are several promising horizons of solid co-operation, strong interaction and meaningful

interdependence amongst Euro- Mediterranean countries:

. Road and Transport Networks: Countries around the Mediterranean should agree on
a plan of action to design and implement a comprehensive network of highways and railroads
encircling the Mediterranean basin to promote greater trade, mobility, tounism, transportation,
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migration, employment and interaction among Mediterranean institutions, corporations and
communities. Border and custom formalities should be gradually eliminated as was alma.d}r
adopted in New Europe.

Electiric and Solar energy: Mational power grids should be linked for the bencfit of all
parties, as already implemented in Europe and North America.

0l and Gas Networks: Linking the rich oil and gas rezources of south med countries
to European consumers around and across the Mediterranean will strengthen greater cooperation,
interdependence ad economic benefits to both the oil producing South to the dependent user
countries to the North.

Employment: Given the increasing need of European countries for labor, due to their
decreasing population, and the high unemployment of the mushrooming North African
population, there is an obvious need to fulfill the supply and demand labor market needs with all
parties to benefit, according to the quality, standards, skills and conditions to be mutually agreed
UPOT.

. Tourism: Egyptian touristic resources are varied, attractive and unique, which cater to
the preferences of many Furopeans. This trend should be capitalized upon as a lucrative revenue
for integral economic and cultural development.

Agricultural and industrial Exports: The new agreement of free trade and
parmership with the Union should be implemented with great insistence on quality control and
guality assurance. It is a golden opportunity to capitalize upon and insure credibility and
contimuity.

Environment: Mo doubt that as a closed sea, the Mediterranean is a major resource of
linkage, trade, tourism and recreation for many Mediterranean cities. Its protection from
pollution by dumping of waste will endanger its ecosystermn as well as human life. Safepuarding
the Mediterranean is a8 common goal that must be adopted by all, as well as the implementation
of the Earth Summits of Rio, Johannesburg and Kyoto protocols. The greenhouse effect will
cause the rise of seawater by 3 mm anmually resulting ultimately in the flooding of coastal areas,
erosion of beaches and loss of human life and investments. Mediterranean countries must
cooperate to face this common threat.

- Urban and Cultural Development: Mediterranean cities share a rich heritage and
common cultural wealth. They must cooperate to preserve its heritage grid and uplift its urban
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character and architectural identity. Use of materials, finishes, crafis, vocations and skills need to
be coordinated t ensure quality, unity, idenfity and character.

The Advancement of Information Technology: The fast pace of development in the
Technotronic Age necessitates greater cooperation, sharing of know-how and investments to
keep peace with needs of development, and accelerating progress in the fields of information and
communication technologies.

Political Reform and Civic Society: East European countries have miraculously changed
their institutional structure, political, legal and adminisirative frameworks from socialistic to
democratic govermnance before joining the Union. There are lessons to be learned, especially with
the widely expanding role of the N.G.O.s and civil society as partners of development, reform
and change. The experience of east European countries should be studied closely to learn and
adopt relevant means, machinery, policies and practices.

These are a few of many vistas and horizons to be pursued and capitalized upon in order
to join and partake in the rapidly rising development of the New Europe which will promise
greater peace, stability, progress and prosperity for all. This window should never be missed or
echipced...The horizons are promising, the tasks are enormous, the challenges are multitudinal,
However, the goals are honorable, the will is truly determine, and the sky is the Hmit!!

15/05/2004
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4.7 The Looming End of Mankind?

With the proliferation of WMD Types and Denial of Kyoto

" December, 2003

The ninth International Conference on the Environment was held in Milan, Italy (from
December 1 to 12, 2003). Representations of 189 countries met to discuss, among other topics,
the future steps for the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol which was adopted and proclaimed
in Kyoto in 1997, calling for drastic measures and commitments by the international community
to reduce the greenhouse effect, and the reduction of emission of harmful gases in the earth
atmosphere and the dilapidation of the natural environment. The Protocol wamed that the
continuing rise of air temperature, with expected increase of six degrees in the coming decades,
will result in grave and apoecalyptic consequences in the environment, on development and on
mankind.

In conscious concern with the state of patural environmental dilapidation, and the recorded
acceleration of climate changes, which have caused natural disasters, the Kyoto Protocol insisted
that it should be ratified and implemented soonest by all signatory couniries, especially by the
industrialized nations of which the USA is responsible for nearly 30%, and Russia for 17% of
total global pollution. The targets, according to the approved timetable, is to reduce greenhouse
emissions by £% by 2012 and 20-40% by 2020 as compared to the 1990 levels. The Protocol
required that at least 55% of countries producing global gas emissions should sign the Protocol
before it becomes mandatory and operational.

However, the position of the great culprits producing substantial emissions, namely, the USA
and Russia has been both bewildering and disappointing! President George W. Bush announced
in March 2001 that the US will not sign the Protocol due to its negative effect on industrial
production, transport and economic activities. Russia, sitting on the fence and watching the
situation in view of bilateral relations and beneficial agreements with other countries, alluded to
its intention to sign the Protocol during the Environment and Development Earth summit Rio+10
held in Johannesburg in September 2002, while India and China have been watching with
interest this mercurial situations instead, hinting of the possibilities of signing the second phase
of the Kyoto Protocol. The World was stunned by the shocking disclosure of the representative
of Russia who announced on December 2™ 2003 in Milan during the Environment Conference
that his country will not sign the Protocol in its present form, thus joining USA, and Australia
{Al-Ahram, December 4, 2003). No doubt, India and China will be soon inspired to do likewise!
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Consequently, the Kyoto Protocol, considered t::} be the comerstone of the UN Treaty on Climate
Change is thus arrested and held in abeyance. The looming glooms of Doom’s Day for Mother
Earth and Mankind are thus rapidly approaching!!

The consequences of the Kyoto denials are monumental, multitudinal and universally
shattering, There will be a continuing progression of global climatic changes, worsening of the
greenhouse repercussions, rse of the earlh’s atmosphers temperature, and thus increasing the
occurrences of natural disasters (The recent Southern France worst flooding ever is labeled by
President Jacques Chirac the flood of the century), such as:

* The steady melting of the polar ice caps (this has caused the closing of ski resorts in
Spain, Switzer-land, Ttaly and Scotland).

= The continuing rise of the sea and ocean levels.

= Further depletion of the ozone layer.

= The flooding of Coastal regions.

= The increase of earth tremors, Hurricanes, Cyclones, increase of the amount of carbon
monoxide and dioxide and

= The decrease of the amounts of oxygen in the atmosphere due to frequent incidents of
forest fires in expanding dry zones, increase of desertification, spreading deforestations.

The dire consequences on human health, development and the future of mankind are
incalculable and inescapable. The annual cost of climate change is estimated at spiraling several
$ trillions.

On the other hand, with the worsening affect on global climate and the environment, given
Agenda 21, the topic and recommendations of Johanneshuarg Earth Summit of 2002 (Rio + 107,
the situation concerning biodiversity is also especially alarming! For the two Earth Summits in
Rio and Johannesburg emphasized the necessity of the restoration and protection of Biodiversity
and that the structure and functioning of natural ecosystems be maintained and safegnarded by
all nations (4las”). It was urged that governments must cooperate in stopping the continuing loss
of biodiversity around the globe, regardless of the level, or lack, of development. The
recommendations stressed that the efforts and actions should include: stopping the spreading of
desertification (and its terminal effect on wild life), protection and promotion of sustainable
development of forests (to make up the for losses due to fires, desertification, development and
industrial activities), conservation and restoration of landscape, protection of plants and animals
from ionizing radiation, protection of soil, protection and restoration of marine habitat and
coastal regions as well as support of research in the fields of biodiversity and natural
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conservation! Hm-':wr,' nothing was reported toward implementation of these
recommendations, thus accelerating the gravity of deterioration and devastation!

On paralle]l zpocalyptic fronts, mankind is threatened by a multitude of disasters and crises
precipitated, and generated also through intentions, interests or benign neglect, by a few of the
industrialized developed nations. These include, but are not limited to, the following:

The widely heralded amplification of the threats of the proliferation of the nuclear, biological
or chemical weapons of mass destruction (WD), we are reminded, have been invented,
produced and marketed by the great powers. The acquisition of these weapons by certain
developing countries was condemned and sanctioned by these powers. Whereas, some countries
are allowed to stockpile and test these weapons like India, Pakistan, Israel and South Afiica,
others, nonconformist countries, are paralyzed and sanctioned for attempting to acquire (WMD),
and thus they are included in “Axis of Evil” to be contained and punished. An equally alarming
cause and form of WMP is the spread of poverty, despair, hunger, disease, misfortune, dwindling
development, and lack of hope for a decent secure life, which resulted in rebellious acts of
violence, terrorism and hatred, dissatisfaction and rvesistance everywhere. Sept. 11. 2001
catastrophe was a symptom; but the roois are there, alive and active, whether in the developed
or developing regions of the world!

The spread of AIDS/HIV epidemic around the world is claiming 9000 lives daily in poor
countries, mostly in Africa (this daily human loss almost double the number of the victims of
WTC on Sept. 11). Forty million cases are known, of which 30 million in Africa. The real
numbers of inflicted cases are more than double. By 2010 the numbers will also double!!
Available medications are produced by the industrialized nations and are expensive, beyond the
affordability of poor communities, which earn less than $1.00/day/capita. WHO announced on
the World AIDS Day a Plan 3 x 5 for the treatment of Inflicted 3 million AIDS patients by 2005
at the expenses of § 5.5 billion, most of which are yet to be raised!

The UTN Secretary General Kofi Anan called AIDSHIY a more devastating weapon of Mass
Destruction (WMD). Nelson Mandela, the Former President of South Africa, labeled it also a
glohal catastrophe during a recent concert attended by an enormous crowd in Cape Town for the
mobilization of international attention and support to contain and fight the mushrooming
epidemic, proliferating into most communities worldwide.

The infusion of fanatic terrorist groups in all countries and the coordination of their
international activities and operations, with the support of the mafia-like organizations, have
been threatening most societies in all developed and developing countries alike. National,
regional and global stability, peace and security has never been more shaken and exposed to
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violence and terror. There are more than 12 minor wars vg-ragﬂd nationally and annually with
millions of lives lost and human tragedies inflicted. From USA, Ireland, Spain Turkey, Russia,
Afphanistan, the Congo, Kenya, Somalia, Angola, Moroceo, Saudi Arabia to Indonesia, The
Philippines, Japan, the incidents of terrorism and minor wars are two many and the human and
material toll is astronomical, with its negative repercussions on political, economie, social, and
cultural developments everywhere.

Despite the military campaign in Afghanistan and Iraq terrorist activities are thriving and
rising. The Taliban, Ben Ladin and Saddam Hussein are still at large active and hurting. This is a
major powerful and penetrating WMD that has no cure in sight without relentless international
apreements, cooperation, action and concerted commitment to tackle the roots of the crises
drastically!

The rising proliferation of the narcotic trade and consumption, through a labyrinth of
international covert operations, organizations and finance, commuption and money laundering
mechanisms, is gigantic and spiraling despite UN and national treaties, military drives,
government interventions and actions. The Middle East and Central America are major narcotic
centers. Afghanistan, despite allied powers has doubled its narcotic production after the Taliban.
Clandestine production and distribution activities arc increasing worldwide. The damaging
effects of narcotics and cigarettes smoking on human health, economic and social development

Are ENoTmmoLs.

In thirty years, the world population will reach ten billion. Nearly three billion people will be
born to suffer with the present 6.8 billion the grave consequences of natural disasters and
proliferation of the man-made weapons of mass destruction. The majority of the world
population lives in the developing world, which represents the open market for the goods and
services of the rich nations. The development apartheid is too glaring; and the discrimination is
too insulting, and basic human rights are denied; hence, justice is pale, lame, and impotent. It 15
again the disparities between the North and South, the rich and the poor, the developed and
developing the United Nations G8 and the G77+. The developed world is responsible for
intentionally, by benign neglect or by the narrow prevalence, of self-interest for the beginning
af the end.

Is there a hope for the poor and underprivileged, and misfortunate to find food to eat, shelter
to house, clean air to breathe, and clean water to drink, and a promise of a dignified, safe and
secure life protected from the weapons of mass destruction (WMD), actual and/or virtual! Can
the three billion children of the universe, yet to be born during the next three decades be
promised a world free from nuclear, biological chemical weapons, hunger disease and poverty as



106

well as other lethal weapons like global warming, harmful emissions, polluting the global -
_ atmosphere, coupled with other forms of pollutions like cultural social, economic, ethical moral ,

visual noise, physical and health pollution. The much heralded and quoted views of Huntington
& Fukuyama have proven limited, narrow as well as lame and biased.

Is it the beginning of the end? Is it the looming glooms of Doom of Mankind? Is there a way
out? Is there a chance for salvation and revival of human values long lost? Or is it a terminal case

slowly meeting its global apocalypse.

There is no alternative to the commitment to the United Nations Charter of human rights and
international treaties in word and in deed. There is no road to the wide, open horizons of hope,
peace, security and progress without due cooperation, interaction and bondage of all cultures,
and our dedication to the present continuum of civilizations in all countries and peoples,
regardless of creed, color, sex, origin or belief. The will to change and reform is strong, the
resources are abundant, the challenges are stupendous, but the power of the people is real, true,
and enormous.
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4.8 Egypt Taekling The Global Challenges of The Future
Prologue:

People are the wealth of nations, There comes a time when destiny calls upon the peoples of
all nations to confront the inescapable challenpes, and make vital brave decisions, that will shake
the Present and shape the Future of the forthcoming generations.

The time for Egypt is right now. The place is right here.

The cry out for reshaping the destiny of the "cradle of human civilizations" is loud, clear and
" echoing in the corners of Egypt, our Holy land.

This overview of the present status quo is revealing, alarming and propelling. [t is intended to
urge everyone to gquestion, ponder and act with caution, vision, balance and motivation. Though
the Arab world is at present in a state of abeyance at a critical and decisive period of history, at
the crossroads of many intersecting circles of the North and the South, the East and the West, the
Rich and the Poor, the challenges are multitudinal but revealing, the difficulties are enormous but
exposed, and the dilemmas are staggering, but bare stripped in the open..

There are no illusions and no confusions? The will of change and the power of human
awakening and recognition will shape destiny and the course of history, The spark of propulsion
has been ignited.

From the Gulf to the Atlantic Ocean, the entire Arab region has endured with inspiring
patience, the two devastating World Wars, as part of the theater of their operations, which wasted
away a substantial share of the Arab financial, natural, and human resources. During the last two
trying centuries, the Arab destiny was entangled and intertwined with those dominant world
powers. The Arab countries were divided in opposing camps and divided parties, with Egypt, its
beacon, subject to threats, conflicts, and crises, while her younger sisters on the other hand, were
self absorbed and anchored. The pace of development, and slow progress must be inspired,
ignited and stirred to move from stapnation to ascension

4.8.1 A Global Overview

During the WTO Ministerial Meeting in Doha in November 2001, the rich nations on one
hand, and the developing countries on the other, revealed the facts, and deceptive cards were set
on the table in the what so called "Green Rooms", developed countries intended to respond to the
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grievances and protests of the poor and helpless. Fortunately, true evidence has emerged,
exposing the accelerating political pressure mounting in concert on developing countries,
drawing the Hippocratic inevitable conclusion, "Some win, all the rest lose”. Unfortunately, the
bright facts of the status quo were too glaringly compelling. =

Whether in Seattle, in Doha, in Rio, in Kyoto, in Johannesburg, or in any other place on
earth, with the evident lack of a pre-set Agenda, solid commitments, huge accountabilities, and
an active plan of action, all efforts are in vain, or as some critics like to call it " medieval, the
defa vee's", all over again.

The tide is rising, the surge is urging each and everyone, to wake up and act! now!

As a matter of fact, while globalization, on one hand, has actually promoted certain economic
equality, and reduced poverty a little, as an example, the change that has been accelerating the
enormous growth of initially poor countries, such as China and India, however it widened the
gap between the haves and have-nots, thus increasing inequality between and within nations such
as in the Philippine in Indonesia, in Venezuela and in Argentine, and within nations in the East
and WestL

4.8.2 The Arab ih.ﬁun"s Dilemma:
From the Bottom (Revelations) to the Top (Inftiations)

The September 11" 2001, a shocking global earthquake, that has shaken the corners of the
enfire world, revived ecarlier ideas of " clash of civilization" by Francis Fukuyama, Samual
Hentigton and others, which were stressed all over again.

All of a sudden, the Arab countries, with Islamic roots, or orgins were the first suspect and
accused of crime, violence, even classified security risks, amplified by certain based media
coverage exasperating the situation, inflaming, and exaggerating feelings at both sides. Forgotten
or eclipsed have been the fundamental contribution of Islamic and Arab civilization to world
knowledge and the advancement of human civilization during the last centuries. This time of
trial, recriminations and indictments, the United Nations Development Program published in
June 2002 its long awaited "Arab Human Development report 2002, thus creating new horizons
for opportunities for a new future.

The Report, which was cosponsored by the Arab Fund for economic and social development,
has equally sent certain tremors in the comers of the Arab countries, because of iis shocking
statistics, revelations, assessments, and conclusions. The western media and institutions rushed
to expose their own assessments and conclusions.
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The AHDR, which covers the present situation in 22 countries from the Atlantic to the Gulf,
seeks to point out glaringly and confront bravely a growing range of polifical, social, cultural,
economic, technical and environmental challenges for the lack of proper education, poor health,
unemployment, poverty, economic deprivation, helpless youth, to peace and human freedom,
women empowerment participation and security. Despite the alarming indications, and warning
signals the report siresses certain encouraging developments and successes over the past three
decades.

4.8.3 Overview of the Arab Human Development Report 2002

Despite stagnation of the political and economic conditions, coupled with unrest, and
conflicts in the region, the report focuses ample light on specific positive developmental aspects
such as:

* Reduction of infant mortality rate by 2/3 for children ages less than 5 years;
* Increase of daily calories intake by individuals,

* Increase of population served by potable water;

* Adult literacy has doubled during the last three decades;

On the negative side, the Report points alarmingly, that the average income of the Arab
citizen is the least in the world, despite oil revenues, coupled with continning decline of GDP per
capita and low human development indicators. The Report attributed these distressing indicators
to absence of political freedom, marginal women participation in political and economic
development, alarming information technology illiteracy rate and poor education. The Report
reveals astonishingly, that certain interest groups in the region benefif from the current status
g, and resist development!!

4.8.4 FEgyptin Focus:
Difficulties, Problems, and Challenges

As the cradle of human civilization, the greater Arab country in terms of its central role,
leadership, population and sconomic activity and as the cultural, religious, tounistic hub of the
Arab world, Egypt has carried the burden of sacrificing its own development needs in favor of its
younger Arab brothers states, If has dedicated its resources in fighting five wars during the last
50 years, at the time when other Arab countries concentrated on building their own economics,
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and furthering their own physical developments, in self appraisal and unguestioned devotion
toward helping others.

The lﬂdi‘-':ﬂlﬂl‘ﬂ in AHDR are a cause of concern for the future Human development in Egypt.
This overview has become mandatory to examine, to evaluate and to point out the directions and
horizons for a better future for Egypt, which She has long been deserving.

Here are some of these disturbing indicators in the Report of the AHDR 2002:

* The average age is 66 years in Egypt as compared to 70 years in Jordan, Oman, and
Bahrain. This also reflects on heath care, standards of living, as indicated expenditure on health,
which is 3.7% of GDP in Egypt as compared to 10:4% in Lebanon and 6.5 in Qatar.

* Nliteracy is 45, 4 % in Egypt, whereas it is 10,8% in Jordan, 14,4% in Lebanon, and 13% in
Bahrain. In fact, except for Mauritania, Egypt ranks as the highest in illiteracy in the Arab world.

* In the Information and communication technology field (ICT) Egypt also is one of the last
with 12 computers / 1000p, as compared to 140 in Bahrain, 136 in Qatar, 46 in Lebanon and
even Mauritania, least developed Arab country boasts 27 pc./1000 p. As to Internet sites, Egypt
has only one site/1000p. as compared to 12 sites’1000 p. in the UAE. As to the number of users,
there are 7/1000p in conirast to 167 users/1000 p in the U.AE.

A pathetic indicator of the lack of regional integration is reflected in the fact that inter
regional trade in the Arab world amounts to nearly 30 billion, whereas the trade between the
Arab countries and western world is tenfold ($ 300 billion 77!).

It is therefore of paramount importance to maximize regional trade and economic
cooperation.

It is high time that Egypt, concentrated on the fulfillment of its own national aspirations, and
focuses upon the uplifting of the conditions of its own population, who have waited for too long
with patience to fulfill their overdue rightful needs and accomplish their weli deserved hopes for
a better future.

It becomes of paramount importance, that the order of priorities must be re-examined and a
visionary new strategy and national renaissance plans be formmulated and realized in order to
address the changing needs and demands, of a brave new world, that could accomplish their
long-awaited dream.
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MNational strategy in this direction should be adopted with proper, scientific, financial and
technological resources. Rewards, compensation, incentives must be guaranteed. A
comprehensive integration and capitalization upon natural and human resources is indispensable
to meet the current challenge of beleaguered dwalupmmt

The example of integration, cooperation and partnerships among geographical entities in
Europe, the Americas and Asia only highlight the necessity for the right atmosphere and
conditions for achieving such regional integration at all levels in the Middle East region, and, by
all means, such inter and intra regonal cooperation, partnerships and integration in trade and in
other facts of the economic sphere as is already evident in the successes of multi-national,
transcontinental companies, which assume a substantial share of global economy.

On the other hand, there is a persistent demand for an intellectual consensus among Arab
thinkers, and scholars to agree upon basic common nafional, cultural and intellectual goals and
objectives aimed at achieving a total Arab renaissance and march. forward a brighter future
disentangled from traditional taboos, systems, archaic customs and thoughts, indulging religious
and spiritual values and trends that can bridge the gaps of backwardness and venture new
frontiers befitting the new challenges in today's world. This will necessarily require that we stop
blaming others for our ills and faults, and that a western devious plot is orchestrated aiming at
destroying our culture and values.

A radical approach is needed to face our own problems and believe in cooperation to
demonstrate to all, the continuum of human civilization, in synchronization with the differences
of cultures, that should be invested creatively for the pood of all.

This strategic creative approach should be capitalized upon and that we need to benefit from
the relevant experiences and successes at other regions in advancing our own developmental
strategies and implementation.

International Perspective, Overview and Conclusion

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in June 1992, in Rio
de Janero proclaimed the Rio Agenda 21, a broad general program of recommendations and
actions by the world community underscoring new ways of investing into main future on earth to
reach sustsinable development during the 21st century. The recommendations included new
ways and means of environmental care, education, and sustainability toward achieving a safer
and just world, in which all life dignity and is celebrated and upheld by all for all.
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It was agreed that the UN will convene after 10 years a follow up conference in
Johannesburg, South Africa, in September 2002, to review, evaluate the implementations by the
" member nations of the Agenda 21, and to recommend a proper plan for action for the future, with
greater participation by the civil society and NGOs and citizen groups, to become active partners,
and to pressure their governments and all institutions to be more concerned and committed to
implement the Agenda 21, given the disappointing performance and inaction during the last
decade, The Johannesburg Earth Summit Agenda was aimed at fostering discussions of specific
environmental issues, as such Climate, oceans, water, forests, energy, bio divémity, agriculture,
among others. These will be hased upon the Rio Apenda 21 declaration signed by 168 countries.

The disturbing climate change and the Green house effect. which have resulted in massive
floods, disasters, destructions, fatalitics and losses that excecded 510 billions in Europe, the
America and Asia underscore the necessity for implementing Agenda 21, Kyoto protocols and all
environmental treaties to save our planet and to achieve a sane sustainable development for a
better, safe future for mankind everywhere. The procrastination and "cold feet" and lack of
commitment by the US and simfilar industrialized countries can only lead to a global catastrophe,
which will harm all people everywhere.

The Human Development plans, policies, and programs and projects, at the global. regional,
national and local level must incorporate the Agenda 21 recommendations to achieve a
susiainabhle development, out to invest wisely for the future of the coming penerations. The
thrusts of these plans will incorporate all aspects related to the protection of biodiversity,
conservation of water resource, and expansion of agriculture in the war on hunger and lack of
shelter, the protection of forests, and oceans, and the air from pollution and green house gases, as
well as better education and health for all people everywhere. There is no escape from the
glaring realities and the ultimate challenge.

485 Conclusion:

Future Outlook and Horizons

Nations change their course only after a radical awakening that shakes their conscience and
institutions at the roots. This fundamental shift must be a basic consensus among all social,
intellectual and cultural directions on a national social strategie plan on the shape of the future to
come for which all parties and factions subscribe and to which they are committed.
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This Plan springboard should include necessanly political partnership and participation of all
major directions and colors in a pluralistic democracy to contribute to and share in plotting the
path ahead and shaping the future.

It is necessary to ensure participation of all social groups, factions, and beliefs in governance,
decision making, management, and implementation at all levels and sectors.

The plan is mandatory to respect and observe that the rule of law is upheld and safeguarded
by all no matter what or who.

The protection of private property, investments and personal and corporate nghts be
supported and defended by all, through the protection and patronage of the human rights. The
prevision of opportunities and possibilities for the fulfillment of human identity and aspirations
under protection of the law needs to be maintained. Implementation of the amendments of
human and spiritual values, especially in Islamic countries should be upheld and shielded, in
addition, to religious beliefs, in unity, integrity, solidarity, cooperation, encouragement of
morality, ethics and goodness.

The engagement of the individual and family on one side, and the civil society and
government organizations on the other side, should lead to shared shouldered responsibilities and
joint implementation of national goals with government civil societies and individuals at all
levels,

The eradication of illiteracy, the improvement of health care, the upgrading of educational
contents and standards, the greater participation of women in all walks and levels of life, the
recruitment and employment of all marginal groups, regardless of age, sex, creed, color, or
ethnic origin, are primary springboards of any sensible and dependable national plan.

The openness towards other cultures and experiments is a necessary element of any national
resurrections:; other cultures or civilizations must not be branded as good or bad, hostile or
enemies.

Human development must benefit from and cooperate with developments worldwide, based
on interest and mutual benefits in the age of globalization.

Horizons of a Fulfilling Strategic and National Comprehensive Human Development
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The horizons and thrusts of a comprehensive human development should be translated into
various spheres and axes of action and operations:-

* AT THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL LEVEL:

Because of Egypt's geopolitical pivotal role, Egypt should pursue and become an active
partner to cooperate and interact with the European, Mediterrancan, Arab, Afncan, and Islamic
circles with balanced priorities and interests.

* AT THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LEVEL:

It is fundamental that industrial, touristic, and agricultural developments, with emphasis on’
natural expansion be emphasized. The aim is to adopt a national development plan, strategy,
which aims at a balanced redistribution of the population away from the present narrow corridor
development along the Mile River. Mew untapped regions East and West should be focused upon
to reach development of 25 % of Egypt, instead of the current 9%. A new national circulation
and transportation network should support the new development regions in three dimensions,
North and South and East and West.

Meanwhile, the unemployment problem is crucial. According to the AHDR, open
unemployment in the Arab regions, has been estimated to be 12 million 1995. This figure is
expected to fise to 25 million by 2010,

As a matter of fact, 500,000 are added to the job market annually in Egypt alone, and there is
no hope for their employment, given the current 2 per cent annual growth of the Egyptian
Economy and the 2.2 per cent population increase, estimated by the World Bank declarations.

* AT THE WOMEN EMPOWERMENT LEVEL :

According to the Arab Human Development Report, a deficit in women's empowerment has
manifested itself in women's political and economic participation, which remains the lowest in
the world in quantitative terms. Women occupy only 3.5 percent of parliamentary seafs in Arab
couniries, compared to 11 per cent in Arab Sub Saharan Africa. One in every two women can
neither, write or read, and in many countries of the region, women suffer from violence (more
than 40%) from unequal citizenship and unfair legal entitlements.

There is a persistent need to adopt a more effective family planning program, for all
development improvements are consumed by the spiral of the population bomb", keeping the
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hope of advancement in abeyance or distant. The current population of seventy million people in
Egvpt is expected to reach 100 million in the year 2020. The Ministty of Health and Population
is working at present toward controlling the population increase in a five year program.

* WATER RESOURCES LEVEL :

The next war will certainly be triggered by water shortage. Egypt must conceive its water
resources limited anmually to it share of 55 millions m® to meet demands of increase of
population, agriculture, urbanization and industry.

* AT THE EDUCATION LEVEL :

A very important propeller of a sane development lies in the upgrading of educational
standards and quality of education, elimination of illiteracy and its interactive synchronization
with the national development goals.

The current brain drain to westemn countries may be stemmed by offering better opportunities
at home that is more lucrative, a matter which would attract distinguished Egyptian professionals
abroad to come back home to help in enriching research on development efforts and operations.

Without a national strategic plan for education reform program, there is a little hope
accelerate forward.

* AT THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH LEVELS

Although medical and healthcare have substantially improved, yet there is a great deal of
work and projects that must be implemented. Human development is dependent entirely on the
two legs: education and health. Generally speaking, population and civil society participation are
vital for the present central top fo bottom directions, which are insensitive and irresponsive to
actual needs. Through such participation the flow of information and fulfillment of needs could
move from the bottom - uprwards.

i VIR NTAL LEVEL :

Although pew oil and gas reservoirs are steadily dizcovered, but still with growing
population development needs, Egypt may not be able to export oil or gas in the very near future.
Mew sources of rengwable energy through solar, wind or wave or geothermal sources must be
tapped to meet development needs. Through using regional and international power grids, Egypt
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could continue to cooperate with the countries in the region in maximizing the use of its energy
output. '

* At the Information and communication technology levels

The current HDI show Egypt trailing some Arab countries in this field, It is most crucial that
the cumrent deficiencies and shortages be overcome, in order to match and interact with the
information revolution. It has become a major foreign exchange resource in China, India, and
Ismael. Egypt is trailing behind. Silicone valleys in Sinail or elsewhere must not compets now in 8
declining market that is suffering a tough competition. She is a comparatively a late comer. New
horizons in this growing field must be studied and focused upon to accomplish an assumed
advantage in the world market.

* REFLECTIONS:

In conclusion, the bells of alarm have tolled, and the call for reawaking and =self appraisal and
commitment is loud and clear, The targets are well defined and the challenges are awesome, but
the path forward is well known. The resources are available, and the will to change the destiny
and the history is strong and mighty. There is no alternative but to march forward to a brave
horizon of unlimited potentials and promises.
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4.9 Development as apartheid

Al-Ahram Weekly 22 - 28 August 2002 Issue No. 600-Opinion

Technology may shll be hamessed to create a  better foture, write Mohsen
Zahran* and Sherine Amin¥* -- but only if we address the divisions which it has caused.

It is over 50 vears since George Orwell predicted in 1984 that technological and polifical
developments would create a new world -- one in which human beings would be designed,
standardised and systematised, and only the heslthy, the intelligent and the useful would be
permitted to survive.

At the time, the proposition bordered on science fiction, and was easily dismissed as fantasy.
Then, no one could have predicted that the rapid pace of scientific and technological
breakthroughs during the last two decades of the twentieth century might lead to at least part of
Orwell's prophecy being realised.

The present global situation is marked by huge disparities between the industrialised
countries and the "developing” world. This gap represents a shocking injustice by any measure,
whether it be in terms of the pace of progress, the quality of life, economic growth, access to
education, knowledge and information, the standard of social services, employment opportunities
or respect for human rights.

Not only do these gaps exist, but they are constantly widening along numerous lines of
segregation: between the North and the South, the 'haves' and the 'have nots', the GE and the
G77/ G135, the black and the white, the developed and the less developed, the hopeful and the
hopeless, the donors and their "beneficiaries”. The world we live in is marked by a multi-
dimensional apartheid, as people are separated from one another over and over again -- by
colour, creed, race, social status, language, and economic condition.

Yet behind this technicolour display of rampant de facto, if not de jure, discrimination, the
underlying cause is only too glaringly obvious.

It is the affluence and intense economic development of the rich which threaten both the
survival of our global environment and the livelihoods of the poor. Despite the Rio Earth
Summit, the Kyoto Protocol and countless TTNEP conferences, global environmental conditions
continue to deteriorate at an alarming rate. The greenhouse effect and global warming, caused by
fossil fuel emissions from motor transport, electricity generation, factories and agriculture, have
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melting of the polar ice caps are already leading to the destruction of homes, the loss of
investments and jobs, and the aggravation of poverty. Meanwhile, the developing countries
suffer disproportionately from failing crops and natural disasters, while the industrialised nations
continue to support sysiematic deforestation in the South and President Bush reneges on the US's
support for the Kyoto Protocol.

" Elsewhere, new breakthroughs in genetic engineering and biotechnological research have
opened up a previously unimagined Pandora's box of promises and challenges. And again, it is
the industrialised countries which have benefited most from such fantastic developments, while
the majority of the world's 6.5 billion people continue to suffer under the combined burdens of
poor health, poverty, debt, epidemic disease and moral desperation.

Consider the following disturbing indicators:

* Only one-sixth of the world's population have access to potahle water,
* Nearly one billion people are hungry or malnourished.

* Almost 200 million children are underweight.

* 40 million people are infected with HIV, nearly 75 per cent of them in Africa alone. Three
million die annually of HI'V-related illnesses.

* One billion people live on less than one dollar a day, and two billion have to get by on less
than two dollars a day.

* The wealth of the 250 richest individuals in the world is equal to that of the poorest three
billion.

* 40 per centl of agricultural land in the developing world is already degraded, and that
percentage is constantly rising.

* Serious health problems are reflected in rampant epidemics, high infant mortality rates,
shorter life spans and malnuirition. Unless drastic steps are taken to increase access to treatment,
it is expected that within one generation almost half of the world population will die.

* The developed countries spend 250 times as much on research as the less developed
nations.
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The last two decades have seen substantial fimds poured into research in the industrialised
nations, by governments, academic institutions and the private sector. For example, the Western
biotechnology industry spent 11 billion US dollars on research in 2000 alone.

The list of pioneering achievements which this kind of money can buy is endless, Take the
area of public health and medical research. We have seen new medication developed, tested, and
marketed to treat a previously "untreatable" condition — HIV/AIDS. Owver 100 approved
recombinant DNA products have been developed, along with new treatments for TB, malaria and
cancer, to name but a few. There have been major breakthroughs in our knowledge of genomics
and proteomics, including the recent triumph when the human genome code was cracked. Stem
cell and bone morrow cell technologies have provided new ways of addressing the problem of
organ replacement and transplants, Nanotechnology, once a science fantasy, i1s now increasingly
widely used in biological research, as in medical practice. Human cloning, and designer babies,
are both apparently within our reach.

Agriculture too has been a focus for heavy investment in research, and the results are
everywhere to be seen. Globally, nearly 55 million hectares are now under genetically modified
(GM)} crops, which promise higher vields and pest resistance. Even now, GM strains of common
crops are being developed which could be imigated with salt water. This holds out the prospect
that one day we will be able to harvest the sea and ocean floors, as we wage war on hunger and
food shortages. Faced with the needs of the growing world population, we need a new agro-
industrial revolution. This will not be achieved without a profound commitment to investment in
research and development.

Yet these huge technological achievements are not "free’; the moral and political problems
they pose are as great as the benefits they promise. To date, these achievements have largely
served the needs of the developed nations, who are the primary funders of massive research
efforts. But the needs of the 'rich North' are fundamentally different from those of the 'poor
South'. Northern consumers want variety and quality, whereas Southem consumers crave access
to essentials they are cumrently denied. As a result, what the people of the South see is less a
string of glorious triumphs, than the power of technology, and the power of those who control it,
together with all the attendant risks and inevitable compromises. They believe, for example, that
genetic research is primarily reserved for application in the North. And they know that when
developing countries are allowed to benefit from new technology, it iz often only available to
them at a prohibitively high cost (e.g. HIV drugs).

For them, this radiant future can look uncannily similar to Orwell's dystopic vision or
Huxley's "brave new world". DNA screening could easily lead to the invasion of privacy and
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infringement of human rights through discrimination. Human cloning and designer babies are
felt by many to be morally repellent, whether on religious grounds or not, while the GM
revolution is seen in many quarters not as abolishing hunger, but as opening up a new era of bio-
colomialism. While lurking in the background we can discern the spectre of eugenics.

Meanwhile, the majority of the world's population continue to live in an environment
characterised by injustice, inequality, deprivation, poverty and suffering. These conditions breed
violence, crime, and terrorism. It is out of this instability that challenges will arise to the
established system. Indeed, what we are seeing now may well be the beginning of the end for
that triumphant liberalism which has denied so many their basic human rights.

Francis Fukuyama has pointed out that in biotechnology good and evil are intimately linked.
The same technology that promises to cure children of cystic fibrosis, or their parents of
Alzheimer's disease, alzso opens up possibilities which are the cavse of grave moral doubts;
human cloning, designer babies, drogs that enhance rather than heal, and the creation of human-
animal hybrids.

In the face of this challenge, Fukuyama argues that countries must regulate and control the
development and use of biotechnology by pelitical means. He calls for national, regional, even
global bodies to be set up, which can discriminate between those technological advances that
could help humanity flourish, and those which threaten human dignity and well-being.

Arriving at any kind of consensus on such delicate issues is likely to be a long-term project.
But even if regulation can be made to work, it will be meaningless, unless we also take steps to
address the unequal distribution of the world's scientific and technological resources which is
responstble for so much violence and despair.

We need a pro-active international policy to overcome the apartheid that lies at the heart of
the "information society”, We need to promote science and education in our societies, through
the media, schools and other public fora. Centres of excellence for scientific research and
technological development should be established in the developing regons, as is already the case
in India and China, to encourage cooperation and share knowledge, resources and expertise.

We need to look at how we can restore public confidence in botechnological advances. In
particular, we need to ensure that the benefits of biotech are equally available and affordable to
all countries and societies.
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Then, if we do manage to eliminate the divisions that disfipure our world, we may be able to
restore some sense of our common destiny, and there may even be a future for us to look forward
Lo.

* Mohsen Zahran is professor emeritus of Urban and Environmental Planning at
Alexandria University, and counselor to the director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
Sherine Amin is a research specialist at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
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4.10 Energy Future and Sustainable Environmental Development:
The Absolute Necessity of the Renewable and Nuclear
Alternatives

The Rio Earth Summit was pivotal in bnng:u:lg global attention to the understanding that our
planet's environmental problems were intimately linked to economic conditions and problems of
social injustice, instability and secunity. Rio emphasized that social environmental and economic
needs must be met in balance, synchronization and complementarity with each other for
sustainable outcomes in the short, medium and long terms. It showed that poverty and decline of
national economy reflect negatively and seriously on the environment and the human conditions.
Similarly, the abuse and deterioration of the environmental resources and situation cause human
suffering and economic decline. It was glaringly clear to all participant governments and NGOs
that local actions and decisions may induce, or trigger, plobal repercussions of far- reaching
dimensions and consequences. Having reviewed the events agenda and activities, the
recommendations of Johannesburg Summit 2002, and having reviewed in detail the UNDP
Human Development Report 2002, the Arab Human Feport 2002, the UNCTAD 2002 Report
overview and the International Nuclear Council's Committee Report, Visions and Strategies for
the first half of the 21st Century, it was abundantly clear that energy lies at the root of most
global problems facing environmental development, sustainability, security, stability, peace and
globalization. It has become the common denominator and propeller of most global crises,
problems and urgent issues. The World Summit 2002 recommendations would be worthless and
pointless if common understanding, commitment and concerted actions are not addressed agreed
upon and implemented vigorously by all.

Overview of UN Resolutions on the Enviromment Energy and Development shows
that energy future is now most critical for fumre social, economic and environmental
sustainability, the key theme of Agenda 21. Accordingly, it is no exaggeration that Energy
Future could be addressed as the Earth Future for it fundamentally affects all the contents in the
constitution of Agenda 21, To implement its recommendations, various UN. Agencies and
regional commissions held annial meetings in preparation for the Earth Summit to assess and
evaluate the implementation of the Rio Summit after 10 years.

4.10.1 Future Challenges and Horizons:

The current global rate of population increase is adding 100 million people annually since
2001, population of 6.5 billion. This increase is occurring mainly in the poorer countnes, while
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the population of the rich countries is steadily decreasing. This world population will be nearly
doubled by the middle of the 21st century reaching approximately 10 billion people. The quality
of life is related to the national wealth, which is strongly dependent on the use of energy. Now
the citizens of the affluent socictics, due to the increasing encrgy consumption and the higher
level of the quality of life it affords, enjoy healthier living, live longer and happier,
comparatively the less fortunate countries suffer from hunger, disease underdevelopment, and
debilitating poverty,. They manage far fewer resources, and use about one-tenth as much energy
per person as compared to the wealthier societics. Obviously, they need more energy to
overcome the present distressing scourges and underdevelopment.

Chemical energy from fossil fuel (coal, oil, gas) accounts for 80% of plobal energy use. Fossil
fuel use is projected to mcrease. In fifty years oil reserves will support this rising demand.
However, there is a considerable uncertainty about the amounts of both fossil fuels and uraninm
that will be discovered in the future, while there is a growing international concern and
commitments through the Rio Apenda 21, of 1992, the Kyoto protocol of 2000, and the
Johannesburg 2002 Declarations aboul the adverse environmental effects of emissions and the
devastating preenhouse pases, global warming and proven climate changes and global natural
dizasters. Accordingly, it is of a paramount importance that the energy and oil industries and
research establishments continue to develop options for future energy supply and new renewable
energy resources that are environmentally, frendly, affordable, dependable and promising.

4.10.2 The Future of Renewable Energy

Among other available clean energy resources, hydroelectricity is the only renewable energy
used commercially, projected to supply sbout 2% of the future energy demand, whereas the
biomass energy, a renewable chemical energy, could be doubled to about 12% of future demand.
While intensive research is being intensified for other renewable energies such as wind, wave,
geothermal, solar or other, non are yet in commercial and affordable use. The prospect of
harnessing the sun energy has spurred a number of recent developments and advances that may
lead in the near future to economical solar energy. However, experts argue that this renewable
energy sources, recommended to increase to 15% of the total energy use in the next two decades,
will not contribute substantially to global energy comsumption in the foreseeable future.
However, the final declaration of the second Earth Summit evaded inclusion of this percentage.

In consideration of development of fuel resource diversity, environmental concemns factored
heavily into electric utility resource planning, renewable energy technologies, through the use of
biomass, geothermal, hydropower, photovoltaic, solar or thermal. Wind or wave as possible
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energy source are beginning to find their proper focus in the utility resource arena. Special
attention is being given to economic, performance, environmental impact and benefit dimensions
of renewable energy resources and technologies. Meanwhile, as "Technology Review" asserts,
massive R&D projects have concentrated on finding other sources than fossil fuel to overcome
air polation from gas emissions, and the subsequent global warming. Already engines have been
developed using hydrogen gas derived from water, which gives clean energy to engines
especially to motor vehicles. The horizons of this renewable energy resource are very promising
and wide open to unlimited potentialities and benefits. However, the cost of the use of hydrogen
is s0 far three times that of gasoline. Serious R&D efforts, in view of the prototypes developed
by BMW using space rocket technology, coupled with proper marketing, operation and
maintenance networks and other technicalities are yet to be perfected. In his state of the Union
address in January 2003, President Bush stressed the US commitment to the development of
energy sources, especially hydrogen, for meeting the present needs and future demands.
"Technology Review" reports in the August 2002 issue, that recent research and development in
the renewable energy source of wind power has produced a wind turbine that takes in and
replaces profitably fossil fuels. Similarly, wave power research has lead to the invention of a
promising renewable energy resource for eleciric energy using the tide movements which is also
as promising and rewarding for the production of a new cheap clean energy resource, as proven
by solar energy developments, have already been demonstrated by MIT scientists (TR, Feb.
2002)

4.10.3 The Nuclear Alternative:

Although there has been much fear and concem regarding the use of nuclear energy, given
Chemobyl and the Three-mile island accidents, as well as the problem of dispoesition of nuclear
wastes, nuclear power accounts at present to nearly 7% of the world energy needs, mostly in the
developed world, With the constraints of environmental, psychological and human dimensions,
and the limitations of the fuel resources, the International Muclear Societies Council envisions
that Nuclear power, based on the use of mainly uranium and thorium, will be called upon to
provide as much higher percentage of the escalating energy demand, especially for penerating
clectricity, which is e¢conomical, convenient to wuse, clean and comparatively, and
environmentally, more appealing. The dependence on electric energy is increasing steadily.
Accordingly, the present demand for the construction of 30-50 1000 M.W, nuclear power plants
annually will be nearly doubled to about 100 GW. per year, by the middie of the next century.
However, due to the potential hazards intermnational and human fear, the topic of the use of
miclear energy is emotive and fundamental to the future of nuclear energy as a sustainable
technology. With responsible efforts made by the industry, studies have shown that the safe
disposal of radioactive waste technologically, environmentally and economically is achievable.
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Convincing decisions must be made especially with regard to the green parties, civil societies
and other NGOs, world wide, to demonstrate the effectiveness of the technology of gafe handling
of the dupm-ﬂl of wastes, balancing risks and benefits in the public interest and the good of
humanity. Resolution of this issue will require the cooperation, effort and determination of the
industry, regulations and politicians. The use of this technology will lead o public reassurance
on the safety of nuclear energy, and a greater acceptance and implementation of its usage.

4.10.4 The Energy Future in Egypt:

The Energy future in Egypt is promising, especially after the recent discoveries in the
Mediterranean Sea, the Western Desert and the Gulf of Suez, These discoveries have increased
the oil resources to nearly 4 billion barrels of crude oil and 60 trillion cubic feet of natural gas,
Q0% of which is near the Mediterranean coast. This reassures the Egyptian energy fiture
demands during the next two decades. However, the spiraling rise in consumption and demand
due to mushrooming wrbanization and rapid development necessitate serious planning and
development of other energy alternatives. The situation is now urgent and requires national
action and solid commitment. Egypt has been emphasizing other renewable energy sources from
hydroelectric, wind and solar energy. According to the UNDP Arab Human Development Report
2004, electricity consumption per capita has risen from 380 Kgfcap in 1980 to 900 Kg of oil
equivalent/capita in 1999, GDP unit of energy use (PPP USS/Kg of oil equivalent) has increased
from 3.5 to 4.9. Energy production, thus, has risen from 1.45 quadrllion btu to 2.72, while
energy consumption has almost tripled from 0L08 in 1980 to 0.22 in 1999, which has increased
carbon dioxide emissions from 1.48 to 3.98 million metric tons of carbon equivalent in 1999 (1.7
metric tons/capita). To tackle this situation, there is a greater need to implement quickly national
program and plan of action, aimed at expanding renewable energy sources, including the nuclear
plan, in order to insure the energy needs and future demands of a comprehensive and integrated
human development, environmentally, socially, economically, technologically and culturally.

The recent Government decision to pursue seriously the construction of four nuclear power
plants of 1000 megawatis each , after nearly 20 years of postponement due to fear of probable
contamination and pollution hazards after the Chemobyl tragic explosion, is both wise and
tmely, especially after new nuclear technology improvements , measures and safepuards have
been developed and successfully implemented worldwide! The future of energy development
and use in Egypt is also related to capitalization on sharing resources and cooperation with
countries in the Arab and Mediterranean regions through integrated electricity and gas networks,
for mutual strategic benefits and interests, within integrated regional plans, projects and treaties.
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4.10.5 CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the future of energy is linked cardinally to the future of sustainable
development worldwide. The Earth Summit of 2002 in Johannesburg has emphasized the role of
renéwable energy in development in its final Declaration. Although the conference participants
have cxpressed their disappointment at the achievements of Agenda 21 since the UN Rio
conference in 1992, there has been an agreement among all participating nations, youth groups
and NGO that greater efforts and commitments by all nations, organizations, corporations and
individuals to implement the Summit Declarations to save our planet earth and to help alleviate
grievances, injustices, insecurity and violations by governments, institutions or industries,

The challenges of sustainable human development are abound, but the will to address the
problems and overcome the obstacles is determined, Certainly, the horizons for a brighter,
healthier and promising future for all mankind, in both the developed north and the poor
underdeveloped south, are wide open and indeed unlimited. They shall be truly enlightening and
abundantly fulfilling, in which all life has dignity, and is celebrated and upheld by all for all.
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Chapter Five: Education

5.1 Egyptian Education In Crisis 7!
5.2 A Betrayal of Trust and Conscience!

5.3 Rout learning
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5.1 Egyptian Education In Crisis ?!

Recently a 25 year old master's class research student revealed to me that she has never
before opened a single book and read it fully , or even read any newspaper! Like her colleagues,
_ she betrayed her scant knowledge of her undergraduate courses or pre-college education.
Elsewhere, my 12 year old car mechanic apprentice told me that he dropped oul of clementary
school during the sixth prade, and he can't read or write, and has not learned basic math of
addition and subtraction! These examples are omnipresent and typical everywhere. They are
staggering, penetrating, revealing, shocking and alarming; they reflect the present status quo of
the Egyptian educational fallacy!

A few decades ago the US Presidential Commission published a report entitled "A Nation in
Crises" depicting the disturbing situation of education in the US. It could have as well reflected
the situation in Egypt, or even worse. However, the US adminstration tock it seriously, and
confronted the challenge head on, and acted upon it promptly to rectify their problems and

upgrade the deteriorating situation. The condition in Egypt is bewildering indeed and demands
" national action and cardinal commitment — relentless , comprehensive and uncompromising!

The fallacy and consequences of free education are painfully recognized and endured by all.
The state is subsidizing the education of the rich who provide cars for their children to drive
daily to college , as evidenced in the thousands of parked cars in and around campuses
everywhere , they pay LE 5000/course/student for private lessons, with a total annual cost of LE
50000/student 17The 2007 UNDP World Development Report reminds us that the annual per
capita income in Egypt was in 2005 $1207 (LE 6500)!7. Meanwhile, college graduates "study"”
primarily course summares and digests, only to pass exams , and leam wvery little about
curriculum content; hence the sharp decline in the guality of education! Thanaweya ama diploma
(High school certificate) is only good for securing a high score for admission in the prestige
colleges (Kolleyat Alkema). The national rush to reserve a place in the university is the goal of
every child and parent, The hectic race begins even much earlier, when parents rush to reserve &
place for their newbomn at the nursery school.The viscous empty circle is truly disheartening,
illusive and disappointing! The old nostalgic folk song reminds all: Where have all the flowers
gone?...Will they ever learn/...7?

The virtual collapse and critical situation of education is plainly recognized and felt by all
concerned, the symptoms and manifestations and grave indicators are both glaring and alarming,
as evidenced in the emphasis on guantity versus quality, the multitodes of large virtually
incompetent student pupation , overcrowded classes , shortages or lack of resources, meager
educational spaces and facilities, shortage of qualified teachers, low pay, inadequate curricula ,
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minimal or no labs, poor languages even in language schools , inadequate and Ffaulty
examinations , capitalization on memorization at the expense of intellectual comprehension |, lack
of fairplay , lack of transparency, burglarization of research work and manuscripts , nepotism ,
partiality,... among many others. The result is millions of jobless" graduates” , who have very
little hope in the future, and who are not equipped or prepared to work professionally |, inapt ,
disqualified, inefficient , undependable , and barely accountablel This is a critical inflammable
natonal liability—alarmingly ticking and serionsly hurting! Disappointingly, the national
development manpower necds are not met or reflected in the educational system, which doesn't
provide needed professional capabilities or technical abilities. Consequently, graduates must
receive proper training , and additional knowledge to meet developmental tasks and needs.

Thus , it is not surprising, therefore, to learn that the latest 2007 Spanish report on the top
200 vmiversities worldwide, published recently in Madrid, has echoed the earlier 20052006
Chinese reports indicating that 62% of the top universities are located in north America , 31% in
Burope , and 4% n both Asia and Latin America , with none in Africa 1?7 The reports thus prove
that the developed world prides itself in having most of the top universities, which have
bolstered the high performance of economic achievements, coupled with social , coltural and
human development. They spend more than 5% of their GDP on their research projects as
compared to 0.2% in Egypt! The reports also expose the known facts that most Noble Price
laureates in the various fields of knowledge illuminate brilliantly the research achievements of
those top universities stafl. It also goes without saying that during the last Olympic Games in
Athens the atheletes of the developed countries reaped most of the medals! Concurrently,
developing countries , alas , are suffering consequently from the absence of distinguished
colleges and a continuing decline in economic , social , cultural , and human conditions , except
in the few cases of the leaping tigers of south east Asia, like South Korea and Malaysia, which
capitalized during the last two decades on educational reform and uplifting,

In Egypt it was hoped in the beginning that private universities would improve the situation |,
beside absorbing the many thousands of high school graduates who had no chance to enter
government universities. However, the nearly 15 new private universifies are charging nearly
LE30000/year for tuition , and they have burglarized the national universities staff | lack proper
academic resources and facilities and thus have failed to provide guality education, as have done
the prestigious, non-profit private universities in the US or Burope. "The education business"
now is in fashion with most prominent business tycoons involved for reasons of their own. The
current inflation spiral is exponentially boosting prices of goods, services and real estate, as well
as the educational bill, thus maximizing the cost, burdens, distress and despair in every
househaold!
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The solution must originate from a national comprehensive commitment to catapult the
quality of education to a high world level, and to capitalize on the pursuit of world level
excellence in education and research without adherence to bureaucratic framework or salary
scales. Free education has become lame and impotent, and has failed to propel the nation
forward. It has certainly caused decline and regress! What is given free is considered valueless
and worthless! In fact it has been defacto not free but very costly both tangibly and intangibly, to
the detriment and the future of the nation. Education must be at cost , with scholarships provided
only to support the education of the gifted | the distingnished and the underprivileged. Let us
ghandon the ostrich — like approach and rise to the call of radical reform and renmissance, as have
Japan , Korea , Malaysia , China , and India. Private universities must not be established before
securing their own adequate material and human resources , facilities and capabilities even if
they have to employ highly qualified foreign staff or reputed expatriates who could be seconded
from top universities worldwide, whatever the cost. Research budgets must be boosted to not less
than 5% of the GDP, and proper educational facilities and capabilities must be provided to meet
the new challenges. The horizons are vast and open , the hopes of the awaiting millions are
ambitious and plentiful ,the future is unfolding and the will to change is abundant.

28/4/2008
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5.2 A Betrayal of Trust and Conscience!

July 6, 2008

The latest embarrassing disclosure of wide-scale cheating and a Iabyrinth of corruption at the
final examination of the General Certificate of Secondary Education in the Menya Governorate,
and perhaps elsewhere in Egypt, has exposed flagrantly the depth and breadth of corruption and
betrayal of responsibility, trust, and conscience. Officials at various levels in the education,
security, health and other sectors as well as members of the Parliament have been implicated.
Although the Attorney General and his staff rushed to the scene to investigate, the proliferation
of the crisis of the disclosure and selling of exam papers has been shocking, embarrassing and
scandalous to the government and to the Egyptian people, for it revealed beyond a doubt that the
education system is in a dilemma, fallacious, lame, and impotent.

Although cheating and corruption in the General Certificate of Secondary Education has
been well known, and similar incidents have been reported for years, this tragic breakdown of
the system and conscience has sent tremors everywhere in Egypt and abroad, exposing the
dilapidation of the educational system as well as its well known serious flaws and short-comings.
This has been long pointed out and known involving teachers, administrators, officials, parents
and society in general. It betrays poor standards, archaic curricula, private lessons, profit-
seeking private schools and universities, poor salaries, inadequate classes, shortage of facilities
and resources, over population, among other culprits, with emphasis only on proforma exams
and the award of diplomas and certificates, at the expense of the quality of education, which lays
abound in shambles, Students are trained only in the techniques of answering questions and
scoring high grades 'g:num] certificate cxams to enter higher education with scant
comprehension of real knowledge or proper learning !! This has been recognized in many
studies, media reports and conferences held recently at the national level, as being unfit to propel
Egypt forward to meet the challenges of poverty, the pressing demands of the B0 million
population explosion, and the long awaited need for progress and prosperity.

The erisis is not limited to education but it has its parallels in services and production sectors,
including elections, on which the government is spending massive subsidies of hundreds of
billions of Egyptian pounds , alas, without achieving the intended goals and the needed
objectives. The current sifuation tolls the bells loudly for all to wake up and act conscientiously
without hesitation, but with ample will, resolve and determination to save the nation. Any hope
for a promising future rests upon a dedicated leadership to institute urgent reform immediately,
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coupled with a needed and enlightened renaissance in order to propel a far reaching, extensive,
intensive and comprehensive development on all fronts and at all levels. The time is now and the
place is here.
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5.3 Rout learning

Since the Shanghai Jiao Tong University's Institute of Higher Education published its annual
report on the world's top 500 universities, many of us have been gripped by despair. Cairo
University excepted, not a single Arab institution of higher learning made it onto the list, In all of
Africa, only Egyvpl and South Africa appeared at all. According to the study, 433 of the world's
top universities are in Western Europe, North America and Japan, 350 in the G-8 countries.

The message is that economic development is inextricably linked to academic excellence.
The opposite holds equally true. Backward nations typically suffer from low scientific as well as
social and humanitarian standards; scholars don't seem to prosper in the developing world, As it
stands, scientific achievement is exclusive to industrialised nations.

A country of over a billion people, China is now growing at 12 percent, yet the report reveals
it has only nine of the world's top 500 universities. Likewise Taiwan and Hong Kong, with 10
institutions between them; though these two countries’ standard of living is much higher than
China's. India, with nearly a billion people, does not boast more than two universities. India is
well known for its scholarships; but together with Russia — also rated at two universities -- much
of its research is not published in international periodicals, rendering it irrelevant. When all is
said and done, the economic factor is the most decisive. At $21 trillion, NAFTA's gross national
preduct is nearly equal to that of the European countries combined; North America has 290
institutions on the list, 85 more than Europe, including Eastern Europe, and more than half of the
world's.

Egypt's appearance on the list would have been good news if not for one small detail. In
an Al-Ahraminterview published on 4 September 2006, the university president concedes that, if
not for three graduates who went on to receive the Nobel Prize — Naguib Mahfour, Mohammad
El-Baradei and Yasser Arafat -- the institution would never have made it. That the Nobel Prize is
among the criteria was just a stroke of Juck. Of the Nobel lavreates in question, indeed — one
novelist and two politicians -- not one received the prize in recognition of academic
achievement. Compared to 55 universities from the northern Mediterranean (Greece, Italy,
France, and Spain) -- four from South Africa and five from Latin America -- there were none at
all from the southern Mediterranean, except for Cairo University, Crisis? It would seem so. We
are always complaining about Western dominance, but the proverb says, "He who works with his
axe thinks with his head." If we want to break the West's hegemony, we need to make some
academic headway.
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Of course, academic listings are not the only sign of progress; and China's study gives too
much weight to international awards and research published in English. Humanities figure
prominently, for example, but in the Arab world the vast majority of humanities research is never
published in English. Criteria relating to size and proportionate academic distinction further
diminish Arab chances. All of which should not detract from the message that it is time we
started fixing our educational system. According to former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad, progress in Malaysia started with an overhaul of education. Even countries that are
far ahead of us — the US, the UK, France and Russia, for example -- are continually reasscssing
their academic work.

In this context a few points come to mind. An overhaul of the pre-college schooling is
required, and admissions should be poverned by department-specific exams, not general
secondary school results, Educators, especially ymiversity professors, should be granted lucrative
wages in return for working full time in a specific institotion - we must put an end to the system
whereby their time is divided among several institutions, with no time set aside for research.
Private universities that do not have adequate material and human resources should not be built,
let alone allowed to rob the state-run universities of their faculty. Bylaws for faculty promotion,
too, must be revised -- putting an end to nepotism, plagiarism and substandard research. The
institutions must be provided with sufficient funding for reference material, laboratories and
other facilities.

This is not an exhaustive list, but with these ends in view, it will at least be possible to
reconsider the educational system as part of the country's infrastructure, which the recent spate of
train crashes shows is in dire need of reform. Schools and hospitals are being privatised,
presumably to save money, but the result is that the country will be losing out in the long run.
Perhaps it is time to pay attention not to how much we are spending, but to how we spend it.
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Criterin used by ihe Fhanghal Jise Tong University's Institote of Higher Education to renk universities
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6.1 Lessons from Sandy

Issue Mo 1121, & Movember, 2012

Preparedness in the face of natural disasters is an obligation governments must bear all the more
as global warming intensifies their impact, writes Mohsen Zahran

Along with the rest of the world, we followed the news of Hurricane Sandy as it swept up the
eastern seaboard of the US, threatening the Tives and property of people in cight states, especially
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Mew York. Local and federal authorities had to caotion some
40 million people against the dangers of this unprecedentedly huge and vicious storm. But thanks
to advanced satellite and meteorological technology, it was possible to monitor Sandy’s progress,
to predict when it would head north from the Caribbean, and to identify the major centres it
would strike, thereby enabling the implementation of precautionary measures to minimise human
and economic loss.

The damage that Sandy wrought as it tore through the Caribbean made it clear just how
destructive this hurricane was, Having claimed hundreds of casualties and decimated residential
communities and tourist and recreational sites there, Sandy notified American cities to the north
of exactly what it had in store for them. To prepare for this, President Barack Obama declared
states of emergency for several states, rendering them eligible for federal financial aid and relief
services, while several state governments acted similarly for cities and towns that would fall in
Sandy’s trajectory. In addition, two days before the hurricane would hit land at Atlantic City,
New Jersey, numerous precautionary measures were implemented, notably:

- Schools, povernment offices and the New York Stock Exchanpge were closed.

- The operations of underground and surface transportation networks were suspended,

- Some 350,000 people were evacuated from coastal areas that would be affected by the
BROTIN.

- Commercial and US naval vessels docked in the area’s ports were moved out to sea.

- Hospitals, the Red Cross and civil defence units were put on alert,

- The National Guard was brought in to assist employees in local utility and public service
administrations and to guard evacuated areas,

- Private wvehicles were banned from using public thoroughfares except in cases of
Hmergency.

- Media outlets were instructed to publicise up-to-the-minute reports on developments related
to the storm.
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On Tuesday night, 30 October 2012, the mammoth hurricane struck the states of New Jersey
and New York, and particularly the coastal New York City, the world’s capital of trade and
finance, destroying docks and yachts, seaside resorts and coastal residential areas. Torrential rain
and high-tide seas flooded streets under several feet of water which, in New York City, poured
_into the subways and flooded the tunnels connecting Manhattan with other parts of the city and
New Jersey. The rushing floods swept through the streets and into houses throughout the 12 long
hours of this unprecedentedly huge hurricane whose flood-related damage was exacerbated by
the fact that it coincided with a high tide.

But emergency and relief teams speedily moved to the rescue of the stranded and to put out
fires that broke out in some 100 houses. Meanwhile, utility repair teams set to work to restore
electricity to 10 million people, to get transportation services in operation again, to remove fallen
trees and debris, and to pump out water from flooded homes and buildings. Initially, government
authorities estimated that Sandy had caused $15 billion worth of damage. They subsequently
raised the figure to $50 billion.

In spite of the early warning, precautions, repeated alerts, and material and human resources
support at all levels, there were certain other measures that US local and federal authorities could
have taken. Had they done so, they would have averted considerable material and human loss,
and the breakdown of utility networks and businesses for several days. Whether contingency
planners were unaware of the necessity, or simply forgot, they should have:

- Cut off electricity and gas for the 12-hour period of the storm. Naturally, they would have
given sufficient advanced notification to people beforehand. Implementing this measure would
have saved hundreds of houses from fire caused by falling electricity poles. The current could
then have been tumed back on as soon as the storm passed and the electricity grid was tested for

safety.

- Constructed steel gates to seal off the entrances to the Metro and installed large
underground drainage tanks that would have collected flood waters and could then have been
emptied out as soon as the storm had passed. These precautions would have prevented heavy
damage to the subway grid and subway cars, and enabled the resumption of operations soon after
the storm passed. Unfortunately, since such measures were not taken, the subway system is still
out of order and repair work is expected to continue for several more days.

- Study maritime currents and construct barriers and levees in coastal areas, Certainly, such
precautions would have protected seaside facilities from flooding caused by the onslaught of
high waves and spared the economy billions of dollars worth of damage.
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- Warned private yvacht and boat owners to bring their vessels to shore and house them
temporarily until the storm passed.

- Sheathed and anchored large trees located next to major roads or houses, thereby preventing
them from falling and killing people, destroying property or damaging electricity lines. Many of
the casualties from the storm were the result of trees falling on their cars or homes.

- Create special storm drainage networks separate from the normal drainage networks in
coastal areas,

- Redesign coastal urban strips to better equip them against natural disasters.

- Create citizen defence teams equipped with the necessary training to assist government
authorities in imes of natural disasters and similar emergencies.

- Establish specialised natural disaster and emergency administrations endowed with the
necessary material, technical and human resources. These administrations would be reguired to
hold periodic drills throughout the year and to remain constantly prepared to contend with any

emergency situation.

- Enact laws and regulations to ensure that all public institutions, especially schools, hospitals
and povemnment administrations, as well as commercial and industrial establishments, conduct
regular drills and training courses for their staff on the emergency procedures to be followed in
the event of carthquakes, fires, hurricanes and other such crises, as is already the case in
airplanes and ocean liners. Sufficient funding should be made available for this purpose.

The foregoing analysis underscores how necessary it i1 for relevant authorities to be
egquipped with the necessary resources and potential to prepare for and contend with the
challenges posed by natural disasters. Certainly, if government authorities follow puidelines such
as those described above, they would avoid unnecessary risks and pitfalls and spare the state and
society considerable human and material loss.

I can only pray that God spares Egypt from such cruel natural disasters. In addition to our
2,500 kilometre long coastline, our country is located along a major fault line and has
experienced a number of earthquakes in recent years, It is only logical that we should heed the
lessons that Sandy and earlier disasters, such as the catastrophic Tsunami in Japan a year ago,
have taught us. Perhaps the foremost among these lessons is that global warming has heightened
the likelihood of natural disasters and increased their magnitmude. Surely this is all the more
reason why we should take all appropriate measures and precautions to avert as much of the
destruction they can cause as possible, rather than repenting for having left these matters until it
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was too late.

6.2 A Sobering Nuclear Warning

March 11, 2011 marks the wrath of nature and the litany of carth on Japan, The shocking
tragedy was caused by the 9.0 magnitude on the Richter scale disastrous earthquake, the
destructive tsunami that followed and, in the aftermath, the tremors and the nuclear radiation that
lingered. The major repercussions were focused on the utter eradication of the towns and
villages in and around Sendai, and the radicactive fires and explosions in the Fukushima nuclear
power plant. These stand as tragic witnesses and horrific evidence of the apocalyptic disaster that
afflicted Japan since World War 11, especially the Aogust 6" and 9™, 1945 devastating
explosions of the US atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki respectively.

According to media reports, the Japanese disaster is unparalleled in the amount of
devastating destruction that this ™ highest recorded earthquake in history has inflicted on the
northern tip of the Japanese island, which sits on the borders of three major tectonic plates and
has been historically prone to such quakes. But this high magnitude earthquake is also a new
terrible reminder of the continuing disasters that have been occurring due to the steady rise in
global warming and climate change around the globe, which has resulted in major earthguakes,
massive floods, hurricanes, cyclones, torrential rains and other natural disasters worldwide. This
steady, alarming increase of global warming and the subsequent patterm of natural disasters,
logically indicate that similar natural trapedies will continue to afflict various comers of the
globe in the foreseeable future. Nevertheless, the international eommunity keeps on failing to
agree on a unified agreement to effectively reduce global warming, as evidenced in the UN
conferences in Kyoto, Copenhagen or recently in Cancun!

This recent Japanese disaster was multifaceted: it claimed thousands killed, hundreds of
thousands missing; thousands of homes destroyed; and several towns and villages were leveled
in ruins. To top it all, the Fukushima muclear power plant suffered from several fires and
explosions, and the subsequent radiation that followed, causing the evacuation of thousands of
residents from an area within a 30-mile-radius of the nuclear power plant. The radiation
emissions have spread reaching the capital, Tokyo, 250 miles away. Alas, Japan is now enduring
not only the calamities of the earthquake and the tsunami, but also, the harmful radistion from
the breakdown and radioactive leakages from four, or more, of the six reactors of the nuclear
power plant at Fukushima. This has culminated in tragic human, material, social and economic
losses exceeding $100 billion. It is ironic that despite the reputed safeguarding measures built in
the power plant to overcome breakdown, or meltdown, of the nuclear core, and in spite of the
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known high quality control and quality assurance standards, procedures and rules observed in the
construction, operation and management in Japanese production and performance, the
Fukushima power plant alerts, the ensuing fires and explosions are shocking reminders of the
dangers and threats associated with nuclear power plants[?

The Chemoby]l nuclear plant explosion in 1975 in the USSR and the Three-Mile Island
radioactive leakage in Pennsylvania, USA in 1979 (must we resort to Wikileaks to learn more
about other unreported radioactive leakages elsewhere?) have served as warnings to Europe and
the USA to seriously reevaluate their current construction and operations of nuclear power plants
and to phase out the dependence on existing ones. The green political movement and party in
Germany, Scandinavia, Canada and USA demand the cessation of confinued environmental
pollution and the subsequent abandonment of dependence on nuclear plants for electricity
production all together. The Fukushima explosion has renewed calls for the revaluation of the
nuclear power programs in the US and Europe.

After nearly thirty years of Egyptian government freeze on their miclear program, and
the proposed construction of a new nuclear power plant on the north coast near Dabaa, 150 lom.
west of Alexandria, the government has now revived the program recently and decided on the
Dabaa site for the building of the first 1200 megawatt nuclear power plant in Egypt, at the
probable cost of four billion dollars. Preliminary tenders for the design and construction were
scheduled for this summer, according to the anmouncement of the former cabinet, before the
January 25" Revolution. Since Egypt is located at the third carthquake zone with 2500 km.
coastline on the Mediterranean and Red seas, and after the accidents of Chemobyl, Three-Mile
Island, Fukushima, and other unreported radioactive leaks elsewhere in Europe and the USA, a
major reevaluation is now mandatory! National authorities should reconsider seriously the
proposed nuclear power plant in Dabaa, near Alexandria, the second largest city, with its 6
million residents, given the known negligence, apathy, lack of quality control in construction,
operation and maintenance, which is endemic in Egyptian public life, production, services and
administration. In view of the continuing depletion and rize of consumption of national oil
reserves, the escalating need for electric power by the spiraling population explosion can be
satisfied by building hydro-electric plants at the Qattara Depression in the western desert, and the
erection of hydroelectric plants on the Nile barrages. There is an urgent need to capitalize on the
intensification of investment in solar and other renewable energy sources, tapping the abundant
solar energy year round in the vast expanse of the Egyptian deserts for the production of both
electric and heat energies.

We need to learn from the experiences, failures and tragedies of others, in order to
conserve our resources, and safeguard the life, prosperity and future of the Egyptian population.



142

There is no more noble aim; there is no greater national energy strategy; there is no higher and
crucial environmental undertaking! Anything less is imponderable, nothing less is acceptable.

March 11, 2011
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6.3 Egypt and global warming

Al-Ahram Weekly 26 January - 1 February 2006-1ssue Mo, 779- Opinion

Early December, representatives of 19 countnes attended the Montreal United Nations
Conference on Climate Change, which lasted for two weeks, in order to address the alarming
issue of global warming and to agree upon an agenda and plan for action after 2012, when the
Kyoto Protocol of 1997 expires. With lukewarm support from the United States, which refrained
fromm signing Kyolo, the conference adopted unanimous resolutions to pursue Kyolo
commitments after 2012, with certain reservations. The goal was to accommodate US reluctance
and maintain present momentum towards curbing the immanent threat and apocalyptic
consequences facing human civilisation.

In Montreal, attending nations were classified inlo three categories: the first inclusive of 30
industrial nations fully committed to Kyoto; the second consisting of China, India and Brazil and
others whose annual economic growth surpasses eight per cent and are pursuing means to control
emissions while maintaining industrial momentum and the third group inclusive of Third World
countries whose gas emissions are below the world average due to their limited industrial
activities. These countries may trade the differential of low emissions with nations exceeding the
world average. After ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, Egypt could gain $20 million annually by
trading its low emission certificates with countries like India whose emissions exceed the
average. It can also benefit from intermational cooperation in the adoption of clean energy
production methods, to reduce emissions further, and the shaning of clean technology expertise,
know-how and capahilities.
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6.4 Challenges of Global Warming (From Kyoto to Montreal)

In December, 2005, representatives of 190 countries attended the United Nations Conference
on Climate Change met in Montreal, in order to address the exasperating situation of global
warming and to ﬁgm: upon an agenda and plan for action after 2012, when the Kyoto Protocol of
1997 expires. With lukewarm support from the United States, which refrained from signing the
Kyoto Protocol, the conference adopted unanimous resolutions to pursue Kyoto commitments
after 2012 with certain compromises. The intension has been to accommodate the ULS.
reluctance and to maintain the present momentum to curb the continuing threats and apocalyptic
consequences of global warming on the human civilization.

The Kyoto Agreemgnt required the signatory countries to keep the level of gas emissions due
to indusirial and automative consumption of hydrocarbons, which cause rising global warming,
to the 1994 levels, beginning from 2008 to 2012, reaching a total reduction of 2.5% in 2012,

After Russia agreed to join the Kyoto Protecol in 2004, it is hoped that Egypt becomes the
127" nation to be fully committed to Kyoto after the approval of the Parliament. Yet, the ULS,
continue to refuse to join the world community in supporting the Protocol, although its harmful
Eas emissions contribute to 25% of the world total levels. President Bush insisted upon the
refusal of Kyoto due to its negative influence on industrial production, and on the US massive
dependence on cars in mobility! This refusal is very alarming and certainly dooming, for to
become operational and effective, at least 55% of industrial nations must ratify the protocol
before its implementation! Thus the global warming situation remains dangerously stagnmant if
not worsening!

In Montreal Conference thel90 nations parficipating, including Emypt, were classified in
three categories: the first includes 30 industrial nations fully committed to Kyoto; the second
comsists of rapidly developing nations, such as china, India and Brazil among others, whose
annual high economic and industrial growth surpasses 8% and are pursuing ways and means to
control emissions yet maintain economic and industrial momentum; and the third group includes
the third world countries whose gas emissions are far below the world average duc to their
limited industrial activities. These countries may trade the differential of low emmissions with
nations exceeding the world average. After ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, Egypt could gain 520
million annoally by trading its low emission certificates with countries like India whose
emissions exceed the world average! It also can benefit from intemational cooperation in
adoption of clean energy to reduce emission and transferring of international clean technology
expertise, knowhow and capabilities. However, still, the U.N. conventions on climate change
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required in Kyoto that nearly 39 nations reduce their harmful gas emissions in order to arrest the
rising threats and dangerous global repercussions!

The consequences of global warming on climaie chanpe are devastating, deadly and
monumental. NASA scientists have recently wamed of the increase of the rate of melting of the
polar ice caps which will result in their total disappearance by the end of this century, due to the
rise in world levels of gas emissions and the consequent steady increase of the earth temperature.
The evidence of global warming are recognized worldwide especially during the last few years,
such as:

- The noticeable rise of air and earth temperature which have cansed the Greenhouse Effect
and global warming.

- The increasing occurrence of natural disasters of flooding, storms, hurricanes and
typhoons (such as Tsunami tidal wave in southeast Asia in last December, hummicanes
Cathrina and Rita in Louisiana in August, 2005.)

- The continuing melting of the polar ice caps, steady rise of ocean and sea water levels,
which ultimately will flood deltas and coastal areas worldwide.

- Spread of forest fires, during the summer seasons in various continents. .

- Increase of the rate of desertification, as seen in Africa especially.

- The rse of disastrous carthgoakes coupled with shocking earth tremors and eruption of
violcanos, have resulted in massive distruction and thousands of human fatalities, as
tragically seen in Pakistan, Iran , Turkey and elsewhere.

- The continning depletion of the ozone layer , with its dangerous effect on climate change,
human health and the natural ecosystem .

Itis iromic that academic research and professional organizations in the U.S. have
repeatedly published reports on the disasters which will invariably hit all comers of the earth
because of global warming and climate change. They reasserted that the continuing rise in the
ocean temperature and the air pollution caused by Carbon dioxide, sulphur dioxide and methane
will tipger a "global time bomb" far exceeding the disasters to human race, caused by the
weapons of mass destruction, whether nuclear, chemical or biological,

It is truly unethical, unfair and paradoxical that the conduet, life style, policies and practice of
industrial nations have percepitated global warming and climatic change endangering the life and
future of the majority of the world population living in the developing world. The present human
race of 6.5 billion, are expected to reach 9 billion in thirty years, with no food to eat, water drink
or oxygen to breathe, due to the looming doom of global warming.
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It is unfortunate that the U.N, Conferences on Climate Change in both Kyoto and Montreal
failed to address and confront other forms of pollotion than gas emissions by the affluent
industrial pations. These include social, economic and cultural pollution, ethical pollution,
physical pollution, anademic pollution moral pollution, environmental pollution, and health
poliution {40 millions people are afflicted and 9000 die daily due to HIV/AIDS ) .85 well as
accoustic pollution, vispal pollution and other forms of weapons of mass destruction. The
sources of these forms of pollution were initially developed and deployed by the great powers
during the last century indiscriminatingly. They invented nuclear, biclogical and chemical
weapons and used them devastatingly during World Wars [ and 1T and other regional mini local
wars? Ultimately, it is the poor who pay the price and suffer the multitude of injustices caused by
the rich!

We hope that all forms of pollution, not only global warming and climate changes, he
addressed by the intemational community after Montreal in order to safeguard a promising just,
and peaceful future of the total human race on Planet Earth.

21272005
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7.1 Egypt’s path to a beiter future

Issue No.1178, 2 January, 2014

Egypt has a glorious horizon ahead, if its people and new authorities grasp together the
initiative and inavgurate a comprehensive national plan for development, writes Mohsen
Fahran.

The year 2013 will remain indelibly marked in the memory of most Egyptians for its
whirling events, difficult challenges, terrible confrontations, elating triumiphs, bitter conflicts,
horrible tragedies, massive demonstrations and bloody clashes, coupled with continuing
imstability. violence, lawlessness and insecurity.

The Egyptian people were inspired on 30 June, the highlight of 2013, by Lao-tse's wisdom; *In
dwelling, be close to the land; in meditation, go deep in the heart; in dealing with others, be
gentle and kind; in speech, be true; in ruling, be just; in business, be competent; in action, watch
the timing; no fight, no blame,” They rose in an unprecedented wave of national defiance
constituting a multitude of millions, regardless of age, gender, faction or belief, demanding the
unseating of the first democratically elected president, Mohamed Morsi, nominated by the
Muslim Brotherhood during the 2012 presidential elections. Indeed, the timely intervention of
the military in response to the multi-million popular revolution was fundamental, in order to
avert bloody national strife and dire consequences threatening national survival.

The 30 June Revolution was campaigned for, during the spring of 2013, by the Rebel (Tamarod)
movement, which collected signatures from over 25 million Egyptians. It called for a national,
mass demonstration on the prescribed date of 30 June. It mobilised more than 30 million
Egyptians in most provinces and cities nationwide, calling for the immediate termination of the
almost one year of Muslim Brotherhood rule, in which it proved inept and unfit to govern. The
Brothethood were oblivious in fulfilling their promises to implement the 25 January
Eevolution's noble objectives of *Bread, freedom, dignity and social justice,” which had claimed
admiration and unanimous support worldwide. The Brotherhood, its leadership and their
candidate for president, Mohamed Mormsi, proved once and again that their wonds were empty,
their declarations void of truth, and their actions only self-serving, their motives untrustworthy.
Promises made before elections to be fulfilled during the first 100 days in office were forgotten
or baseless. This became their modus operandi, as evidenced in their illegal and unconstitutional
acts, practices and peformance throughout their 365 days in office.
Baoth the 25 January 2011 and 30 June 2013 revolutions were unprecedented demonstrations of
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people power, imrespective of colour, religion, gender, origin or income level a true proof of
national cohesion, will, determination and unity. Aristotle’s idealism of people themselves
practicing democracy was first put info practice 2500 years on by the people of Egypt, dissimilar
to any order or system recognised in democratic nations in this third millennium. The grassroots
of democracy was recalled and applied in unprecedented fashion in an historic, exemplary
model.

The summer of 2013 will be long remain remembered in the history of modem Egypt for its
unforgettable ecstasies and agonies. The masses during the 30 June Revolution demanded the
military intervene and support their will. Commander-in-Chief General Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi
tried to reason with Morsi to respond to the peoples’ demands, but the latter continued to live and
behave in a state of denial and refusal. The people continued to demonstrate through 3 July,
when General Al-Sisi, after consultations with SCAF (the Supreme Council of the Armed
Forces) and various political and religious figures, declared 3 July the removal of Morsi, the
suspension of the 2012 Constitution and the adoption of a “roadmap™ plan for the fudure. This
mncluded the appointment of Chief Justice Adli Mansour, of the Supreme Constitutional Court, as
interim president, the swearing in of a transitional cabinet, the creation of a new Constitutional
Committes to author a2 new draft constitution, correcting the biased and unacceptable 2012
Muslim Brotherhood constitution, to be followed by the holding of new parliamentary and
prisidential elections in nine months.

The train of events and challenges that led to the showdown needs to be critically examined and
evaluated. During nearly 12 months of Muslim Brotherhood rule of the nation, the parliament’s
Shura Council (the upper house) was dominated by their deputies, echoing a similar domination
of the People’s Assembly (the lower house), which was dissolved earlier by the Supreme
Constitutional Court for being unconstitutionally elected. Likewise, they had wasted no time in
controlling the executive branch as well as the judiciary. They were not ashamed to support
nepotism in public appoiniments, allow for rampant corruption, and fill key governmental posts
with their members and sympathisers. They ignored Lao-tse’s counsel: “Claim wealth and titles
and disaster will follow. Retire when the work is done, this iz the way of heaven.”
The Muslim Brotherhood executed unhesitatingly their determination and familiar tactics of
exclusiveness, and rushed towards the implementation of their hidden agenda of invading the
state and filling its posts at all levels, whether in the cabinet, ministries, local government,
syndicates or labour unions. The once prevalent national unity was alarmingly divided, evidently
threatening civil strife and civil war.

The swelling stream of events, crises, confrontations, clashes, and strikes had resulied in costly,
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painfiul repercussions, especially evidenced in the hundreds of deaths and thousands of
casualties, a heavy toll that has inflamed Egypt during 12 months of pain, despair, animosities,
volatility, insecurity, instability and flagrant chaos. The bloody clashes and scores of deaths and
wounded near the Presidential Palace caused not by the police or army, but by the Muslim
Brothethood militia ordered in by Morsi, together with the causalities in the Port Said
confrontations, as well as almost weekly bloodshed in varous Egyptian cities, were oo
horrifying, inflammatory and intolerable. Brotherhood thugs and armed gangs roamed the streets,
looting, damaging property and killing or hurting innocent civilians and anti-Morsi protesters.

As a consequence, there were repeated calls for civil disobedience and protest marches against
the government and the president, demanding change and reform. Their demands fell on deaf
ears, This Rurther exasperated the nation, accelerating the continued deterioration of the national
condition on all fronts. The economic crisis worsened further (the economic rate of growth fell
below two per cent), with a sharp decline in foreign reserves ($13.5 billion in 2013, as compared
to $32 billion at the end of 2010), large budget deficits (30 per cent), spiralling inflation (25 per
cent), rising unemployment (13.4 per cent with 50 per cent of the youth of the age 15-35
unemployed), petrol, gas and bread shortages, frequent electrical power blackouts, lack of
productivity, loss of exports, rising imports by Brotherhood tycoons, coupled with a serious
decling in tourism, the major foreign exchange camer and the backbone of the Egyptian
economy. As a result, the value of the Egyptian pound against the US dollar fell by 25 per cent.
Furthermore, terrorist attacks in Sinai threatened the porous border with Israel and undermined
the peace treaty. In addition, the affiliation of Hamas in Gaza Strip with the Muslim Brotherhood
leadership in Cairo allowed intensive use of tunnels for smuggling of Egyptian subsidised goods,
petrol and electricity to support the Hamas government. Adding insult to injury, the ramoured
agreement to allocate 1600 square kilometres of Sinai to Hamas to resettle Palestinians angered
Egyptians, realising that this intolerable national treason was engineered by Morsi and Hamas
involving a multi-party, international deal, infested with bribery, cormuption and betrayal.

The repeated disregard of human rights and the continuing imprisonment, condemned by human
rights groups, of key leaders of the Jamuary youth revelotion coupled with the numerous
incidents of deadly sectarian clashes in Cairo and in Upper Egypt further inflamed and sparked
protests and demonstrations, not only in Egypt but in various capitals in Europe and the United
States. The attack on churches, especially the Coptic Cathedral in Abbasiya in Cairo, resulted in
deaths and causalities, more bloodshed and agonies. The systematic Muslim Brotherhood attack
on notable media personalities, who rebuked steadily the Brotherhood government, persisted in
their efforts in condemning the opposition, including prominent leaders of various parties, who
had been outspoken in their critical denunciation of Morsi's rule and Brotherhood practices. Tt
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was evident to all that Egypt was facing a serious national erisis that was multi-faceted, deep and
divisive, threatening the very unity, foundation and existence of the nation. It was of paramount
importance to aci gquickly and thus to institute the proper order of priorities to overcome the
persistent and dangerous instability, debilitating animesity and secio-economic divides, It was
mandatory for the survival of the nation to intervene immediately in order to eradicate the
infecting virus of national decline and despair, to climinate the weekly human toll, to overcome
frustrations, hatred, confrontations, disparities, disappoiniments, rampant cormuption, and
infiltrating apathy. It was a matter of national urgency to embark decisively on meeting and
managing pressing national challenges here and abroad. Lao-tse’s wisdom was a golden rule to
follow when the military intervened supporting the popular demand to end the Muslim
Brotherhood social contract, to unseat Morsi, who betrayed the peoples” trost, acted as a proxy
for the Brotherhood’s goals and objectives, regardless of national priorities and interests, and
betrayed the very constitution according to which he was elecled and vowed publically to
uphold. His actions were treasonable.

Concurrently with, and subsequent to, the 30 June Revolution, the Muslim Brotherhood wasted
no time amassing their own support in demonstrations in various cities, which were violent and
ended in heavy causalities. They decided on sit-ins and squatting in Rabaa Al-Adaweya Sguare
in Nasr City, in Cairo, and in Nahda Square, opposite Cairo University, in Giza, blocking traffic,
together with initiating daily, violent bloody confrontations with surrounding communities.
Furthermore, they focussed on daily contacts with world media, capitalising on I'T resources o
enlist external power support, as well as on the crucial solidarity with the International
Federation of the Muslim Brotherhood, in order to maximise internal and external pressure for
the return of Morsi and Brotherhood rule in Egypt. This was accompanied with daily terror
attacks in Sinai, as well as the destruction of nearly 80 churches around Egypt, in order to incite
civil strife and secular civil war. The Church acted wisely, not to respond in kind. The 175, the
European Union, Turkey, Iran and Qatar’s response was not supportive of the Egyptian popular
30 June Revolution — if not indeed outright ageressive against it, as in the case of Hamas in the
Gaza Strip, and Turkey. It was incredible and puzzling that the declared US strategy and
commitment to fighting terrorism at home and abroad, especially in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
had become paradoxically tolerant of Muslim Brotherhood violence and terrorist acts in Egyptian
cities, in Sinai and Upper Egypt. They turned a blind eye and ear when a prominent Brotherhood
leader declared at the Rabaa camp in early July that terrorist attacks in Sinai would cease once
Morsi returns to power. Ironically, tacit US accommodations with the Muslim Brotherhood since
2005 were unravelled by 30 June Revolution.

From the beginning, the Western media described the revolution as a military coup d'état against
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democratic legitimacy, echoing the Muslim Brotherhood orchestrated media campaign. But Arab
countries unegquivocally supported the revolution. It was both admirable and gratifying that Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait declared their explicit support, pledging nearly $12 billion in
grants, as well as in no-interest loans to augment Egypt’s dwindling foreign exchange resources.
The daily instability and confrontations at Rabaa and Nahda Square had to be dealt with. General
Al-Sisi asked for massive national demonstrations in order to reassert popular support, and to
give him a clear mandate to deal with this challenge of violence, insecunity and terrorism
nationwide, The people came out in scores of millions to reaffirm their trust, as well as a
delegation of authority on 26 July 2013 in General Al-5isi. After Ramadan, the Mushm
Brotherhood crowds and sympathisers at the camps and sit-ins in Rabaa and Nahda were served
repeated warning to evacuate the squares. They refused adamantly, which prompted the police,
supported by the army, to forcibly vacate the squares and restore civil order. This mop-up
operation, however, was performed al the regrettable cost of hundreds of lives, including
causalities on both sides. Accusations of massive bloodshed and deaths in the thousands were
spread by the Brotherhood's active propaganda machine, as well as in the world media, in order
to tarnish the image of the Egyptian revolution. Nevertheless, the country proceeded forward,
cautiously and steadily implementing its roadmap for the future:
- The interim president, Adli Mansour, assumed office and discharged his duties with wise and
steady statesmanship.

- The interim cabinet, composed mostly of technocrats, was sworn in headed by a renowned
economist, Hazem Al-Beblawi.

- The police force was given a new mandate to deal with insecurity and violence, after the people
in Tahrir renewed their trust in the police, and the police declared their commitment to behave
professionally and abandon their old role as a faithful guard of the political establishment.

- The new constifutional commitiee was established in September. It prepared a new constitution
to replace the suspended Muslim Brotherhood constitution. A national referendum is expected to
ratify the new draft in January.

- Parliamentary elections are planned in Spring 2014, and presidential elections will take place
three months hence.

- Most countries that suspended touristic group visits to Egypt have now lifted their bans, and
tourism iz beginning to return to normal operations.
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- A Russian delegation, headed by the ministers of foreign affairs and defence, visited Egypt in
November in a new rapprochement initiative, promising stronger multifaceted relations and a
more active cooperation. This is seen as a balanced new foreign policy strategy in response to the
lukewarm US reaction towards the June revolution. US relations with Egypt have been mercurial
since the summer, but warmed slowly in October during the visit by Secretary of State John
Kerry. However, the Egyptian foreign minister hastened to declare that the historic meeting and
future cooperation with Russia would not be at the expense of Egyptian relations with other
countries or powers.

- Meanwhile, China, the second largest world economic giant after the US, has also voiced its
support and solidarity for the Egyptian people.

- Following high-level visits by officials on both sides, Saudi, UAE and Kuwaiti investors
announced their plans to invest heavily in various projects in Egypt, in order to revive its
economy, thus boosting economic opportunities in the short and long terms.
THE ROADMAP TO RECOVERY AND REVIVAL: The interim cabinet is expected to hand
over its duties to a new cabinet after the completion of parliamentary and presidential elections
by mid-2014. However, authorities should immediately establish and Jaunch for the future an
unprecedented roadmap of socip-economie, political and cultoral development and lay the
foundations for its plans, policies, programmes and projects. They must adopt an ambitious
framework of integrated, comprehensive development with a timetable in short, mediuvm and
lomg-term phases of implementation.

- A Comprehensive Mational Integrated Development Plan must capitalise on the forgotten,
deserted regions of Egypt, especially the Sinai, Upper Egypt, Qattara Depression and the eastern
desert oases comridor. The goal is phased, integrated, urban-rural industrial and agricultural
progress for the entire Egypt. A strategic 2050 National Development Plan with achievable
targets to be implemented in 2020, 2030, 2040 and 2050 is highly recommended.

- A National Defence Plan for safeguarding Egypt's borders, east, west, north and south, by
focusing on maximum military preparedness, coupled with the development of productive
defensive conglomerations that bolster Egypt's defence strategy, achieve perennial development
and ensure the continuing prosperity of regional zones, which are invarably threatened by both
friends and foes. Vacant regions, in Sinai, the southern or western deserts, whet the appetites of
invaders, colonisers, speculators and troublemakers.
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- A Wational Road Transportation Plan to cover comprehensively the total development needs of
the nation is compulsory, starting from the north corridor to the east and west corridors and south
corridor with parallel commidor prids east-west and north-south, with the Nile Valley as the
principal spine. Roads and transportation networks are the backbone of urbanisation and
development. A new capital for a new Egypt, a national undertaking, which I personally
supported and initiated seven years ago, has become a must, to be planned and implemented
gradually. There is no use for piecemeal urban redevelopment projects in the Greater Cairo, 20
million plus metropolitan area, whether in the form of ring roads, tunnels, bridges or
underground Metro lines, for they will not relieve over-crowdedness, reform, or uplifi the
deteriorated and congested capital. Cairo is burdened snd overloaded with the escalating
pressures of surrounding new towns that are dependent upon the old city, leading to further
congestion, dilapidation and deterioration. The cxample of Brazl, a rising economic world
power, in building its new capital, Brasilia, in the hinterland away from the urban corridor of
Rio'San Paolo on the Aflantic Ocean, should be a guiding example.

- A National Population Redistribution Plan needs to be integral with these proposed national
plans and should accommodate housing, employment, needed facilities and services to serve the
nation’s projected 150 million people by 2050, given its current 2.6 per cent annual rate of
population gprowth. Egypt has been historically dependent on agriculture and the problem of
hunger will become a global phenomenon that will require nations to harvest deserts and ocean
floors. Food self-sufficiency must be a national strategic objective. This must be a national
undertaking, for land and people are Egypt's precious capital that needs to be tmly focused upon.

- A National Energy and Water Plan that supports and encourages desalinisation plants on the
Mediterranean and Red Sea 2500-kilometre long coasts has become indispensable in order to
meet future energy and water shorlages, in addition to the production of needed electricity from
renewable sources, using the Masdar example of the UAE as a proven guide. Egypt's annual
share of 55.5 billion cubic metres of Nile River water is insufficient; it falls short of the yvearly
consumption of nearly 75 billion cubic metres. This alarming situation requires an urgent
national commitment to conclude an equitable accord with the 11 countries of the Nile Basin that
fulfils the necessary provisions to meet rising needs in water resources. A new multi-party
agreement must be negotiated and concluded as soon as possible, in order to ensure the equitable
share of MNile Water in the face of Egypt's vital needs. An urgent agreement with Ethiopia is
mandatory, after their large dam construction project 8 progressing, and in view of the
regrettable reaction of Morsi in May towards our African partner.
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- A National Plan for Education and Healthcare Reform is obligatory and should be given top
priority. Recent Malaysian and Chinese achievements have recognised and capitalised on this
necessity, which has boosted their economies and propelled their respective leaps forward. The
recent suceessful educational reform experiments in Finland, Poland, China and Japan need to be
examined and henceforth adopted. There is no alternative. This plan must be a national priority
and needs to be comprehensively implemented at all levels.

- An ambitious National Commission on Informal Communities must be launched immediately,
together with meeting the mushrooming challenges of informal housing in most Egyptian cities,
defiance of law and order, and undermining the meanings and essence of uwrbanity, civility and
basic humanity. The alarming crisis of slums is explosive, for vast squats have become a
breeding ground for drogs, crime, violence, disease, illiteracy, immorality, hatred, neglect,
rebellion, insecurity and disorder, infesting nearly 30 per cent of major cities and housing 35 per
cent of the total population.
The objectives of the January 2011 and June 2013 revolutions that have sparked Egyptians'
hopes for a better furure must be fulfilled. The expectations of 40 million people living under the
UM poverty line, enduring inhumane conditions, intolerable hunger, disease and illiteracy must
be met. Promises made must be fulfilled.
The road to Tahrir is very well travelled and too well known to neglect or ignore. It is too costly,
bloody and painfol to all. The security and stability of Egypt is crucial to several regions, far and
near, The challenges are enormous, the problems abound, the obstacles seem insurmountable, but
the martyrs of demonstrations, the spirit of patriotism, the will to change and the resolve to thrust
forward are abundant, as the horizons are glorious, boundless, open and ready.
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7.2 Egypt in Transition

The year 2013 will remain indelible in the memory of most Egyptians for its whirling events,
difficult challenges, terrible confrontations, elating triumphs, bitter conflicts, horrible tragedies,
massive demonsirations and bloody clashes, coupled with continuing instability, violepce,
lawless-ness and insecurity!

The Egyptian people were inspired on June 313'3", the highlight of 2013, by Lao-tze’s wisdom,
“In dwelling, be close to the land; in meditation go deep in the heart; in dealing with others,
be gentle and kind; in speech be true; in ruling, be just; in business, be competent; in action,
watch the timing; ne fight, no blame.” They rose in an unprecedented wave of national defiance
constituting a multitude of millicns, regardless of age, gender, faction or belief, demanding the
unseating of the first democratically elected President Mohamed Morsi, who was nominated by
the Moslem Brotherhood (MB) during the 2012 presidential elections. Indeed, the timely
intervention of the military in response to the multimillion popular uprising was fundamentally
vital, in order to avert bloody national strife and dire consequences threatening national survival!

The June 30" Revolution was campaigned for, during the spring of 2013, by the rebel,
“Tamarod,” movement, which collected signatures from over 25 million Egyptians. It called for
a national, massive demonstration on the prescribed date of June 30™, 1t mobilized more than 30
million Egyptians in most provinees and cities nation-wide calling for the immediate termination
of almost one yvear of Moslem Brotherhood rule in which it proved inept and unfit to govern.
They were oblivious in fulfilling their promises to implement the January 25% 2011
Revolution’s noble objectives of “bread, freedom, dignity and social justice™, which had claimed
the admiration and unanimous support world-wide, The Moslem Brotherhood (MB), their
leadership and their candidate for President Mohamed Morsi, proved once and again that their
words were empty, their declarations void of truth, and their actions were only self-serving and
their motives untrustworthy. Promises made before elections to be fulfilled during the first 100
days in office were empty and elusive! This has become their modus operandi, as evidenced in
their illegal and unconstitutional acts, practices and performance throughout their 365 days in
office.

Both the January 25" 2011 and June 30" 2013 Revolutions were unprecedented
demonstrations of people power imespective of color, religion, gender, origin or income level, a
true proof of national cohesion, will, determination and unity. Aristotle’s Idealism of people
themselves practicing democracy was first put into practice 2500 years on by the people of
Egypt, dissimilar to any order or system recognized in democratic nations in this third
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millennivm. The grass roots of democracy is recalled and applied in unprecedented fashion in an
historic, exemplary model.

The summer of 2013 will be long remembered in the history of modemn Egypt for its
unforgettable ccstasies and agonies. The multitudes of masses during the June 30™ Revoluation
demanded the military to intervene and support their will. The Commander-in-Chief General
Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi tried to reason with Morsi to respond to the peoples’ demands, but he
continued to live and behave in a state of demial and refusal. The people contimued to
demonstrate through July 3™, when General El-Sisi, after consultations with SCAF and various
political and religious figures, declared on July 3™ the removal of Morsi, the suspension of the
2012 Constitution and the adoption of a “Road Plan for the Future™ This included the
appointment of Chief Justice Adly Mansour, of the Constitutional Court, as Interim President,
the swearing in of a transitional cabinet, the creation of a new Constitutional Committes to
author a new draft comrecting the biased and unacceptable 2012 MB constitution, to be followed
E}r the holding of new parliamentary and presidential elections in nine months.

The train of events and challenges that led to showdown needs to be critically examined and
evaluated. During nearly twelve months of MB rule of the nation, the parliament Shura Council
(Upper House) was dominated by their deputies, echoing a similar domination of the Shaab
{Lower House) People’s Council, which was dissolved earlier by the Constitvtional Court for
being unconstitutional. Likewise, they had wasted no time in controlling the executive branch as
well as the Judiciary. They were not ashamed to support nepotism in public appointments, allow
for rampant cormuption, and filling governmental key posts with their members and sympathizers,
They ignored Lao-tse’s counsel: “claim wealth and titles and disaster will follow. Retire when
the work is done, this is the way of heaven.”

The Moslem Brotherhood executed unhesitatingly their determination and familiar tactics of
exclusiveness, and rushed toward the implementation of their hidden agenda of invading the
government posts at all levels, whether in the cabinet, the mimistries, local governments,
syndicates and labor unions, The prevalent national unity was alarmingly divided, evidently
threatening civil strife and civil war.

The swelling stream of events, crises, confrontations, clashes, and strikes had resulted in
costly, painful repercussions, especially evidenced in the hundreds of deaths and thousands of
casualties, a heavy toll that has inflamed Egypt during twelve months of pain, despair,
animosities, volatility, insecurity, instability and flagrant chaos. The bloody clashes and scores
of deaths and wounded near the Presidential Palace (El Attihadia) cansed, not by the police or
army, but by the MB militia ordered by Morsi, together with the causalities in Port Said
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confrontations, as well as almost weekly bloodshed in various Egyptian cities were too
homrifying, inflammatory and intolerable! The MB thugs and armed gangs roamed the streels
looting, damaging property and killing or hurting innocent civilians and anti-Morsi protestors.
As a consequence, there were repeated calls for civil disobedience and protest marches against
the povernment and the president demanding change and reform. Their demands fell on deaf
ears! This further exasperated the nation, accelerating the continued deterioration of the national
condition on all fronts! The economic crisis worsened further (the economic rate of growth fiell
below 2%), with a sharp decline in foreign reserves ($13.5 billion in 2013 as compared to $32
billion at the end of 2010), large budget deficits (309%%), spiraling inflation (25%), msing
unemployment (13.4% with 50% of the youth of ages 15-35 unemployed), petrol, gas and bread
shortages, frequent electrical power blackouts, lack of productivity, loss of exports rising imports
by the MB tycoons, coupled with a serious decline of tourism, the major foreign exchange eamner
and the backbone of the Egyptian economy. As a result, the value of the Egyptian pound against
the US dollar fell by 25%.

Furthermore, terrorist attacks in Sinai threatened the porous border with Israsl and
undermined the Peace Treaty. In addition, the affiliation of Hamas in Gaza strip with the MB
leadership in Cairo allowed intensive use of tunnels for smuggling of Egyptian subsidized goods,
petrol and electricity to support the Hamas government in Gaza. Adding insult to injury, the
rumored agreement to allocate 1600 km2 of Sinai to Hamas to resettle Palestinians angered
Egyptians, realizing that this intolerable national treason was engineered by Morsi and Hamas
involving a multi-party, intemational deal, infested with brbery, corruption, betrayal and
treason! -

The repeated disregard of human rights and the continuing imprisonment of key leaders of
the January youth revolution, which was condemned by human rights groups, coupled with the
numerons incidents of deadly sectarian clashes in Cairo and in Upper Emypt have further
inflamed and sparked protests and demonstrations, not only in Egypt but in various capitals in
Europe and the USA. The atiack on churches, especially the Coptic Cathedral in Abbassia in
Cairo, resulted in deaths and causalities, more blpodshed and agonies, The systematic MB attack
on notable media personalities, who rebuked steadily the MB government, persisted in their
efforts and practice in condemning the opposition, including prominent leaders of wvarious
parties, who had been outspoken i their critical denunciation of Morsi’s rule and MB practices.
It was evident to all that Egypt was facing a serious national crisis that was multi-faceted, deep
and divisive, threatening the very unity, foundation and existence of the nation. It was of
paramount importance to act guickly and thus to institute the proper order of priorities to
overcome the persistent and dangerous inatnbil.it}r, debilitating animosity and socio-economic
divides. It was mandatory for the survival of the nation to intervene immediately in order to
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eradicate the infecting virus of national decline and despair, to eliminate weekly human toll, to
overcome frustrations, hatred, confrontations, disparities, disappointments, rampant corruption,
and infiltrating apathy. It was a matter of national urgency 1o embark decisively on meeting and
managing pressing national challenges here and abroad. Lao-tse’s wisdom was a golden rule to
follow when the military intervened supporting the popular demand to end the MB social
contract, to unseat Morsi, who betrayed the peoples’ trust, acted as proxy to the MB's goals and
objectives, regardless of national objectives, and betrayed the very constitution, according to
which he was eleclied and vowed publically to uphold. His actions were treasonable!

Concurrently with, and subseguent to, the June 30"™ Revolution, the MB wasted no time
amassing their own support in demonstrations in various cities, which were violent and ended in
heavy causalities. They decided on sit-ins and squatting in Rabaa El Adawia Square in Nasr
City, in Cairo, and in Nahda Square, opposite Cairo University in Giza, blocking traffic, together
with initiating daily, violent bloody confrontations with swrounding communities. Furthermore,
they focused on daily contacts with world media capitalizing on IT resources to enlist external
power support, as well as capitalizing on the crucial solidarity with the International Federation
of Moslem Brotherhood, in order to maximize intermal and external pressure for the retum of
Morsi and the MB rule in Egypt. This was accompanied with daily terrorist attacks in Sinai, as
well as destruction of nearly 80 churches around Egypt, in order to incite civil strife and secular
civil war. The Church acted wisely, not to respond in kind. The U.5.A., the European Union,
Turkey, Iran and Qatar’s response was not supportive to the Egyptian popular June 30
Revolution, if not outright aggressive, as in the case of Hamas in Gaza strip, and of Turkey. It
was incredible and puzzling that the declared US strategy and commitment to fighting terrorism
at home and sbroad, especially in Afghanistan and Pakistan, had become paradoxically tolerant
to the MB violence and terrorist acts in Egyptian cities, in Sinai and Upper Egypt. They turned a
blind eyve and ear when a prominent MB leader, declared in the Raaba Square camp in early July
that terrorist attacks in Sinai will cease once Morsi returns to power] Ironically, the tacit US
accommodations with the MB since 2005, was unraveled and shattered by the June 30"
Revolation!

From the beginning, the westem media described the Revolution as a military coup d'efas
against the democratic legitimacy, echoing the MB orchestrated media campaign, but the Arab
ecountries unequivocally supported the Revolution. It was admirable and gratifyving that Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait declared their explicit support, pledging nearly 312 billion in grants
as well as in no-inferest loans to augment Egypt’s dwindling foreign exchange resources. The
daily instability and confrontations at Rabaa and Nahda squares had to be dealt with. General El-
Sisi asked for popular, massive national demonstrations, in order to reassert their support, and to
give him a clear mandate to deal with this challenge of violence, insecurity and terrorism
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nationwide. The people came out in scores of millions to reaffirm their trust, as well as a
delegation of authority on July 26, 2013 in General El-Sisi. After Ramadan, the MB crowds and
sympathizers at the camps and sit-ins in Rabaa and Nahda were served repeated wamning to
evacuate the squares. They refused adamantly, which prompted the police, supported by the
Army, to forcibly vacate the Squares and restore civil order. This mop-up operation, however,
was performed at the regretiable cost of hundreds of deaths and causalities on both sides.
Accusations of massive bloodshed and deaths in thousands were abound by the MB active
propaganda machine, as well as in world media, in order to tamish the image of the Egyptian
Revolution. Nevertheless, the country proceeded forward, cautiously and steadily implementing
its roadmap for the future:

1.

The interim President Adly Mansour assumed office and discharged his duties
with wise and steady statesmanship.

The interim cabinet, composed of mostly technocrats, was sworn in headed by a
renowned economist, Dr. Hazem El-Biblawy:,

The police force was given a new mandate to deal with insecurity and violence,
after the people in Tahrir renewed their trust, and the police declaring their
commitment to behave professionally and abandon their old role as a faithful
guard of the political establishment,

The New Constitutional Committee was established in September. It has been
preparing and drafting a new constitution to replace the annulled MB 2012
document., A national referendum is expected in December to ratify the new draft.

. Parliamentary elections are planned in March, 2014, and Presidential elections

will take place three months hence.

Most countries, which suspended touristic groups visiting Egypt, have now lifted
their blockade, and tourism is beginning to refurn to normal operations.

A Russian delegation, headed by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defense
vigited Egypt in November, in a new rapprochement initiative promising stronger
multifaceted relations, and a more active cooperation. This is seen as a balanced
new foreign policy strategy in response to the U.S. lukewarm reaction toward the
June Revolution. The U.S. relations with Egypt have been mercurial during the
summer, but have warmed slowly in October during the visit by Secretary John
Kerry. However, the Egyptian Foreipn Minister hastened to declare that the
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historic meeting and future cooperation with Russia will not be at the expense of
Egyptian relations with other countries or powers.

Meanwhile, China, the second world economic giant after the US, has also voiced
its support and solidarity for the Egyptian people.

Following high level visits by officials on both sides, Sandi, UAE and Kuwaiti
investors announced their plans to invest heavily in various projects in Egypt in
order to revive its economy, thus boosting economic opportunities in the short and
long terms.

FUTURE ROADMAP FOR RECOVERY AND TAKE OFF:

The Interim Cabinet is expected to hand over its duties to a new cabinet afier the
completion of Parliamentary and Presidential elections by mid 2014, However, they should
establish and launch for the future an unprecedented roadmap of socio-economic, political, and
cultural development, and lay the foundations, plans, policies, programs, and projects. It must
adopt an ambitions framework of integrated, comprehensive development with a timetable in
short, medium and long term phases of implementation.

2.

A Comprehensive Wational Integrated Development Flan must capitalize on
the forgotten, deserled regions of Egypl, especially the Sinai, Upper Egypt,
Quattara Depression and the eastern desert oases corridor. The goal is phased,
integrated, urban-rural industrial and agricultural progress for the entire Egypt. A
strategic 2050 National Development Plan with achievable targets to be
implemented in 2020, 2030, 2040 and 2050 is highly recommended.

A National Defense Plan for safeguarding Egypt's borders, east, west, north and
south, by focusing on maximuwm military preparedness, coupled with the
development of productive defensive conglomerations that bolster the defense
strategy, achieve perennial development and ensure the continuing prospernty of
regional zones, which are invariably threatened by both friends and foes. Vacant
region whet the appetite of invaders, colonizers, speculators and trouble makers!

. A National Road Transportation Plan to cover comprehensively the total

development needs of the nation is compulsory, starting from the North Corridor
to the east and west corridors and south cormidor with parallel cormidor grids east-
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west and north-south, with the Nile valley as the principal spine. Roads and
transportation networks are the backbone of urbanization and development. A new
capital for a new Egypt, a national undertaking, which I personally supported and
imitiated seven years ago, has become a must, to be planned and implemented
gradually. There is no use for picce-meal urban development projects in the
Greater Cairo 20-million-people metropolitan area, whether in the form of ring
roads, munnels, bridges or underground Metro lines, for they will not reform or
uplifi the deteriorated and congested capital. Cairo is burdened and overloaded
with the escalating pressures of surrounding new towns that are dependent upon
the old city, leading to further congestion, dilapidation and deterioration. The
example of Brazil, a rising economic world power, in building its new capital,
Brasilia, in the hinterland away from the urban corridor of Rio/San Paoclo on the
Atlantic Ocean, should be a guiding example,

. A National Population Redistribution Plan, needs to be integral with these

proposed national plans, and should accommodate housing, employment, needed
facilities and services to serve the nation’s projected 150 million people by 2050,
given its current 2.6% annual rate of population growth. Egvpt has been
historically dependent on agriculture, and the problem of bunger will become a
global phenomenon that will require nations to harvest deserts and ocean floors.
Food self-sufficiency must be a2 national strategic objectivel This must be a
national undertaking. for land and people are Egypt’s precious capital that needs
to be truly focused upon.

. A National Energy and Water Plan that supports and encourages desalinization

plants on the Mediterranean and Red Sea 2500 km long coasts has become
indispensible in order to meet future energy and water shortages, in addition to the
production of needed electricity from renewable sources, using the Masdar
example of the United Emirates as a proven guide. Egypt’s annual share of 55.5
billion m3 from the Nile River water is insufficient, it falls short of the vearlv
consumption of nearly 75 billion m3. This alarming situation requires an urgent
national commitment to conclude an equitable Accord with the 11 countries of the
Nile basin that fulfills the necessary provisions to meet the rising need of water
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resources. A new agreement, must be negotiated and concluded as soon as
possible, in order to ensure the equitable share of Nile water to meet Egypt's vital
needs. An urgent agreement with Ethiopia is mandatory, after their Huge Dam
construction is now progressing, in view of the regrettable reaction of Morsi last
May toward our African partner.

6. A National Plan for Education and Health Care Reform is obligatory and
ghould be given top priority. Recent Malaysian and Chinese achievements have
recognized and capitalized on this necessity, which has boosted their economies
and propelled their respective leaps forward. The recent successful educational
reform experiments in Finland, Poland, China and Japan need to be examined and
hence adopted. There is no altemative. This plan must be a national priority and
needs to be comprehensively implemented at all levels.

7. Am Ambitious National Undertaking to Confront the threais of Squatier
Conglomerations must be launched immediately, together with meeting the
spread of mushrooming challenges of informal housing in most Egyptian cities,
defying law and order, and undermining the meanings and essence of urbanity,
civility and basic humanity. This alarming crisis is explosive, for squatters have
become a breading environment of drugs, crime, viclence, disease, illiteracy,
immorality, hatred, neglect, rebellion insecurity and disorder, infesting nearly
30% of major cities and housing 35% of the total population.

The objectives of the January, 2011 and June, 2013 Revolutions that have sparked the
Egyptians hope for a better foture within the span of two years must be fulfilled. Expectations of
40 million people living under the UN. poverty line, enduring inhumane conditions, intolerable
hunger, disease and illiteracy must be met, Promises made must be fulfilled. The road to Tahrir
is very well travelled and too well known to neglect or to ignore. It is too costly, bloody and
painful to all. The security and stability of Egypt is crucial to several regions, far and near. The
challenges are enormouns, the problems abound, the obstacles seem insurmountable, but the
martyrs of Tahrir, the spirit of patriotism, the will to change and the resolve to thrust forward are
abundant, as the honzons are glorious, boundless, open and ready.

20/11/2013
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7.3 An Egyptian priority?

Issue Mo.1172, 14 November, 2013

“It's as if we had returned to the good old days when [Palestinian President Mahmoud]
Abbas would come to Egypt o discuss developments in the peace process or reconciliation
efforts. But the situation is different now,” said Sherif, a taxi-driver, commenting on Abbas's
vist+Ht to Egvpt.

Some commentators regard Abbas’s visit as a sign that Egypt is gradually regaining its
status in the region and that it will soom be able to play 8 more active role in the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict. These are apparently Abbas’s wishes as well. During the visit, Abbas expressed
his hope that Egypt would once again mediate the peace talks with Israc] and resume its past role
as a broker of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

However, Mohsen Zahran, a political science professor at Alexandria University, said that it
would be premature to assume that Egypt could play a leading role in the nepotiations at present.
“Abbas’s visit is to show support for Egypt rather than to ask for its support at present,” Zahran
told Al-Ahram Weekly. Egypt had more pressing priorities on the internal front, he added, and
the country should concentrate om these for the moment. But other Palestinian officials also
reiterated Abbas's wish for Egypt to mediate in the Palestinian issue After a high-level meeting
of Fatah members earlier this month, Abbas spokesperson MNabil Abu BEudeineh said that it was
important for Egypt to sponsor Palestinian reconciliation efforts, adding that no alternative to
Egyptian mediation was acceptable.

One diplomat who talked on condition of anonymity agreed that it would be premature for
Egypt to play any role in the peace process. “Egypt should set its priorities. Its internal matters
are a top priority, at least until the country has elected a new president and parliament.” he said.
In his three-day visit to Cairo, Abbas met interim President Adli Mansour, Foreign Minister
MNabil Fahmi and Defence Minister Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi.A staternent issued by the presidency
after Abbas’s talks with Mansour said that Abbas had expressed the wish that Egypt would
reclaim its role as a mediator between Israel and the Palestinians.

Presidential spokesperson Thab Badawi said after the meeting between the two leaders that
the visit had come at a time when Egypt was regaining its regional role, which includes its long-
standing support for the Palestimian people. During his meeting with Abbas, Al-Sisi said that
Egypt would always support the demands of the Palestinian people and their right to establish
their own independent state.
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Abbas and Al-Sisi also discussed other regional developments, such as the reconciliation
cfforts between Palestinian rivals Fatah and Heamas, and the effects of these on the Palestinian-
Israeli peace process and Middle Eastern stability. However, the talks on Fatah-Hamas
reconciliation were expected to be marginal, given the deteriorating relation between Egypt and
Hamas since the 30 June Revolution.

Fatah considers reconciliation and Epypt's role in mediating it to be a prority for the
Palestinians. Abu Rudeineh saying that it would be followed by the formation of a national unity
government and presidential and parliamentary elections. Hamas, an off-shoot of the Muslim
Brotherhood, is in a weak position after it lost the support of the group m]:gyptﬂ:rlluwmgthe
ousting of former president Mohamed Morsi on 3 July.

“The reconciliation efforts failed when Hamas was in a stronger position. Now that Fatah is
in a relatively strong position and Hamas is weaker, reconciliation has become more difficult,”
the diplomat said. Fatah, the Palestinian faction chaired by Abbas, and Hamas, which rules the
Gaza Strip, have been involved in a war of words in recent months, and this has been affected by
the polarisation in Egypt.

Fatah was also against the former Brotherhood regime in Egypt, while Hamas supported it
However, divisions between the two factions date back to 2006, when Hamas won the
parliamentary elections in the Gaza Stmp. It took contro] of the strip in 2007, and it has been
suffering under an Israeli land, air and sea blockade ever since.

Goods smuggled via the Rafah crossing and tunnels from Egypt have eased the effects of the
blockade on Gaza. But in recent weeks, Egypt’s interim government has imposed tougher border
restrictions in a bid to control terrorist groups in Sinai. It has demolished or sealed the tunnels
and imposed strict rules on most passenger traffic.

During Abbas’s visit to Cairo, he also met Arab League Secretary-General Nabil Al-Arabi
and Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahmed Al-Tayeb. This is his second trip to the Egyptian capital
after the ouster of Morsi, and it is the first time that he has held talks with Mansour aimed at
showing support for the interim government.

Abbas was the seccond Arab leader, after Jordan's King Abdullah, to visit the country
following the Egyptian army’s removal of Morsi from power.

Fahmi, who assumed the position of Egypt's foreign minister in July, has also given the
Palestinian Territories special attention during his term in office, his second extemnal tour being
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to Jordan and the Termtones, Durng the wisil, Fahm reiterated that the Palestiman cause
remained an Egyptian priority and thanked Abbas for his support for Cairo.

“Abbas was among the first o0 come to Egypl (o show support,” Fahmi told a news
conference in Ramallah during his visit there.

“I have come to Palestine to express our position and in full support for the nghts of the
Palestinian people. Egypt will be continuing this support despite present difficulties,” he said.
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7.4 National strategic plan, now

Egypt under the Muslim Brotherhood and Morsi has lost the majority of poodwill it gained
globally in its revolution, though it is not too late to turn the tide around, writes Mohsen
Zahran.

Issue No.1147, 9 May, 2013

The Egyptian peaceful youth revolution of 25 Jamuary 2011, which led to the downfall of
former president Hosni Mubarak, and the assumption of power by the Supreme Council of the
Armed Forces (SCAF), was universally acclaimed by the world, especially by the United States.
President Barack Obama declared on 11 February, the eve of this momentous event, his
admiration, commendation and support for the Egyptian people. Regardless of age, income,
gender or origin, Egyptians celebrated their unprecedented triumph in Tahrir Square and
elsewhere in Egypt’s cities, and unanimously proclaimed to the world their peaceful objectives
of freedom, dignity, bread and social justice. The universe skipped a beat, in awe, respect and
admiration. The UUS supported and cooperated fully with SCAF, sending emissaries to Cairo,
including the US secretary of state, in addition to significant visits by US military generals and
key US senators and congressmen, who met with SCAF, and also visited the Muslim
Brotherhood leadership at their headquarters in Cairo.

From the outset, 1t was plain to all that there was a strong Muslim Brotherhood alliance and
cooperation with SCAF. Strategic meetings had been held between Brotherhood emissaries and
'S officials in Washington several jl'E'ﬂIS earlier, a matter that was clearly reflected later in the
formation of the Muslim Brotherhood sympathetic judiciary committee that authored
amendments to the 1971 Constitution, readily adopted in late March in a national referendum
after the Brotherhood propaganda machine cast that those who would reject the amendments as
“anti-Islamic”. This was an early wamming of things to come, Their adopted policy has been
branding liberals as “anti-Islam”, hence igniting divisive forces and polarisation in Egyptian
society: Islamist parties on the one side confronting liberal parties across the divide.

The honeymoon of national unity was soon over and the siream of events, hopes,
confrontations, clashes and strikes resulted in costly, painful repercussions, especially in the
hundreds of martyrs and thousands of casualties, a heavy toll that inflamed Egypt during nearly
28 months of pain, despair, animosity, volatility, insecurity, instability and chaos. This in
addition to 5,000 missing — until now — in the revolution. The economic crisis mushroomed
with a sharp decline in foreign reserves, large budget deficits, spiralling inflation, petrol, gas and
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bread shortages, lack of productivity, loss of exports, increased imports and a sharp decline of
tourism. Terrorist attacks in Sinai and across the borders with Tsracl undermined the tranguillity
that prevailed during the 30-year Peace Treaty, a matter that prompted vocal concern from Tel
Aviv and Washington. Signs of erosion in US Congress support were unmistakable.

It appeared to all that the 25 January Revolution was kidnapped without ransom, with almost
nome of its noble goals realised, thus doubling the fecling of confusiom, anger, repulsion,
mistrost, uncertainty, pain and despair, as if the bloodshed and lives were lost in vain. This tragic
human, material and time loss has been too large to swallow, tolerate or acespt.

All along it was evident that there was collusion between SCAF and the Muslim Brotherhood
with tacit US support, a matter that was evidenced in the Brotherhood’'s absence during
confrontations with security forces in Tahrir Square, Mohamed Mahmoud Sireet, the cabinet
clashes in 2011, in the 2012 Abbasiya clashes with the army, and elsewhere. The election of the
patliament’s upper and lower houses, during 2011 led to the domination of the Muslim
Brotherhood and Salafis. Later on, the selection of the Constituent Assembly echoed a similar
composition in order to ensure that the new constitution would reflect the religious parties’
agendas, as was evidenced later in the adoption of several key articles curtamling personal
freedoms, women involvement and youth participation.

Delegations from the Muslim Brotherhood and Salafis made several trips to the UTS to assure
Washington of their determination, and commitment, in maintaining their cooperation with and
the interests of the US, especially the peace treaty with Israel, which is particularly vital to
Washington. The presidential elections, held one yvear ago, in May 2012, resulted in the election
of Mohamed Morsi as the first civilian president after nearly 60 vears of military rule, He wasted
no time in assuring Washington emphatically of his support for all Egypt’s treaty obligations,
especially honouring the Egypt-Israc]l Peace Treaty, and of maintaining the status quo.

The first 100 days in office passed uneventfully, though wveid of any tangible
accomplishments that Morsi had promised during his campaign. The abandonment of pledges
was truly disappointing to most Egyptians, particularly to non-Muslim Brotherhood voters who
clected Morsi lest their vote for his opponent, General Ahmed Shafik be tantamount to re-
electing Mubarak again. Morsi wasted no time in firing SCAF members and appointing his own
lovalists to key armed forces posts, thus proving his disloyalty to those who handed him power
as promised. That was early evidence of mistrust and betrayal. This disappointment was doubled
after his lack of action against those who massacred 16 Egyptian army soldiers near the border in
Sinai during Ramadan, especially that Hamas in Gaza, who are loyal to the Muslim Brotherhood
hierarchy in Cairo, were accused of executing this hideous act. Although the allegations were
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vehemently denied by Hamas and Morsi, it was clear to all that official statements were empty
and untrue. Moreover, the supply of needed Egyptian gas and electricity to Gaza caused frequent
blackouts and gas shortages in Egypt, which further infuriated Egyptians.

To the US, the continued support of Hamas, the suspense of army mop-up operations to flush
out terrorists in Sinai after the massacre and the cessation of army actions in sealing more than
1,000 tunnels across the Egypt-Gaza border were a clear signal of the Muslim Brotherhood’s
modus operandi. They are now de facto in charge of the presidency, and are in real conirol of
most government posts. Furthermore, they have infiltrated most key ministries, particularly those
that directly influence the daily life of most Egyptians, in public services, supplies, and agrarian
activities, especially the ministries of interior, supply, local government, education, health,
agricalture, irrigation, information and housing. Accordingly, since the employees of these
ministries staff polling stations, they become more effective in influencing, and even shaping,
clection results.

The decision of the Supreme Constitutional Court in June 2012 to dissolve the lower house
of parliament was criticised and later cancelled by Morsi, which reflected his impulsiveness and
stubbormness. The court was surrounded by Muslim Brotherhood demonstrators who forced the
suspension of its sessions when it faced making a similar decision about the Constituent
Asgsembly. This was followed by Morsi issuing a constitutional decree to fire the prosecutor
general and replace him with a Brotherhood sympathiser. The Muslim Brotherhood’s
determination to hastily convene the Constituent Assembly in order to draft a new constitution
favourable to its agenda was followed by quick action to hold a national referendum to have 1t
adopted without discussion or delay. Thuos it has become a fait accompli, despite public
demonstrations in Tahrir Square and at the presidential palace, and persistent protests by jurists,
liberal parties, women’s groups, and various high courts.

Relations between the United States and Egypt were maintained almost flawlessly during the
first few months of Morsi’s rule, culminating in warm recognition of Morsi’s intervention in
November 2012 to reinstitute calm after 10 days of Israeli air bombardment of Gaza and Hamas
rocket barrages fired into Israel. Morsi worked on halting hostilities on both sides and on
consolidating quiet fronts, with Egypt playing the role of guarantor. Both the US and Hamas
acknowledged Morsi's mediation. However, subsequent events in Egypt turned relations sour:

- Weekly demonstrations in Tahrir against Morsi and his inept cabinet have been met by
harsh and violent confrontations with the police, causing weekly casualties during the last few
months, This was criticised by Washington time and again.
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= The curtailment of women in public affairs and the sexual harassment of women o Scare
them from involvement in public demonstrations were on the rise. This was rebuked by
Washington repeatedly.

- The disregard for human rights and the continuing imprisonment of key leaders of the youth
revolution, coupled with reported acts of torture, imprisonment and killing, was condemned by
human rights groups and echoed in Washingion.

- Despite sanctions on Iran by the US and the UN Security Council, together with the
condemnation of Tehran's nuclear programme, which could lead soon 1o the production of
Iranian nuclear weapons, the Egyptian govemment's hosting of high Tranian officials,
delegations and tourists left Washington uneasy. In addition, an Egyptian presidential delegation
flew to Tehran last week to discuss matters of mutual interest. This was received with suspicion
in Washington, NATO agd Israel, for they have gotten accustomed to suspect and mistrust
Muslim Brotherhood public statements, which belie true intentions and actual performance.

- The Egyptian media also viewed the warm reception of Iranians as encouraging the future
spread of Shiism in Egypt (which is predominantly Sunni and is the home of Al-Azhar, the
centre for tolerant Islam worldwide). This situation triggered uneasy reflections in Gulf States
and in Washington.

- After several months of no confrontations between the Muslim majority and the Coptic
minority, numerous incidents of deadly sectarian clashes in Cairo and in Upper Egypt erupted,
igniting dormant animosities and causing terrible losses of life and property. This culminated last
month in violent clashes in Cairo leading to the killing of several Copts, attacks on churches and
the regrettable confrontation with riot police during funerals at the Coptic Cathedral in Abbasiya,
which resulted in more bloodshed and agonies. The Coptic Pope was unusually critical and
apprehensive, Washington spared no effort in expressing indignation at this appalling incident.

- The media in general, and non-government newspapers and TV channels in particular,
continued to criticise the policies, practices, inefficiencies and incompetence of the Muslim
Brothethood cabinet. Morsi continues to ignore protests and persistent public demands to
institute change and needed reform. This massive criticism was met by rebuke, harassment and
investigations of key critics of Morsi, together with his inept premier, despite their lack of
accomplishments. This Muslim Brotherhood government’s aggressive attitude to curtail criticism
was met by resistance on the part of the leaders of liberal parties as well as by public rebuke
from Washington. Bassem Youssef, who used to criticise Morsi in his widely viewed TV show,
magnified his satirical approach in making fun of Morsi and Muslim Brotherhood personalities
and was heralded by Time magazine recently as among the 100 most influential media
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personalities worldwide. Moreover, the minister of information continues to criticise and harass
anti-government media personalities. This unacceptable attitude by the Egyptian povernment
was publicly criticised by Washington.

- The constant harassment and condemnation by Morsi and his Muslim Brotherhood
supporters of prominent figures of the National Salvation Front (NSF), which includes Nobel
Prize laureate Mohamed Al-Baradei and Amr Moussa, former secretary general of the Arab
League (he recently described the current situation in Egypt as more dangerous than the defeat of
the 1967 war), along with Kifaya and April 6 Movement leaders, and the Wafd Party, have
continued unabated. Such leaders have been investigated, hassled and accused of being agents of
external interests, or as power seekers. This steady attack on the opposition has aimed to
discredit them nationally, in order to leave the political scene solely to the Muslim Brotherhood
and the one party system, reminiscent of National Democratic Party (NDP) policies and practices
in the Mubarak era. This attitude towards the opposition is considered by Washington to be anti-
democratic and against the principles of freedom, dignity, openness and transparency that
characterised the Arab Spring.

- The attack on the judiciary by the Muslim Brotherhood and the current discussion of
passing a new law for the judicial authority that will interfere in their independence and lead to
the early retirement of nearly 4,000 judges, to be replaced by Muslim Brotherhood sympathisers,
is met by public condemnation and viewed as a flagrant violation of the sanctity of the judiciary.
Thiz action has been described as the second massacre of the judges and thus sparked national
outery and demonstrations condemning this blatant intervention. Washington has also expressed
its disappointment, calling for the independence of the judicial institution 1o be respected.

- Since Washington has strong influence on the IMF, it supported earlier Egypt’s application
for a badly needed $4.8 billion loan to shore up its economic crisis. However, the statements and
practices of Morsi and Muslim Brotherhood government officials, as well as their tuming deaf
ears on UUS Secretary of State John Kemry's vocal advice to Morsi to accommaodate some of the
opposition’s demands, to appoint a more able cabinet, and to make necessary changes in the
constitution in order to redress opposition and women's grievances, as well as to appoint a new
prosecutor general by due process through the High Judiciary Council, has resulted in their
reluctance to push the IMF loan to grant the loan. This was compounded by a slowdown of
European Union financial support as well as the indifference of most Gulf States in honouring
their pledges.

- The recent violation of détente between Hamas and Israel through Hamas factions hurtling
shells into Israel, and the subsequent Israeli air force raids on Gaza, have threatened the quiet on
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the eastern front. This again has discredited Morsi's negotiated agreement of five months earlier.
Continuing Hamas activities across the porous border with Sinai coupled with the steady
smugeling of arms, military eguipment, cars and other goods across through the many tunnels,
cast Morsi as a placid supporter of Hamas and thus anti-Israel. In retaliation, lsrael has recently
closed border access points and curladled the fshing zome m the Meditemancan Sea for
Palestinians. However, both the US and Israel need the strong influence of Egypt and Muslim
Brotherhood to start meaningful peace negotiations towards a final settlement and the conclusion
of the two-state solution, as agreed upon by all concerned.

Consequently, it is clear that both the internal seene and the external performance of Morsi's
Egypt, and the Muslim Brotherhood, have required the US to place mutual relations under sharp
focus and place Morsi under both careful scrutiny and cautious reconsideration in order to plot
objectively the roadmap of bilateral relations in the near future.

There is no doubt that Egypt needs to muster all the support of its friends that it can get. This
is not the time for Egypt to jeopardise stratepic relations with Washington, the EU or Gulf States.
Egypt must therefore adopt a wiser course of action that will serve best its national interests in
the short, medium and longer terms. This strategy is fundamentally important, especially during
the current dire and threatening economic situation. It is of paramount importance for Egypt to
institute the proper order of national priorities, and to overcome the present serious socio-
economic divide, cultural crisis and debilitating animosities. Tt must overcome the virus of
national decline, its weekly human toll, frustration, hatred, confrontation, disparities,
disgppointments, commuption, apathy and unprecedented npatiomal dangers, and embark
immediately on a path towards meeting and containing pressing national challenges.

To confront these challenges there must be solid will and a firm determination to rse above
divisive forces and to institute fundamental reforms through national dialogue with all political
parties and factions, no matter who or what. A national strategic plan of action must be adopted
in short, medium and long-term phases. The plan must include a political, physical. economic
and social and cultural renaissance that is comprehensive, integrated and inclusive of all
segments, factions and parties, regardless of origin, religion, gender, colour, occupation or
orientation. It must be well synchronised, professionally orchestrated and well balanced in time
and place, capitalising on national, material and human resources at home and abroad. Egypt is
entitled and deserves to assume its pivotal role in the region and globally, The time is now, for
the alternatives are apocalyptic and unthinkable.
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7.5 Meeting the challenges ahead

[ssue No.1143, 11 Aprl, 2013

In brder to meet the challenges facing the country, a national plan of action must be designed
that can move the nation forward, writes Mohsen Fahran.

“The events, confrontations, hopes, clashes, deaths, casualties and disappointments that have
taken place over the 25 months since the 25 January Revolution have been truly perplexing and

disappointing.

This progression of highlights started with phase one and the fall of former president Hosni
Mubarak, together with the assumption of power by the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces
(SCAFY), the adoption of the referendum on amendments to the 1971 constitution, and the trial of
Mubarak and prominent figures from his corrupt govemment and the former ruling National
Democratic Party.

Phase two of this progression was packed with demonstrations, strikes and sit-ins by workers
and unions, coupled with waves of viclence and protests coming in a prevailing atmosphere of
instability and insecurity. At the same time, free elections were held for a new parliament, which
was then dominated by the Muslim Brotherhood in apparent collusion with the SCAF.

Phase three was ushered in by escalating and almost weekly demonstrations and marches
against the SCAF, accused of betraying the revolution and of leniency towards former Mubarak
supporters. This phase was also marked by denunciations of the prevailing violence, inaction,
inflation, unemployment and low pay, all of which ended with bloody confrontations between
demonstrators and units from the Armed Forces and police,

Phase four was marked by the holding of free presidential elections and the selection of
Mohamed Morsi, head of the Muslim Brotherhood's Freedom and Justice Party, as the first
democratically elected civilian president of the country after 60 years of military rule. Once in
office, Morsi evicted the SCAF from power. Phase five then featured disturbing terrorist acts in
Sinai, the Supremc Constitutional Court’s ruling to dissolve the parliament, the invasion of the
sanctity of the judiciary, and the disappointing performance of the Brotherhood government after
eight months of weak and distressing inaction, together with the appointment of Brotherhood
lovyalists to key government posts.
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The worsening economic situation, characterised by a huge national debt and alarming
budget deficits, coupled with continuing insecurity triggering weekly confrontations with the
Central SBecurity Police in front of the presidential palace and in major Egyptian cities, led to
calls for the resignation of the cabinet, a new constitution and new presidential elections. The
opposition demanded that urgent measures be taken to save the national economy and for the
passage of unfulfilled socio-economic reforms, -

As a result of these five phases, two years after the triumph of the Revolution the goals of
bread, freedom and social justice remain unfulfilled. Conditions in Egypt have become truly
alarming, and the country faces difficult challenges as a result of the virtual breakdown of
government operations, the economic crisis, and the rising polarsation and confrontation
between the Islamist movement, championed by the Muslim Brotherhood and the Salafis, on the
one hand, and the civil/liberal parties headed by the National Salvation Front on the other.

The situation has been further exacerbated by alarming shortages of petrol, with long lines of
cars waiting for hours at petrol stations, shortages of food, escalating prices, endemic shortages
of goods, the raising of taxes, and the rampant violation of building and planning laws, leading to
the speedy construction of illegal high-rise towers coupled with mushrooming urban expansion
onto precious agricultural land.

All this has resulted in a widening gap between the rich and the poor, the *haves” and the
“have-nots,” leading to a dangerous economic and social divide and the consequent social
animosity, violence, and aggressive behaviour that has led to crimes against property and bloody
confrontations among the various factions, While this potentially explosive situation has been
escalating, the Arab Gulf states have been unresponsive to requests for assistance, and the IMF
has been dragging its feet in approving a $5 billion loan. As a result, the situation has become
ever more alarming and threatening.

Could this lawlessness, chaos and disorder be intentional and thus fall within the ambit of the
grand plan for the New Middle East and the “creative chaos™ strategy that was proposed a few
years ago? Whatever the answer to this question may be, Egypt will weather the present crisis. It
has experienced many equally difficult challenges in its recent and more distant history, and it
has survived them, emerging more robust regardless of the magnitude and strength of its
adversaries,

Yet, in order to confront today’s challenges, there must be a solid will and firm determination
to rise above the present divisions and to institute fundamental reforms through a national plan of
action over the short, medium and long-term periods. This plan must lead to a political,
economic, social and cultural renaissance that will be comprehensive and inclusive of all
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segments and parties of society, regardless of origin, religion, gender, colour, occupation or
orientation. This plan must be well-synchronised, professionally orchestrated and well-balanced,
and it must capitalise on material and human resources at home and abroad.

Regarding the present political situation, the objective should be to institute a political
dialogue that will include all the different groups in the country. These must shoulder their
responsibilities and be entrusted with constructive roles in all government branches in order to
overcome the present state of polarisation. The legislative and executive and legal frameworks
should be overhauled in order that they can better face the continuing corruption, apathy,
nepotism, instability and violence that plague the country.

This economic and social development plan should be part of a comprehensive plan for
national development that will implement urban and rural development in new regions of Egypt
following a physical development plan that will connect north and south and east and west and
cover the entire nation from the Sinai and Suez Comidor to the Red Sea with the construction of
the proposed bridge on the Agaba Gulf to Saudi Arabia in order to boost development. It should
link, in its northern cormdor, the Qattarah Depression and Western Desert westwards to the
southern border.

The plan should also envision the integration of development corridors with the Sudan and
the African continent, in order to open new development regions for the 100 million population
that is expected in Egypt in 2020 and to serve the needs of 150 million people by 2050, including
the creation of a new capital for a new Egypt. The construction of roads, bridges, tunnels and
public projects could involve 40 per cent manpower and could help boost the country’s economic
and social development. It could entail the adoption of a new Marshall Plan, or echo the plan
adopted by the Roosevelt administration to create jobs and restart national development during
the Great Depression in 1930s America.

Meaningful lessons need to be applied in order to bring about the new Egyplian renassance.
Meanwhile, government spending must be trimmed and fiscal policies reformed, with the
emphasis placed on foreign investment, the maximisation of exports and the minimisation of
imports. The 40 per cent of young people who are unemploved today should be capitalised upon
to carry out this plan as a valuable human resource, and the armed forces and the country’s other
human and material resources should be mobilised in the service of implementing projects.

The plan should draw upon the assistance of the IMF, the World Bank, the European Union
and the Gulf states as pariners in development in order to help initiate new hydroelectric projects
to generate energy and develop new water resources, These are particularly important given
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Egypt's dwindling share (55.5 billion m3)} of River Nile water under the soon to be adopted
Entebbe Apreement with the other River Nile Basin countries.

The emphasis of industrial and agricultural development must be placed on meeting rising
demands for food and shelter. The housing supply in particular must be guadrupled in order to
fulfil the annual need of 900,000 new dwelling units (10 units per 1,000 of population), as UN
standards recommend. These new units should be built in the new settlements development
regions in order to safeguard the country’s borders.

The proposed national development plan also needs to be integrated with socio-economic and
cultural development. This means insisting on the legal protection of human rights, together with
the adoption of legal frameworks to safeguard the rights of all citizens, including the
empowerment of women, as prescribed in the United Nations charter and other interational
agreements and demonstrated in the national and spiritual commitments that have been made

during the development of Egypt throughout the ages.

Educational reform is the cornerstone of any sound national development plan, as the
examples of Malaysia, Indonesia and China have proven. With 40 per cent illiteracy in the
country, and sub-standard educational provision afflicting many public schools and universities,
high-quality education at all levels must be a national objective and commitment, At present,
private-sector schools and universities in Egypt are business oriented and depend on government
educators in order to maximise their profits, whereas other private-sector universities, among
them Harvard and MIT in the United States, are at the top of the list of world universities.

Emphasis must be placed on guality control and quality assurance at all levels, whether
educational, economic, social, cultural, indusirial or agricultural. In industry, low-quality
products should not be tolerated. Elsewhere, tourism should be focused upon as a major
economic and cultural resource for Egypt. The kind of soft power that the tourist industry can
bring must be capitalised upon in order to boost development, reduce unemployment, increase
foreign exchange and develop the nation”s role worldwide.

The future is unfolding, the resources are boundless, the horizons are unlimited, and the
dreams are enormous. Egypt must assume its deserved position and its prominent role regionally
and globally, Egyptians must ignite their wills, realise their potentials, and properly shoulder
their responsibilities, in order to move forward and fulfill their long-awaited dreams of stability,
security, progress and prosperity.
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7.6 The United States and Egyptian Relations in Focus

The Egyptian peaceful youth revolution of January 25, 2011, which led to the downfall of
former President Hosni Mubarak and the assumption of power by the Supreme Council of the
Armed Forges (SCAF), was universally acclaimed by the world, especially by the United States.
President Barack Obama declared on February 11, at the eve of this momentous event, his
admiration, commendation, and support for the Egyptian people. Regardless of age, income,
gender, or origin, they celebrated their unprecedented triumph in Tahrir Square and elsewhere in
Egyptian cities, and unanimously proclaimed to the world, their peaceful objectives of freedom,
dignity, bread, and social justice. The universe skipped a beat, in awe, respect, and admiration.
The U.5. supported and cooperated fully with SCAF, sending emissaries to Cairo, ranging from
the US Secretary of State, in addition to significant visits by the U.S. military generals and key
US Senators and Congressmen, who met with SCAF, and also visited the Moslem Brotherhood
leadership (MB) at their headquarters in Cairo.

From the outset, it was plain to all that there was a strong MB alliance and cooperation with
SCAF. Strategic meetings had been held between the MB emissaries and US officials in
Washington several years earlier, 8 matter which was clearly reflected later on in the formation
of the selected MB sympathetic judiciary committee that authored a few amendments to the 1971
constitution, which was readily adopted in late March in a national referendum, after the MB
propaganda machine reiterated that those who reject the amendments would be labeled as “anti-
Islamic!™ This was an early wamning of things to come. Their adopted policy has been branding
the liberals as “anti-Islam,™ hence, igniting the divisive forces and polarization among Egyptian
society, thus creating opposing factions: the Islamic parties on one side, confronting the Liberal
parties across the divide,

The honeymoon of national unity was soon over, and the stream of events, hopes,
confrontations, clashes, and strikes has resulted in costly, painful repercussions, especially in the
hundreds of martyrs and thousands of casualties, a heavy toll that has inflamed Egypt during
nearly twenty-eight months of pain, despair, animosity, volatility, insecunty, instability, and
chaos, —~ not to mention the 1,000 martyrs, 2,000 causalities and 5,000 missing (until now)
during the revolution. The economic erigis mushroomed with a sharp decline in foreign reserves,
large budget deficits, spiraling inflation, petrol, gas and bread shortapges, lack of productivity,
loss of exports, increased imports and a sharp decline of tourism. Terrorists” attacks in Sinai and
actoss the borders with Israel undermined the tranquility that prevailed during the thirty-year
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Peace treaty, a matter which prompted vocal concem frome Tel Aviv and Washington. Signs of
erosion in the US congress support were unmistakable!

It appeared to all that the January 25% revolution was kidnapped without ransom!, with
almost none of its noble goals realized, thus doubling the feeling of confusion, anger, repulsion,
mistrust, uncertainty, pain and despair, as if the bloodshed and lives were lost in vain. This tragic
human, material and fime loss has been too large to swallow tolerate or accept.

All along it was evident that there was collusion between the SCAF and MB with tacit US
gilence, a matter that was evidenced in the Brotherhood's absence during confrontations with the
security forces in Tahrir, Mohamed Mahmoud Street, the Cabinet Street, Abbasya clashes with
" the army, and elsewhere. The election of the Parliament’s Upper and Lower Houses, during the
first year has led to the domination of the Moslem Brotherhood and the Salafis. Later on, the
selection of the Constitutional Commitiee echoed a similar composition in order to ensure that
the new Constitution would reflect the religious parties” agendas, as was evidenced later in the
adoption of several key articles curtailing personal freedoms, women and youth involvement and
due participation.

Delegations from the MB and Salafis made several trips to the US to assure Washington of
their determination, and commitment, in maintaining their cooperation and interests of the US,
especially the 1981 Peace Treaty with lsrael, which is particularly vital to Washington, The
presidential elections, held one year ago, in May 2012, resulted in the election of Mohamed
Morsy as the first civilian president after nearly 60 years of military rule. He wasted no fime in
assuring Washington emphatically of his support of all treaties, especially honoring the Peace
Treaty, and of maintaining the stafus quo.

The first hundred days in office, passed unevenifully though void of any tangible
accomplishments that Morsy had promised during his campaign. The abandonment of pledges
was truly disappointing to most Egyptians, particularly to non-MB voters who elected Morsy lest
that their vote for his opponent, General Shafik was tantamount to reelecting Mobarak again!
Morsy wasted no time in firing SCAF members and appointing his own lovalists to key armed
forces posts, thus proving his customary disloyalty to those who handed him the power as
promised. That was an early evidence of mistrust and betrayal{?) This disappointment was
doubled after his lack of action against those who massacred 16 Egyptian army soldiers near the
borders in Sinai during Ramadan, especially that Hamas in Gaza, who are loyal to the MB
hierarchy in Cairo, were accused of partaking in the execution of this hideous act. Moreover, the
supply of needed Egyptian gas and electricity to Gaza caused frequent black-outs and pas
shortages in Egypt, which further infunated Egyptians, Although these allegations were
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vehemently denied by Hamas/Morsy, it was clear to all that such false official statements were
emply and untrue.

-

To the US the continned support of Hamas, the suspense of Army mop-up operations to flush
out terrorists in Sinai after the massacre and the cessation of the Army actions in sealing the
more than 1,000 tunnels across the borders were a clear signal of the MB modus operandi. They
are now defacto in charge of the presidency, and are in real control of most government posts.
Furthermore, they have infiltrated most kev ministries, particularly those that directly influence
the daily life of most Egyptians, in public services, supplies, and agrarian activities, especially
the Ministries of Interior, Supplies, Local Government, Education, Health, Agnculture,
Irrigation, Information (media) and Housing. Accordingly, since the employees of these
Ministries staff polling stations, therefore they could become more effective in influencing, and
thus shaping the election resulis!

The decision of the High Constitutional Court in November 2012 to dissolve the Lower
House of the Parliament was criticized and canceled by Morsy, which reflected his
impulsiveness and stubbormness, The Court was surrounded by the MB demonstrators who
forced the suspension of its sessions. This was followed by Morsy's issuance of the
Constitutional Manifesto to fire the Attomey General and replace him by a pro-MB new
Attormney General. The subsequent MB's determination to hastily convene the Constitutional
Committee in order to draft a new Constitution favorable to their agenda was followed by a
quick action to hold a national referendum to have it adopted without discussion or delay. Thus it
has become a fait accompli, despite public demonstrations in Tahrir, and persistent protestations
by Jurists, Liberal parties, Women's groups, the Judiciary Syndicate and various high courts.

The relations between the United States and Egypt was maintained almost flawlessly during
the first few months of Morsy rule, culminating in a warm recognition of his intervention in
November 2012 to reinstitute calm, after ten days of Israel’s air bombardment of Gaza and
Hama= rocket barrages fired within Israel killing innocent civiliens on both sides. Morsy has
worked on halting all hostilities on both sides and on consildating quiet fronts, with Egypt
playing as a guaranteeor. Both the US and Hamas acknowledged Morsy's peaceful role and
recognized his mediation. However, succeeding events in Egypt turned the relations sour later
on, as the following events have demonstrated:

1-Weekly demonstrations in Tahrir against Morsy and his inept cabinet have been met by
harsh and violent confrontations with the police force causing weekly casualties during the last
few months. This was criticized by Washington time and again.
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2- The curtailment of women in public affairs and the sexual harassment of women to scare
them from involvement in public demonstrations were on the rise. This was recbuked by

Washington repeatedly.

3- The disregard of human rights and the continuing imprisonment of key leaders of the
youth revolution, coupled with the reported acts of torture, imprisonment and killing was
practiced on several occasions. This was condemned by Human rights groups, which was again
echoed in Washington.

4-Despite the sanctions on Iran by the US and the UN Security Council together with the
condemnation of the Teheran nuclear program, which could lead soon to the production of
nuclear weapons, the Egyptian government’s hosting of high Iranian officials, delegations and
tourists left Washington uneasy. In addition, an Egyptian presidential delegation has flown to
Teheran last week to discuss matters of mutual interest. This was received with suspicion in
Washington, NATO and lsrael, for they have gotien accustomed to suspect and mistrost Morsy's
public statements, which belie his and the MB's true intentions and actual performance.

5- The Egyptian media also viewed the warm reception of the Iranians as an encouragement
of the future spread of the Shiite doctrine in Egypt, which is largely Sunnite, and is the home of
Al-Azhar, the center for tolerant Islam world-wide, This situation triggered uneasy reflections in
the Gulf States and in Washington.

f6- After several months of no confrontations between the Moslem majority and the Coptic
minority, numerous incidents of deadly sectarian clashes and threats in Cairo, and in Upper
Egypt have erupted thus, igniting dormant animosities and causing terrible losses of life and
property. This culminated last month in violent clashes in Cairo leading to the killing of several
Copts, the attacks on churches and the regrettable confrontation with the riot police forces during
the funeral at the Coptic Cathedral in Abbasia, which resulted in more bloodshed and aponies.
The Coptic Pope was unusually critical and apprehensive. Washington spared no effort in
expressing their indignation at this-appalling incident.

7-The media in general, and the non-govermment papers and TV channels in particular,
continued to criticize the policies, practices, inefficiencies and incompetence and of the MB
cabinet. Morsi continues to ignore protests and persistent public demand to institute change and
needed reform. This massive criticism was met by rebuke, harassment and investigations of key
critics of Morsy, together with his inept Premier, and their lack of accomplishments, This MB
government’s aggressive attitude to curtail criticism was met by resistance and exposure on the
part of the leadé&ts of the Liberal parties as well as by public rebuke from Washington. Basem
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Youssef, who used to criticize Morsy in his widely viewed TV show, in which he magnified his
satirical approach in making fun of Morsy and MB personalities, was heralded by Time
magazine recently and hence he was selected among the one hundred most influential media
personalities worldwide. Moreover, the Minister of Information (media) continues to launch his
drive to criticize and harass anti-government media personalities in various radio and TV shows.
This unacceptable attitude by the Egyptian government was publically eriticized by Washington.

8-The constant harassment and condemnation by Morsy and his MB supporters of the
prominent figures of the National Salvation Front {(NSF), which includes the Nobel Prize
laureate, Mohammed El-Baradi, Amre Mousa, the former Secretary General of the Arab League
{he recently described the current situation in Egypt as more dangerous than the defeat of the
1967 Warl), of Kefaya, of the April 6th movement and the El -Wafd party leadership have
continued unabashed. They have been investigated, hassled and accused of being agents of
external interests and as power seckers, This steady attack on the opposition has been viewed to
be tantamount to discrediting them nationally, in order to leave the political scene solely to the
MEB and the one party system, reminiscent of the NDP policies and practices of the Mobarak era.
The containment of the opposition is considered by Washington as anti-democratic and anti-Arab
spring movement's spirit of freedom, dignity, openness and transparency.

9-The attack on the Judiciary by the MB hierarchy and the current discussion of passing a
new law for the Judiciary that will interfere in their independence and lead to the carly retirement
of nearly 4,000 judges, to be replaced by MB sympathizers, is met by public condemnation and
viewed as a flagrant violation of the sanctity of the judiciary. This action has been described as
the second massacre of the judges and thus sparking national outcry and demonstrations
condemning this blatant intervention. Washington has expressed also its disappointment, calling
for needed stability, safety and security.

10- Since Washington has a strong influence on the IMF, it has supported earlier Egypt’s
application for a badly needed 4.8 billion loan to shore up its declining economy. However, the
statements and practice of Morsy and the MB govemment officials have been both puzzling and
disappeinting. Their turning of deaf ears on the US Secretary of State John Kerry's vocal advice
to Morsy to accommodate some of the opposition’s demands, to appoint a more able coalition
cabinet, to make necessary changes in the Constitution in order to redress expressed the
opposition and women grievances, as well as to appoint a new Atomey General as
recommended by the due process through the High Judiciary Council was disturbing. This has
resulted in US reluctance to push for granting the IMF loan. It was compounded by the
slowdown of the European Union’s financial support as well as the indifference of most Gulf
States in honoring their promised financial support.
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11-The recent violation of détente between Hamas and Israel through the Hamas factions,
hurtling shells into Israel and the subsequent Israeli air force raids on Gaza have threatened the
guiet on the eastern front. This again has discredited Morsy’s negotiated agreement five months
earfier. The continuing Hamas activities across the porous border with Sinai coupled with the
steady smuggling of weapons, military eguipment, cars and other goods across through the many
tunnels, highlight Morsy as a placid supporter of Hamas and thus anti-Tsrael. In retaliation, it has
recently closed the borders' access points, and curtailed the fishing zone in the Mediterrancan
Sea for the Palestinians. However, both the US and Israel need the strong influence of Egypt and
the MB on the PLO and Hamas in order to start meaningful peace negotiations toward the final
setflement and the conclusion of the two-state solution, as agreed upon by all concerned.

Consequently, it is abundantly clear that both the internal scene and the external performance
of Morsy's Egypt, and thus the MB, have required the US to place the mutual relations under
sharp focus and place him under both careful scrutiny and cantiouns reconsideration in order to
plot objectively the roadmap of bi-lateral relations in the near future.

There is no doubt that Egypt needs to muster all the friends’ support. This is not the time for
Egypt to jeopardize the strategic relations with Washington, the EU or the Gulf states. Egypt
must therefore adopt a wiser course of action that will serve best its national interests in the
short, medium and long terms. This strategy is fundamentally important, especially during the
current dire and threatening economic situation. It is of paramount importance for Egypt to
institute the proper order of national priorities, and to overcome the present serious socio-
economic divide, cultural crisis and debilitating animosities. It must overcome the infecting virus
of national decline, weekly human toll, fustrations, hatred, confrontation, disparities,
disappointments, corruption, apathy and unprecedented national dangers, and hence embark
immediately on meeting and managing the pressing national challenges.

To confront these awesome challenges there must be a solid will, and a firm determination to
rise above the divisive forces, and to institute fundamental reforms through a national dialogue
with all political parties and factions, no matter who or what, A national strategic plan of action
must be adopted in short, medium and long-term phases. The plan must include a political,
physical, economic and social and cultural renaissance that is comprehensive, integrated and
inclusive of all sepments, factions and parties, regardless of origin, religion, gender, color,
occupation or orientation. It must be well synchronized, professionally orchestrated and well
balanced in time and place, capitalizing on national, material and human resources at home and
abroad. Egypt is entitled and deserves to assume its historic pivotal role in the region and
globally. The time is now, for the alternatives are apocalyptic and certainly unthinkable!

May 4, 2013
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7.7 Power and possibility

Al-Ahram Weekly 25 - 31 July 2012 -Issue No. 1108-Opinion

As the global quest for power continues, pushing and pulling events, there may be emerging
a new enhity on the global stage: the revolutionary Arab nation, writes Mohsen Zahran

Sixty long years have passed since 23 July 1952 coup d'A@tat by the young Free Officers
and the ousting of King Farouk of Egypt and the Sudan. The subsequent quest for power and
control of Bgypt's destiny, and the establishment of the new revolutionary Republic of Egypt
witnessed a succession of authoritarian rule by ex-army officers: president Gamal Abdel-Nasser
for 16 years, Anwar El-Sadat for 11 years and Hosni Mubarak for 30 years. These were six
decades of totalitadanism, injustice, conflicts, decline, comuphon, economic stagnaiion,
suffering, dependence on foreign aid, despair, and desperation politically, economically, socially
and culturally.

The 25 January youth revolution sparked new hope for Egypt to institute dignity, social
justice, freedom, and respect for human rights. Throughout the history of human civilisations,
mankind has been preoccupied with, and motivated by, quests for power, authority and control.
The manifestations of such quests have ranged from the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt
by the Pharach Menes during the First Dynasty in about 3000 BC, to the conguests of Ahmos,
Thotmosis and Famses 11, to Alexander the Great's armed invasions of Asia Minor, Egypt and
Mesopotamia, to the Roman Empire's colonisation of whole regions of Europe, Egypt and the
Middle East. The early Islamic campaign to spread the Islamic faith from Egypt to North Africa,
southern Europe, to the Middle and Far East (600-200 AD) reflected similar modus operandi.

Three centuries later, the several expeditions of the Crusades, which lasted for nearly two
centuries (1100-1300 AD), were aimed at capturing for Christianity the Holy Land of Palestine,
together with defending Eastern Europeans against the Turks. They were essentially religious
missions of conquest. These were followed shortly thereafter by the emergence and prominence
of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of Istanbul as the seat of the Islamic Caliphate
{1400-1900 AD), which lasted for nearly five centuries until the end of World War I, in the early
20th century. Mohamed Ali Pasha established his Alawaite dynasty in Egypt in 1805, and
dispatched hizs armed expeditions into central Africa in order to secure the origin of the River
Nile, into the Arab peninsula, into the eastern Mediterranean region of Palestine and Syria, as
well as into Turkey, and even into Latin America. Elsewhere, colonial military powers were used
comsistently by West European countries -- especially England, France, Spain, Porfugal,
Germany and Italy as well as by Russia, Japan and China -- to conguér neighbouring regions to
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accomplish their colonial objectives of power, control, security, procurement of needed
resources, and subseguently, political, economic and cultural dominance,

Throughout, human civilisations have witnessed the rise and fall of several empires, the
disappearance of many nations, the eradication of established entities, in addition to the eruption
of horrific wars, causing the tragic killing of the innocent multitudes of millions. The quest for
power has its varety of tools and venues, ways and means, in order to achieve its targets, which
are not merely innocent or missionary in form or in content. Political objectives of dominance
have been primary; however, of no less meaning, value, or implication have been the undeclared
objectives of economic, spiritual, social and cultural consequences, with short, medium and long-
term goals. After World War 10, the East-West power struggle and confrontations, whether
overtly or covertly, dominated world actions and events. Strategic plans for a power build-up and
expansion of spheres of influence dominated the global scene for decades, with less powerful or
"insignificant” countries used as pawns and venues in the global chess game. The ill-fated Arab
unity declarations and limited experiments of Gamal Abde] Nasser during the 19505 and 1960s
were guickly ambushed and squashed by world powers, through the tripartite (England, France
and Tsrael) aggression of 1956, the dissolution of the union with Syria in 1963, involvement in
senseless tribal wars in Yemen, and the Arab-Isracli Six-Day War of 1967,

Although the "Iron Curtain” collapsed at the end of the 20th century, one could see clearly
the emergence of a new polarisation with the US and European Union (EU) on one side
confronting the challenging role of Russia and China on the other. This polarisation is now
compounded, given the current economic depression in the West contrasting with the thriving
economies of the Russia and China. At the regional levels, political analysts could point out
several rivalries and polarities fuelling the quest for power and authority, be it political,
econtmie, cultural or religious: the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 between Britain and France,
with the consent of Russia, divided the spoils and territories of the "Sick Man of Europe", the
Ottoman Empire, after its defeat in World War 1. The agreement subdivided their spheres of
inflzence in the Middle East and North Africa, regardless of national aspirations and human
rights, thus planting the seeds of future conflicts and instability that have been sprouting
confrontations and violence during the last 100 years.

The vested interests of the US and Russia, especially concemning the fundamental issues of
energy, oil, natural resources, environment and armaments, have continued to influence world
politics and international relationships. One can hardly forget George W Bush's evangelistic
statements after the Islamic fundamentalists' terrible attack on the World Trade Centre in
Manhattan and the Pentagon in Washington, DC, killing nearly 5,000 people, which he referred
to the new crusade. US military interventions, in collaboration with the EU, in Iraq and
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Afghanistan in order to eradicate the sources of terrorism represent a new strategy of power
quest and dominance, with its full meaning, scope and implications. The continuing challenge
and containment of Iran for its nuclear programmee is not also an innocent objective. The various
mini-wars and armed conflicts in various African countries, in the Middle and Far East, are part
of the grand roadmap of geopolitical power manoesuvres, struggles, dnves and congquests. The era
of the neo-colonialism is rapidly asserting itself, even engulfing the spreading manifestations of
the "Arab Spring” in North Africa and the Middle East. The noble aspirations of the Arab youth
uprising to demand freedom, justice, dignity, and employment have been parily aborted, used,
misdirected, extinguished or contained in view of the larger objectives of dominance, power,
authority, manipulation and control.

At the national level, afier the glorious victory of the 25 January Revolution, and during the
long transitional period, the military have monopolised all executive, legislative and political
authority. Many youth groups have been dismayed and disappointed that afier 18 months their
goals have been scarcely accomplished. The concepts of polansation, and of divide and mule
policy, have been manifested in most declarations, actions and events. The revolution seems to
have stalled, lost steam or being hijacked. Polansations, conflicts and infighting have become too
evident to ignore or disregard. Religiously between the Muslim majority and Coptic minority;
the rich and poor; the liberals and the [slamists; the old guard and the new torch carriers; the
liberals and the conservatives; the armed forces and civil parties; civil societies and
governmental institutions; urban communities and rural conglomerations; the radical Salafis and
moderate Al-Azhar, capitalism and socialism, Sunnis and Shias; the haves and the have nots; the
revolutionists and the traditionalists; chaos and security; lawlessness associated with the
revolution versus totalitarian order linked to the old regime; Upper and Lower Egypt: business
and labour; public and private sectors; political parties and independents; young revolutionaries
and interest groups; and finally, a religious state or a civic state. The list of contrasts and
conflicts and depressing dichotormes appears endless.

- The intervention and backing of international and regional power players are too obvious to
deny or neglect, US support for the Muslim Brotherhood's assumption of power in Egypt, Tunis,
Moroceo and evidently in Syria, Algeria and the Gulf States secms almost assured, regardless of
their policies and actions in Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan. Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Iran are
now additional regional players supporting their pawns, interests or their own banner carriers,
although the dominant radical Wahhabi Islamic movement in Saudi Arabia is behind the fanatic
Islamists in Egypt, which embraces traditionally moderate Islam. Politics fosters strange
bedfellows!
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The processes of change and stabilizsation will take their course in due time, provided
dedication, transparency, sanity and social justice are given top priority, according to a plan of
action with a definite roadmap to accomplish unifying national goals. The peaceful 25 Jamuary
Revolution erupted and deserved universal acclaim, admiration and support. The multi-million
crowd, representing people power, gathered in Tahrir Square, demanding basic human rights, has
now inspired similar massive popular protests against governments in democratic countries like
Spain, Greece, lialy, France and the US, The whispers of agony have been amplified vividly
everywhere from Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan, Syria, Israel and Tunis, to Algeria, Morocco and
Mauritania.

Fhe world community will never be silent again, for the torch of freedom and basic human
rights is too glaring to disregard, for the consequences could be apocalyptical. as the 20,000
martyrs of Syria have recently justly reconfirmed. In retrospect, with all disappointments,
despair, impatience, instability, chaos, lavishness and serious economic decline, a beam of hope
prevails. It has ignited patriotic and nationalistic reflections during conflicting events, episodes
and demonstrations, strikes in Tahrir and elsewhere. In Egypt, where the central government has
ruled for more than 5,000 years, people vearn for stability, order and continuance and prosperity,
especially with the election and installation of the first president to be popularly chosen in a
democratic and free election. Are the dreams of the renaissance of a multi-national confederation
of Islamic states looming on the horizon, with extensive o1l wealth, swelling populations of 300
million people of common cultural and religious values and economic aspirations? This new
dawn of an emerging regional entity, blessed with multitudinal human and material resources,
S.P;I'E.'ﬂd over a land area of nearly five million square miles, roughly equivalent to that of the
United States, needs to be recogmised, heralded, and nobly upheld.
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7.8 The Egyptian Condition

The January 25" peaceful, vouth revolution has been a shinning landmark in mmflern
Epyptian history since Pharaoh Menes® unification of Upper and Lower Egypt into one unified
nation in 3200 BC. The Revolution’s eruption against corruption, tyranny, injustice and denial of
basic human rights was symbolized in its declaration of its noble objectives of bread, freedom,
dipnity, and social justice, which claimed the remarkable admiration and unanimous support
from around the globe. Throughout the cighteen days of the Revolution until Hosny Mobarak
stepped down on February 11, 2011, a strong national bondage of all national factions, regardless
of color, origin, gender, age, religion or income level, united admirably the national fabric. It
ignited national thrust and heralded national pride among the muititudes of millions that
assembled day and night in squares like Tahrir in most major Egyptian cities. These were
historic, indelible and truly magnificent demonstrations of people power, that will remain
immaortal--a model example for people resolve everywhere. However, when Mubarak entrusted
the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) to mun the affairs of the nation, the innocent
revolutionaries trusted that a brief smooth transitional period will follow, to prepare the nation
for a true parliamentary democracy, This perod was believed to culminate into a new
constitution, coupled with needed political, economic, social, and cultural change that will insure
the implementation of the Revolution objectives for which 1000 yvouth gave their lives, and over
5000 wounded.

Yet, the actual performance and conduct of the military was a mixture of inexpenence,
indecision, tacit approval of the creation of countless political parties in order to induce “divide
and rule,” trigger infighting, and spark strikes in various cities, so as to serve their interests! This
was accompanied with a virtual breakdown of governmental operations, indifference, apathy,
lawlessness, chaos, terrorism, violence, and a continuing failure of national social services and
public utilities, topether with serious shortapes of electricity, water, gasoline, and even bread.
Certainly, this nightmare, which persisted for eighteen long months, was never expected, or even
imagined, as an outcome of the noble Revolution!

Nevertheless, one positive achievement should be fairly accredited 1o SCAF, is its insistence
on holding national elections of the parliament and a new civilian president, after sixty years of
totalitarian role by ex-military presidents since the July 23,1952 cowp d'etat. Despite the
installation of the new president on June 30, 2012, and the formation of & new cabinet from the
Moslem Brotherhood (MB), SCAF still retained legislation, sharing authority with the new
President. He was shrewd on Augl2 to expel SCAF 42 days later, retire top brass and claimm all
powers to himself and the MB, who de facto run the country now.



189

An objective overview of the present Egyptian condition is indeed disturbing, disappointing
and distressing. This is not what the January Revolution longed for, planned for or aspired for.
Except for the transparent, fair elections, very little else has been achieved:

s Militarily: Although Field Marshal Tantaway had threatened that the Armed Forces will
use its ron fist to squash any aggression on Egyptian borders, it is puzzling that SCAF,
which was relieved of its political obligations in munning the country by 30/6/2012, was
caupght unprepared to confront the termible Rafah murder of 16 soldiers on Aug 5, near the
border between Sinai and Gazxa. This shocking aggression on Egvpt
(Palestinians/Hamas/Israel?), the first in forty years, leaves many questions unanswered,
especially that inielligence reports had wamed of the pending attack two days earlier,
regardless of the justified blame on the Peace Treaty restrictions of military hardware in the
border zone. The army mushed to combat and eradicate the fanatic Islamic Gihad terrorists
in the hideouts in the Sinai Mountains, a mission expected to be lengthy and costly.
Remember MB/Hamas allegiance! The age-old axiom warns that forgotten land is a lost
land! Om a different front, it is curious to note the tacit alliance between SCAF and the MB
from the very beginning, even during the last waning days of Mubarak. This collusion
resulted in the Islamic parties winning the elections miraculously, and once in control they
negate on their promises, turning against their former allies. Since their early alliance with
the military, the MB is known to reverse their tactics, deny their promises and change their
course in order to achieve their hidden agenda! Indeed, politics harbor strange bedfellows!

* Politically: The Moslem Brotherhood (MB) is working diligently to dominate the
Constitutional Committee, in order to control the executive and legislative branches and
even the judiciary! Their known objectives and familiar tactics of exclusiveness and
implementation of their operations at all levels, institutions, syndicates, labor unions and
establishments covertly or overily, are well known. We are awaiting the adoption of the
new Constitution in a national referendum which is expected to be popularly approved,
according to the earlier “scenario™ of March, 2011. This will be followed by parliamentary
elections by this fall. Their political opposition is made futile, ineffectual and impotent,
since it is made up of countless weak parties, associations, and factions who squabble and
fight, thus tendering them indeed powerless. On the other hand, one should note the
prevalence of a new, multi-colored spectrum of political leanings and configurations: from
the liberals to the conservatives, from the extreme radical right to the extreme left, from the
moderate Islamists to the fanatic Sofis, from the conformists to the anarchists. These
opposing factions are bound to shape the future political arena.

= Socially: The Egyptian population have now reached nearly 90 million peopls (2.2 %
annual population growth rate), suffering from illiteracy, uncmployment, economic
deprivation, lawlessness, armed gangs, mushrooming squatter developments sprouting
everywhere, lack of proper housing, shortage of resources, inadequate basic services and
last, but not least, diminishing hope. The strong bondage of the early days of the
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Revolution seems to have disintegrated, and even evaporated, leaving social aggregates and
communal entities, more divided and repelling. At present, there is an alarming dissolution
of the social pattern and fabric as well as ecthical references, despite the apparent
persistence en performing religious rituals, regardless of daily life and practices. The
“divide and rule”™ policy has succeeded in implanting a serious virus of apathy, animosity,
resistance, violence, sexual harassment and anti-social conduct, disorderliness, chaos,
challenge of national references (whether spiritual, moral, ethical, legal or material), anti-
institutiomal groups, anti-management aftitudes, and simply anti-government and anti-
authority reactions. It is now difficult for any department head to manage or enforce laws
or regulations--an anarchy in its ugliest face and practice! This will eventually cause, alas,
a sudden breakdown of government, flight of investments, degeneration and a serious wear
and tear in institutional and social fabric. It will induce serious fissures in the national
structure, threatening national institutions, with its tragic consequences!

Economically: The economic situation in Egypt has been declining even before the
Revolution. It has dipped sharply since February 2011. The economic rate of growth has
" slowed down to less than 2%; the inflation rate has spiraled upward beyond 20%%; and the
Central Bank has been moaning the depletion of its foreign exchange reserves, with the
pound value falling, reaching 6.10LE against the USS, losing 10% January, 2011.
Tourism, the major hard currency earner, has never recovered with various tourist sites in
Sinai, in Upper Egypt or in the Red Sea, remaining mostly vacant due to group
cancellations, owing to instability, insecurity and stagnation. Moreover, unemployment is
thus rising steadily, given work stoppages, economic decline, loss of exports, and the rise
of imported goods. In addition, both industrial and agricultural production is declining. It
has been reported that nearly 50% of the youth, aged 15-35, are unemploved. The
government budget deficit is worsening; thus, there is a persistent need to apply for loans
from the World Bank, the IMF, az well as Arab Gulf countries, who voiced promises of
pending support, which is vet to materialize. How can the hopes of the Revolution, social
justice and employment be achieved with the current limited resources and ecomomic
deprivation? However, it is puzzling that despite this economic depression, Egyptians secm
to spend on luxuries apathetically. Observers point out that the Egyptian informal economy
constitutes nearly 40% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDF), which mumns unreported,
unconirolled, untaxed and survives in oblivion, employing multi millions, and supporting
many families!

Mevertheless, while there are not enough power stations to meet rising electricity
consumption, yet the rush to buy and install air-conditioning sets in dwellings is rising.
Ramadan light decorations are hung everywhere unabashedly, resulting in frequent black-
outs. Water treatment plants do not have enough water to treat and pump into the
networks, resulting in periodic and prolonged cuts in the water supply system. Yet, there is
a rise in rice plantations, which consume huge water quantities, coupled with extravagant
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water consumption in urban areas! Nobody gives due attention to conservation, or to the
zerious national challenge of losing our curment share of the Nile River of 55.5 billion m3,
. although Egypt has actually consumed more than 20 billion m3 last year! Governments
have not negotiated eamestly with the eleven countries sharing the Nile River region,
which demand the reduction of Egypt’s share, in order to reach an eguitable new accord to
meet the fsing demand.

Environmentally: There is a serious violation of all environmental laws and regulations.
Solid waste is piling in streets with local government’s operations almost coming to a halt.
Furthermore, in flagrant challenge to urban repulations and order, piles of construction
rubbish are disposed of on highway embankments, on public streets and on waterfronts, in
g direct defiance of the law. Water pollution of canals, of the Nile River tnbutaries and on
waterfronts is omnipresent everywhere. Visual pollution is offensive in strects, on building
facades, in the form of banners, graffiti, wall paintings, slogans, billbeards and posters,
together with a shameless kaleidoscope of colors, dresses, forms, shapes, signs, finishes
and materials. These images are in utter discord and, are in fallacious conflict with one
another. Noise pollution is also nising exponentially, with people screaming and insulting,
blaring loudspeakers, car honking and donkeys braying-- causing a serious health hazard.

In addition, urban pollution in the form of flagrant violations of urban order, urban laws
and regulations is a serious threat to the meanings of urbanity, of order, commitment,
identity and character. Demolition of architectural and urban heritape icons is continuing
unabashed in violation of legal restrictions. Tegal 20-story towers are sprouting feverishly
everywhere on small lots, with speedy construction capabilities, in order to avoid legal
action by municipalities— a dangerous practice which threatens the very safety of
structures, disregarding the building codes and required factors of safety. Already a couple
of new towers have collapsed recently, a dramatic waming to all; however, there is no
slowdown or formal intervention! In addition, this wave of urban congestion and sprawl
results in the overloading of the electric grid networks, blockage of sewerage, as well as
exasperating the already insufficient and limited water supply. This alarming situation will
contribute to a sharp increase in the urban, housing and building densities, which will
multiply the present unbearable congestion, traffic snarls, as well as the breakdown of
urban systems and networks.

Meanwhile, squatter and informal building developments are mushrooming relentlessly
inside and outside urban areas, causing intolerable conditions for those who are illegally
housed in such informal communities, which now accommodate nearly 25% of the
Egyptian urban population. These illegal setflements have become urban insults and urban
decay, a direct degradation of urban order, as well as the defamation of wban character
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with, no solution in sight. Such social concentrations are like ghettos-- they are havens of
crime, narcotics, violence, lawlessness, a vacoum in human conscience, breeding nests of
hatred, a defying absence of belonging, immorality and disintegration of social order, in
addition to being serious threats to moral, social, and legal frameworks. These shameful
conglomerations are truly an alarming deterioration of  the national existence and natiomal
survival.

¢ Culturally: The challenge to government authority combined with the resistance to,
and viclent reaction against police brutality, as evidenced during the Revolution, has
resulted in & concerted challenge of, and confrontation with, any type of authority or law.
This has become a danperous virus, infecting every aspect of individual and commumnal

- conduct, behavior and performance. Evidence of such challenges is abundant, seen daily in
rising street quarrels, gang fights, daily assaults, protests and strikes, as well as frequent
road blocks, to barricade, to obstruct and to strangle traffic on national highways and
railways. This trend of civil disobedience has become common place everywhere. Direct
gang attack on policemen and police stations are not infrequent. There is simply no respect
of law, discipline or order, coupled with a magnified focus on self interest and selfishness
at the expense of others! In addition, the Egyptian cultural fabric and individoal conduct are
invaded by imported customs and life styles, transplanted from the west as well as the gulf
countries, with all their contrasts and conflicts, which are incongruent with the homeland
traditions and life styles. We are mostly imitators, and hardly initiators! Meanwhile,
religion, which used to dominate Egyptian public life and Egvptians” conduct, is practiced
only in form but rarely in practical daily life. Spirtual, moral or ethical values have barely
helped to stop or contain the decline of personal conduct, communal strife or illegal
practices. The law-abiding citizen of the civilized society has become non-existent in
Egypt, regardless of education, income, age, social status or cultural identity.

In retrospect, these examples of national challenges and ailments are tragically serious and,
indeed, should never be neglected or ignored, for they tear down and destroy the national
fabric, and threaten the age-old national values and national entity. This is not what the
Janmary 25" Revolution has longed for, or even hoped for. Egypt can, should and will
overcome these threats and heed these serious wamings, since their disregard is tantamount to
freason. Egypt has been the leading pivotal leader of the region for centuries according to
history, geography and performance. After decades of regretful withdrawal, this prominent role
must be reasserted and implemented uwnequivocally, politically, secio-economically and
culturally. Consequently, a national road map for essential reform, for inherent change and
total uplifting is urgently called for, entitled: The National Revival and Recovery Plan. This
should necessarily include:
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1. A Compreliensive National Integrated Development Plan capitalizing on the
forgotten, deserted regions of Egypt, especially in Sinai, Upper Egypt, Qattara Depression and
the western desert oases corridor. The goal is a phased integrated wban, rural, industrial and
agricultural progress in entire Egpypt.

2. A National Defense Plan for safeguarding Egypt’s borders, east, west, south and north
by focusing on maximum military preparedness coupled with the development of productive/
defensive conglomerations that bolster the defense strategy, achieve perennial, thriving
development and insure the continuing prosperity of these regional zones, which are invariably
threatened by both friends and foes alike!

3. A National Energy and Water Plan, which supports and encourages desalinization
plants on the Med and Red Sea coasts, has become indispensible in order to meet future energy
and water shortages, in addition to the production of needed electricity from renewsble
sources, using the Masdar example of the UAE as a proven guide. A new equitable Nile Basin
Accord muat be negotiated and concluded ASAP.

4. A National Plan for Education and Health Reform is mandatory and should be given
top priority. The recent Malaysia and China remarkable schievements have recognized and
capitalized on this necessity, which has boosted their economies and propelled their preat
Leaps Forward. There is no other alternative! This Plan must be given national priority, and
necds to be comprehensively implemented. 5. A National Road Transpertation Plan to
cover expansively the total development needs of the whole nation is mandatory, starting from
the North Corridor to the east and west corridors and south comidor with parallel corridor prids
east-west and north-south, with the Nile valley as the principal spine. A new capital for 2 new
Egypt, a national undertaking, which I have personally supported and initiated six years ago,
has become a must, to be planned and implemented urgently. There is no use in the piece-meal
urban development projects in the Greater Cairo Metropolitan area, whether in the form of ring
roads, tunnels, bridges, or underground metro lines, for they will not reform or uplift the
deteriorated and congested capital. Cairo is burdened, overloaded with the escalating pressures
of surrounding new towns which are dependent on the old city, leading to further congestion,
dilapidation and deterioration. The example of Brazil, a rising economic world power, in
building its new capital, Brasilia, in the hinterland away from the urban corridor of Rio /San
Paolo on the Atlantic Ocean, should be a guiding example.

6. A National Population Redistribution Plan, integral with these proposed national
plang, should accommodate housing, jobs and needed facilities sand services to serve the
nation’s 150 million people by 2050, away from the Nile wvalley housing 95% of the
population, congested on 5 % of the country area. Egypt has been historically dependent on
agriculture, and the problem of hunger will become a global phenomenon that will require
nations to harvest deserts and ocean floors, This must be a national undertaking, for land and
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people are Egyptl's precious capital that needs to be truly focused upon. The challenges are
enormous, the problems are abound, the obstacles seem insurmountable, but the will to change
and the resolve to thrust forward are abundant, as the horizons are boundless, open, and ready. .

18/8/2012
Published as: The Egyptian Condition

In: Al-Abram Weekly 30 August - 5 September 2012
Issue No. 1112
Opinion
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7.9. The Quest for Power

Sixty long vears have passed since July 23, 1952 coup d’état by the young free Army officers
and the ousting of King Farouk of Egypt and the Sudan. The subsequent quest for power and
control of Egypt's destiny, and the establishment of the new revolutionary Republic of Egypt
witnessed a succession of authoritarian rule by ex-army officers: President Gamal Abdel-Nasser
for sixteen years, Anwar Sadat for 11 years and Hosny Mobarak for thirty vears, These were six
decades of totalitarianism, injustice, conflicts, decline, corruption, economic stagnation,
suffering, as well as dependence upon foreign aid, despair and desperation politically,
economically, socially and culturally. The January 25™ 2011 yvouth revolution has sparked a new
hope for Egypt to institute dignity, social justice, freedom, and respect for human rights.

Throughout the history of human civilizations, mankind has been preoccupied with, and
motivated by, a wide range of thrusts of power quests, authority and control. The manifestations
of such guests have ranged from the unification of Upper and Lower Egypt by the Pharaoh
Menes during the first dynasty in about 3000 B.C., to the conguests of Ahmos, Thotmosis and
Ramesses 11, to the Alexander the Great’s armed invasions of Asia Minor, Egypt and
Mesopotamia, to the Roman Empire’s colonization of whole regions of Europe, Egypt and the
Middle East. The early Islamic campaign to spread the Islamic faith from Egypt to North Africa,
southern Europe, to the Middle and Far East (600-200 A.D.) reflected similar modus operandi.
Three centuries later, the several expeditions of the crusades which lasted nearly for two
centuries (1100 — 1300 A.D.), were aimed at capturing for Christianity the Holy Land of
Palestine, together with defending Eastern Europeans against the Turks. They were essentially
religious missions of conquest. These were followed shortly thereafter by the emergence and
prominence of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of Istanbul as the seat of the Islamic
Caliphate (1400-1900 A.D.), which lasted for nearly five centuries until the end of World War 1,
in the early twentieth century. Mchammed Aly Pasha established his Alwaite dynasty in Egypt
in 18035, and dispatched his armed expeditions into central Africa, in order to secure the origin of
the river Nile, into the Arab peninsula, into the eastern Mediterranean region of Palestine and
Syria as well as into Turkey, and even into Latin Americal Elsewhere, colonial Military powers
were used consistently by west European countries, especially England, France, Spain, Portugal,
Germany and Italy as well as by Russia, Japan and China to conguer neighboring regions to
accomplish their colonial objectives of power control, security, procurement of needed resources,
and subsequently, political, economic and cultural dominance. Throughout, human civilizations
have witnessed the rise and fall of several empires. the disappearance of many nations, the
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eradication of a few entities, in addition to the eruption of horrific wars, thus causing the tragic
killing of the innocent multitudes of millions.

The guest for power has its variety of tools and venues, ways and means, in order to achieve
ity targets, which are not merely innocent or missionary in form or in content.  Political
objectives of dominance have been primary, however of no less meaning, value, or implications
have been the undeclared objectives of economic, spiritual, social and cultural consequences,
with short, medivm and long-term goals. The twentieth cenfury witmessed two major World
Wars with the terrible human loss of nearly a hundred million people! In WWI, Europe was the
major theatre of operations, involving the major Eurcpean countries including the USA, fighting
for political supremacy and control, resulting in major geopolitical changes in central and east
Europe. Im WWII the Allied Forces, involved later on the full commitment of the USA, and Axis
powers led by Nazi Germany and Japan fought fierce battles in Europe, North Africa and the Far
East, culminating in the defeat of Germany and Japan, especially after the US deployment of
Atomic bombs and other WMD, with massive huoman and material losses, It was crucial,
deterrent and Fatal, as well as shaper of the world strategies of power quests!

Afiter World War 11, the East-West power struggle and confrontations, whether overtly or
covertly, continued to dominate world actions and events. Strategic plans for a power build-up
and expansion of the spheres of influence dominated the global scene for decades, with less
powerful or “insignificant™ countries, used as pawns and venues in the global chess game. The
ill-fated Arab unity declarations and limited experiments of Gamal Abdel-Nasser during the
19508 and 19605 were quickly ambushed and squashed by world powers, through the tri-partite
{(England, France and Israel) aggression of 1956, the dissolution of union with Syria in 1961, the
involvement in the senseless tribal wars in Yemen and the Arab/Tsraeli Six-Day War of 1967.

Although the iron curtain collapsed at the end of the twentieth century, one could see clearly
the i:mcrgt:ﬁu: of the new polarization with the U.S. and European Union (EU) on one side
confronting the challenging role of Russia and China on the other, given the cumrent economic
depression in the west contrasting with the thriving economies of the Russia and China.

At the regional levels, polifical analysts could point out several rivalries and polanties fueling
the quest for power and authority, be it political, economic, cultural or religious, the Sykes -
. Picot Agreement of 1916, between the United Kingdom and France, with the consent of Russia,
divided the spoils and territories of the “Sick Man of Europe,” the Ottoman Empire, after its
defeat in World War L The Agreement subdivided their spheres of influence in the Middle East
and North Africa, regardless of national aspirations and human rights, thus planting the seeds of
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future conflicts and instability that have been sprouting confrontations and violence during the
last hundred vears!

The vested interests of the U.5. and Russia, especially concerning the fundamental issues of
energy, 0il, natural resources, environment, markels and armaments have continued to influence
world politics and international relationships. After the 1973 Arab/lsraeli war and the subsequent
0il Embargo, the west used The PetroDollar strategy to siphon the oil revenue of the oil-rich
Arab states through the investment in expensive armaments, the construction of grand projects
and mega development undertakings by western companies and operators! This has become a
new arena of power quest and control. Moreover, one can hardly forget George Bush Jr.'s
evangelistic statements after the 9/11/2001 Islamic fundamentalists® terrible attack on the World
Trade Center in Manhattan and the Pentagon in Washington, [.C., killing nearly 3,000 people, in
which he referred to the mew crusade! Using UN Security Council Resolutions as cosmetic
cover, the U.8. military interventions, in collaboration with the EU., in Iraq and in Afghanistan,
in order to eradicate the sources of terrorism, represent a new strategy of power quest, control
and dominance, with its full meanings, scope and implications. The continuing challenge and
containment of Iran for its nuclear program is not also an innocent objective. The various mini-
wars and ammed conflicts in various African countries, in the Middle and Far East are part of the
grand road-map of geo-political power maneuvers, strupgles, drives and conquests. The era of
the NMeo-calonialism is rapidly asserting itself, even engulfing the spreading manifestations of the
“Arab Spring” in North Africa and the Middle East. The noble aspirations of the Arab youth
uprising to demand freedom, justice, dignity, and employment have been, alas, partly aborted,
used, misdirected, extinguished or contained in view of the larper objectives of dominance,
power, authority, manipulation and control.

At the national level, after the glorious victory of January 25, 2011 Revolution and during
the long transitional period, the military have monopolized all executive, legislative and political
authority. Many vouth groups have been dismayed and disappointed that after eighteen months,
their goals have been scarcely accomplished. The concepts of polarization, and of divide and
rule policy, have been manifested in most declarations, actions and events. The Revolution
seems to have stalled, lost steam or being hijacked! Polarzations, conflicts and infighting have
become too evident to ignore or disregard. Religiously, between the Muslem majority and
Coptic minority; but equally divisive polarities include: the rich and poor; the liberals and the
Islamists; the old guard and the new torch carriers; the liberals and the conservatives; SCAF of
the Armed Forces and civil parties; civil societies and governmental institutions; the urban
communities and the rural conglomerations; the radical Soufists and the Al-Azhar moderate
institution, capitalism and socialism, Sunnites and Shiites; the bave and the have nots; the
revolutionists and the traditionalists; chaos and security; lawlessness associated with the
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Revolution versus totalitarian order linked to the old regime; Upper and Lower Egypt; business
and labor; public and private sectors; political parties and independents; the young
revolutionaries and the interest groups; and finally a religious state or a civic state. The long list
of contrasts, conflicts and depressing dichotomies appears endless!

The intervention and backing of international and regional power players are too obvious to
deny or neglect. The US support of the Muslim Brotherhood's assumption of power in Egypt,
Tunis, Morocco and evidently in Syria, Alperia and the Gulf states seems almost a!ﬁgj:n_,
regardless of their policies and actions in Iran, Iragq and Afghanistan. Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
Quatar and Iran are now additional regional players supporting their pawns, interests or their own
banner carriers, although the dominant radical Wahabis Islamic movement in Sandi Arabia is
behind the fanatic Islamists in Egyvpt, which embraces traditionally moderate Islam. Politics
foster strange bed fellows!

The process of change and stabilization will take their due course in time provided
dedication, transparency, sanity and social justice are given top priority, according to a plan of
action with a definite road map to accomplish unifying national goals. The peaceful January 25%
Revolution erupted and deserved the universal acclaim, admiration and support, worldwide,
Even the power of the multi-million people, who gathered in Tahrir Square, demanding their
basic human rights have now inspired similar massive popular protests againsi their governments
in the democratic countries of Spain, Greece, Italy, France and the U.S. The whispers of agony
have been amplified avidly everywhere from Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan, Syria, Israel, Libya,
Tumig, Algeria, Morocco, and Mauritania.

The world community will never be silent again, for the torch of freedom and basic human
rights is too glaring to ignore or neglect, for the consequences could be apocalyptical, as the
20,000 martyrs of Syria have recently justly reconfirmed. In retrospect, with all
disappointments, despair, impatience, instability, chaos, lawlessness and serious economic
decline, a beam of hope prevails. It has ignited patriotic and nationalistic reflections during
conflicting events, episodes and demonstrations, strikes in Tahrir and elsewhere. In Egypt, where
the central government has ruled for more than 5,000 years, people yearn for stability, order,
continuance meaningful development, and prosperity especially with the election and installation
of Dr Mohamed Morsi, as the first President to be popelarly chosen in a democratic and free
glection. Are the dreams of the renaissance of a multi-national confederation of Islamic states
looming on the honzon, with an extensive oil wealth, swelling populations of 400 million people
of common cultural and religious values and economic aspirations? This new dawn of an
emerging regional entity, blessed with multitudinal human, natural and material resources,
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sint.ad over a land area of nearly five million square miles the cradle of human civilisations,
roughly equivalent to that of the U.S.A., needs to be recognized, heralded, and nobly upheld.

22/07/2012
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7.10 Repelling Ramifications: Prosecuting Civil Societies in Egypt

The triumph of the peaceful Egyptian youth revolution in January 25, 2011 resounded in
all comers of the world with outstanding clation and astounding commendation. Undoubtedly,
without the active participation, coordinated involvement and energized commitment of the civil
societies that were well organized, patriotically mobilized and politically motivated, it is
uncertain that this heroic phenomena and unparalleled achievement could have succeeded.
MNevertheless, one year on, the objectives of the revolution have been gravely betrayed and
scarcely fulfilled.

The current legal clamp-down on civil societies, is puzzling and indeed, intriguing. One
could trace the de facto displeasure and repellent actions of the ruling Military Council, from the
very beginning, since last March, over the repeated calls by civil societies for multi-million
demonstrations in Tahrir Square, and elsewhere in Egypt against the callous procrastination,
unjustifiable delays and disgusting betrayal of the goals of the revolution. The continuing crack-
down on youth groups on several occasions of Friday demonstrations resulted in hundreds killed
and thousands injured. Yet, the beacon of the revolution could not be dimmed or extinguished.
The massive multitudes, who assembled in Tahrir Square during the first anniversary are a
convincing testimony, despite the bloody toll, military trials and subsequent jail sentences
involving thousands of the revolutionary youth. This recent legal action against several civil
socicties from the United States, Germany and other countries, and the subsequent arrest of
nearly thirty youth activists from Egypt, 19 members from the U.8., Germany, Serbia, and other
countries, suggest that this scenario cannot be isolated from earlier interventions and actions.

The prosecution has accused several civil societies of failing to secure government
permits to work in Egypt, as prescribed by law, and for receiving financing amounting to multi-
million dollars in aid money from abroad without getting proper approval from pertinent
authorities (Ministries of Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and Social Affairs). Those
societies have been plainly at fault for not abiding by the legal procedures. However, one conld
understand the argument by defendamts™ lawyers that registration papers were submitted on time
to secure the required permits, but they received no official response. They insist that they have
been operating in Egypt for years during the Mubarak era and never received a word of warning
or a threat of legal repercussions. Furthermore, they had applied last spnng and received
permission to monitor as independent observers the recent parliamentary elections in Egypl
They toured polling stations along with human rights organizations, and subsequently
proclaimed to the world the fairness of the election process and proceduores.
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International observers hasten to point out that civil societies are in the heart of political
democratic processes in many countries, especially in the U.S. and Ewrope. The United Nations
system depends on civil societies direct involvement and input in most international
conferences, meetings and world forums. Thus, the recent marring of their image here, coupled
with the distrast leveled at their performance is to the detriment and denial of their role, activism,
mission and value in supporting democracy, freedom and social commitment to public affairs.
On the other hand, one would wonder how such an incriminating action, accompanied with the
negalive media tinted coverage concerning the illegal conduct of those civil societies on the
national scene, would undermine bilateral and multilateral relations at this critical time?. Why
ignite feelings and inflame relations now with overzealous charges of interference, violations and
wanton plots compromising sovereignty and national security, given the cumrent turbulent
situation in Egypt, which 15 suffering economically, politically, socially and culturally? Any
action should be considered carefully and weighed wisely from all angles and levels, both
qualitatively and gquantitatively. At this time, when officials bemoan the present economic
demise of Egypt, which has requested multi-billion loans from the World Bank, LM.F. and other
lending organizations, can Egypt afford to lose the annual L1.S. AID (1.3 billion for the military +
250 million for civilian projects) and also risk the disapproval of loans from the international
agencies, knowing the influential role of the U.S. National pride has now energized drives to do
without external Aid or loans altogether?!

The atmosphere has been over-charged with rising tension and exaggerated emotions on
both sides. It is high time to exercise self-conirol and due restraint with due wisdom and insight,
bearing in mind the dire consequences on both sides, as well as the possible ramifications on
bilateral relations in the short and long terms. National interests must be the primary goal.
Indeed, this is no place for excited emotions or exagperated nationalism in this era of
globalization and the new world order, which entails the full comprehension and due recognition
of the new emerging dimensions on the world scene concermning the meanings of borders of time,
place, order, sovereignty and national interests, as well as human rights and democratic values.

2822012
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7.11 Prosecuting civil society

Al-Ahram Weekly 1 - 7 March 2012- Issue No. 1087- Opinion
Without the active participation and commitment of a well- organised and patriotically
mobilised civil society it is doubtful that the 25 January Revolution would have taken hold. Yet a
year later the objectives of the revolution have been betrayed.

The current legal clampdown on civil society is at once puzzling and intriguing. The growing
displeasure of the ruling military council to calls by civil societies for mass demonstrations in
Tahrir Square was apparent as early as March last year.

The multitudes assembled in Tahrr Square on the first anniversary of the revolution offer
testimony that the fervour for change is unabated. The recent legal action against international
NGOs is part of an ongoing scenario of repression.

The prosecution has accused NGOs of failing to procure government permits to work in
Egypt, and for receiving financing millions of dollars in funds from abroad without the
permission of the authorities.

The WGOs are clearly at fault for not abiding by legal procedures, But it is impossible not o
sympathise with the arguments of defence lawyers, who say the NGOs had indeed applied for
licences only to receive no response, sometimes for years.

Some of the NGOs in guestion have been operating in Egypt for a decade or more, never
once receiving a legal waming, They applied and received permission to monitor the recent
parliamentary elections in Egypt last spring. International observers point out that civil society is
at the heart of the democratic processes of many countries, especially the US and European
states. The marring of their image here is intended to deflect their role in supporting democracy,
freedom and social responsibility in public affairs,

The atmosphere has been clouded by exapgerated emotions on both sides. It is high time to
exercise sclf- control, bearing in mind the dire consequences for both sides of deteriorating
bilateral relations. National interests must not be compromised. There is no place for excitability
or illogeal nationalism in a globalised world.
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7.12 The Egyptian Dilemma

The Egyptian January 25 Youth Revolution has recently celebrated its first anniversary
with massive, peaceful demonstrations in Tahrir Square, and elsewhere in many cities
nationwide, recalling the admirable, victorious multitndes of millions of people during the
historic events of January 25" , as well as February 11%, the day of Mubarak's departure. The
resounding, persistent demand after one year was the insistence on the continuum of the
Revolution to achieve its noble objectives of "Bread, Freedom, Dignity, and Social Justice,”
which are vet to be realized!

The great hopes of change after the relinguishment of power by the former President and
the suspension of the Parliament during the early days of the Revolution, have gradually
evaporated, due to inexplicable indecision, puerling procrastination, debilitating stagnation,
callous insensibility and devious detours, despite several marches, strikes, sit-ins, and multi-
million demonstrations spanming several months hence. Meanwhile, the nation has been
suffering politically, economically, socially, and culturally from lack of progress, coupled with
regressing development, as evidenced in the reported loss of 5084 of foreign exchange rescrves,
lagging unemployment, a sharp decline in investment, spiraling inflation, an alarming loss of
exports, Tising imports, deteriorating governance as well as a virtual collapse of local
povernment services and responsibilities. Meanwhile, the Armed Forces Supreme Council
(AFSC), to which Mubarak delegated the authority to run the country, have ordered military
police, in concert with the security forces, to confront and clash with peaceful protestors on
several occasions, in violation of their basic human rights, which resulted in nearly 400 killed
and several thousands wounded. Alas, this is a painful bloody toll, equivalent to more than 50%
of those, who gave their lives and shed their blood after the liberation of their destiny in January
2011. These confrontations have generated rising distrust, anger, and violence, topether with a
bitter fecling of betrayal and a sinking realization of mistrust, This has prompted millions of
people recently to demonstrate again in Tahrir and elsewhere on January 25™ , and 28", 2012,
calling for the continuation of the Revolution, and furthermore, the immediate exit of the AFSC
as well as the speedy election and installation of a civilian president.

This loud outery for the immediate sumender of power by the military was a direct result of
the people’s realization that the Council is not too keen to have a new constitution be adopted,
with full democratic processes and transparent procedures, especially after their insistence on the
inclusion of certain clauses giving the military special stature and exemptions from due
processes and rules. It has become crystal clear to the majority of observers that there is a hidden
agenda perpetuating the distinguished presence and involvement of the armed forces in Egyptian
public life. This leading role has continuwed unabated since the 1952 coup d'efar, and the
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subsequent authoritarian mile of ex-military presidents: Nasser, Sadat, and Mubarak! The stakes,
benefits and interests are too great to relinguish or share!. To achieve this agenda and maintain
the status quo, covertly, or overily, AFSC decisions and actions have included: diversionary and
divisionary tactics; slow and inadequate declarations of & roadmap and a definitive timetable to
end the transitional period; the continuation since last February of insecurity, violence,
corruption and lawlessness; the repeated instigation of distrust and clashes between the protestors
and the police forces; and the contimuation of infiltration of political parties, youth alliances,
professional federations, together with labor syndicates, social and ethnic groups in order to
initiate in-group fighting and induce social instability. Furthermore, revolutionary youth groups
and NGOs have been invariably accused of being thugs, pawns of foreign circles, unpatriotic,
unruly, and disruptive of public order, aiming at the downfall of Egypt! Such organizations are
now formally accused of receiving extensive foreign financial support and are facing court trials.
Mubarak is out, but the regime functionaries, machine, and loyalists are ceaselessly plotting and
resisting the stability of the nation! Certain segments of society believed in such groundless
charges! The classic colonial rule of “divide and conquer”™ was revived! This devious ploy could
culminate ultimately in the BEevolution’s loss of inertia, self-destruction and anchorage in foco
mation, an old technique and a devilish tactic frequently applied and maliciously maneuvered by
former officials. Many observers are afraid that the Revolution is being viscously attacked,
seriously betrayed, and nearly hijacked!

One would only hope that this obvious assumption, which is supported by ample factual
evidence, is fueled by exaggerated suspicion or devious doubts, However, evidence from actual
realities, questionable decisions, and lagging performance is too compelling for all to ignore or
even disregard, Is it a mere allegation that none of the objectives of the January Revolution have
been implemented, a concern which is causing great despair, frustration and even doubts about
the benefits of the Revolution to the poor masses of Egypt, who have supported it
wholeheartedly, and who amount to 40% of the total population? Is it merely circumstantial that
the Moslem Brotherhood, the most organized religious/political movement on the Egyptian
sceme, has on several occasions supported the military's decisions and readmap, and have also
accelerated their presence and dominance of the Egyptian public life. Thus, they are claiming
along with the Salafeiah movement {right wing Islamic party) nearly 70% of the Parliament seats
during the December/January Parliament elections, whereas the Revolutionary Youth could win
less than 5% of the 500+ seat Parliament? While an unprecedented 60% of the total registered
voters cast their ballots in the elections of the Parliament lower house (Magles El-Shaab), a mere
6% wvoted in the elections of the upper house (Magles El-Shurah) recently—an unmistakable
indication of the people’s disappointment, disapproval and disgust with the ongoing state of
affairs! The suspicion points to a de facte alliance with the AFSC, a fact asserted by their refusal
to partake in the massive demonstrations called by the Youth Federations on 11/2/2012 in Tahrir,
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the first anmiversary of Mubarak's departure, in order to demand the immediate transfer to
civilian rule! Furthermore, the organizers have called for a gradual civil disobedience escalation
to maximize their pressure, an action which both the AFSC and the Islamist parties condemned!

Because of Egypt's dominant and geopolitical leading role in the Middle East, Arab nations
in the Gulf repion are not overily supporting the Egyptian Revolution and, therefore, have
aligned themselves with the former members of the NDP (Mubarak™s WNational Democratic
Party) as well as officers/officials of the old regime, in order to fund and instigate trouble
underground, thus causing disruption, unrest, violence, instability and insecurity in wvarious
governorates, coupled with terrorist attacks against public buildings and institutions throughout
the country. On the other hand, certain parties, groups and individuals have hastened after the
Revolution to claim their shares of the pig, in order to reserve their influential position of power
and to further their profitable interests in the new Egypt. By claiming the majority of the
Parliament seats, the Moslem Brotherhood are now practicing the same tole and modus
operand ‘s as the NDP. Media columnists and public personalities, who were the mouth-pieces of
the old regime, are now revolutionaries (1), gleaming in the limelight, again, on their own TV
talk shows!

Despite the ongoing, belated trials of Mubarak, his sons and former officials on counts of
killing of the demonstrators during the Revolution, corruption and bribery, the vicious corruption
virus is still infesting every level and every comer in the Egyptian public life, as evidenced in the
state of lawlessness and defiance of public laws everywhere, Flagrant violations and illegal
practices are witnessed daily in the thousands of deplorable, unsafe building viclations as well as
the massive urban sprawl invading and destroying precious, fertile agricultural land, which are
prohibited by law. Meanwhile, the police workforce, who have pledged a sacred oath of office
to safeguard the life, security and human rights of all Egyptians, have betrayed their oath and
cansed fear, terror, insecurity and losz of human life. Reprettably, they have neglected and
abandoned their duties, thus hardly protected the citizens from daily attacks by thieves and thugs,
or even defended them against many crimingl acts by armed gangs or violators everywhere! This
benign, or planned, neglect of duty, and the subsequent state of lawlessness have motivated some
people, alas, to long to the good old days of stability, security and safety, regardless of the
authoritarian rule, corruption, rampant poverty and national decline!

It was evident to evervone from the very beginning since last March, that the Armed Forces
Supreme Council have responded too little and too late to the repeated protests by millions, and
only after a tragic loss of life in confrontations with security forces. Such incidents are too many
to count, from the Maspero Massacre, to Mohamed Mahmoud Street, to the Parliament Street, to
Port Said Stadium massacre, which were repeatedly instigated by the former regime loyalists, or
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the frequently accused and scarcely identified “third party” plotters!? The belatedly announced
review of the roadmap timetable calls for presidential clections in June (now May afler the
February 2™ clashes and the killing of 20 youths and wounding 2000). They promised to secede
power to civilian rule by June 30, 2012. However, it is doubtful that even with the election of a
civilian president (hopefully not another ex-army General again) the real power will be
manipulated by the military, supported by a hidden alliance with the Moslem Brotherhood. If this
happened and the noble objectives of the Jamuary Revolution were befrayed and remain
unfulfilled, the consequences could be disastrous indeed. One is afraid that the poor, angry
masses would ignite another rampant revolution of the poor masses, the hungry and the
hoodlums. It will be terrifying, violent, bloody and deadly! This will be apocalyptical and
catastrophic!?

May Allah Almighty safeguard Egypt and its noble Revolution. *

12/2:2012

*P 5. Refer to two articles by the author in the Al Ahram Weekly of February, 2011,
entitled: “4 Revolutionary Roadmap™ as well as of September, 2011, entitled:
“Unfulfilled Promizes. ™

Published as: The Egyptian dilemma
In: Al-Ahram Weekly 16 - 22 February 2011-Issue No, 1085-Opinion

]
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7.13 Unfulfilled promises?

Al-Ahram Weekly 6 - 12 October 201 1-Issue No, 1067-Opinion

There is a growing belief that the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, which was
entrusted by ousted president Hosni Mubarak to run the country during a six-month transitional
period until a civilian government could be properly elected and installed, is not too keen to have
a new constitution adopted with full democratic processes and transparent procedures.

Fears are that the military presence in Egyptian public life cannot be terminated, spanning the
period since the 1952 coup d'état and the subsequent authoritarian rule of ex-military presidents
Gamal Abdel-Nasser, Anwar El-Sadat and Hosni Mubarak. The stakes, powers and interests are
too great to relinguish or share,

The path to slowly and steadily retaining the status quo has included, among other
fundamental issues: divisionary tactics, incloding absence of a roadmap and a definite timetable;
the belated adoption of an elections law that has been rejected by all parties and political
factions; the reinstitution of emergency law with tighter measures to control the media and public
protests; the enlargement of electoral districts; the postponement of election dates from the
originally announced deadline of October 2011 to January 2012; the continuation, since January,
of a lack of security, with violence, corruption and lawlessness; the unmitigated growth of
distrust between the people and police; the infiltration of political parties and revolutionary
groups in order to cause their self-destruction and loss of inertia, an old technigue and tactic used
by former officials.

Is it a mere allegation that none of the objectives of the January Revolution has been
implemented, except the trials of the ousted president and some of his men?

Also, the cabinet has promised to meet the rightful demands of many sit-ins and
demonstrations by workers, unions, professional groups and university staff, but failed to fulfil
its promises, redress their grievances, and implement their demands. The final account of
achievements after eight months is certainly disappointing, distressing and frustrating,
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7.14 A post-revolutionary roadmap

Al-Ahram Weekly 24 February - 2 March 2011- Issue No. 1036-Opinion

For Egypt's great revolution to be sustained certain practicalities have to be addressed, writes
Mohsen Zahran

The 25 January Revolution may have come as a surprise, but the writing had been on the wall
for some time now. The revolution was the culmination of many things. The demonstrations on 6
Apnl 2008, the activities of Kifaya, and the various protests by professional groups all paved the

way.

For the most part, however, it was the young people who started this revolution. In a country
where nearly half the population is aged 15-35, this should come as no surprise. With college
graduates unable 1o find decent jobs, resentment has been on the nise.

Some observers note that the 25 January Revolition was mounted by middle class urban
dwellers and had little support outside the major towns. This may be true, but s0 what? Most
revolutions are spearheaded by urban dwellers. This was the case with the 1919 Revolution in
Egypt, the 1776 American Revolution, the 17829 French Revolution, and the 1917 Russian
Revolution. The more recent Hungarian Revolution in 1956 and the Polish Revolution in 1971
were no different.

The 25 January revolutionaries agreed on a number of legitimate demands, including a new
constitution, and new parliament. In what follows, 1 would like to propose a roadmap for the
future, one that could meet most of the current popular demands.

Here are the main poings:

- We need to put together a national plan to develop various parts of the country, including
the previously neglected areas of the western and eastern deserts,

- A national plan is needed for water and energy. This plan should take into account the fact
that Egypt's limited share of the Nile waters (55 billion cubic metres) may dwindle in the future.
One thing we could do is to revive the Qattara Depression Project and thus boost both our water
and cnergy resources, We may also consider building water desalination stations along the north
and eastern coasts. Solar energy is highly advisable at this point. And while at it, let's cut back on
the energy we use for luxury purposes.,
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- New laws for land ownership mmust be passed to encourage settlement and investment in
new areas. If we play our cards right, the new areas could create a lot of jobs for the young.

- We need to prepare a national plan for self-sufficiency in wheat and com. Encroachment on
agricultural land for building purposes must be banned altogether, with stiff punishment for
violators, We need to promote agricultural and urban development in the oases, and we already
have many plans awaiting implementation in this regard. We also need to revive the Toshka
Project, om which billions have already been spent.

- We need to encourage medium-scale industries as well as small and micro businesses and
move away from short-term consumer-criented products. Labour-intensive industries are not
such a bad idea if we're serious about creating jobs.

- The quality of education, at various stages of study, is crucial to the entire nation. As
experience showed in Malaysia and China, better healthcare and administrative and social
services are indispensable to progress.

- Quality control is essential not only in production but in many other things. Substandard
performance must not be tolerated in administration, education, manufacturing, or construction.
Egyptian products that reach Arab markets are often unacceptable in quality and packaging. The
quality of road building and construction, in both the private and public sectors, is deplorable.
Chinese products have already invaded our market. Why? Simply because they are better and
cheaper than ours.

- Supervisory bodies must monitor closely the performances of various production and
service departments. We cannot tolerate substandard performance. If we're going to increase
wages, then we must insist on workers producing top quality products. Accountability is the
keyword.

- MNational projects that use foreign capital, whether Arab or Asian or European, must be
encouraged. Meanwhile, our government should invest in projects that help the taxpayers of this
country, Projects requiring lonp-term investment, such as roads, bridpes, airports and tourist
resorts can be leased to investors for long periods, thus allowing them to recoup their costs and
make profit. The same policy of long-term leasing should apply to agricultural and industrial
activities. To create jobs and improve our balance of payments, we need to mmmﬂg: foreign
investment.

- The government should hire people based on their expertise, not their loyalty to the powers
that be. Managers must be encouraged to speak out and take initiative without fear of retribution.
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Alsn, povernment officials should refrain from pandering to the public, especially at elections
time, with silly stuff such as the cancellation of fines or the facilitation of certain procedures. To
do so is not only dishonest, but also conducive to bribery and cormuption. There is nothing wrong
with increasing wages so long as productivity increases too. In the past few years, some
ministries and institutions have increased wages under threat of industrial action, which is
wrong. Management should take the initiative in such matters; it should not wait until its back is
to the wall to do what it knows is right.

A new phase is just beginning, one in which we have to do things differently and act in good
faith. We need to instil a spirit of commitment and loyalty. We need to let citizens know that the
govermment is there to serve them, not to serve itself at their expense. The challenges facing us
are great, and the learning curve is poing to be steep, but it's worth it.
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7.15 Revolution in Quandary or a Devious Betrayal?

Freedom, dignity, change and social justice, the declared noble objectives of the January
25" Youth Revolution in Egypt were heralded by all the 20 million peaceful demonstrators in
Tahrir Square, as well as in Alexandria, Suez, Port Said, Assiut, Luxor and elsewhere in the New
Egypt, regardless of age, creed, sex or belief. The thunderous victory of the Revolution
resounded in all comers of the Arab world defonating uprisings in many cities in what was
labeled the “Arab Spring,™ which resulted in the removal of Ben Ali in Tunis, Kaddafi in Libya
and, very soon, Saleh in Yemen and Assad in Synia. The whole world watched in exceptional
awe, declared acclamation and elated admiration.

The great hopes of change after the relinquishment of power by the former President
Mobarak, and the suspension of the nation's constitution, the dissolution of the ill-reputed
Parliament, have gradually evaporated due to inexplicable indecision, procrastination, stagnation
and inscnsitivity to the several marches and multi- million people demonstrations, which the
Tahrir Square witnessed on Fridays during the last few months. Meanwhile the nation has been
suffering economically, socially, culturally and physically from the lack of development, a sharp
drop investments, alarming unemployment, and local povernments in loco motion. The Armed
Forces Supreme Council and security forces clashed on several occasions with the protestors,
which led to sequences of viclations of human rights, distrust, impatience, anger and violence.
Although the tral of Mobarak, his sons, former security officizls and ministers only started in
August, on the charge of killing peaceful demonstrators, six months after the January Revolution, -
following monumental demonstrations in July in Tahrir Square, yet the slow pace and a
contimmm of indecision, inaction, despair and mistrust has been on the rise. The political
corruption file is vet to be opened! The sinking feeling in most peoples” minds and hearts is that
there is a devious betrayal of the revolution and its noble goals!

There is a growing belief that the Armed Forces Council, who was entrusted by Mobarak to
run the country during a six month transitional period until a civilian povernment is properly
elected and installed, is not too keen to have a new constitution adopted with full democratic
processes and transparent procedures. The hidden apenda is that the military presence in the
Egyptian public life cannot be terminated since the 1952 coup d'élar and the subsequent
authoritarian rule of ex-military presidents, Nasser, Sadat and Mobarak! The stakes, benefits,
powers and interests are too great o relinguish or share! The path to slowly and steadily
maintain the status quo has included among others fundamental issues as: divisionary tactics
including absence of a roadmap and & definite timetable, a belated adoption of an clection law
that has been rejected by all parties and political fractions; the reinstitution of the Emergency
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" Law with tighter measures to control the media and public protests; the enlargement of election
districts; the postponement of election dates from the originally announced deadline in October
2011 to January 2012; the continuation since January of the lack of security, violence,
corruption, lawless-ness; the instigation of distrust between the people and police; the infiltration
of political parties and revolutionary groups in order to cause self-destruction and loss of inertia,
an old technigque and tactic used by former officials.

Hoping they are merely fictitious or suspicious, the prevalent rumors and signs of a will of
continuance of the starfus quo are too evident to ignore or disregard. Is it pure coincidence that
the fanatic right Islamists (Salafeiah) movements have mushroomed exponentially to cover the
whole nation in a few months? Is it circomstantial that the Moslem Brotherhood, the most
organized religious/political movement on the Egyptian scene, has accelerated their activities and
involvement, and become strongly vocal and widely asserfive in all fronts, after being banned
from public life until last January? Is il a pure chance that ethnic and religious violence have
sprouted everywhere, intensifying the feeling of insecurity and national divisionism and fissures
in the national fabric in various localities? Is it a mere allegation that none of the objectives of
the January revolution have been implemented, except one? Is it proper 1o ignoreé that the
alliance of the business community as well as Arab and foreign interests with povernment circles
during the Mobarak era has continued to fund and instigate trouble underground causing
disruption, unrest, violence, security and stability challenges in many governorates, including the
tacit intervention of former NDP officials and businessmen instigating demonstrations coupled
with violence against government buildings and embassies? Moreover, the cabinet has promised
to meet the rightful demands of many sit-ins and demonstrations by workers, unions,
professional groups and university staff, but failed to fulfill its promises redress their grievances
and implement their demands? The final account of achievements after eight months is certainly
disappointing, distressing and frustrating,
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Last February, The Al -dhram Weekly published a boef revelutionary roadmap that T had
proposed, bul no response, and no action! Where are we going from now? The situation is truly
ambiguous, illusionary and alarming. Tt is anybody®s guess!? The January 25" Revolution’s 900
marfyrs, 5,000+ wounded, and thousands missing (77) are they not enough to ensure the
unequivocal fulfillment of the Revolutionary goals and the explicit the implementation of the
long-awaited demands? One would only hope so. Otherwise, the consequences could be
apocalyptical.

September 25, 2011



214

7.16 An IT World Order

Al-Ahram Weekly 15 - 21 October 2009-Issue No. 968-Opinion

The information technology revolution has proliferated, invading almost all aspects of human
activity and the daily life of people everywhere.

Without doubt, the information technology revolution should be fully accredited and
acclaimed for great achievements accomplished worldwide during the last three decades.

However, some unlawful practices are a jolting reminder to all that information technology
has also facilitated crimes, corruption, larceny, and the narcotics industry, as well as immoral and
unethical activities, thus sometimes undermining our safety, security and human values.

Often, governments in both the developed and developing countries can hardly cope with e-
crime, e-terrorism, or online financial scams, thus justifying their invasion into public and private
online domains, as well as their encroachment on personal freedoms and curtailment of human
rights.

Given the at times terrible misuse of information technology and electronic capabilities, will
the day come soon when the international community can agree on an appropriate framework for
managing, organising, regulating, monitoring and overseeing proper adherence to suitable
guidelines aimed to safeguard valid interests and human values of individuals, societies and the
world at large?

Any such treaty should not replicate the present Muclear Mon-Proliferation Treaty, which has
been partly ignored, abused, misused, and even by a few nations refused. The whole issue should
be well investigated, properly evaluated and justly managed in order to maximise the great
benefits of the brilliant Technotronic Age while containing its dark, negative aspects worldwide.
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7.17 Electronic Proliferation

The information technology revolution has proliferated and invaded almost all aspects of
human activities, and the daily life of people everywhere. The manifestations can be easily
recognized and felt in the daily practice, operations and performance in governments,
corporations, education, industry, construction, communication, the media, commerece, shopping,
entertainment, culture, medicine, social and individual activities, libraries, museums, transport,
space explorations, military might, etc.. It has even facilitated crimes, corruption, larceny, drugs
and parcotics, as well as illegal, immoral and unethical activities, thus undermining the very
safety, security, stability and morality, as well as the inner core of social, spiritual and human
values—the very fabric of human existence and survival!

The cyberspace, and the global infiltration of the internet at every home and activity, made
the World Wide Web the dominant information resource anywhere and everywhere, without
exception or exemption. This revolution has basically upset and radically changed not only
governmental, institutional and corporate strategies, plans, methodologies, operations and
performance, but also certainly, and dangerously so, human life, relationships, conduct, behavior
and attitudes, to better or worse! Things will never be the same again!

The reflections of electronic capabilities can even be readily recognized in various individual
activities and interactions. I have marveled, for example, at recently observing how beggars in
the street use their cell phones to communicate and coordinate their "work" and movements,
Similarly, young garbage collectors roam local alleys and use their cell phones to plan activities
and actions! Ironically, even school children behave likewise, though their parents can barely
afford the basic necessities, not to mention the phone bill. In parallel, illegal street vendors, as
well as thieves emit e-warnings to alert each other against police raids. Incredibly, at the
academic level, solid credible research and meaningful academic theses have been compromised
and threatened through improper downloading from the intermnet, by quite a few deceitful
* researchers, of accredited complete papers and dissertations by others and claiming them falsely
as their own without proper citation or recognition of universally established academie ethics and
copyrights!? Moreover, there are some colleges overseas that offer e-deprees and confer
fallacious academic titles immediately against the direct payment of set fees. As in other fields,
the e-corruption has infiltrated and damaged mortally, academic integrity and distinction. Since
there are no patekeepers, or watchdogs, true scholarship is in danger!

Governments in both the developed and developing countries can hardly cope with e-
activism, e-crime, e-reactionary operations, e-plots, and e-terrorism (re: the homible events of
9/11/2001}), or e-financial scams (the ongoing global economic depression of 9/2008-2009),
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which justified the e-invasion of public and private domains, as well as the encroachment on
personal freedom and curtailment of human rights, Subsequently, hitherto recopmized walls have
fallen, borders crossed, curtains removed, thresholds trespassed and sanctiies violated! The old
rules, frameworks, systems, structures, and boundaries have become lame, useless and impotent!
The new situation has necessitated and obligated governments, institutions and individuals fo
scrape, or fundamentally overhaul the old, and devise new frameworks and standards compatible
with the new modus operandi.

The swift impact of e-communication on the computer age (MIT has produced a cheap set to
be used in the remote jungle areas in Africa or elsewhere powered by solar energy photovoltaic
cells at the ineredible cost of $100.00) has been astonishingly astronomical, and the echoes have
boen reverberating everywhere, rzgﬁxdlm of time, place, space, ccomomic level, illiteracy,
poverty, age, creed, color or gender. All social, economic, or cultural groups have been infected,
from school children groups to college graduates, from urbanites to farmers, from the very poor
to the very rich, from the Taliban hideouts in Afghanistan to the Pentagon in Washington. The
repercussions have become incalculable, and certainly incredible, for the horizons are truly wide
open 1o even greater conguests, multitudinal achievements and unprecedented breakthroughs at
the invention, production and application levels. However, without doubt, the information
technology revolution should be fully accredited and acclaimed for the great achievements
accomplished world-wide during the last three decades.

The benefits and rewards at the individual, institutional, nationa]l and mtemational levels
have heen intensive, extensive, and magnificent, far outweighing the negative misuse.
MNevertheless, those corruptive and unlawful practices should serve as a jolting reminder to all.
The great space explorations and mighty military capabilities have been marred, on the other
hand, by horrific terrorism, shocking violence, curtailment of the individual, violations of human
rights, flaprant aggressions, shady intellipence interventions, institutional eavesdropping,
coupled with strong government practices, repressive controls, strategies and tactics.

This massive infiliration and interference have impacted human freedom, eclipsed due
process and threatened both local and national stability, security, moral values and ethical
conduct of persons, groups or states! It is high time that a comprehensive and meaningful study
and a far reaching evaluation be undertaken by an ad hoe forum, in order to analyze the impact,
repercussions of the electronic age on mankind, specially the negative dimensions, culturally,
socially, economically, ethically and environmentally. Nearly seventy years apo, George
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Orwell's accounts in "1984" or "Animal Farm", were rzénain]:.- factual insights into the current
status guo!

Given the temible misuse of the information technology and electronic capabilities, will the
day come soon when the international community could agree on an appropriate framework for
e-non-proliferation treaty, to manage, to organize, to regulate, to monitor and to oversee the
proper adherence to suitable guidelines, applications, performance and manifestations which can
safeguard the valid interests and human values of both the individual, society and the world at
large? This should not replicate the present nuclear non-proliferation treaty, which has been
partly ignored, abused, misused, and even by a few nations refused. Certainly, the whole issue
should be well investigated, properly evaluated and justly managed in order to maximize the
great benefits of the brilliant Technotronic Age, and contain its dark, negative applications,
practices and repercussions worldwide.

6/10/2009
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7.19 Survival at stake

Al-Ahram Weekly 18 - 24 June 2009- Issue No. 952- Opinion

Mepotiations among the eight countries sharing the Nile Basin on the Nile Basin Initiative
{NBI) have been stagnant since 2001. One can only be bewildered and concerned. The NBI
should aim at the equitable distribution and management of Nile water among the countries
without jeopardising the historical shares of Egypt and Sudan. These have been recognised as
55.5 billion m3 and 18.5 billion m3 respectively from the total annual Nile water revenue of 84
billion m3. Four southern countries, however, challenge the 50-year-old understanding and are
demanding a greater share, This could be detrimental to Egyptian national security and interests,
threatening Egypt's development and survival.

Moreover, the current Egyptian share of 55.5 billion m® will not suffice to meet essential
national hydraulic needs in the coming decades, given cumrent consumption levels, lifestyles,
urbanisation, and socio-economic develppment goals. By the year 2020 Egypt's population is
expected to reach 100 million, which will require, at average human consumption levels of 400
litres/capita/day, in addition to the agricultural and industrial requirements, nearly 60 billion m’
of water, One would hope that the Egyvptian position in the forthcoming mesting of WBI water
ministers this summer in Alexandria is firm enough to insist on Egypt's historical share of annmual
Nile water revenue; that this share is fundamental to Egypt's strategic development, stability and
security.
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7.20 The disappearing public

30 April - 6 May 2009- Issue No, 945-Opinion

One of the most obvious symptoms of urban erosion today is the systematic invasion of
riverbanks by clubs or public organisations, denying the public free access to - and recreation on
=~ the landscaped waterfronts. Instead of developing water edges as green magnets for pedestrian
amenities, diverse gated developments proliferate.

This type of invasion is taking place on Alexandria's coastline, which has been partly
allocated by the local government for exclusive use as private beaches for various syndicates and
organisations. Meanwhile, Lake Mariout continues to shrink by systematic infilling for use bany
public and povate developers, coupled with dangerous levels of water pollution by sewage
drainage laden with cadmium, lead, mercury and other heavy metals. These are serious
environmental and health hazards, which could cause definite fatalities and irreparable damage,
despite universal and national calls for due respect for the environment, and the necessity of
adherence to planning objectives and directives.

The problem is not the shortage of urban regulations, standards or urban laws, which are
abundant and well known, but rather their denial and negligence by the formal and informal
sectors, as well as various groups and individuals. Education, the national media and information
networks have failed to instil environmental urban values and underline the dangers of their
violation. The problem lies as well in the lack of enforcement of, and reluctanece to implement,
the objectives and directives of urban order. The guardians of public trust and gatekeepers of
public domains are dangerously threatened, and slowly disappearing,
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7.21 Quiet patriots

Al-Ahram Weekly 8 - 14 January 2009-Issue No. 929-Opinion

Several Egyptian universities and public organisations have recently honoured Mustafa El-
Sayed, who immigrated to the US more than four decades ago, for his outstanding achievements
in nanotechnology and its promising applications in the treatment of cancer. President Bush
honoured him two moniths earlier by decorating him with the Medal of Science, the first scholar
from the Middle East to receive this distinguished award. Similarly, other Egyptian expatriates
were equally honoured and celebrated in Egypt, notably Ahmed Zuwail, who won the Nobel
FPrize for science a few years ago,

It is indeed commendable that Egypt has recognised and honoured these distinguished
scholars, But there is a hidden message in these celebratory events, implying that only those who
leave and excel in foreign lands are honoured. Those who stay in Egypt and struggle for
excellence are neglected or eclipsed, despite demonstrating their patnotism, immersing
themselves in teaching thousands of students, or undertaking research with meagre facilities,
limited resources, constncting bureaucracy, and a stifling atmosphere, They are not recognised
and honoured like those making their careers outside.

Cme hopes that young aspiring Egyptian scholars do not misinterpret these celebratory
gestures towards distinguished expatriate scholars as encouragement to them to follow in their
footsteps and work abroad, believing that scholarly achievements on the home front will be
inconsequential. Although the ministries of scientific research and culture offer a variety of
ammual prizes for outstanding scholars in the ficlds of the ars, humanities and sciences,
nominations and the selection process are invariably imperfect and sometimes tainted with
nepotism, political favouritism and underhandedness.

It iz high time that all distingnished scholars are treated equally, or even with a certain tilt
towards those who persist in working and struggling on the home front, in order that they
become beacons and models for others. Given a chance, our home front scholars can unleash
new horizons of future achievement as well as inspire a truly challenging research environment
bolstered with ample resources, good facilities and enticing incentives that make up the
necessary infrastructure of research and cultore across the modern world,



221

7.22 Repercussions of the casual

Al-Ahram Weekly 13 -192 November 2008-1ssue No, 822-Opinion

Order and discipline must replace the lazy fashion of all things casual if pational unity,
stability and security are to be maintained, writes Mohsen Zahran*®

Since the late 1960s and 1970s, casual wear, together with the casual look, attitudes and
conduct, have taken the world by storm, including, of course, Egypt. By the end of the 20th
century, the rise of the communication and information revelution, together with globalisation
and cyberspace technology, has enabled faster and wider dissemination of knowledge, especially
regarding habits, fast food, progressive ways of life, including "casual dress mania". The casual
way of life has not only undermined formal dress, formal looks, as well as a formal outlook, but
more importantly, and of greater consequence, it has shaken respect for authority, the elderly, the
learned and the clergy. In addition, the repercussions of the casual have surpassed that of the
rejection of formality, rebellion against traditional values, and disrespect for social norms, It has
threatened the roots of adherence to legality and shaken attachments to the values of morality.

Some observers are quick to point out that this drastic change in the individual and social
behaviour in Egypt has been due o economic reasons, poverty, deprivation and corruption, as
well as national trapedies, failures, wars and disappointments. However, the majority concur that
globally, casual wear, casual attitudes, casual performance and casual conduct, coupled with the
sweeping wave of anti-formality and anti- establishmentarianism, have had earlier beginnings.
They generated and maintained the protest movements in the US against the Vietnam War in the
1960s and the student revolution in 1968 in France. They were also echoed in the student
uprising in Cairo and Alexandria in the late 1960s and the food riots in Cairo in the 1970s,
regardless of the political proponents and mnstigators behind those anti-government
demonstrations.

[ronically enough, in running for public office, even elderly politicians have capitalised on
the casual look and outlook during their election campaign in order to portray fallaciously to
reluctant voters a false youthful outlook to signify an energetic, healthy and promising image of
his or her candidacy.

The repercussions of the gencral adoption of the casual by almost all individuals and groups
in Egypt, as elsewhere, have shown that those who maintain the formal look and outlook are
exceptions; they are looked upon as odd, conservative and old-fashioned. The infiltration of
casual wear, casual moods and conduct among the multitudes, regardless of class, sex, colour,
creed, origin or social and economic group, has intensified the anti- establishment, anti-formal
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and anti-legal feelings among the people towards any and all symbols of authority, law, order,
discipline, rules, regulations, no matter whoever, wherever and whenever those who stand for
them. The law-abiding citizen and the gatekeepers are in danger. This has resulted in de facto
disintegration of bonds at the family and social levels, detachment from tradition, resistance of
standard formats or established norms, as well as the dissolution of age-old traditions or moral
boundaries.

This massive dissemination of "casual mania” in the psyche of the nation has created and
justified new conditions and new situations; new attitudes and conduct befitting the new rules of
the informal, the casual and the uncommitted, no matter how this was intolersble, unaccepfable,
or repulsive in some circles decades ago.

Manifestations, ramifications and repercussions of the new status quo are multiple and have -
taken root in all aspects, levels and activities of the daily life of the common man as well as the
community at large. These include: shantytowns, squatters, illegal parking, traffic chaos,
‘cluttered rooflops, crowded billboards, kaleidoscopic building forms, colours and styles, blankets
of dust and dirt, conflicting and awkward displays of dressing and atire (suits, galabeyas,
pyjamas, gowns, veils, hats, scarves, hoods, uniforms, sandals, loafers, sneakers, boots and
slippers, etc). Other examples include: visual, cultural and environmental noise, air, land and
water pollution, usurpation of public and private property, sexual assaunlt, insulting conduct, foul
language, aggressive behaviour, disloyalty, corruption, dishonesty, bribery, immorality, chaos,
apathy, disintegration of the family and social cohesion, lack of attachment, absence of
belonging, lack of commitment, avoidance of involvement in and lack of support for public
causes, etc. This is a preat threat to national peace, unity, loyalty, stability and security.

Most crucial and penetrating, and that is almost incurable and irreparable, is the evaporation
of the intangible bond of the family and the commumity. The cost of the deterioration and
damage of intangible thresholds and ethical borders that govern social and human relationships is
astronomical and, indeed, painful to all, especially future generations. Alas, the repercussions of
the casual form and conduct have drowned many human values and reshaped most attitudes and
personal behaviour. It has eroded respect for and loyalty to parents and the elderly, threatened
the sacred studentteacher relationship and has undermined the work ethic and respect between
management and employees at various institutions and establishments, public and private,
Regrettably, fear of punishment, shame or retribution has vanished, allowing children, the young
and the old each to do his or her own thing, no matter what, so long as they can get away with it,
regardless of social condemnation, legal action or public denunciation. "Casual mania" has
infected fatally the heart of human conduct and human imtegrity.
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It is high time we rose above the swelling current of the casual look and casual conduct and
uphold sanity, spirituality, morality, order and discipline — the very matter that cements together
social and human relationships. It is mandatmﬂr for all, especially holders of public office,
teachers and parents, to set examples of integrity and respect of law, order, tradition and
discipline. They must demonstrate to all the way to uphold human values and commitment to the
rule of law and formality, as well as adherence to ethical conduct and moral boundaries. These
are the pssential penerators of a sane, comprehensive rengissance, and the springbosard of the
resuscitation of the national conscience. This is the only way to a lasting and meaningful socio-
economic and cultural reawakening, towards a more promising future for all, everywhere. The
alternative is truly unthinkable, and almost apocalyptic.
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7.23 Why not an Arab Union?

Al-Ahram Weekly 3 - 9 May 2007-1ssue No. 843-Opinion

Fifty years have passed since the signing of the Treaty of Rome establishing the European
Economic Community, a miraculous achievement among nations that had emerged battered from
the horror, death, destruction and animosity of World War II. The determination and will of its
feunding states is consolidated now in the institutions and frameworks of the European Union
{EU). And the EU has expanded to a curment membership of 27 nations, including 11 former
members of the Soviet bloc from Eastern Europe. Others, including Turkey, are awaiting
admission, hoping to benefit from the economic, political, cultural, scientific, environmental and
technological windfalls the union affords.

The miraculous achievements of the EUJ should serve as 8 mode]l and inspiration (o Arab
countries that envisioned, by establishing the Arab League in 1946, the promotion of similar
goals but, alas, embarrassingly failed afler 60 years of locomotion to have anything o show for
it. Despite their common heritage, culture, history, habits, language, beliefs, and many other
denominators, the Arabs are entangled, divided, underdeveloped, hopeless, oppressed and
helpless. Oil wealth has not supported the emergence of a viable regional unity. Rather, the
Middle East has been witness to wars, occupation, fanaticism, foreign intervention, tension and
strife, often the result of external interests.

The achievements of a New Europe encourage one to hope for a New Arabia. The Arabs
should start with humble but manageable steps in definite arenas, beginning with education.
Other domains that may benefit from a regionally unified approach include telecommunications,
transportation, environmental protection, information technology development, water resource
management, energy policy, agricultural and industrial development, combatting illiteracy,
women's empowernmnent, tourism management, heritage protection and cultural enhancement.

Human and natural resources are abundant, and common Arab culture and valoes are strong
propellants. It 15 will, determination and commitment that is lacking, and which must be found
and made to prevail.
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7.24 Reflections of September

There is no doubt that the tragic events of September 11", 2001 have shocked the world over
and shaken all corners ©f the earth. Everyvwhere, all leaders, governments, institutions,
communities, writers and media networks have joined in condemning this horrible crime
committed against, not only the United States but against human civilizations regardless of
political, economic, or cultural entities anywhere.

Many reports and publications have given ample coverage of and commentaries on
September 11" and its repercussions. In its dominant “Unilateralism®, and global role, the United
States have championed and amassed international support of the war on terrorism, and the
subsequent campaign in Afghanistan. The US declared that it will take years, until the roots of
terrorism are cradicated wherever they are especially in the regions that include countries lined
up in what is called “The Axis of Evil.” Under the banner of “this war™ all forms of violence,
resistance to colonialism, occupation, suppression, or injustice are to be uprooted, mopped out
and eliminated. In the Middle East, the Palestinians’ fight against occupation is intentionally
labelled as “terrorism™ and is thus suppressed, although it was legitimately supported by
countless UN resolutions and recognized by the international community. Elsewhere in Europe,
Africa, Asia and Latin America, Similar calls for fighting “terrorists™ are also tacitly sanctioned.

A new world order and new rules have evolved and surfaced according to new standards,
justifications, and interests as defined by the unitary world power, which can only call the
numbers and pass judgments according to its own visions, definitions, terms and rules.

More than a decade ago, Egypt has called for an international conference on terrorism to
define its meaning, scope and dimensions, and to demande a world commitment to fight
terrorism, which Egypt itself has suffered from. But no action was taken until the U.S. itself
faced that terrible shock. Still, the convening of this much needed World Conference is very
crucial and necessary for the achievement of world peace safety, stability, and security, and in
order to safeguard legitimate national rights and to ensure the respect of human rights, of all
individuals, communities and people everywhere.

September o bl joltingly awakened Huntingtin's and Fokoyama’'s contentions concerning the
Clash of Civilizations. Since government leaders, columnists and thinkers have joined the chorus
by condemning Moslems and Arabs as terrorists, and anti-West, thus anti-civilization. They have
benignly forgotten that radical religious groups are not only Islamic fundamentalists but they are
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also Christian, Jewish or other. The allegations of the clash of western and Islamic civilizations
are certainly unjust, baseless, confused and incorrect. The crimes committed, and terrorism
induced worldwide, have been blazing upon the fabric of many countries, recognizing no borders
of time, place or culture. The Arab Islamic civilization have contributed to western civilization
thus demonstrating the common denominator of the continuum of civilizations, based on
cooperation, exchange, interpolination and interpregnation, regardless of creed, colour, culture,
religion or origin. '

September 11 has also had its strong impact destabilizing tremors on the world
cconomy, thus affecting the stock markets and trade not only in the United States and Europe,
but also in Latin America, Africa and Asia. Rising unemployment (at least one billion youth as
reported in the September Youth Employment Summit, held in the Bibliotheca Alexandrina in
7/9/2002). Recognized by all are major bankruptcies, corporate-fraud corruption (uncovered, to
the astonishment of everyone) by transnational mega corporations, which have caused definite
economic recessions, slowdown of world trade, sharp decline of air travel, and collapse of
notable major airlines. These are only a few of the after-shocks that have shaken the world
economy and national development plans all over, regardless of region. “The Development
Apurtheid'“ has glarngly surfaced and thus has become a rude reminder al the intermational
arena, widening the gap between the rich and the poor or the Morth and the South. The Second
Earth Summit held in September 2002, at Johannesburg, has been the theatre of such divisions,
frustrations, disappointments and disagreements. The world afler September 11% has
unavoidably become a new world of tensions divisions, suspicion, conflicts, instability and
insecurity. Flare-ups have erupted in various cormers and regions, even those considered
comparatively docile and stable, have shown symptoms of turmoil and unrest. Governments and
institutional modus operendi have been radically restructured to confront the new challenges and
probable threats however, whenever and whatever they may be.

In reflection, the times and events, following the September 11" have demonstrated the
futility and incapability of certain groups, institutions and alliances arnd have exposed bare and
barren, international, regional organizations and national networks which have failed to
anticipate, resolve or confront the repercussions of the pre and post September tragic situations

* Refer to an article in the Al Ahram Weekly by the author in Aupust 22, 2002,
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peacefully, and to maintain world order and global security. In fact, more conflicts and eruptions
have occurred, and none has been dissipated. Even “the war™ on terrorism has neither destroved
the fanatic groups of Al-Qamida in Afghanistan nor elsewhere, The global peace, security and
stability have never been farther away with the impending military intervention in Irag, or North
Korea or elsewhere, along the “axis of evil” with Israel adopting the same anti-terrorism slogan
to suppress the Palestinian legitimate cause, acting with the sanction and support of the U.5., and
other world powers in loco parentis,

Consequently, it is vital for world peace and security that international and regional
organizations reassume their role and obligations and that all nations must abide by the rule of
law and legitimacy in policy and action in word as well as in deed. Measures o reinstitule trost,
cooperation and commitments are urgently called for, with major international powers and
organizations shouldering their responsibilities to exercise restraint and to recognize thal there
are limits of power and dominance, and to become engaged in redressing grievances and in
assisting the poor, the beleaguered and the afflicted countries and societies in Africa, Asia and
the Latin America. They may start by cancelling their debilitating debts and assisting sustainable
development. The Second Earth Summit 2002 in Johannesburg betrayved the rift among
governments and civil societies. There must be a greater involvement and empowerment of
people regardless of their sex, colour, creed or origin. It is high time for all to recognize that we
lived in one boat and that any tremor or tragedy in one area will reverberate and shake all other
regions. It is also prodent to recognize that the health, stability and prosperity of the poor, or
developing countries, reflect positively or on the affluent world, where human and material
resources are in abundance, and that they are major contributors to their economy and to the
world order, stability, peace and prosperity. There is no other alternative for cooperation,
communication and solidarity amongst all. The horizons for a better tomorrow are promising,
provided that there will be conviction and commitment.

The Tremors of September on the Arab World and Egypt have been profound and far
reaching. While President Bush visited the Islamic Centre in Washington for the first time in
order to assure America and the World that the war on terrorism is not aimed at Islam or
Moslems but against the terrible acts of fundamentalist extremist groups, still, U.S. citizens of
Arab or Islamic roots were subject to certain acts of harassment and indictments. Writers and the
media in the Arab world recognized that they should embark on a concerted effort to rectify the
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ugly picture of the Arab and Moslem culture painted intentionally in the west, or through benign
neglect. Egypt and Al-Azhar imtiated a media-oriented campaign to inform the world of the
comrect message of Islam in emphasizing peace, equality, tolerance and goodness to all human
beings regardless of colour, creed religion or origin. It was clear to all that the message of Islam
" was not communicated justly and objectively especially in the West. For the first time, we see
positive and constructive dialogue among religious leaders of the various world religions in
Caito, London and Rome.

) Meanwhile, the Palestinians found themselves hounded by
Israsl as terrorists, instead of freedom fighters and defenders of their colonized motherland.
Though supported by International treaties and agreements, the Palestinian cause has regressed,
and they have become subject to reoccupation, oppression and suffering. The Palestinian and the
Middle East problems have suffered a painful setback, and arab countries have become, for the
first time in decades, subject to accusations and demands for reform, change and self-
examination. New calls for respect of human rights, greater role of the civil society, democracy,
institutional reform, and new systems of povernance, greater citizen involvement and women
empowerment and substantial youth participation, have been aired loudly and effectively with
leaders and authorities adopting new comresponding policies and programs for the first time,
After September the statuy guo in Egypt and in the Arab countries will never be the same again.
Greater national objectives for political, Educational, medical, social, economic and cultural
reforms have already been adopted and plans for action have been set in motion. On the other
hand, fondamentalism and radical extremism, Islamist groups and activist movements have
shrunk and suffered their greatest setback in decades. However, the public sympathy and
lmﬂemtﬂ.ﬂding of the root causes that fuelled the anger desperation of the Arab societies from
decades of suffering, poverty, injustice, inequality and oppression have been expressed by many
prominent analysts and writers. They have emphasized that the September tragedy was only a
symptom of many deep and strong, roots and sentiments that prevail in the Arab streets, and that
the west must deal with the root causes not with waging wars on the symptoms only.

Meanwhile, there have been rising demands worldwide by thinkers and writers in Egypt
and other Arab countries for radical soul-searching and self-appraisal campaigns, and that the
denrise of Arab society and culture is partly to be blamed on local customs, conservative old
traditions and archaic systems and disorientation of the true Islamic doctrine. It was painted out
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that the west should not always be blamed for all the malaise, backwardness, desperation and
underdevelopment. However, the accusations should also be local and regional Earnest efforts,
campaigns and program have been already operational, which may lead to important and
meaningful changes in the near future.
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7.25 The Continuum of Tremors of Te:_'rnr: FIVE YEARS ON

September 11", 2001 is invariablly observed with grief, anguish, and sadness in the 1.8,
as well as in various capitals around the world. Almost one year after the Madrid train bombings,
the horrific, orchestrated multiple explosions in London on 07/07/2005, with scores killed and
several hundreds wounded, are a jolting reminder of the continuum of terrorism, shockingly
omnipresent! During the following months two bloody explosions in Taba and Sharm El-Shiekh
in Egypt as well as in Aman, Jordan killed and injured hundreds of innocent residents and
destroyed major touristic facilities, in addition to its serious impact on tourism as well as national
economies! This year's fifth anniversary of 9/11 is a somber time to remember, to reflect, to
review, to resolve and to plan shead in order to avoid recurrence and eradicate the causes at the
roots, The international community is now decisively commitied to fight terrorism and eliminate
its terrible manifestations of violence on civilians coupled with the massive loss of life and
property in various regions without exceptions, as the joint statement of the world leaders
attending the GE Summit in Scottland has emphatically declared!.

The horrific acts of violence and terror have spread all over to become a global deadly
epidemie, far reaching, of grave consequences and of tragic repercussions, regardless of location,
culture religion or political system. Increasingly, the tremors of September 11"™ have been
reverberating all over for the past five years, and there is no let down, and will not be for
sometime, a tangible decline or an end in sight. The latest shocking state-performed temoristic
and devastating 32-day war on innocent Lebanon has painfully shaken the people of the
world. The aftershocks, setbacks and tremors are multitudinal. Some are terribly tangible and
terminal, many are intangible, but powerful and immeasurable! The United Nations system as
well as International and regional institutions and organizations, especially the Arab League,
have been guestioned and undermined to the point of uselessness and impotency. National
governments strategies, policies, priorities and plans have been investigated as being inefficient,
lame and impotent. Thus They have been accused, blamed and restructured (FBL, ClA, DOD,
DOS,...etc. in the UL.5.). Security, safety, stability, and global strategy issues have been given
uppermost precedence and prevalence, at the international, regional and national levels, as well
as at the pubic, quasi-public and private arenas.
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The culture of fear, omnipresent threats, terror, insecurity, immediate premplive response
and overkill have infiltrated and overtaken both the public and private minds, attitudes and
actions, thus becoming dominant, dictating and overpowering. The waging of the global War on
Terrorism (WOT) by President G. W. Bush, was supported with huge financial allocations, in
hundreds of billions of dollars{ an amount far exceeds the foreign debt of the poor nations!), as
well as material resources, with substantial participation by the UN, the Euwropean Union and
other allies. The target at first was the axis of evil linking North Korea, Iran and Iraq, while the
Afghanistan military operation was underway to eliminate El-Qa'ida, the Talibans and Bin
Laden. Then Scenario [ was launched to eliminate the Sadam regime and the threat of Weapons
of Mass Destruction (WMD), proven afterwards to be non-existent. Consequently, appropriate
Security Council resolutions were adopted to condemn and pive moral universal justifications to
the theatre of military operations in Irag. The UN Secretary General announced that the war in
Iraq was illegitimate?! Scenario IIl, production is now underway with engineered Security
Council resolutions to deal with Syria and the Sudan, and Iran now is in the pipeline. Thus, the
Middle East external and internal interventions are working in concert to achieve strategic goals,
while the theater in Ceniral Africa is past the conception stage. The political, economic, social
and cultural tremors and regional ramifications are monumental and far-reaching,

Even Russia, after the terrible massacre of the nearly 400 Beslan school children and
adults by Chechen terrorists, was shaken and hastened to vow revenge and also wage its own war
on terrorism! Now the ULS,, Israel and Russia are united in the goal and violent, deadly reactions.
Although the world condemned with utter indignation, the Beslan murders by Fanatic Islamic
groups, as it had had after the Sept. 11 tragic events, vet few governments mentioned that Russia
had committed equal atrocities against the innocent population of Chechnya, as it had done
before during the Afghanistan occupation 20 years ago. Many other countries have also suffered
from various hormrible acts of violence and terrorism in varying degrees and intensity with tragic
loss of life and property. The War on Lebanon is a landmark with far reaching repercussions on
the middle east , Isreal and the USA

However, we should remind ourselves, neverthless, that the current waves of terrorism
and violence were germinated and triggered in the sixties after a period of relative security and
stability since the end of WWIL Was not the military confrontation in northern Ireland a flagrant
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example of terrorism victimizing innocent lives? Were not  the terrible operations of civilian
planes hijacking, destruction, killing of innocent passengers, an equally deplorable and terrible
acts of terrorism? Equally repulsive and inexcusable is Isracli state- induced violence and major
terroristic acts aimed at the killing of thousands of Palestinian civilians coupled with
demolishing their homes in several Palestinian camps and towns, topping them all with its
flagrant aggression in Lebanon. The terrible atrocities commitied by the big powers and their
cronies in the middle east as well as by the new colonialists have conditioned, prepared and
taught the hopeless, powerless, desperate youth of the region and elsewhere to resort to the same
tactics methods and tools. Before September 11", the seeds of terrorism were imported and were
not home made! On the other hand, Egypt and other Arab countries have suffered from terrorism
since the eighties, and warmed the world that it will become a global phenomenon, and that the
international community should work in concert to define it, encapsulate it and combat it. The
call was left unheeded, until September 11, when the fear, shock and terror hit home, hitherto
was virtually safe , secure and impenetrable!?

MNonetheless, national legitimate uprisings and resistance to occupation, which are
sanctioned by the UN, have also suffered the tremors of September. In Palestine, like in other
similar cases, Israel has labelled the freedom fighters terrorists, and is exercising the same
oppressive and killing acts as the super power, sharing information and experience, as well as
using the same techniques, tactics and methods coupled with utilizing well the media coverage to
their advantage in order to rally world support! The same strategy and tactics were adopted
against Hizb-Allah in Lebanon last July 2006, with grave buman and material losses. Alas, how
can the oppressor become innocent and the victims become guilty and be condemned?

Under the banner of the War on Terrorism, with the moral justification given by the LT,
many flagrant abuses and denial of human rights and violations of the Geneva conventions are
committed by the U'S, Isreal and other countries followed suit. The recent violations in Lebanon
are being investigated, but one knows with no consequences! However, thanks to the information
technology revolution and insfant satellite coverage of cvents, the atrocities committed are
broadecast live for all to watch and abhor, as well as to mobilize public condemnation and call for
comective action. Meanwhile, the indignant human rights violations in Abou Gharieb prison in
Iraq and Guantanamo base in Cuba have rallied public opinion, everywhere. With public
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pressure, apologies were expressed, investigations were launched and trials of the wrongdoers
publicly held!. However, there are many terrible acts against human beings that are committed
daily in many countries and are forgotten. Such horrendous terrorist acts of genocides have taken
place in massacres in Bosnia, Kosovo, Uganda, Congo, Liberia, Somalia, the Sudan and
elsewhere in Eumpl:, Africa and Asia. They are so too many, too bloody, too cruel, and too
repulsive to condone world apathy, silence or neglect!

WANTON DEFAMATION OF ISLAM:

One would wonder why President Bush recent statement labelling freedom fighters in the
region as “Islamic Fascists, and referring to the crusades after 9/117 What are his real goals and
motivations? It is unfair, untrue and unethical to link Islam and the horrific actions of fanatic
Moslems to the teachings of Islam. This would be confusing religion with fanatic extremist acts
of specific groups of Islamic Fundamentalists (as if there is no Jewish or Christian
fundamentalism doing similar atrocities?). The intention here is not innocent, it certainly is tinted
with character assasination and is a wicked indictment of one of the great religions of more than
20% of the world population. Meanwhile, while it is convenient to some Western writers and
politicians to link Islam to temorism and focus on the ugly, unhuman character after any
beheading, massacre or repulsive atrocities of hostages in Irag or elsewhere. While they abhor
and condemn fanatic Islamic terrorism, they have not labelled the bloody conflict in Northern
Ireland "Catholic Terrorism”, or the Serbian horrible massacres of civilians in Bosnia "Orthodox
Terrorism”, though it was sanctioned by the Orthodox Church, or even call the Israeli killing of
Palestinian or Lebanese civilians, including women and children, as "Jewish Terrorism”. Certain
massive killings by Islamic extremists are quickly linked to Islam, while similar actions by Jews
or Catholics or Orthodox Western factions bloody terrorists are brushed aside, and are hardly
connected to their religious beliefs. It is ironic, wicked and premeditated!

REFLECTIONS:

Prominent writers and columnists in the U.S. and Europe, pointing to the fact that almost
all terrorists are fanatic Moslems who claim that they follow Jihad as a religious obligation to
fight the infidels, have wrongly accused Islam as being anti- civilization, and that the clash of
civilizations is inevitable echoecing the dangerous views of Samuel Huntigton. Meanwhile, a
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prominent Arab _mlm:m:u'st wrote last vear in Al-Sharg Al-Awasat Daily after the Beslan

massacre, that:

"Why iz it that almost all termorists are Moslems?," "Why is it that nearly all terrorist acts are
committed in the name of Islam?" Blaming the West alone for being the cause of terrorism due
to its policies, which perpetuated occupation despair, poverty, oppression and distress should not
eclipse the fact that regional and national causes arc also equally guilty!! Many Islamic leaders,
thinkers and writers have questioned the status quo and the current situation in Arab countries
and the common practices of violations of human rights for being responsible and must also be
held accountable! They have called for fundamental reform and change politically, culturally,
economically and socially, They demand that other national community grievances and
misunderstandings of Islam must be addressed intellipently and that the message of peace,
tolerance, understanding, cooperation and equality of all human beings before God is in the core
teachings of Islam, which also condemns violence and unlawful killings. It is abundantly clear
that five years since the start of the global war on terrorism was waged, the violence and crimes
committed by terrorists have not receded. Car bombs cause daily killing of scores of innocent
civillians in Baghdad! We have even seen in lrag how fanatics kidnapped innocent civilians,
foreipn and Arab hostapes alike (the Egyptian ambassador was kidnapped, and killed on the
same day of the London explosion); proudly slit their throats in the name of Islam in front of
cameras to be televised worldwide. The tide of terrorism is rising; the atrocities are spreading
and are spiraling in intensity and tenacity. Even the elimination of the persons of Bin Ladens, of
the Talibans or Saddams cannot and will not stop intermational terrorism. Regular army
operations will not be able to eradicate guerrilla style terrorism. Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Irag
and Chechnya are too glaring examples. Cells of well-trained and equipped terrorists are
sprouting everywhere and mushrooming anywhere. The terrible punishment of over-killing used
by the U.5., Ismacl and Russia further inflames the feelings of revenge and overkilling of
civilians by terrorists everywhere. They have managed to adopt the latest knowhow and to use
well the multi-media resources in order to maximize the impact on peoples’ feelings of
insecurity, fear and terror at both industrialized and developing worlds alike! Note the well
timing of the London orchestrated explosions in the subway trains and in the bus during the
moming rush hour with 'iht: G8 Summit! It has become a terrible horrific vicious circle.
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The solution and salvation lie in addressing the roots of the problem through the
elimination of injustice, oppression, occupation, neo-colonization, deprivation and under-
development. This must be done mmediately!. There are no altematives to radical national
reforms and instituting needed changes politically, socially, economically and culturally, as well
as a total, solid commitment to safegurding and securing human rights for all communities and
individuals of different creeds, origins, sex, color , income or views.

The misinterpreted message and teachings of Islam peed to be addressed nationally and
internationally. Education, cultural and religious enlightment and reform must be emphasized
with open mind and heart. Equally important and vitally effective in combating deprivation and
fanaticism is cultural uplifting, provision of food dignified shelter, jobs and hope for a better
tomorrow, with due respect and guarantes of human rights to all citizens, groups and minorities
regardless, The choice is for the world community to wake up, stand up and make up. For each
member must do his'her share, and shoulder hisher responsibility at the public and private
sectors, as well as at the communal and the individual levels. For terrorists will recognize no
borders, no doors, and no culture, no one anywhere. All humanity will suffer in the War On
Terrorism. There will be no winners and all will be losers!!!

September, 2006

Published as: Tremors of termor
Al-Ahram Weekly 21 - 27 September 2006 Izsue No. 813 Opinion
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7.26 The paradoxes of reform

Al-Ahram Weekly 21 - 27 July 2005-Issue No, 752-Opinion

The most pressing domestic debate these days centres round the need for political reform and
the ways we might inject new life into our political system by stimulating broader popular
participation.

The lack of a comprehensive vision of political reform means demands in this regard have
tended to be scattered and incoherent, in terms of substance and timing. The reforms we have
seen so far — the annulment of Law 105 regarding State Security Courts, the amendment of
Article 76 and the promulgation of associated legislation, appear ad hoc and disjointed.

A major cause of this lack of cohesion is that demands for reform, and the response to these
demands, have been reactive rather than proactive. Current demands for reform seem less an
attermpt to raise the conditions of political life than a release of three decades of frustration. And
the response to these demands seems less an attempt to revivify the body politic than to revive
the flaceid Egyplian political system, appease outside powers and, simultaneously, allay growing
pressure at home.

The opposition, which not too long ago demanded immediate action regardless of the
complexities involved in making the transition from dictatorship to democracy, is now
complaming of the speed with which the government has enacted certain reforms, notably the
amendment of Article 76. And while the government once pleaded for more time it proceeded
with unseemly haste when it came to changing the procedures for selecting the president.

Much of the current confusion and ill-feeling could have been avoided had the government
and opposition possessed A clear objective. In order to remedy growing tensions we must
develop mechanisms to better manage the socio- political transitions we are undergoing.
Lebanon, South Africa and some Easterm European nations have passed through similar
transitions and we can learn from their experiences. In each case political reform was
accompanied by a pause, allowing time to learn from past mistakes. Only then was it possible to
proceod,
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7.27 A clear way forward

Al-Ahram Weekly 28 April - 4 May 2005- Issue No, 740- Opinion

The recently released Arab Human Development Report 2004 bravely addresses the issue of
transparency in Arab societies and attempts to evaluate the state of freedom and governance in
the Arab world. It debates the post-11 September crisis of freedom and democracy, focussing on
structural obstacles to liberty at the dawn of the third millennium.

The report amived at its vision by examining the various options for the future which it lists
as "impending ruin®, a human flourishing” or a middle way between the two: reform dictated
from abroad. The report defines the reform of Areb societal structures as puaranteeing freedom
through internal reform along with the need to preserve the peaceful and gennine rotation of
power in Arab countries through the provision of just rule achieved by talang the path of a
"humanist awakening".

The report seeks to generate a society-wide debate within Arab couniries. The correct way to
deal with afternpts at foreign intervention is to challenge Arab weakness, and to generate vitality
capable of transforming aspirations into reality.

Despite certain gaps in the report, there can be no doubt that it contains well-researched and
realistic data and presents an accurate and ngorous analysis distinguished by logical and
methodical evaluation of events. Its conclusions are solid, aware and focussed. The current
situation is difficult, testing and terrifying: we must develop and change. It is our duty to be
decisive and choose a course that offers us freedom and security, guarantees rights and order and
implants values of justice and peace. Only then will we achieve gemuine and deserved
comprehensive Arab human development.
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7.29 New Technological Innovations and their Impact on the World
Future

Everyone marveled at the pace of new discoveries, innovations and technological
developments during the last decades of the Twentieth Cemtury that have completely
revolutionized the world and utterly chanped Man's way of life, behaviour, work, living
conditions, accessibility, communications and interactions, to a level unprecedented and to an
extent never imagined or contemplated before.

During the last few years, many breakthroughs in scientific mnovations and technological
developments in the fields of biotechnology, human cloning, designer babies, animal hybrids,
energy, nanotechnology, information technology, medical technology, space technology and
others have had their profound impact on the global regional and national scales, aptitudes and
goals, The scope, meanings and dimensions and borders of space, time, place, global references
and weorld order have been dramatically changed. and are constanily in flux in the rotating dial of
the continuum of progress and change. Certainly, the science fiction ideas of George Orwell,
Aldous Huxley, among many others, seem to have become comparatively narrow, limited, lame,
pale and unimaginative!!

We have leamnt recently about reservations for space travel with civilian millionaires
traveling and sightseeing in scheduled space voyages. Hydrogen has been used as a foel for cars.
Wind, wave or geothermal energy have been used effectively o illuminate urban areas. In
addition, sea floors are being harvested and sea water has been used to frrigate certain hybrids of
traditional crops in the contimuing war on hunger. The Pandora’s Box of discoveries and
developments has been jettisoned and unplugged revealing the marvels of ingenuity and
intelligence, recognizing no limits, identifying no borders and stopping at no ceilings!!

The intelligent structlures, systems, equipment, services and other countless intelligent
achievements have already been in production, use and operation for years. Examples:

- Imtelligent buildings;

- Intelligent highways;

- Intelligent public transport systems;

- Intelligent cities;

- Intelligent medicine;

- Intelligent investigations and identification of discases;
- Intelligent medical diagnosis and treatment;

- Intelligent cars with self diagnosis and repair;
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- Intelligent media to serve the specific needs of the user;

- Intelligent friendly products;

- Intelligent appliances at home, office, or factory;

= Intelligent robotics;

- Intelligent security systems;

- Intelligent space vehicles and intelligent airplanes;

-  Intellipent weapons;

- Intelligent defense and offense systems;

- Intelligent wars (Irag?);

- Intelligent education;

- Intelligent plants and agriculture;

- Intelligent industriea;

-~ Intelligent entertainment facilities;

- Intelligent recreation facilities;

- Inmtelligent living systems and notworks;

= Intelligent communications and data collection systems (G.I.S., GIP.S...);

- Intelligent trade and markets;

- Intellipent monetary systems and intelligent cards eliminating the use of
CUrTencics,

These are examples of the many innovations that have changed drastically people’s lives and
the individual reactions, conduct or behaviour. This is not to mention the already well-known
impact of information technology developments in the popularization of the personal computers
{have now become miniatures!). The universal use of the internet, mobile (cellular) phones, or
video phones is now commonplace. These have had their incredible repercussions on political,
social, economic, cultural and human behaviour, comprehension, conduct, morals and attitudes.
Old rules, order, customs, practice, habits and conventions are no more valid,

The recent scenarios and theater of intelligent war on lraq is open for all to witness and to
become engaged in. There are no secrets, or camouflage with all intentions, plans and operations
revealed beforehand. The entire world we know, whether governments, media, institutions,
communities or human beings, is incapable of comprehending, evaluating or predicting the
consequences or the outcome. The new innovations and intelligence require people and systems
of the same tempo, same rhythm, the same scale, the same complexity, intricacy and intelligence
in order to be at the level of challenge and intelligent response in scale, timing and effectiveness.

The established thresholds, barriers, limits, forums, standards, methods and modus operandi
have simply become unworkable and irrelevant in this brave, “Shocking™ New World.
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Alas Aldous Huxley!! There are now multitudes of intelligences and intelligentsia that are
unfathomable and certainly incredible. The new innovations that have been thrust to the arena on
international and national interaction, operations and performance are too many to account for,
and too difficult to assess their impact on the national communal or daily lives.

The recent announcements of MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, at Cambridge,
Massachusetts) which prides itself in having nearly 25 noble prize laureates on its staff, reveal a
few of the already tested and implemented technological innovations which could soon
transform, and even further revolutionize, computing, medicine, manufacturing, transportation,
energy, infrastructore and superstructure. These emerging technologies will have a tremendous
influence on the world future and indeed human life and sostainable developments anywhere.
Examples

* The Wireless Sensor Networks: This innovation has been used to
identify movements, locations and conditions of birds and animals. It is
equipped with a processor, a tiny computer memory and sensors that
monitor light, humidity, pressure and heat. It is also equipped with
transceiver (o broadceast data and information to the network.

The impact of this innovation on intellipence gathering and communication is astronomical.
The future will be pervaded by network of wireless, battery powered sensors, that monitor the
environment, industry, equipment, vehicles {in sea, air, outer space, on land) or even human
beings. The horizons and scope of implhications are boundless!

= Injectable Tissue Engineering: This innovation has been successfully tested. It will
eliminate the need for many transplants and surgeries, by mastering the technigue of
injecting joints with specially designed mixtures of polymers, cells, and growth
stimulators that solidify and form healthy tissues. The object is lab-grown alternatives to
transplanted organs and tissues. The tissue engineering applications could be delivered by
syringe rather than by implants! While this technology has focused on cartilage and bone,
it could be well extended and applied to tissues such as those of the liver and the heart!
The method could be used to replace diseased portions of an organ, or to enhance its
proper functioning, Instead of heart, kidoey or liver surgeries, simply the injection of
tissue engineering would do the trick.

The health and medical implications are obviously tremendous, far reaching and fantastic,
saving life, expenses, pain, suffering, effort and time and thus radically revolutionizing the health
and medical fields, industry, medicine and pharmacology.
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= MNano solar Cells: The innovation of nano solar cells overcomes the relatively expensive
photovoltaic cells to convert solar energy into electricity. The use of nanotechnology to
produce a photovoltaic material that can be spread like paint or cladding, or can be
inteprated with building materials and external finishes will become the source of electric
power needed for home use, or to operate cars, buses or fly planes. The revolution in
producing cheap, clean renewable energy will affect not only urban development,
transport or production, but also reflect on geopolitics and global economy as well as
industrial and agricultural development, _

* Femtosecond Speetroscopy: The technique was developed by the Egyptian bom
American Scienfist Ahmed fowail of Caltech, for which he received the Nobel Prize for
Chemistry in 1999, He has proven by pioneering lab experiment that it is possible with
rapid laser technique to see how atoms in 8 molecule move during a chemical reaction.
The pioneering work which has continued in the investigation of their transitional states
of chemical reactions, using femtosecond spectroscopy, has led to many innovations and
discoveries which will have a profound impact on medical diagnostic and therapeutic
optical devices, treatment of cancer and other diseases. In addition ultra fast processes in
chemistry and photobiology will affect pioneering research in biology, genealogy,
biotechnology, agriculture, industry, medicine and pharmacology.

This innovation may be combined with the proven spectacular results of Modular Imagining,
as demonstrated in Massachusetts General Hospital, in order to assist in fighting dangerous
viruses and the cure of diseases and achieving needed medical treatment.

* Innovations in Mechaironics: This integration of mechanical and electronic
components using sensors and intelligent software has become possible to improve
engine performance, fuel economy and the control of pollution. In a few years
electromechanical activators, and sensors will replace hydraulic eylinders and cables.
Wires will replace brake fluid lines, and vehicles will be safer to maintain and operate.
Automated highways, with the synchronization between intelligent cars and intelligent
highways, will reduce accidents and fatalities, freeing drivers to read, watch television or
sleep! This will reflect on wban and regional planning, urbanization, recreation, thus
culminating in & cleaner environment and a safer world. In industry, pollution shall be
controlled, production shall be improved. Quality control and quality assurance of
products and services shall be better managed and guarantesd! |

e Grid Computing: Since the 1980°s, “Internet working Protocols™, to the 1990°s,
“hypertext transfer protocols,” the World Wide Web (www) exploded across the internet.
MNow the fast emerging “grid protocols” will allow everyone to link almost anything else:
database; simulation and visualization tools. We shall soon find ourselves in the midst of
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the biggest explosion yet. Grid computing in analogy to the well-known eleciric gnd is
not concerned where resources are because all world information resources will be
available at your finger-tips. The technotronic revolution has just started.

On the other hand, the recently operational Japan's Earth Simulator puts other fast
supercomputers in the U.S. to shame! American computer wizards are frantic about catching up
with building these powerful electronic beasts which will complement and become integral with
the galaxies of grid, computing super and hyper global networks using powerful satellite
telecommunication capabilities. The sky of innovations in information technology has no limits
and the vistas of future electronic revolution are quickly unfolding,

» Software Assurance: Without the proper software operations, computer hardware is
useless, The failure of software, in airplane flights, in ground control, in defense systems,
in banking, can cause catastrophes. To help alleviate and avoid bugs (viruses) or failure,
it was possible to create tools and programs which will yield error-free software.
Needless to say, the implications of this innovation are far reaching and multitudinal in
all fields and disciplines. Coupled with this innovation is the development of Quantum
Cryptography which aims at fortifying the security of electronic communications. The
ultimate objective of this new achievement is to enable the transmission of information in
such a way that any effort to eavesdrop will be detectible. This ingenious development
will be greatly welcome by businesses, governments, corporations, the intelligence
community, industries and research establishments.

CONCLUSION

There is no- doubt that the enormous financial resources allocated by governments and
industry for research and developments have provided these ingenious innovations which swill
affect human development and the foture of mankind anywhere. The rising tide of progress and
advancement 15 just beginning, thus revealing a bright new world full of promises as well as
challenges. The horizons of this "i.nlﬁguing“ future are slowly unfolding with great hope and
magnificent expectations as well as problems and difficulties. While the rich countries reap the
fruits of their huge investments and initiations in R&D, the developing countries, which are
receivers and importers, lag behind with an ever widening the gap of apartheid between the
North and the South. The new technological innovations are quickly flooding the markets of the
developing countries, which must frustratingly keep up the pace and match the acceleration of
needs and progress. However, they must also work harder for their share of progress and
shoulder their due responsibility at prohibitive cost!!
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In this global village of ours (or is it the global circus with theatre, stage, players and passive
audience?) in which we, the children of the universe, face together the challenges of a common
future in a hopefully safer and saner environment, we are required (o properly accommodate and
faithfully implement the resolutions of Apenda 21. This agenda was adopted in Rio de Janeiro in
1992 in the First Earth Summit, and further reinforced in the second Earth Summit in
Johannesburg in 2002, It insists upon comprehensive measures and acts for achieving sustainable
development and upholding the dignity of life for all. The price is high, but the stakes are both
lofty and rewarding for all human beings to upheld, enjoy and treasure. February H'h, 2003 was
Valentine's Day. Thanks to innovations in information and commumication technology, it will go
in history as also a day of global people's power. It was an unprecedented manifestation of the
global power of millions of people who demonstrated in 600 cities declaring their universal
commitment for peace, love, solidarity and unity of human race in demanding a secure, fair and
equitable world, despite the might of the only world power!

It iz both ironical and paradoxical that while we are making and shaping the world to become
in both form and content more intelligent, human beings are changing gradually to become
dependent and less intelligent!!. While we are rediscovering ourselves, in a continuing process of
self-appraisal, a revealing reality have surfaced that human governance, living and conduct are
less human, less humanistic, and less humanitarian. With declining morals, sliding values,
disgusting inequality, rampant injustice and oppressive autheritarianism, where is humanity
going? And to what end?? Is it the beginning of the end?!

In reflection on Francis Fukuyama's thesis, this is not the beginning of the end! We certainly
could, and shall, make it the end of the beginning!!



7.30 Two years on

18 - 24 September 20013~ Issue No, 656- Opinion

The tremors from the collapse of the twin towers of the WDIIri Trade Center continue to
destabilise the world. Mohsen Zahran® takes stock

More than 8 decade ago Egypt called for an intemational conference on terrorism that would
define its meaning, scope and dimensions. The call came as part of a wider demand for an
international commitment to the fight against terrorism of which Egypt had itself been a victim.
The convening of such a conference is needed now more than ever before if world peace, safety,
stability, and security are to be protected and legitimate national rights safeguarded.

The terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 awakened Huntington's contentions concerning
the clash of civilisations, Government leaders, media pundits and thinkers quickly joined the
choris condemning Muszlims and Arabs as at best anti-West and therefore anti-civilisation, and at
worst as natugal terrorists, conveniently forgetting that fundamentalism cuts across religions and
that extremist religious groups exist within Christianity and Judaism as well as within Islam.

The events of that fateful day inevitably impacted on the world economy, destabilising
markets in the US, Europe, Latin America, Africa and Asia. Rising unemployment -- at least one
billion youth as reported at the Youth Employment Summit held by the Bibliotheca Alexandrina
in September 2002 — is but one aspect of a recession that has brought with it major bankruptcies,
the uncovering of corporate frand on a massive and hitherto unsuspected scale, a slowdown in
international trade, a sharp decline in air travel and the consequent collapse of some major
airlines. The aftershocks have shaken the world economy and national development plans across
the globe.

At the international level the widening gap between the rich and the poor, the North and the
South, has resulted in divisions, frustrations, disappointments and disagreements that surfaced so
dramatically at the Second Earth Summit held in Johannesburg in September 2002. The post-11
September world has become one of tension, division, suspicion, conflict, instability and
insecurity which have erupted in various regions of the globe, including those that in the past
were considered comparatively docile and stable,

Events since 11 September have exposed the inadequacies of many international and regional
organisations charped with maintaining world order and global security. Indeed, in the
intervening years more conflicts and eruptions have occurred, and none has been guite
dissipated, The much-lauded war on terror has patently failed to destroy extremist groups such as
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Al-Qaeda, in Afghanistan or elsewhere. Global peace, security and stability have never been
maore elusive in the wake of military intervention in Irag, and in the future perhaps elsewhere
along the "axizs of evil" spuriously identified by a US administration whose anti-termonist slogans
Israel has adopted to suppress the struggle for legitimate Palestinian rights.

It is vital for world peace and security that international and regional organisations reassume
their role and obligations and that all nations abide by the rules of international legitimacy, in
deed as well as in word. Measures to reinstate trust and cooperation are urgently called for. The
major international powers must shoulder their responsibilities, recognising that there are limits
to the exercise of power. They must become engaged in redressing rather than exacerbating
grievances, in assisting the poor and the beleagnered rather than compounding their hardships. A
useful start would be the cancelling of debilitating debt, and greater assistance in promoting
sustainable development.

" The Earth Summit in Johannesburg in 2002 also betrayed a rift between government and civil
society. There must be a greater involvement and empowerment of people regardless of sex,
colour or creed. It is high time it was recognised that we live in one boat and that a tremor in one
part of the boat inevitably reverberates in others.

The aftershocks of 11 September in the Arab world and Egypt have been profound and far-
reaching. While President Bush visited the Islamic Centre in Washington for the first time in
order to assure America and the world that the war on terrorism was aimed not at Muslims but at
the terrible acts of fundamentalist extremist groups, US citizens of Arab or Islamic origins were
nonetheless subjected to systematic harassment. In the Arab world, writers and the media quickly
recognised that a concerted campaign to rectify the ugly picture of Islamic culture painted in the
West was urgently needed. Egypt and Al-Azhar initiated a mﬁia—-ﬁampaigu to emphasise Islam’s
message of peace, equality and tolerance. And for the first time positive and constructive
dialogue between religious leaders began in Cairo, London and Rome.

Meanwhile the Palestinians found themselves hounded by Israel as terrorists. Though
supported by innumerable international treaties and agreements the Palestinian cause has
regressed. The Palestinian people find themselves subject to reoccupation, and to daily
oppression. The Palestinian cause has suffered a painful setback, and at the same time Arab
countries, for the first time in decades, face accusations and demands for reform.

The status quo in Egypt, indeed throughout the Arab world, can never return to its pre-11
September dispensation. Educational, medical, social, economic and cultural reforms have
already been adopted, and plans for action set in motion. Radical [slamist groups and movements
have shrunk, suffering their greatest setback in decades. However, public sympathy and
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understanding of the causes that have fuelled the anger and desperation of Arab societies
subjected to decades of suffering, poverty, injustice, ineguality and oppression have been
expressed by many prominent analysts. They have emphasised that the September tragedy was a
symptom, not a cause, and that the West must deal with the causes, and not wage wars on the
symploms.

Meanwhile, there have been rising demands by thinkers and writers in Egypt, and in other
Arab couniries, for a radical self-appraisal. The demise of Arab society and culture is partly to be
blamed on local custom, conservative tradition and a distortion of Islamic doctrine. The West
cannot be blamed for everything. Some responsibilities are local and regional.
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Chapter Eight: Interviews

EIR Magazine



EIR Magazine

Yolume 26, Mumber 5, January 29, 1990

Click hera for Full Issue of EIR Voluma 26, Numbar 5, January 29, 1999

Interview: Mohsen Zahran
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by the ek of Aprid 1599, 14 s A it profect betwesna Briish
firmn and Sn BEgvfitian Mem, sd it may e debayed 3 fow
sivemiiba alen doe 1o @ bol of eekn we T, whieh hell) up oon-
sirueson, and geserad tad weather, witchevenalletiad dadv-
eried b the port. 50, some of diese affecied e sched.
ule, casing o coapide of months” déday, mnd we expect (ko be
ey by gammey,

Fhags fns e e construeton of the Feandation, whees
staried on bMay 15, 1995, and ended Disg. 31, 1996 Fhisetwn,
which look 15 monthd, wenk from Dee 27, 19506, s showid
and by Agmil 1999, Apcording toa decleution of the fdinisry
of Educstion, B opesing will [5ks place in the bist quarter
of 1009 Like the French Fatioral Libesrs, S Bl olhigue
Matlonale Frangaise, 11 was openied by Franpols dsiemand
befiome e 1efy s ol fice, amd then was opened apain by Pres-
dent [ Jeecpes] Chivac, @i the Lt pomice, the ressanch sse-
Eirm, wasl Dpensd L Celober, kn PR

We do not wasi 1o open the Ehrury for the weers nght
away, the apening of the finéshed bulldmg is one ting, hen
we have o indn some of the sisff, and frain the wmers, ioo,
Tt i will e an fmellkgens il ding, sisie of the am,
ermecied with ofhee [Bhrares anroonid tee weesld
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Thre msers bave &0 be miped; this is not esally donr.
The mer has to be trained fo ledrn how to wick with the
mysiem, Far the first Sme in the world, this library will have
an information system, stmte of the arl, muaiti-lingsal, slbi-
alphabe, more devéloped (han the Bibliothisgoe Mationale
Frangaise system, which was dexd gned in 19544 (In the infoc-
mation techno oy world, wou wndecsiand what | mmn, you
ﬂﬂwnhﬂ.mﬂrmmﬂintmb@miq
of theipear, & few months |aier, |5 cbheobetel Thes will happen
o us } The library is near completion. They mre patting in
ihe finishings painting. air condiicomg. Fping, pdkng up
ihe SysAemE.

EIR: The ancient liteary was a cender of isaming for the
whale world, |t was & plice which drew great minds from
ieing intemest onad panpoesa, oonderenoes here, for example,
i draw scholers and researchers i

Dir. Falram: AW Ca s in the mode] of the Bbrary, Sere
is & conference Conter which Bpype hes given to tha liteary
eongilax. Wi have the plasetarsim, The sciencs Mmoo
one sile, muﬁmmﬂdn;.muhuylsu:'t-
‘brary, " 1L 15 an advanced irstintlon for ressarch. 18 is nok &
aiticeal [wary, not the oty Hbmry or auni versiny Ly
I is mod the nationad libmry. it & the Bibleothesa Alexan-
e — it o know whit the Bitdiothess Alenandring was
ohon G Woha e, 16 ik restiestioms, At bak potwers for scholars,
It has places for peopls from the Pegion, especialy of the
bliddle Bost and k=ditrmirsan ragion, 1o dcome ogethat, to
talk, to confer, o produce quality work, bo gve the workd
e excelinee of knowledpe, oomparatle o what duwe anoent
lihmiy’s schaolars gave 1o the world theo Their giviog b
ke o s, thedr lominaries are onavn bo us, from Boolid,
to Pythagoms, 1o Eratosthenes

EMR: What sbod replicating the encient works that wene
ipept e To what extent are yous irying to replbicate the ool -
tertion that wis hees

Dv. Zalirsn: 'We are Tying io get vopes of them. Anybody
whe b ane of These cogiles, does Hof want 1o §et go of 0,
hecams (1 i bee foving o mosson phsoe 1magice if you

intemaboml 4%

s by el o 7 AT ko

248



ewtied e Mefertil in Bedie, or the Roseita Stone i Lon-
dom — bt we will gel copies. We got just secently from the
Growp of Priends of the Bibliotheca Alexandring in Albeos,
a eqry el Cladivs Fickemy s book co geography, in ool or—
most benstilul. The ide i o heve copies of snch books,
decusenibng e nowdedpe of the ansiend tines, through
copies which could be displayved in the Gbeary for e &-
mension of history. The hestoncal aspect will also be nipo-
serelin] B0 R oabes and ifeets that were found an the
site, from the Modemaio and Roman ams, they will be in the
inrseEn

Bt wa wili not dwel] on hisey Tor (e sk of dwelling
o histocy. ‘We have inssied oo the revival of the Bitdiotheos
Alexsnd ii— What docs that mean revival of one bulbding
an edifioe? or the revival of the ide of the excellence of
leseniing 7 People of good will, of seholsrshép, will come and
produce quality work e, W will poblish lbeir work, anid
we can meel, and coufer and radiate this knowtedge o other
ik, and ofler conters drpund the word So the libeary
tus become & kind of an information cender. a place where
eracktionsd anmd Sectionic meds will be avallabis, sither on
Enm or in'hand [books], Tor Ussr wond

ElR: How are vou thinking nbeul s plasetsriom o s
ence mumemn ¥

Thr, Ealeranz The planetar|um takes fieides from the sncent
lEbrary: on of the e i Which e liteary jmve knowledpe
tor the waordd, mlnm o, we want to maingpin this
contmaty, intha Feld ol knwledpe of aetronoay,
of the quality of work. The planetoiom and the scimoe m-
seumtt are Toe thia, bl wdng Bhe technologles svalishle, show-

ing people whakis happening in the anm verss, whsiher nafhesl
o maf-aaide, with sl the experience in spaoe that we have,

The scisbes misem will sducale the public. adulls il
e pouaig together, ahout the var ous soiences, end te varicas
schicvements in the scienss world, even skl themseives
They will leam shour tbemselves, about the wonders of oo
ure, Wikt Whe husse Doy (8 sl nboan, Yes, they have shodied
this in school. il we will leve models, showing how the
hizman body workes. 1L g kind of 1eaming ahowt e marvels
of Creatiim, witkin ol wilkeet,

The imues of environment ond scology will be trested,
the fesues of ooclsar likon wnd Gidon, what ey are, whis
they do, the pros and oons. T hess are isrues 1o be broapht to
e e of the public, because not many peaple koo what
Fudion energy s, or wiiat Reioe is, whsit the implications ae.
This s pobile Imowledge, this s what wa mean when we 3y
thal ke Hibrary 8 a patilic recarsh lilrary, negronal Dikesry,
thisis part of the public secvice, for the public. Thars will also
ke agervice for the blind, which will make avallabls the same
infermation for the biimd, wideh 8 made avnibabis to thase
wha hawe the bleming of having evesight. There will sleo be

. alrness eentes, 1o help developmen of findunry,
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Crtberr mspects willl inciode, of coursa, the asdiorsuad -
gy, the msic likeary, the gereral references, an inlema-
tioeal sshaol forinformation shilies, 10 pdusie ad o gradu-
s peopie in the langmage of mfonmation technology.

EiR: Does this mean you will offer cotsss in this?
Dy, Eehram! Yes besiise you sce, we have g deficiency
Thece in this field [T we have Gbrame thrtightul Egypt thal
‘we want fo reach ouf to, we have ohave speciafists who can
do ea. ]
We ane talking shout bundreds of years, and | will not by
arpuns] that bong. Bug, the libeary is sometbing that wil| de-
velop itself aceording v the demands of Womermow. Pataps
soane coempoants nesdad todey may oot be reguired tooor-
row. The word is dhonging. What is Gty year-io the gl
of time behind ns? hingnificent now stridea have bemn mads
in verous felds, in ffty or 5 bundred years. Ba, the 1wy
bns o b comeersnt with D and reflect ve of sl oot dmly,
buxt af=sq jeading this.

ERt: Ave o considening aleoinvo] ving the psems Inoekqpe -
menia, like these conducied by Ervicsthanss, between A swan
and Abwoandris, bo massung the Erth?

D Zahran: ¥ e even beyond the place [whers Dot exper-
imvepits were dome]. 'Wie should thick of i1 o university,
where peaqi e car l'h.lij'nm‘fmm i, where coorees e
BlTered Feoit Tere B & kind of cimreach, We wsng 16 ke
availabie the facilities, and akso dipfomas ta others not bere.

ETR: What is the robaticestn p betiwsen Bibliothec Aloxan-
ring ared thi 1w versities in

Dr. Tahram: Tlhis by i, Becwise She clmirman of
litgrary ks the Mirdeter of Higher Education, and he is slso b
chi s of e Dok of 8l wdversties, s B linkage iva
must, thereis no way you can wods withont it Without it, »e
conilid not make pvailahle owr rescurees to our pelghhors

EIR: I e case of the Bibliothénque Mailonale Frangaise,
there. was 05 Eflempd 1w the lilray 1o users. o the
yourg sudents, for e berefit of the miian
Dr. Zakran: The BENF has 3 diffeyent rale. 1 bave vigited it
sniperal times Wo bave samaone tiire who bs an adidiser, o
supporier in France of the Elblicthesn Alexandring. Heds the
drechor of The sodiovisial center e, 1 i= natioonl; #is e
Bitlicthbque Mabionale de Framse, MNIﬂ.mdhhut}'nt'
Framée, We oo bave s Matiansd 1beery in Seyvil, wikeh has
its pwmrole. This [Biblictheca Alexandring] is not a Hhmrg
it b mat sy B beary, 1L is beyend any reference libeary that
amybody can walk through and consids.

Iit= rofe b5 seen in its name, the Bibdiothecn Alexmmdrina,
It i like m hosse of knewledse T bas to reach oo, 1o ibe
mmtlﬂn.p_l,r e yoaa ko, .z‘l'u:ln.r.lm.uhm‘uu' FBome, did
Tt oo ey T vl g 60 the ssmdand ol ' came o
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tha Adeimdrit, to be fcogmised by' their pesrs; tsh, they
woidkd clalm that they were expertainthis line or that line,

ETR: The question Ol this ratees for today 18 Whiane the

- sz Whe are the sulborimes whio will essablish sich stan-

dagcls?

Dy, Eahram Thiswill growrwithtime. | dwayswam people,
dert”f expeet. L baly' to become & penite cvermighi, 101 i
prejudge. The Biblicthess Alexandring will grow i time, we
will have 8o give {4 Gme, to play the roe of having peers, of
having radance, that {dkes Sme. Wi are talking about a'span
af tiane, 100, 200, 300 Years, whistever it will bé, The anelent
Ribiry i Thiat mnuch RS — It ot abl o ke s
itz place in history in the Grsl year, ortan, or busdeed.

S, tisis the mleof ke fibrary, aod this is the messgs we
are going o pive the generalioes thal Tollow ue, peerstions
which will glve the messape to others, to fallaw and to bulld,
Like o wall, yoa dld your cen course, coumss apon oourss,
iee brusile] v el of Trissen civilizalisn

HIR: We have recendly putdished prefiminary work on the
great expedifions which took place under the oagis of ke
Alexandsina, al the lime thal Bratcelbemsts waz e librardan
arnl thisealter I'in Hm-iﬁahi‘m axpeditien cmrwand o
Polynesa snd further tothe coast of the Americas, g expedi-
tian ledby Cagtain Fata and Mavigabor b, who leftinsorp-
Vi 3 v o e slong e vy, Amcui he s cns,
e e Lttt et ]y wrltes ol thee genaol of the expesimeent
ey Erancsthenes, widch he & shorsted tomessune the ctnovm -
fesrente of the Eath Another msoription, in Santiagn de
Chile, clmimes the band for the king of Bgypt
nhamdmgm?.mmstﬂm-ammm-
s eakenad, o sllaw thish s sinempt the efreumesd gation
of the a,h:\l:nuI and to rebch America —
Dir. Zakirnm: As Columbus did laber —

Ellt: Vs, bur that that kmoow] sdige was lost, that's the poimt
T bersonw éddige weies | ot i sucoessive cearhuri 5, i the Ribenan
period. amd the destruction of the lihrey in 48 B C. was sy
Toitict O s, Thiat kewywilenl e wiag boet, il if wes rewiwed in
Ialy dring the Renatesance, when they revived that kil -
edige from here, from the Bibfothoce A besandrine, prarticu-
laely fromn th work of Emtasthenes ‘Thal means, 1,700 years
were lost, it the sense Thal whii could have been sesom-
plished eartier was postponad for many cemuries.

This exampie has become known only recmfly, in tlw
1570s, wivim the insedptione wens dociplred =l
as in Egyplian dialecl spoken by he navigators. Are you
familinr with this? Is thisin sy way incdluded in your plans?
It wondd be o magrEficent topic for exhibits, becioss il s cos
of the greatest evenils in human hineey.
D Zaliram: Vit ves, indeed. Adthouph T did oy nics all
this in datail
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EIR: Feswring such b develoguneot, would seriainly fee the
Imagination of young pecple s well, coming hers.

Dir. Fahran: ¥ ou saxid the messyge was tre, was lefl 1,700
yests hefore Colombizs, But the message wan there] 1,700
yewrs id not ersae the message. The message, in time, i
kept, for others, af knowledge nand vwision, liks yoursehves,
o bkl about and bring e blighl. We wanl o leave o message
hedé o foaming generstibos. o cany on the porsdil of
inowiedge,

ElR: Thn:dm:hpuﬁua:qmmarwuhcrh
political instituilons in e the lmporianee of
this kind of research, ﬁ:nhtwt available o the genersd
populatios, of, if they iy 1o sigyress §L Thes fight has gone
Dr. Zahran: Hrowledpe la never bost, to my knowledge
Knowledge is never tnaly lost II.mEH dizappear, it can be
welipsed, Yof ane reason or anolber, il it will pever e Jase

EIR: There i #lao the cise of presi works of great mindy
1kt have not besn lost, it have n'mplg-mvm‘bum?.ﬂ:-
lished, oo tramsdaled, or ripuldished, o ot ey arg il
fively mot available, snd lerpely mknown For example,
massive amounts of maleral of Gotfrled Leftmiz are still
nppuatlishedd in the srchives; drthe warks ol lohanmes Kepler,
some wrailable ooy in Latin, which hol everyone cim resd
ielay; many werks by Micolaem of Cusa My enacis] works
not heen published, and could be mads avmlable indmy. 1x it
ihe inbenticin of the Eilliotheen Alegandbine bo mike possitic
pulslicution elforte of this type, whese these mre works cold
e puiksished, in modem

Dr. Eabrsn: We will do that with our tmnstation center,
and we will Have our awn pubdishing i, b puilish works
st sdber pubbishers mkght net take, for commerci=l reasons
That woelld ba cne of the duties of the Libmany.

1 bopa yois wall spread the message (o colleapies, ol
abmsd, becanse th libcary o= [or gversaing. We wodld like
e hawe puaerpbe conitr bte To b, boaks, knawledge, and sqiip-
ment. For instancs, tollang sboot the'sciencde mussom, therd
could k& help from the Fatex Eo lar, the United
Srates has distanced itaelf from the peoject, there has been
no support from Insiiuons, fhe foundations. the NGOs
[non-govemmental arganizabions), which coald send ecuip
ment. The govermmant of Fraes bas suptaned the project,
it MO0 dnd othier Toundations o France could da mare,
W have the planstarnin fnished, g the eqepment is
lacking, for showing films, os well oz softwars. Geenany
has given the Telelift, 2 gyiem, worth 250,000
marks  $ 1600007, By com parisan, Morway bas con-
teibmied B4 million worth,

We will, of course, go our owh way, and comline, re-
gardlens, 1L dows niot depsend oo this or fhat
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