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CPRS NEWS

* Dr. Mohamed Abdelbaki Ibrahim
has visited Amman-Jordan, upon an
invitation from Jordanian Engineers
Syndicate, to participate in the
Eighth Architectural Week orga-
nized by the Architectural depart-
mant of the Syndicate. He deliverad
a research on “The Architecture of
the Mosque between, Shape and
Content .*

* PROMOSALONS - Egypt, the
French Embassy, has invited * Alam
Al-Benaa " magazine 1o participate
in the 20th International Building Fair
held in Prais on (6-11 November
1995). It is considered the biggest
Building and Construction Fair World
Wide. The area of the exhibition is
about 372000m2 to host about 5400
exhibitors.

* The Supervision Unit at CPAS is
now preparing the decuments of the
project of Sana'a University Great
Hall for Bid Invitations. The execu-
tion of the project will start at the
beginning of 1996.

The unit is also preparing the Bid In-
vitation documents for furnishing
Faculties of Education in Sana'a ,
Taiz and Hodaidah upon the the Uni-
versity's request.

* Eng. Ossama Amer, Head of the
Supervision Unit, has been nominat-
ed to attend the Seminar on ” Lump-
sum and Turnkey projects® held in
Caire on (12-14 Sept., 1985). orga-
nized by the German Arab Chamber
of Commerce.

* The Planning Unit at CPAS is pre-
paring the survey master plans for
Jabal Omar area facing the Holy
Mosque in Mecca.

* The monthly architectural evening
will be held at CPAS, on the first
Monday of October on the Competi-
tion of "Sheltering the Homeless"
which was organized by CPAS and
the Arab Group for Development. All
submitted projects have been exhib-
ited in the International building and
Construction® Fair *Inter Build 95*,
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Dubai Municipality Building, Dubai - UAE. Qatar University, Qatar
Completed : 1983 Completed : 1988
Architect; Panacific international Consuliations - Tokyo. Architect: Kamal El-Kafrawy- Egypt
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Muscat Municipality,
Muscat- Sultanate of Oman
Architect: Architects Intemational - Oman

_ El-Hassan El-Thani Mosque,
J"_. 0 . Casablanca - Morocco
Completed : 1993

Gourna Village, Luxor - Egypt
Completed : 1948
Architect: Hassan Fathy - Egypt

9 Cultural & Educational Center Zahraa Mosque, Cairo- Egypt
{Opera House), Cairc-Egypt Completed : 1995
Completed : 1988 Architect: CPAS, Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim - Egypt.

Architect : Niken Sekkei- Japan
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UNESCO'S WORLD EXHIBITION
AUGUST 1996

the occasion of its 50th Anniversary,

the UNESCO has set up a large scale pro-

@m ject using the Organization's Fontenoy building as a point of reference. The build-
ing - designed by Marcel Bruer (USA), Pier Luigi Nervi (italy) and Bernard Zehr-

fuss (France) - is a symbol of the evolution of architectural forms since the end of
World War II. The goal of the UNESCO project is to select 25 of the most significant ex-
amples of architecture found in great cities around the world, which over the past half-

century have brought about a new urban style.

The project will create 25 scale models of buildings that
best represent contemporary architecture on the eve of
the third millenum. Models and photographs of these
buildings shall be selected by a Jury conducting a net-
work of commissions from the five cultural regions of the
world, and after public discussions, by cafling into ques-
tion the architectural and urban concepts, to obtain nu-
merous testimonies. The models retained will be dis-
played at Champ de Mars in Paris.

The City of Paris has offered this renowned site in the
shadow of the Eiffel Tower to displ:ay the exhibition be-

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Riyadh - Saudi Arabia
Completed: August 1984
Architect: Henning Larsen, Copenhagen

The Hajj Terminal, King Abdul Aziz International
Airpont, Jeddah-Saudi Arabia

Completed: 1981-1982

Architect: Skidmore - Owings & Merill, U.S.A.

tween August and September 1996, The Eiffel Tower,
an architectural symbol of the ninsteenth century, may
serve as a criterion for appreciation.

Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim, Editor in-Chief of Alam Al-Benaa
magazine, has been invited as a member of the Interna-
tional Jury for this great project.

A Commission was set up by the Board of
Advisorsof Alam Al-Benaa and after a lot of dis-
cussions drew up a list of ten most significant
and symbolic architectural works, carried out
between 1546 and 1995, in Arab Countries:

Diplomatic Quarter Center, Riyadh - Saudi Arabia
Planning and Landscaping .

Completed: 1986

Architect and Planner: Beeah Group Consultants, Riyadh
Landscape Architects: BB.W. - Dusseldorf




Detail — Niono Mosque.

as its constituent elements are syn-
chronically and diachronically coher-
ent, Integrating insofar as its capacity
to accept the new and evolve in a
manner that does not falt prey to the
semantic disorder that accompanies
the discontinuities of an arrested de-
velopment.

In this context, elites by they political,
socio-economic or intellectual, have
two alternatives. They can either opt
for the arduous task of rebuilding
their socio-cultural system on a
sound basis of self-knowing record-
ing of the miliey; or they can take the
easier ideologically charged ap-
proach of a populist appeal to the
prevailing majority, with all its nega-
tive intellectual connotations.

Here it is important to distinguish be-
tween popular and populist. The for-
mer is an expression of a deep col-
lective consciousness that responds
to a well-established and well-
understood set of symbols, and
whose discourse is governed by

Mikrah — Niono Mosqguie.

agreed conventions. Thus the Niono
Mosque in Mali is a prime example of
a vernacular arhcitecture that is an ex-
pression of a coherent popular cul-
fure.

On the cther hand, the culture of po-
pulism is ideologically charged. it
seeks to deify the popular culture, to
set it up as a legitimising force for atti-
tudes that restrict the social dis-
course. When elites exercise their
authority (indirect or derivative as it
may be) they have a responsibility in
the manner in which they address
the broad population at a time of cul-
tural crisis. Architects, and in this in-
stance Rais Ghazi must be consid-
ered as an architect as well as a
member of the elite, can base their
concepts and designs on a set of
popularly accepted codes; but the
manner in which they interpret these
codes is what will make the differ-
ence.

N e

SYNOPSIS

* Subject of the issue:

"The Architecture of the
Mosque™”

By Arch. Hassan Noury.

A brief review on the importance
of the Mosque in the Islamic city,
and the main principles and re-
quirements that shouid be consid-
ered whilst puting the design of
the Mosque.

* Technical Article:
Analytical Architectural Mat-
ters - Features of the Arab
Islamic Architecture, by Arch.
Mohamed Khairy El-Baroudy.

The writer gives a brief summary
‘about the history of the Architec-
ture of the Mosque since the early
age of islam starting with the
Mosque of Prophit Mohamed, the
relation between the school and
the Mosque and the difference in
their planning and architectural
methods. He focusses on two
main teatures of Arab Architectural
Heritage:

1- Architecture as a craft.

2-The influence of the craft on Ar-
chitecture

* Projects of the Issue:
Al-Zahraa Mosque

-‘Arch. Dr. Abdelbaki lbrahim
{CPAS)

It lies on Al-Nasr road within Al-
Azhar University Campus on an
area of 3000m2 to accommodate
up to 35000 prayers. The prayer's
area can be divided by folded par-
titions into 12 classes with folda-
ble chairs, folded into the floor, in
case of a large number of prayers.
The mosque also comprises men
and women libraries, computer
halls, dinning room, gymnasium
and storerooms '

* Building Technology:
Qil Paints. by Eng.Hussein Gomaa |




The baroque character of the Bhong interior — an
uninhibited interplay of elements.

void of syntax, it reflects the semantic
disorder from which many contempo-
rary Muslim socieities suffer. Its very
success must therefore give pause
to thinking architects who have been
tollowing a different approach, where
they conceived their role to be one
of defining the future from a reinter-
preted past. To them, the sucess of
Rais Ghazi's enterprises must give
pause,

Niono Mosque

Let us now turn to another mosque
in another poor Muslim country, the
Great Mosque at Niono, in Mali, West
Africa, This elegant, simple but gran-
diose structure has a unique dignity
and serenity about it.

The Plan is simple, almost classical in
its rectilinear clarity.lt is the work of a
mason commissioned by the commu-
nity which is obviously proud of its
mosque.

The decorative elements of the
mosque facades are the same as

those found elsewhere in the re-
gion. They represent an architectural
language easily read and understood
by the population. They have a tre-
mendous sense of balance and har-
mony, and the monochromatic treat-
ment of the walls and their texture are
etegant and beautiful, The details,
though simple, are still quirky
enough to provide that occasional
touch that sets off the bulk of the
overall structure

In the interior the mosque spaces are
restful and pleasing and in spite of its
almost arid simplicity, the Mihrab
works very well indeed. 1t is the kind
of space where one can meet and
pray with calm and serenity commun-
ing with both God and fellow man
with ease.

The Niono Mosque is a functional
building, well used by the community
in a myriad of ways, school, mosque
and meeting area it is very much the
central element of the community's
life.

The rich decoration of the Mihrab.

More importantly, the Niono Mosque
fits extraordinarity well with the rest of
its surroundings. it reflects the archi-
tectural language of the vemacular
tradition of the area, elevating it to a
higher level, but remaining very
much part of an integrated, coherent
whole.

On the Populist and the Pop-
ular

it is now pertinent to link the critique
of the Bhong and the Nione
Mosques at the level of the intellec-
tual context in which such projects
must be evaluated. At this time, Mus-
lim societies are deeply troubled by
the historic rupture they have suf-
fered. "

The coherence of their cultural milisu
and its orderly evolution has been
shattered. A major task lies ahead of
all Muslim intellectuals to take on the
challenge of rebuilding their socie-
ties in terms of an integrated and in-
tegrating culture. Integrated insofar

The € irein Mosggrae s Nesentss 1 Muli Fhe archne feral frongrdie o ooy meaed ool smdlerdos of By e proesoicton
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ARCHITECTURE
AS AN
INTELLECTUAL
STATEMENT

S D

The Bhong Mosque — an AKAA winner in 1956. Exterior: views.

MODERNISM IN THE MUSLIM WORLD

INTRODUCTION

This paper is based upon a specific
view of architecture and of architectu-
ral criticism. Fundamentally, it focus-
es on a multi-dimensional criticism-
physical, contextual, and cultural-
which recognises the intellectual
statement of architectural works as
resonating on local, regional and in-
ternational levels.

The paper is in three parts in this is-
sue we introduce the first part deal-
ing with the notion of cultural authen-
ticity and its manifestation in the
contemporary architecture of Muslim
societies. This includes a critical re-
view of the Bhong Mosque in Paki-
stan, a project which won an AKAA
in 1986, contrasting it with that ver-
nacular masterpiece, the Great
Mosque of Niono in Mali, another
AKAA award winning project in 1983,
there-by demonstrating the diferenc-
es between the "populist" on the
one hand and the "popular" on the
other.

The Bhong Mosque

An Aga Khan Architectural Award
winner in 1986, This building com-
plex has stirred considerable contro-
versy. Some have been enchanied
by the exuberance and baroque
character of the decoration. They

have found the vivacious decoration
and uninhibited interplay of elements
and materials indicative of self-
assurance and lack of affection. The
amount of the decoration which
some would consider excessive, was
a statement of appreciation of the
central building in the community,
whose greater glory and grandeur
somehow reflects tavourably on the
whole community. The richness of
the decoration is so striking as to call
to mind its vernacular echoes; the
decorated Jeepneys and trucks, so
characteristic of this part of the world
are the gaudy manifestations of love
of objects that local taste identities
with. Yet there is no such excessive
or rich decoration in the vernacular ar-
chitecture of the surrounding villag-
es. There, the mudbrick architecture
echoes the simple architectural lan-
guage of bygone days, and even the
medern (and thoroughly mediccre)
structures of the local market place
are equally devoid of decoration.

The issue at hand however trans-
cends the use of decoration, which
can be easily defended as playful
and enriching. Rather it is the mis-
use and the abuse of decorative and
architectonic detalls.

Some of us are deeply disturbed by
the disassociation of the decorative
elements from their frame of refer-
ence; for example, the use of im-

ISMAEL SERAGELDIN

ported bathroom tiles in some plac-
es, and the use of overt signs
such as the Arabic inscription
*Muhammad” in marquee advertis-
ing graphics grafted on top of such
key architectural elements as the
gateway. Such features indicate that
the architects have not mastered part
of their function, which is to design a
project which adds to the prevailing,
socially accepted view of the desira-
ble, and to elevate the aesthetic
standards of the community beyond
just responding to what "pleases the
people”.

On the whole, however, the Bhong
Mosque complex sends a troubling
message to thinking architects eve-
rywhere. Its very vitality and self-
assured use and misuse of the archi-
tectural idioms, its total disregard for
the stylistic and thematic discipline
central to contemporaty architectura
theory and practice, its pursuit of ex-
cessive decoration (as if more were
always better); all these aspects must
be seen as a simple, even naive,
statement that is clearly understood
and appreciated by the population of
users and observers. Herein lies the
troubling aspects to thinking archi-
tects. The message of the Bhong
Mosque is one of a populist ap-
proach to architectural expression. it
transcends the popular towards a
disorderly amalgam of elements de-
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EDITORIAL

A RECORDED TAPE ... SIDE ONE
DR. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

It is normal to see and read about the wotks of westem and Arab Pioneer archi-
tects. However, it is rare to hear their theories and opinions through recorded
speeches. Here we can hear them recording their thoughts, ideas and general
trends according to their professional practices.

First, the Finish Architect Alvar Aalto spoke about the special attention he gave to
the social responsibility which came on top of his priorities before the shape that
was not the irtellectual base. He referred to the cultural centre he designed as he
regarded the social dimension and the trend against boredom imposed by industry
which caused rigidity and repetition . He believed in Individuality with Collectivity
which eonfirms the concept of Individualism within Collectivism as in Islamic
Architecture,

Then, from his office in New York spoke Marcel Breuer about man and his aspira-
tions as he often seeks to resist gravity and always ascends upwards. He added
that man has developed from the pyramid stable architecture to the space archi-
tecture.

Then the German architect Walter Gropius spoke from his office in Cambridge
about his path starting with the idea of the (Bauhaus). At his early age he believed
that an individual can not make the architectural work alone, however, he should
be assisted by others with different specializations . Thus, the new trend was the
participation principle. So the idea of the "BauHaus" appeared by the participation
of famous painters and sculptures, as " Maholy Nagy " and others aiming at con-
necting the students with life to spring a new architecture not a particular pattern
by the participation between students and professors to start a new life after the
first World War. The Word "Bau" in German is more comprehensive than the word "
Building " in English as "Bau" includes the building of man and environment so Ger-
mans after the first World War had to start with a new open thought as a new ac-
cess 1o the future problems. Arts, Architecture and crafts should be integrated
with life especially in industrial means e.g. the shape of the machine that required
practicing the profession of industrialization along with design at the same school.
He took the chair as an example; it is easy for the artist to design a chair, however,
he should know how to make it so the artist here is the artizan at the same time. It
was a brave approach, however, if faced many objections and finally the new
school of "Art and Crafts" had been acknowledged. Hence the idea of the "Bau
Haus" has been spread all over Europe searching for new thought and new archi-
tectural details.

And from New York spoke Philip Johson criticizing and analyzing the works of con-
temporary architects taking for example the "Unite d'habitition * at Marssille of Le
Corbusier and how a great invention it was with its columns, rocfs and concrete
shape expressing the building centent. He focussed on the flexible shapes at stair
exists and on the fantastic roofscape. He considered Le Corbusier as Leonardo
Da Vinci of his age. He took as a second example the project of Frank Lloyd Wright
in Taliesin, Arizona as he described it as a spatial symphony for its internal and ex-
ternal courts and the 45 angles. The third example was of Mies Van Der Rohe
(building No.60 in the fifth avenue in the centre of New York). He said on Mies that
he is a master in building. He considered building economies by using the simplest
structural methods. Johnson defined those three examples as the most significant
buildings in the golden age of contemporary architecture.

The next was Luis Kahn who spoke from his office in Philadelphia about architec-
ture and the city , and how he was classic in his works at the beginning , then he
studied the architecture of the pioneers who preceeded him. He spoke about the
works of Le Corbusier , as he admired him and wanted to work with him. Then he
quote the example of the Chemistry building at the University of Pernsylvania as it
was compatible with nature. Then the late Le Corbusier spoke in French remember-
ing his problems with the " Unite d'Habitation = at Marseille when the mayor of the
city asked him to design that project and he accepted provided that he would nev-
er be hindered by regulations or laws. Once he started to work Marseille's Press
attacked him and asked him to stop the work, however, instead, he stopped read-
ing the Press, for five years, till the end of the project. Till here, side one has come
to its end and in the next issue we will review side two.
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Columns & Cables. REcy
Islam: The Search for Archilecture, 1efy-fre
New Market Places.

Houses Fit for People. play ¥
Texas Instant Cities. sefy-fra
Architecture Quovadice,

Berlin: The City for People. i
The Architecture in Japan. AETARYAR ]
The Architecture & The Past

Dream Cities. sl
Future of Space - ERTE ALTARVAL
Micheal Grave (architect) (1 ).

Frank L.oyed Wright (1). aa¥y
The Shock of the New, AT ARTAS]
Man Alive (Brasilia) (Gropuis)(L.e Corbusier)

Space for the Spirit.

Arther Erikson (architect). plag i1
Micheal Grave (architcct)( 2. ). ALFARYA]
How they built the Channel.

Insolation {Water & Oil) dar
Technical Training. ALFARYE
Air Barrier.

Large Dome.

The Architecture of Frank I loyd Wright ( ). play i1
Science & Architecture (T.oads D11.), REFARFE
The Suspension of Disbelief - How High Up

Robert Venturi. sa¥i
Learning From Las Vegas (Roberi Ventur). SLFARVARS
Contexity & Contradiction In Architecture.

The Great Pyramid (Return to Egypt) slay it
Carlos Opera Paris (19485). w/ripNe
Canada Architecture. Arthur Erikson.

Le Corbusier. aa¥
Fuller. ALTARFAR!

Frank I loyd Wright (3).
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