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Abstract

many authors emphasized that cultural tourism could become an important
part of Regenerative Tourism, as cultural tourism not only leads to
sustainability and preservation of tourist destinations, but it can also help
in the renewal of tourist destinations.

The research main problem is despite Egypt possesses 6 Cultural sites
inscribed on the UNESCO world heritage list. Besides, Egypt has a third
of the whole world’s monuments in Luxor city alone, however, according
to Capmas (2018)** cities such as Sharm el-Sheikh and Hurghada (beach

cities) have up to 70% of the total international tourism in Egypt. Whereas
cities have world cultural heritage sites such as Luxor and Aswan, they get
only 3% of the international tourism.

This study examines the role of CT based on intangible cultural assets
“Software” in facing tourism problems in cultural heritage sites, in addition
to analyzing the effectiveness and impact of investing in human capital on
the success of the competitiveness of the tourism destination and achieving
STD. Aswan was chosen for the empirical study. Aswan possesses CH
elements (tangible and intangible) that are unique in their importance and
value. It also has ‘“Nubian Monuments from Abu Simbel to Philae"
inscribed in the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage List. However, despite
these factors, according to Capmas (2018) Aswan's share of international
tourism in Egypt represents only 0.6%. In addition, Aswan city faces the
problem of tourism seasonality.

The descriptive-analytical approach was adopted in this study.
Accordingly, appropriate research tools were used, such as personal
interviews, observations through fieldwork. Furthermore, data were
collected using primary and secondary sources to assess the current
situation of cultural tourism in Aswan. Besides illustrating the challenges
faced in achieving tourism sustainability. The main conclusion that was
emerged from this study is the inclusion of a site in the UNESCO World
Heritage List is not sufficient to create a high-value tourist attraction, but
the focus on the cultural aspects of the city "Software" and the development
of the local community human capital (the origin of the living culture)
through education and training, along with focusing on the tangible cultural
heritage, and developing the infrastructure to preserve the local population
and improve their lives leads to addressing the problems facing tourism
such as terrorism and tourism seasonality, while achieving economic
benefits for the local community, which leads to achieving sustainable
cultural tourism development and achieving global competitiveness.

Keywords: Human Capital (HC), Cultural Tourism (CT), Sustainable
Tourism Development (STD), Cultural Heritage (CH), Aswan.
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Human Capital (HC) in the information era is considered the true
wealth of nations and the basis of economic competitiveness because HC
is the basis of creativity and innovation. Human capital is also the core of
the tourism industry, as the nature of tourism services requires direct
interaction between tourists and the workers from the local community in
the tourism. Furthermore, tourism itself is a cultural experience, and it is
among the most important means of cultural exchange in the world.
Moreover, "Cultural Tourism (CT)" has been recognized as a separate
segment since the 1970s. Moreover, many authors had emphasized the
importance of cultural tourism in preserving Cultural Heritage (tangible
and intangible), due to CT is the major beneficiary from CH. Many
attempts have emerged to define cultural tourism from different points of
view. Hence, they concluded that "Cultural Tourism” has become an
activity related to non-material "Software” cultural manifestations of the
city first before it is related to the physical aspects of the city. Whereas CT
is no longer limited to visiting monuments and temples only but has
become an interactive experience with the local community. Therefore,
investing in “humans” through education and training is related to the
quality of the provided tourism services, which leads to the success of the
competitiveness of the tourist destination.

As of 2011, many international charters and agreements had
emphasized the importance of culture and cultural tourism as factors for
achieving sustainable development. Furthermore, it has also been
emphasized that all cultures can contribute to sustainable development
because it is an inexhaustible source of creativity and innovation. Hence,
sustainable cultural tourism can be a powerful force in protecting and
promoting tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

In 2020, after the outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic, the concept of “Regenerative Tourism” appeared strongly. This
concept adopts the idea of sustainable tourism, which means reducing the
negative impacts on the environment, preserving natural resources for
future generations, and going a step further, to improve the tourist
destination and leave the destination in a better situation. Furthermore,
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