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0. IxtRoDUCTIoN.

gAB ZLTWAYLA is situated in the historic city of Cairo in one of the richest places with
Islamic architecfural heritage, full of meanings, many memories of great actions, and a
lot of social relationships inherited through thousends of years. This shrdy will hy to
illustrate that area by describing the architechrre, the urban vocabulary, and the social
life around Bdb Zuwayla, definig the properties and the quality of life, showing the
problems and proposing solutions.



0.1. CATno, THE HISToRIC CITY.

Cairo, a city was built to be a capitol. Since its foundation 358 AH./969 AD. until now it
had become a major city on the world map. No other city in the Islamic world processes

the wealth of architecfural monuments found in Cairo, more than 500listed monuments

and almost the same amount are not. The architecfure of the city is very special for the

mixture of different foreign cMlizations and cultures that inherited into the Egyptian way

of life. It has been reflected on both of the architecfure and the urban tissue. It became

unique in character. Unfortunately a chain of civilization process and continuiff of
thousends of years was broken in the middle of the last centuary by the idea of
Occidentalism in the architectural style and planning which is not corresponding with the

nature of the city and its environment.

0.2. WUvBAB ZYwnwe?

Bab Zuwayla is a good application to the word rrForm Follows Processrf. It is a wonderdrl

place full of historical buildings. Each one of them has a story and reflect between its

stones meanings and events. It is an open book or a timemachine when you look to it
you read a lot of massages hearing the cries of the past mixed with the noise of the

builders, artisans, peddlers, women, and soldiers. Bdb Zuwayla is representing the

architecfure of the medie.val city and its problems with the contemporary life around it. It
is an example for what is happening in different other area in Cairo. It has a rare

character that shown in the baditional artisans activities, and its wonderful morphology

of the old ciff with its original urban tissue. Functionally, Beb Zrwayla is a city gate

became after short time inside that city loosing the original function hrrning into a

landmark in the urban tissue of the city center. Morphologically it changed during its life
time into different phases. You can not stop changes but you can only control it.
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0.3. THp MprHoDoLoGY.

In this study I used the methodology of Jan Tanghe which we used in the study of rrThe

Grand Beguinage of Leuvenrrl, with some adaptation due to the nature of the sfudy area,

which we could illustrate it in two main axis, one of them is the time and the other is the
scale. I examined three different scales, the scale of the old city, the scale of the quarter,

and the scale of the neighborhood through three different times, the pas! the presenf
and future. It means that we learn from the past the way to solve the problems of the
present and to how to avoid it in the future. (fie.0/2)

The methodology has five main phases: (fiS. 0/3)

0.3.1. Prnsn I: THs SunvBv.

The suruey has four main aspects:

1. Social life.

2. Functions.

3. Morphology.

4. Mobiliff and Use of urban space.

and that through three different periods in the history when main important historic
events happened and had a 6yeat influences on the sfudy area. In parallel with sfudying
the same aspects on the existent sifuation.

43.2. PtmsB IL TsE AlrAlysrs.

Illustration of the problems of the existent situation on the levels of social life, function,
morphology, mobility and use of the urban space.

lT.at Muni, IJ.Hoogaad & S.Titrnon, Le Quartier du Grarul Beg,rinage. CCHTB. Kdholike Uniuetsiteit tc
Leuoen, 1994.
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0.3.3" PHESP III: THC OSJTCTryES.

putting the objectives and the main guide lines for the solution of problems on the levels

of functions, morpholo€y, mobility, and the use of the urban space.

0.3.4. PHasP W: CHooSING THE MooBH.

In this Phase I evaluate the objectives in relation with the actual state and its economical

applicability. Putting scenarios of different options to hy to imagine what could happened.

0.3.5. Pmsn V: PnoJEsf

It is an 'rAvant-Projetrr as a kansposition of one modei.

Finally, this study is not the end of the problems, it could be a way to solve it but

problems are always exist, and things are always changes, and to improve the quality of

life and space we must keep on, using again the struchrre plan to see, analyze and solve

the problems that come after' (fig.0/4).



1. AL-QAHIRA.

This part of the study presents the evolution of the city, the main historical urban
features, the contemporary situation and the skategies for solving its problems.
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1.1. AI-QAHIRA, THE EvoIuIoN ANo Irs GRowIH.

1.1.1.4,Fu$[T, ruB F]nsr Capner e0 LH./641AD.).

when the Muslim conquered Egypt (20 LH./641 aD.), leader ,Amr ibn al-.As
established al-Fustat north of the Babiluon wall, and so al-FuslaT became the new
Egyption catilal instead of Alexandria which remained as a capital since the Greek,
through Romans and until the Byzantines.

The frist structure ibn al-'As founded was his congregptional mosque situated in the
same location of the existing 'Amr mosque in Misr al-Qadima district south of Cairo. Al-
Fustat continued to be the capital of mle in Egypt during both Caliphate and Umayyad
period.

1.1.2.THn TUr,Uwm Pnnrop es+z4r LH.l86&e04 AD.).

When the Abbdsid dynasty took over the rule, rral-'Askar'r suburb was founded north of
al-Fustat (L35LH./752LD.) until Atrmed ibn Tnlun declared the Abbasid period and
established the Tfil-unid period which included Esypt, and part of Syria; He then started
constructing a new settlement al -Qaf5'i' to the north of al-Asker (256 LH./SZ9AD.) of
which the most distinguished building was his big mosque founded (26pZ6SLH./1T6-
879AD.) and still edsts until today. The Tuiunid dynasty came to an end by the Abbasid
leader Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-Kefib (zgz /-H./9M aD.) who completely
demolished al-Qata-i', and what only remained was Ahmad ibn Tfililn's mosque, and so
Egypt returned under the rule of 'Abbdsid dynasff and the capital was relocated in al-
Fustat once more.

1.1.3.TH8 ArusulDb hnron (324-3s8 l-H./ esseoe AD.).

later Mulrammed ibn Tughuj al-Ikfishid took over and Egypt became a IliJrshidian
kingdom from324-358 AH. / 9g51969 AD. and left few tombs.

I
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1.1.4.THc FATTMTD PERIoD (3ss-s67 aH./e6e-1121 aD.)

When the Fatimid took possession of Egypt during the rule of al-Mdizz Lidin Allah al-

F-atimi and under the leadership of Jawhar as-Saqilli the rule of the Fatimid dynasty

started from 358 AH./969AD. until 567 LH./L171 AD. Jawhar as-Saqilli founded al-

Qdhira (Cairo)to the north east of al Fustat and surrounded it by walls. It was limited to
the Fatamids and forbidden for the public to live in and so the foundation of Cairo did not

affect by any means, the urbanization of al-Fusp!; On the conkary, al-Fustrt was filled up

with various rnanufachrring workshops, houses and markets. By that time, Cairo cannot

be considered as a part of the city but to be more specific it was more like a ruling casfle

and seat of the throne. It appears that the major reason which lead to this situation was

the ideological difference the Egyptian Sunna and the new Fauatim Oatimid) Ismailian

Shi'a. In this ruling center, al-Qdrira, al-Azhar was established as its congregational

mosque (35S361 /-H./97U972LD.) which still exists and tunctions until these days. The
main spine in Cairo was named Bayn al-Qagrayn on both sides of which the most

extravagant Fafimid palaces were situated. Its also important to mention that parts of al-

Fustaf al-'Askar and al-QatEi'were ruined during the Mustansiriyya crisis (457-464 /'H.
/ LMiaL072 AD.) when civil skife. Famine and plague spread and security was

disturbed. Also al-Fustat was demolished and abandoned after the fire which lasted for 54

days, being set under the orders of vizier Shawir (564 AH. I 1169 AD.) to prevent it
from falling into the hands of 'Amun king of Jerusalem, as it ended to be nothing more

than wreck and debris. The city witnessed successive walls through its periods like those

being built by Jawhar as-Saqilly of those of Badr aj-JamEli.

l.l.S.AvruBnN Ppnroo 667-M8 p-H. / tlzr-LzsaAD.).

The situation remained static and no more changes occurred until the Ayyubian period

took over (567-648 /-H. / LITL-1250 AD.) and amalgamated Cairo which became for the
first time a part of the city. Not only al-Qahira but also al-Fustat, al-'Askar and al-Qat6'i'

were all enclosed in SalE'h ad-Din's walls. Saldh ad-Din constructed the palace in his
Citadel to the south-east of the city which remained the rule place many cenhrry after.

1t
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1.1.6. MaurUx PeRroos; BenaRI MelrrUx Psnioo. (648-784 I-tI. /
125G1382 AD.) & BuRrI MeulUr {784-g23AH. / 1382-Is17

AD.)

The Mamlilk dynasLy followed the past period in two parts, Bahari NIaml-uk (64&784 AH.
/ 125G1382 AD,) and Burji Mamilk U84-923 t\Tl. / 1382-1517 A.D.). The Mamiuk
capital was sifuated in aimost the same location of its proceeding Islamic sefflements. As

a resuit most of the urban growlh during the Mamluk period to piace in Cairo and

extended to the south long the side of the river Ni1e. The Mamluk state wihressed a great

architecfurai flourishing where several distinguished mosques, schools, hospitals and

Sabils were erecteci.

1.7.7.Orronmx PgRroo. (s23-r220 l^:H. / rsrl- 180s aD.)

By the Ottoman conquest of Eglpt by Sultan Salim al-F-atilr (923 AH. / t5I7 AD.), the

flourishing urban sehlement - Cairo - went down, and aiter it has been the seat of the

royal throne, itbecame an Ottoman province (923-1220 AH. / 1517- 1805 AD.). in spite

of this, the city witnessed the construction of mosques, Sabils, Kuttabs and houses.

1.1.B.MtriuuMAD AtI's FmzurvPgRron. G2zGrzT6 l-H, / 180r1s56

AD.)

The arrivai of Muhammad 'Ali to the throne is consitlered practically the beginning of his

famiiy m1e of Egypt and its indepencience from lhe Ottoman impair, and Cairo became

once again the capital of an independent nation. This period had many changes on the

ciqv, which became bigger and expanried by isma'i1 Pasha who continued his grand

lbther poiicy to put Egypt in a higher position agarn. The ruie of Muhammaci 'Ali's family

lasted from During which the counhl' witnessed the British occupation which iasted

until the 23rd of Juiy's revoiution 1371AH. i\952 AD. and thus ended Muhammad'Ali's

hmily period.lr?

,^rt^trganization of Islamic Capitak and Citia p.517
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I.2. THE CoxrpvrpoRARy Caino erxn Irs
PnoeLEMS.

There are many sludies done for Cairo and its problems and put strategies and solutions

for iL One of these study tsttlmflementation of the Homogenous Sector Conceft; fart A,

Rehabilitation Strategt Plan.tt which was done for the Minishy of Development, New

Communities, Housing and Utilities, by General Organization for Physicai Planning

G.O.P.P, and Institut d'Amenagment de la Region d'lle de France I.AU.R"I.F., in 1988.

This sfudy is a part of long range urban development scheme for Greater Cairo Region,

and concerning the cily center which Bab Zuwayla quarter is located. The next

conclusions are taken directly from the study:

1.2.7. THe Axervsls oF F\;mcttox:

The residential function of Cairo Center has rapidly decreased. About 70,000 people leave

it every year (including natural growth). In spite of this popuiation de concentration,

some quarters remain very dense (more than 800 inha"/ha) and housing conditions are

often very substandard.

This de concentration was essentiaiiy macle possible by the construclion of iniormai

housing in agricuiturai areas. Furrher de concentration must be encouraged and orienteti

towards New Communities on the deserl

Empioyment does not seem to have ioilowed the same de concentration movemenl

There are stiil 1.75 jobs for each resident in *re labor force, which brings aboui 500,000

commuters daily to the center.

This empioyrnent is rnainly in the service sector; this corresponds to the naturai vocation

of an imporcant capitai City. But there are also 240,000 production jobs which for many of

',hem are creating nuisances: occupation of pubiic space for storage of goods anci pariring.

deiivery truck u'arfic. noise. air and water poilution. risks of acidents.

These activiries are scatlered throughour *re urban m.bric ani are srnaii in size. A

relocation poiicy towards more suitable areas and particuiariy towards New Settlements

rnustbe impiemented.

This poiicy must aiso include tertiary activities, public in particular, the presence of

which in the Center is not necessary.

i4
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These actions are essential in order to reduce bansport demand which is very costly to
meet, and to improve living and working conditions in the center.

1.2.2. THe AhtAlysrs oF MonpHotoGy:

Housing qualiF improvement and the upgrading of the urban fabric require solutions
adapted to the specificities of each district in this regard four types of sifuations can be
considered:

1.2.2.I. THB MooBRx Cswrnn:

The urban fabric is more or less frozen by lack of vacant land also owing to the rent
conkol law which slows down the movement of people. Transformations take place
within the constructions themselves and are thus difficult to conbol. The improvement of
living conditions relies on three types of measures:

- General planning at the level of Greater Cairo wich encourage the deconcenkation of
employment, and reduce fuansportation demand;

- Definition of strict construction regulations, easy to conbol under present conditions
of little real estate activity but which could be very necessary in case of a change in
economic conditions; the business real estate pressure takes place mainly along the Nile
banks and in Giza (Mohandessin, Dokki), but it could very well come back to the CBD
following major banks etc.

- Regulations for existing buildings in order to compel the owners and the occupants to
maintain facades and the immediate surroundings of buildings.

L.2.2.2. THB Oro Crry:

Anarchic densification has dramatic consequences:

- Impossibility of upgrading the unique historical inheritance.

- Progressive destruction of the urban grid makes the originality of these districts.

- Loss of the last land opporhrnities for the inkoduction of indispensible community
facilities.

- Overloading of the networks, and particularly of waste water networks which
constihrte permanent hasards for the stability of the subsoil and consequenfly of old
buildings.
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The sihration can still be conholled since there has been a noticeable decrease of
population densities. Meanwhile, the built-up area densities: this is a sigyr of the
continued attraction of these districts for some type of inveshnents.

The development skategy therefore consists in providing guidelines to channel new
investrnent in order to conhibute to the rehabilitation of the area rather than to its
destruction.

It is therefore necessary:

- To immediately take measures to conkol building heights, and densification: building
heights is an essential feature of this sector.

- To initiate actions which changes the image of the area to make the investors
interested in the urban and building quality improvement.

- To establish construction regulations respecting the existing community struchrre and
allowing satisfactory but adapted urban standards.

Such regulations cannot be prepared according to the direction of planning law no 3 of
1982. As in all counfries faced with the conseruation of their ancient heritage made of
urban fabrics and not only of monuments, a specific legal framework must be established.

1.2.2.3. THB TneNsrnoN ZoNE:

(between the old and the modern centers)

it is made of imbricated urban fabrics. It constifutes a major stake for the future. The
area is undergoing rapid changes and could, if present trends persist, make a bottleneck
between the old city and the modern C.B.D, obstructing movements from the C.B.D. to
the east and bringing about the progressive suffocation of the Western quarters of the olcl

city.

On the conbary, this zone should be aerated in order to facilitate exchanges, and to
locate needed public facilities for the two centers: green spaces, public facilities.

This could be done by the rehabilitation of old clusters which do not present any special
interest at the urban level.

The atbactive character of such lands for private investors should permit to establish
integrated projects where public facilities would be financed, in part or totally, by the
recovery of the land value added. The vicinity of Ramses station and of Sayeda Zeinab
metro station could also be subjected to such procedures.

t7
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I.2.2.4. DBceyeo AREAS:

Such as parts of Bulaq, Sayeda Zeinab, Manshiet Nasser. This is the realm of classical
upgrading projects at the level of complete neighbourhoods: they should integrate the
neighbourhood reshucturing, the inkoduction of public facilities and housing upgrading
according toadapted procedures (improvement, total or partial destruction).

1.2.3. TRaFnc

- The street network of the modern Center is saturated by kaffic and parking in spite of
a regular sbeet erid with a good density. The density and the rigidity of the built-up area
have precluded any changes in the area allocated to the streets. It is therefore necessarv
to limit the flow of cars aiming at the C.B.D.

- The urban fabric of the Old Town constitutes an obstacle to motorised traffc.
Transport can only be effected by small size vehicles entering through a very limited
number of accesses. The danger in such case is the progressive suffocation of activities,
commercial or manufacfuring, by lack of communications with the external environment.

- Peripheric area of Bulaq to the North and Sayeda Zeinab to the South have no internal
road network and are poorly linked to the external primary road network which could
catch some of internal trips.

- The linkage of Cairo Center with other Homogeneous Sectors are safurated both
because of the excassive polarisation on the Center and of the insufficient number of
linkages.

L.2.4. oeJBCTvEs:

1.2.4.1. To Iprpnovg LrwNG CoNDITIoNS FoR PEoPLE LMNG IN

Cerno CnlrrBR:

. To deconcenkate the most dense quarters

. To create open spaces and communiff fucilities

. To sewe all house with utilities (water, waste water system,...)

. To improve housing conditions.
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1.2.4.2. To ENcoUMGE rHp DBr,uLopMENT op CBwrnar

Acrnrrnps:

which are of great interest for the region or the counhy and for which this location
presents specific advantages (public and private decision making, business, trade, bank,

tourism,...):

. To adapt the urban operation to the requirements of the modern economy: traf8c,
communications

. To improve linkages with the other high level service areas

. To create attractive conditions for investrnents in desirable fields

. To enhance the historical heritage.

1.2.4.3. To El-rsuRE AN INrpcnarnD AND Equer Dn'BropMENm

oF THE w.UOtp spCrOn wrUrB RBSpECTTNG THE SppClpnrss oF'

EecH Perr:

. Physically, by a planning approach which considers the specifities of each parts but
which stresses the continuities, and the solidarity between them;

. Socially, by reducing differences of living conditions in the whole sector.

Given the importance of the stakes, and the size of the sector and its population, its
planning requires long term and coordinated actions.

Sectoral urban policies proposed hereafter are directes along these lines

They concern:

- Urban fabric and Housing.

- Activities.

- Real Estate Opportunities.

1.2.5. DevBmPMENTSrnerpcrEs

I .2.5.1. Spcroner UnsAN Pouclss:

The policy in this field must have two objectives:
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- To deconcentrate the population of the most dense quarters by using the opportuni6z

of the Setllements implementation ;

- To improve urban operation and housing conditions, especially in the most decayed

zones while protecting the original medieval urban fabric in the old parts of the town.

L.2.5.2. THB Oro IsmurcTowx:

The objectives are:

- to improve the urban operation conditions (housing, activities)

- to protect and enhance the historical heritage

- to protect the original medieval urban fabric.

The present important real estate activity can be a favorable factor if one is able to
channel this activity so that it conbibutes to the improvement of the area and not to its
destruction.

It is however necessary not to minimize the difficulties of direct intervention on the Old
Town fabric. Consequenfly, a strategy based on actions at the periphery is proposed:

while facilitating access and changing the Old Town image, the strategy would first
prevent suffocation and then create favorable conditions for desirable internal
kansformations.

Four fpes of measures are thus proposed:

- The improvement of access through the multiplication and improvement of linkages
with close primary infrastructure.

- The enhancing of surroundings (northern and eastern city walls) by the creation of
garden and public spaces.

- Minimum town planning and construction regulations, adapted to the specifities of each
neighbourhood.

- Renewal projects in the most decayed areas.

In addition, the Old Town should be the application place of the activity relocation policy.

t,



7.2.6. UneAN PuqNNrNc Srnerncv

L.2.6.1. SrnugrunB Puqx AND DBVEI,OPMENT GuIonuNES FoR

rrm Olo IsLqMrcTowx:

The objective is to propose immediate and coseryative actions for this urban entiff
(500 ha, 300,000 inhabitants and a major activity pole), hte redevelopment of

which will be a long run chaliange.

I.2.6.2. TFIE STnucTuRE PLAN AND COMPLEMENTARY SECToRAL

RECOMMENDATIONS MUST AIM AT:

- Improving the urban operation conditions (housing, activities);

- Protecting and enhancing the historical heritage;

- Protecting the original medieval urban fabric.

L.2,6.3. N.{N FoR GREEN AND SqUENB DBVNI,OPMENTS

The objectives are:

- To create or to improve major open spaces which strengthen and back the general

urban design of the whole sector;

- To increase the public open space, presently one of the smallest per inhabitant in the

world;

- To grve an urban frame for the Transformation improvement projects such as: main

road crossings, mass transportation terminals and stations,...

Most of the proposed redevelopment play an important role in the above mentioned

actions and projects.

L.2.6.4. TnemspoRTATIoN PoLtcIBs:

Mass Transportation Improvement

- Modernisation of the Port Said kamway line and connection with Sayeda Zeinab metro

station to the south, and Medinet Nasr line to the east.

,a



- Breaking up of Trahrir and Ramses square bus terminals to other regional metro

, stations, as it was studied by the Transport Planning Authority (Ministry of

Transportation). As far as Homogeneous Sector no 1 is concerned, this means the

redevelopment of Sayeda Zeinab station and of its surroundings.

- creation of minibus lines in the internal streets of the c.B.D.

- Creation of bus lines on new roads created around the Old Town.

The implementation of the urban meko line no. I and2 will skongly help to the solution

of the transportation problems in the middle range'
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2. BAB Zvw/^]rr,p., THEINnTeI{roRy. pr_eNsA)

This part of the study describes the actual situation around Bdb Zuwayla by examining
the social life, functions, morphology, mobility and use of space and its evolution through
history until now.

25



2.I, DncHRoNIC RpspencH AND Hlsroruc
DOCUNAEI\ITS.

This part of the sfudy deals with the historical analysis of the stucly area, using a short
description for the main historical buildings ancl the main historical events.

2.I.1. BAg' /TJwryrt\rlrsrNo. 1ee

FouNoeR: Abu an-Najm, Badr aj-Jamali, Amir3 aj-Jiyusha, He was an arminian
maml-uk belong to Jama-l ad-Dawla ibn 'Ammar, In 455 AH. he was the

governor of Damascus, and later he became the governor of 'Akka5 , he came to al-
Qd'hira by the request of the Caliph al-Mustangir to help him against the unmangeable
Turks Troops after the great famine 105G58 AD. Finally he arrived in 465 A.H./L1T;
AD. and restored order and put to cte.ath the Turkish Princes in one single night. After
this he became the Wazir (advisor). He reconstructed al-Qahira ancl made the seconrl
Fatimid fortification which made al-Q*rira larger than before. He constructed Bdb
Zuwayla, Bdb al-Futufr and Bd'b an-Nasr.6. The builders of these gates were three
Chrisfian brothers, who were architects, from ar-Rahd (JrU,'1t.

DatB: 484 Lq./rog1AD.s

lncenox: (see map sq. D6.) It is the southern Gate of al-Qahira. The first Ba'b
Zuwayla was built by Jawhar as-Siqili was 150 m, to the north of this

gatee. It is also called al-Mitwalli Gatel(i,

ttmpt. abwib;gate.

2 Zuwayla an Arabian tribe. came with ar-Mu|z litlin Allftt and instailed in al-eiltin
3amapt. 'utnarT' ; fince.
aiaph pt. Jiy1sh; anni, troops

s'AkkA Acre a senfort in palestine.

6'Alt Mubank,Vot.II, p. fieT
7 al-Maqrizl Vot. II, rt.28

Eal-MaqrizI, Vot. II, p.Zs
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FUUCnOX: BEb Zuwayla startecl as one of the main gptes of the city, But later after
the extensions of SalEh ad-Din it became inside the urban fabric of al-

QEhira' In 735 AH./1335 AD. in the rule of as-SulE'n an-Nasir Muhammad ibn eal6wtn
the governor of al-Qdhira 'Aydakin use it as a drum tower to be used each nightrr. Bab
Zuwayla had an intresting spectacular function as an execution place. I found some
sources from the XIX Cent. that show few houses installed on the top of it was cleared by
the Comit612 in 1901 AD.13, and the building has only tourists visiting it as a main
feature of the historic city.

DpscplrttoN: Bdb zuwayla consists of a great arched gateway, 4.g4 m. witle
defended by two oblong round-front towers, solid for twothirds of

their height and placed 9.17 m. apart. Behind the archway is a passagsway covered by a
shallow dome on spherical-friangle pendentives, supporting the great plafform which
extendes right across behind the upper rear fuce of both towers. This plafforrn, open on
all sides except the south, is there flanked by three arches; the two outer give access to
the chambers in the upper thirds of the towers, and the central one to the vaulted loggia
over the gateway. Above the two chambers and vaulted loggia is a second plafform
crowned with crenellation and served by a staircase at its northern corner. The whole
struchrre measures 25.72 m. in width 25.36 m. from back to front, and 20.10 m. in heighf
from the present road-level to the top of the crenellations, or 23.70 m.la from the original
road-le.vel.15 BAb Zuwayla had a great slippery granite stone ramp to prevent the
attackers entering the gate with their horses, until asSulf5n al-Malik al-Kdmil
Muhammad ibn al-Malik al-'Adil ibn Ayyiib had it demolished because his horse had
slipped on it, later Jammal ad-Din al-Ustadar found pieces of it rluring making excavation
to build the water tank of the mosque of Faraj ibn Barquq in 811 /-H./I4Ag AD. ancl he

gThe 
original one hotl tuo archway, it bride the hwyya of Sdm ibn NEh (see nap sq. E8) and when al-Mu,iz

fasedfrom the uight one the people neoer used the lfi one again; a|-Maqrfzi, vol. II, p.7z

10al-Miwalllmeans gonon or, CrxueJl relda this name to the last Mamlok Suitdn Tumdn BFywho was
hangued by the ottoman SultEn SIin the Firct on BEb Zuwayla and Ig his body many days rfiet the uecution- al-
Mitwalll TbmEn Bd/s lasr tob before heing Sultdn uas Mitwalli of a|-Qiltin As he was uery heloaed by the feople
they called the Ba-b Zuwayla Ser him.

11al-Maqrizi Vot. II, p.ZB

l2Comitd de la Coseraation da Monurnenh Anb.

lsCrqwell, KAL. Vot.I, 2fl2
laThk dimension uos a result of ucauditn dnne by Creswe.ll in 1938,4-D. in the wa;t side of the wg;t towr.
lsCrawell, K.AL,VoI.I , t.IgT
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used some of it16. We could conclude from this story that the outside of Bdb Zuwayla was
lower than the inside. Bfu Zuwayla is very related in form to Bab a|-Futiih which is
placed on the other end of the Qasaba of al-Qa-hira.In 822 LH./L I} AD. al-Mu,ayyad.
Skhayli*r used the towers as the bases for the minarets of his mosque. There are two
access to BEb Zuwayla one from the mosque of al-Mu'ayyad Shayktr by a staircase. The
other from 'Affat al-HammEm with a staircase which is ruined and no longer in use.

RBsronertou: In 1901 the cornite demolished the two stories,houses from the top
of the plafform and restored the original image of the gate.

16al-Maqnzi Vol. II, b.7s
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2.7.2. Lrsr oF THE MoNUnaENTS Ernsnxc AnouNn Bee

Zvwtytt: (rN e CunoxoI.ocrcAI. OnoBn)

2.L.2.1. MoseuB op es-Serm TAIA'I', Lrsr No. : 1 16.

FOUNOBR Tala'i'ibn Ruzzik, al-Malik17, ag-S.alilr1s, He was the Waar (advisor) in the
time of the Caliph al-R"iz in 549 /-H. / 1154 AD. He remained in his

position under the rule of the Caliph al-'Adid who took Ta16'i' daughter as a wife. He was

killed in the Palace in 556 LH./lL6lAD.1e.

DATB 555 AH./1160 AD,20 it is the last mosque built in the Fatimid period

LOCAIOU (see map sq.: D5, E5) Outside Ba'b Zuwayla,locatecl in the corner of ad-

Darb al-Ahmar sbeet and Qasabat Radwan.

orucruer FuNcrtoN: ttTbn 'Abd az-ziltirsays: when there was fear that the shrine

of al-$usay?l, seeing that i,t was in AsqlatPz, ,ntght sufer
from an attack fu the Franks, and it was deci.ded to moue it, as-ffiih TaITi'ibn Ruzzrkbuilt
this mosque in order to inter it there. But whm he had fi,nished it the Calibh would not
authorize his plan, saying that it could only be done in the interi.or of the Place, and he bailt
the present Mashhad and it fthe heail was buried there.il23 The Friday Prayer was
established in the mosque in 651 LH./1252 AD. al-Qalqashandi who gave the date as

652 LH./I254 LD.24. Then the prayer stopped until the time of al-Mu'izz Aybak at-

Turkumani who refurned it back around 650's AH.25 The mosque is considered as the
first elelated mosque where the ground floor is occupied by shops. In the second half of

17 mali4 pt. mul1k king.

18silih; pl. silihln: good, usefut.

real-Maqmi Vol. Iil p.1g2,1g3.

zoa|-Maqrzi Vol. Iil p.1g2,1gr

2|al-Husayt 
, the grand son of Muhanmacl the profit kitled in KarbalVin lraq 680 A.D.

22 Asqlan, ,4shkelon; seaport i,n SW. Palestine.

z7a\-Maqria, 
V'. III p,Ig2,lgz.

24 Crxu ell, KA L.,V o l. I, p. 275.

2sAli Mub-ank, vot. l', p.gl
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the KX Cen.26 the mosque was occupied by houses which were removed in the
reconstruction done by the Comite in 191F1940's27.

DASfBn-f FUUCTION: The mosque is still in function, but only few shops are
used.

Rpstonelox: ln 702 I-H./fiA2 AD. an earthquake attacked several buildings in
Cairo. Prince Baktimur al-Jukandar restored the mosque. But the

inscription written on the Minbar which is four years earlier than the earthquake shows
his interest in this mosque.z8

In 844 LH./1440 AD. some restoration was done by one of the merchant called abdul
Wah6b al-'A1mi.2e

In 882 LH./I477 AD. after the street le.vel had became higher than before Prince
Yashbak min Mahdi made some excavations to find the threshold of Bdb Zuwayla and
the stair of the entrance of the mosque which were 10 steps, and he removed the
buildings installed around the mosque.il

In 1911AD. a complete study was rnade by the Comit6 to reconstruct the mosque which
been occupied by houses and the shops completely disappeared under the skeet level, In
1915 AD. they started to demolish all the houses around and inside the mosque and they
dug a ditch around it until the original sbeet level and all the shops were uncovered and
this work continued until the late 194Os AD.

2.1.2.2. ZAvweAND See-tr, oF FARAI IBN BARQUQ, Go.DurrIsM),
LISTNO.2Ol].

FOUUlnn: Faraj ibn Barquq. He

AH./1399 AD. until
Damascus3l.

Dern: s11 AH./1408 AD.32

Mamliik Burji SultEn from 801

AD. when he was killed in

was the second

815 AH.l r4L2

26()rganization of Islamic Capitals and Cities, p.46

27 Hasan 'ab&it-wahheb, p.IoS

28'Alt- Mubeok, vol.v, b.9i
29 Hasan abdu l-Wahhab, b I 03

'lN fiasan abda \-Wattlt eb, f . 103

31al-Maqnzi Vot. ilI b. gt)
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LOCATION: (see map sq.: D5) Just to Bdb Zuwayla, the original location was the

intersection of the two main thoroughfare of Cairo, and it had been

moved !2 m. to the west south by the Comite in order to widen Ahmad Mahir street.

OruClNef F UNCION: A group of buildings which consists of a small mosque, a

Sabil, a Kuttdb in the first floor of the Sabil, and Rab' for

small rented units annexed to it33 which was demolished in 821 /*H. I 1418 AD. due to

its bad strucfural state after the fire of Dar at-Tufrh.

EXtSfBI\[f F-UNCTIOX: The Sabil and the mosque still exist, but the rest are lost.

the Sabil is no longer in function and due to the restoration

operation the mosque is temporary not used.

RES|OnRIOX: 1923 by the Comite, now it is under the restoration of the American

Research Center in Cairo, AR.C. in cooperation with S.C.A and the

Center of Conseruation of islamic Architectural Heritage, C.I.AH.

2 .L.2 .3 . M oseup oF AL-M u'AYYAD SHAYKH, Lrsr No. : 1e0

FOUNDBn: As-SultEn al-Mu'ayyad Shayhh a Burji Maml-uk Sultan, who came after

the death of Faraj ibn Barqfrq. He was jailed in the prison of Ktrza'in

Shama'il by Faraj. In the jail he swore that if he reached the throne he will demolish that
jail house and replace it with a mosque to the face of God3a.

DRTB: 81&23 AH./i41$zo AD.35

lnCAttOX: (see map sq.: C6,7 & D6,7) Inside the walls of Cairo adjacent to Bab

Zuwayla. With the main fagade on Qasabat al-Qahira and the other on

Taht ar-Pab' (Ahmad Mahir sfeet).

OnfCINal F UNCTION: The mosque was founded to sere as a mosque, a Madrasa,

and a KhEnqdtr annexed to it. The mosque contains two

mausoleums and a sitting loggia for the sulEn next to Bfu Zuwayla.s6

s2aLMaqmt Vot. III p. 99

33 Lamei MostaSa, Salih,

saal-MaqrXi Vol. III b" 252

ssal-Maqnzt Vot. III b. 252

s6 Fahmi Ahdut'titln, p.
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EXlSfBn"f FUXSnOX: The mosque is still in use but the i(hEnqEA is no longer

exists. The two main fagades are occupied with kiosks.

RnSlOnelON: 37Due to its bad condition during the XIX Cen., this mosque had

many restoration operation:

182O84 AD.: Minishy of Waqfs reconstructed three fagades of the mosque; the

northfagade, the southfaEade, and the west fagade.

1881-91 AD.: The Comite restored the mosque which lost all its IwEns except two rows

of the east south Iwan that was about to collapse and the main entrance stairs, preserued

the Qibla Iwdn, the marble and the wooden roof, the main gate, the Minbar and the

mausoleums doors, reconstructed the lost top of the two minarets, and a new ablution in

the inner court.

1911-6 AD.: The Comite removed away the shops (kiosks) that were located on the

hgades and restored its place.

193&40 AD.: A reorganizing of the kiosks by the technical office of the Comite and the

Minsty of Waqfs.

198& presen; A restoration operation is going on by S.C.A in cooparation with C.I.AH'

with a reconstruction project for the three lost Iwans.

2.1.2.4. Tsp GRoup 9FWAQF RADwN BpY (MeQ'eo; LIsrNo.: 208,

ZAwfye; LrsrNo.: 365, AI.{D RAB' ; LIvrNo.: 406, 408. )

*-.-,'., , ''"

FOUMBR: Radwan ibn 'Abdullah al-Ghafiri,.Amir al'$aii $rince of pilgrimage), who

was a wealthy prince and died in 1066 AH'3sr'i lef t'ti' ',t' t,,'

DefB: 1060 AH./16S0 AD. for both of the Maq'ad and the Zawiya, but there is no

exact rlate for the Rab' which was approximate.ly built in the )(I Cen. AH./ XWI

Cen. AD.3e

I,OCAflON: (see map sq.: C-3,4,5 D-3,4,5) The group is overlooking three stueets.

37 C.|AH., Jomi' wa Modrasat al-Mu'ayyad, unfublished refort for ratordion, Cairo- 1988, P 314

ffi'AtiMub*ak, vot. vl ,.78

39lnda to Mohammeddan MonumtnLr , A.L'.C. Cairo, 1980
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Qasabat Radwan skeet and Shari' al-Qirabiyya (where the entrance of the Rab' is located)
are passing through the Rab', and Harat al-Qirabiyya where the entrance of the Waka'la is
located and the Zawtya.

OruClNef FUNCttOtt: Beside the religious use of the two Zaviya,the ground floor
is used by small shops from the outside, the inner court is

used as a Wak5la, the upper floors are used as a Rab' (rented residences), and the
Maq'ad was Radwan Bey's palace.

EXtSfBm FUXCltOtt: The shops are still used, and the inner court is totaly
occupied by carpenters'workshops and small wood factory.

TreZawiya in Qasabat Radwan is still in use, but ihe other one in Harat al-Qirabiyya is no
longer in use. The Maq'ad is not in use due to its bad structural conclition. The upper
floors of the west side of the Rab' are evacuated from inhabitants clue to their bacl
conditon.

2.1.2.5. FIAMMAM alSuKARrryA, Lrsr No. : 5e6.

FOUNOBn: There is no enough information about the founder of this building, but ,Ali

Mubarak says it could be the same l{ammam al-FEdil which was
mentioned by al-Maqrizf in his plans of this street.ao

Defe: The documented date is XII Cen.AH./KIX Cen.AD.al

lncenox:

female section,

Alaili).

OnfCWef FUNCTIOX: A Turkish bath which contains two main sections on for
men ([IammEm as-Sukariyya) and the other for women

(llammam al-Atfa)

EXtsrBvr FuNcnoN: The tunction remains the same as originally.

4a'Ati Muh*ok, vol. vI p.1gr

4llndu to Mohammeddan MonumenLs , AU.C. Cairo, 1980, The date mentioned is late thnn the story of Ali
Mubsak, which I think that it is doted due to late architecturol elements in the asis-tent building.

(see map sq.: D7, E7) ln front of the main entance of al-Mu,ayyad Shaykh
mosque, beside wal<dlat Nafisa al-Biyda. The other entrance to the
Hammam al-'Affa. is located in the end of 'A$t al-$ammEm 1,Adt al-

') .5

1.a

tir

{
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i..n

2.1.2.6. \4rrunua, SAB-[., AND KumAB op Ner.rseer-BVoa,
(WAKAI-{T esSuxxenrwa)Lrsr No.: 39s, 3b8.

FOUmOen: Nafisa al-Biyda, the wife of Morad Bey al-Kabir who was the governor of
Egypt in partning with Ibrahim Bey just before the French expedition on

Egypta2. She was a wealthy woman that she payed 125,000 Ff. as a ransom43 to Napoleon.

DerB: \zrrut./r796 AD.

lnceTlottl: (see map sq.: D7, E? On the corner of Qasabat al-Qa-trira and ,Affit 
al-

tlammam in front of the Mosque of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh.

orucwer Fumctlottt: The wai<a=la contained shops for selling sweets, and jams
from that bade came the name Sulic<ariyya which means

sugar bowl. The upper floors contains duplex residence units (Rab). The group contains
also a Sabii and a Kutta-b.

EnsrEn-r FuNcrtoN: The inner court is totally occupied with shops, most of
them are dealing with the manufacture and the trade of

candles. The second floor had lost 80% of its strucfure, and alot of modifications were
added to the building. Except the main fagade and few of the vaults in the ground floor
remained from the original strucfure.

2.I.3. ExenawrNc THREp HrsroRrcAl psRrons.

Due to the many changes that happened in the quarter shucture through history, it is
very difficult to decide which periods are the most imporlant. I had two options. The first
one is defining the periods due to the changes happened in the structure of the City or
the quarter' The other was to choose the periods due to the documents available which
mainly describing the urban structure of the quarter.

By compromising between both of them the three periods are:

1' 555 AH./1160AD. The inauguration of as-Salih Tala'i' mosque and lZ years before
the begining of the Aiyilbid period which had a big change in the image of the city

4z'AfiMubsak, Vot. W b.184

a\'AttMubuak, Vot. I p.159
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2.

of Cairo after the extends of Sal4r ad-Din al-Ayylbi and Bdb Zuwayla became inside

the urban fabric of the city. This period is well documented in the great book of al-

Maqnnwhich called "rchffuf al-Maqnarr (the plans of al-Maqnzi). This is the major

book in the XV Cen. that describing the city with its sfreets, sbtrctures, evolution,

and events from its foundation of it until the time of the author.

845 AH./l442 1'D. The date of the death of al-Maqnz who was a witness on the

periods of Faraj ibn Barquq and al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh and described it in detail in his

valuable book "al-Khfta!"

1888 AD., This date is corresponding to two main events, the conskuction of the

new expansions, of Cairo and its roads by Isma'il Pasha; and the publishing of the
*&

book of ttal-Khijtut at-Tawflqiyyarr by 'Alt Mubarak who was guided by al-Maqrizr's

work in describing the city with its main feafures, skeets, strucfures, and urban

fabric.

2.2.THE SocW LIF.E.

This part deals with the historical social structure in the neighborhood unit (al-$a-ra), and

its contemporary sifuation.

2.2.1. HrsrorucAl. BecxcnouND:

The Hara in the past used to contain either a market or a flroup of people have the same

identity (]ewish, Christians, Greeks, Turkish, etc.).

The social hierarchy of the l{ara was very solid and respectable:

2.2.1.1.. Ssevrs AL-IIARA (CHInr oF THE HAne):

The legislative power as he represents the governor. He got offtcial power to set the

discipline among the inhabitants, solve the problems between families and judge between

them in their conflicts.

2.2.1.2. Ar-Hrrwa (Boovcuano) :

The execution power, a powerfirl young man protecfs the HEra from criminal events like

thieves and attacks from the other Hara, he got a hibute from the rich men and

merchants as he defends their properties. He has his own gang who help him in his

work.
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2.2.L.3. SHAH BeNoAR er- Tuien (Curcr' or MnRcitANrs):

For each market there is a chief who confolls the trade, caravans, and the relation

between the merchants or between the market it self and the other markets.

2.2.I.4. Crimp oFrHE Faurrv:

Each big family puts the oldest wise man as a leader to support and control the relations

betrreen the members of the family, as a reference, they refurn to him in any bouble or

conflict between them. His word is accepted and no one in the fumily dares to be against

him, as respecting his age and experience.

2.2.1.5. Brc F[vrrLrES:

The Hara usually contains few big families, each one of thern consist of many small

families where we could find three generations of the same family are living in the same

house, which is called al-Bayt al-Kabir (the grand home). Poor families are living in small

rented houses such as Rab'. All the people are living in the same quarter where they

work.

2.2.L,6. NucHsoRs:

If we could say in the modern city the possibility to see your neighbor is 30% in the day,

here in this case it is 95%.

2.2.2. THg CoxrBupoRARy Socret- Lrpe:

In the 2Os the tradition social structure had been replaced by moderniz,alton of the City.

And the hierarchy is no longer exisf e.g. in the tent maker market there are no longer a

chief of the merchants, and when I infuoduced the idea of union to conhol the market and

the product quality, they rejected that idea as it seems to them that it forces them to do

something they don't like. The market is loosing ties, individuality replacing cooperation.

- The absence of a social control of the common activities and services creates a crack in
the Al-Hara image. This is reflected in the common spaces and the relations between

neighbors.

- It is normal for a young man to propose to a family just because he saw their young

daughter in the window.
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- The relations betrveen neighbors are essential, very tied besides the family net has ties

which are very strong.

Wonanru:

One main part of the sfudy is the position of women in the old section. 3 quarlers of the

women living in the quader are housewives, taking care of children and their husbands

needs, most of them spending the day in cooking and nursing the children, and spending

the nights watching T.V. series and visiting relatives, no other activities except sewing

their clothes, shopping from the ne-ar markets, or visiting some friends or neighbors. The

educational level is very low, 20% of them can hardly read or write. The man still has

every thing in his hand.

Young women have the opportunity to learn in schools and in universities. Most in the

poor families (which are a majority in the case) prefer that there young girls stop

educating and get married quickly to save some money for their brothers.

2.2.3. Tsp QuesnoNNAIRE.

The Questionnaire was made for undersbnding the social life around Bdb Zuwayla, the

users needs, and how they see the near fuhrre.

This survey examined a sample of 56 persons from the inhabitants and the shops' owners

as well.

The results of the questionnaire are:

2.2.3.1. Pem oNE: GBltnner lNpoRl,tlttoN:

Questions are about name, age, civil state, home address, work address, monthly rent

for house and shop, total income per month, persons you are supporting, and when you

moved to the quarter.

The results were:

67% of the sample are working and living in the quafter.

15% are living in the quarter and working outside.

18% are working in the quarter and living outside.

780,6 are workers or shop's owners,
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100% were iiving in the quarter since their birth, even the people who live outside are

originally from the quarter.

The monthly rent of the residential unit is very low, G20 L.E. (about 2-6 U.S.$); and for a

shop it is F65 L.E. (about 2-20 U.S.$).

The income varies:

34o,6areless than 170L.8. per month (about 50 U.S.$);

50% are less than 350 L.E. per month (about 100U.S'$);

16% did not define the e.xact income that I expect that it is more than 500 L.E. (about

1sou.s.$).

The average size of the family is 6 person.

2.2.3.2. PARTTwo: RESIDENTIAL Uxrr CoNFIcUMTIoN :

The area, number of roorns, services, and its quality'

The results are:

1ff6 are more than 100 sq. m.

25%are 7S100 sq. m.

30% are 3G75 sq. m.

35% are less than 30 sq m.

60% have a common seruice.

Only 37oA are healthy units.

2.2.3.3, PETTTUNBE: CONFIGUMTION OF THE FEUNY:

Numbers, ages, and educational level of each member.

The result are:

The families are very dense (6 persons/fumily), where three generations could be found

in one frmily.

It had been found that the lower the income and the educational levels the bigger the

families are and vice versa.

60% of the older generation had a fair educational level.

The younger generation has a better education almost all of them are in schools:
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530,6 are in an ordinary education (elementary & secondary schools).

47oA are in a technical education.

2.2.3,4. Pam FouR: TneNspoRTATIoN:

How do people go to work, shopping, school, visits, etc.

It had been found that:

2(H are using cars.

15% are using motorcycles and bikes.

65% are using the bus for bansportaions,

50,6 areusing taxi for fransportaions.

2.2.3.5. Penr Frys: SHopprNc:

where do people go for shopping, bakery, butcher, etc.

The quarter covers the inhabitants needs except few shopping activities outside the

quarter like clothes which are located very near to the quarter in al-Ghilriyya.

2.2.3.6. Penr Sx: Rpr.rcrous ASTMTIES:

The quarter covers the inhabitants religious needs from mosques and churches

(Tmosques & 3 charches).

2.2.3.7 . Panr SnveN: Hner-rn Cenn:

30% are using social clinics inside the quarter.

7ffi6 are usually visiting State hospitals outside the quarter.

2.2.3.8. Pem Elcrn: RBcRreroN:

9UI are watching the T.V. each night.

Z(PA are visiting caf6s.

Celebration Feasts:

ZVA celebrate feasts outside the quarter.

60% visit their relatives.

2ffi6 rest in their houses.
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2.2.3.9. Pem Nhtn: GnNSRAL Qunsnous:

The conclusion of this part are:

. Children are playing in the hara, inside their houses, or on buildings roof.

. Ba'b Zuwaylaand the surrounded monuments are the best places in the quarter.

. Tourism is essential for improvment of the commercial activities which suffered a lot

after the Gulf War in 1990 due to the return of the Egyptian labor from Iraq and the

decrease in the numbers of tourists visiting Egypt.

. The quarter needs a lot of maintenance and conseruation of the monuments and the

decayed buildings.

. Garbage, peddlers, workshops, crowdedness, cars, lack of serices and local

transportation are the problems fucing the inhabitants in the quarter.

. Garbage collecting is each day for the main streets, once a week for the hara, and

every other day for the houses.

. Traffic should be conkolled by the state, there is a need for small cars to supply the

workshops.

. Peddlers need legal place to install their merchandise.

. Workshops are a source of noise in the lMng area as they work late each night.
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2.3. DrecHRoNIc Sruny oF F'uxcTIoNS.(pianv A1.0)

The following tables describes the main building and its functions in each of the three
periods:

555 A.H./11624..D. 8.45 A.H./L442 A.D.

(AL-MAaRzD

1888 A.D.

('Au- MTiBARAK)

Elevated mosque with shops. The mosque was occupied

by houses.

Mosque & Mausoleum.

A mosque, Sabil, and Kuttdb

and a Rab'which was

demolished in 821 A.H./
1418 A.D.

Few houses were installed

on top of the building which

was still used.
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555 A.H./tl62A.D. a4s-6 A.H./1442 A.D.

(AL-MAaRIZT)

1888 A.D.

('Ar-IMueAner)

Jail House built appr. the

V Cent .A.H./XI Cen A.D.

and dimolished by al-

Mu'ayyad Shaykh to build

his mosque..

Mosque, Mausoleums, and

the I(hEnkZ'had not been

completed

The mosque had lost a lot of
its stmctures and had a

restoration project 1881.

Al-Ahira' asSultaniyya

The main seais storage o{

the city in the Fatimid
period

QisEriyya dimolished

by al-Mu'ayyad

Shaykh to build his

mosque.

Qisdriyya dimolished

by al-Mu'ayyad

Shaykh to build his

mosquc.
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s55 A.H./l t62A.D. 845 A.H./r442 A.D.

(AL-MAaRzf)

1888 A.D.

('AUMunAner)

Name

li::t;J:rt:l;:;1:;:;fr;:riiiiltttst:+t{{.:i.tiii13lit:ii.tttttt}:rr:i

iii+-1,4i'.'1+'ffi

Function Wakala, Zawiya, Rab', &
Shops

a>DAnru--QARDAMIYYA

Residence of Mahmld al-

Kurdi

Residence of Radwan Bay

HAMMAMAL-FADIL

Two HammEms one tor

man the other for women

Q{ammEm al-Atra).

Two Hirmm-ams one for man the other for women.

Name QlsAnnnarel-FAott-

Function AQisariyya on the location before Wakdlat, and Sabil of

Nafisa al-BiYde

Wakdla, Two Sabils &
Shops.

2.4.THE EXsrnNT FUNCTIONS. (H-qNsAl)

This part cleals with tlree main aspects; The first is examining the population of the

study area, The second is examining the habitat and its characteristics, The third is

examining the main activity in the study area which is the commercial activity.
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2.4.7. THE Popur-qtox SrnucTURE. (pr-qNsA1.l)

Referring to the population census in 1986, The study deals with the following
neighborhoods (Shiyddra), which the study area is a part of:

TABLE 2.4.1.1: Dishibution of inhabitants in the shrdy area due to the neighborhoods:

Ar-Qrnarrwa. Ar-MrcnensI-nr. HenerAR-RrrM. ThrneR-Ras'.

6296 inh. 9949 inh. 6798 inh. 8523 inh.

TABLE 2.4.1.2: Dishibution of inhabitants due to sex and ages:

AGES <6 6-12 12-20 20-30 30-40 40-50 50-60 60-65 +65 UNDIFINEDTOTAL

MALE 1741 1749 2674 3678 1957 1428 l27t 603 814 519 16434

FEMALE VA) 156] 2579 2991 1951 1637 1353 608 84 15123

TOTAL 3441 3310 5253 6669 3918 2624 r2t1 1463 603 31557
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TABLE 2.4.L3: Diskibution of inhabitants due to the educational level:

Iu-rrpRRcv 8803

READ & Wnrrr 5267

Er-onrrsrenv EnusnoN 2346

PRopBrrv Eoucnon 7345

Hrcu ScHoor- Eoucnon 421

UNrwnsrrv Docnrp 1227

Posr GnenuarB Drcnrr

TABLE 2.4.L.4: Diskibution of inhabitants due to Employment:

ScrBvrmc / TEcHNlcar t2ta

Ann'rncsrRATnE

CI-enrcer r349

CorruBncrnr- 1387

SonsncBs

Fanurn 15.3

Ianon/ Cnarrsuen 3593

TABLE 2.4.1.5: Distribution of inhabitants due to Employment situation:

t2

59

644

MAI-E Fpuerr Tcner.

EuplovBn 8585 30r8 1 1603

UwBtuprovBn 3456 7963 11419
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The Educational Level

Illiterocy34.637o

Reod &Write20.72o/o

El e m e nt a ry Ed u coti a n 9 .23Ya

"t/ -- Universily Degree 4.B3ToY ,r'
' +Y- Hrgh School Educotion 1 .660/o

Posf Groduofe Degree .05%

Preporatory Educotion 28.89%

Scienfific / Technical 14.41%

Labo r / C r sft s m a n 42.7 B%

Source: CAPMAS PopuJdiion cngE l98d

Employment Strucfure

Adminsfrsfive

Aericol 16.460/o

Comnrerciol 1 6.510/o 
-*--:.:

Services 7.72%
Fsrmer 1.82o/c

CFWF fm^?F CdSffiH O= IHOaC .1:)WAS sLlDMr' e 'tl&Rf 
il' .li I n"nq,',&1ry A Fb",
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2.4.2. THE HeenAT SrnucruRg. (Pr-qr'rsA1.2)

This part presents the properties of the lancl, work activities, buildings in use, ruins,

private spaces strucfure, parking, and equipment of the quarter.

2.4.2.L. PnoPnKlIEs. @1.2.1)

By examining the properties around Bdb Zuwayla, It had been found that:

1. Most of the private houses were owned by normal people, who are sometimes from

the same family.++

Z. Most of the buildings are before the 1950's. There are no changes in the ownership

because the rents are negligibleaS.

3. Monuments have another situation, as in the Egyptian Law for Antiquities

protectionao, adicle six: " AII the antiquities are considered to be a State properfi, excePt all

that is a WaqB." We have two kinds of monument; The first is a monument that was

owned by normal people, and become a monument; the property will move to the

supreme council of Antiquities(s.c.A)a7. If the building was a waqfl8, i.e., the properff

belongs to the Ministy of Waqfs, and become a monument, then it will stay as a propefty

of Minishy of Waqfs, under physical supervision of the S.C.A All the monuments in the

sfudy area, except Beb Zuwayla, are awq-af and the functions of these building are

conbollecl by the Waqfs. That creates conflicts befryeen both sides in the term of

&For an aample in HEnt ar-Rdm, one fumity owns more than 2 plots, 4 old buildings iartiolly ruined and one

new bailding under constradion.

45The rent fur a fld of 70 sq. m. is in around Z) IE./month (about 6 Il.S.$ a month), where the land price is

arwnd zx\30o LE./sq. m.(about 90 u.s.$) and the inhnbitant mostly leante the quarter for the lack of smtices.

The ownns frefer to demolish the old buildings to replace it with multistmied workshops and shobs. The rent for

a one room uorhshnf more than 10O LE'/month (abaut 30 U'S'$)' anl that is a good inaalment for the ounerc'

Some of them bui1 a modern buil^ding to liae in themselaa, and the rxt of the bailding to be used ss workshobs.

a6Law No.Uf/t985 from the ofrcial newspaper issue no. 32" in 11/8/1983 Cairo-

47 article S, of the preoiotts hrw, giues the safnvision of the Egrptian Monuments to the S.C-A, which folhws the

Minister of Culture.

48wa4f, pt. awqif :endowment, there are diferent Wes of endnuments in the Waql| system, the triade

endoummt afurte in mertmain entailed in such a rnonner tfutt it froceeds wiII accrue to the memben of the

donor,s famity and, afier the dcdh of its l.ret dacendant, go to a charitable furbose- The puhlic Wa4f, is an

endowment sel afart for a chaitahle or religiotts purpose'
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conselvation, a missing link between them makes a conflict between the S.C.A, and the

users of the building who sometime do some modification which are not related to the

architecfural value of the monument, and be paid fine by the S.C.A for that eventae.

4. The shops a6pinst the east fagade of the mosque of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh are a

property of the Waqfs, the shops under Bdb Zuwayla are a property of the S.C.A, and the

shops against the south fagade of the mosque of al-al-Mu'ayyad Shayktr were a property

of the Socialistic Union (a political party), which no longer exists.

2.4.2.2. WORK AcrrmES. (er.z.z)

Work activities are concentrated in these main sectors:

1. The north sector of the study area, where are many shoemaker workshops.

(D8,9,10), (88,9,10).

2. The central sector of the sfudy area, where most of the activities are concentrated in

Qagabat Radwan and al-Qirabiyya where is many markets, (tents, leather, etc.). (C3,4,5),

(D2,3,4,5).

Most of the people working in the sfudy area are living nearby or inside the same

quarter.

2.4.2.3. BUILDING IN usE. (A1.2.3)

The results of this examination are:

. M.3 % of the buildines are in use,

o 19.93 % of the buildings are partially in use, where ZUTUA of the building are not used.

. t3.76 % of the buildings are not in use, including buildinss under construction.

One third of the whole examined area is not totally used which gives a facility for illegal

actions, such as drugs, to grow in the unhealthy parts of the city.

1. The neighborhood of al-Qirabiyya is the most unused quarter.

2. The neighborhood of Darb al-Anssiyrya is the most used quarter.

49a confliA happtned in qasabat Radwan one ofthe shops cleaned thefoqade ofthe shop and was panished by the

silbreme, the need for cleaning and the careles of sulenision to coordinate between the user and the supertisor

ledfur this conflict.
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3.TheneighborhoodsofHaratar-R[m,andTahtar.Rab.aremorelnuse.

2.4.2.4. RUINS. (er'z'+)

This survey is very related to the previous one in which it defines the physical state of

the building, and it came out with:

1. 7o.83oAof the buildings are in good situation'

2. I4.86oiare partially ruined, taking in account the buildings with one deteriorated floor

or more.

3.14.31%aretotallyruined,withamajordecayinthestructure'

2.4.2.5. PRryATE Spacns Srnuc-TURE'

Almost all the inner spaces of the main buildings around Bdb Ztwayla, except the

religious one, are occupied with workshops and small factories:

1. The inner court of the mosque of al-Mu'ayyad Shayktr is still used as a small park

where the people living around used to stay for some time in the garden' as it is the

major one around, specially in the afternoon when the sun goes down and the air

becomes cool. Some students come when final exams start to study in a quiet place away

from the very crowded home'

2. The inner court of the mosque of as-Salih Tala'i' is not used like the previous one for

itispavedwithflagstone,butsfudentsalsocometostudyinit'

3. The inner court of as-Sukkariyya is occupied with small workshops'

4. The inner court of wikalat Radwan is occupied with a wood fuctory and carpenters'

workshops, and some small tents'workshops'

2.4.2.6. PARKING. (e1.2.5)

The locations of Parking are:

1. In al-Qirabiyya (sq. A3) a parking with a capacity of 20 cars;

2. A side parking in the axis of ad-Darb al-Ahmar, Tatrt ar-Rab'(Ahmad M6trir) for 8

cars.
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3.Asideparkinginfrontoftheeasternfaqadeofthemosqueofal-Mu'ayy'adShayllrfor
5 cars.

4. A side parking fucing the entrance of the rnosque of as-s€lif f,ala'i' occupied by small

trucks to sele the quarter by delivering goods and the production of the shops to and

from the markets'

5. No building with garages exists in the study area'

2.4.2.7. EQUIPMENT. (A1.2.6)

2.4.2.7.1. BernRY:

In the street of ad-Darb al-Ahmar, there are two bakeries and there is also one state kiosk

seliing bread against the northern faEade of aq-s.dlilr Tala'i''

2.4.2.7.2, ButcsrRs:

More than six butchers are located in $arat ar-R[m, and two in ad-Darb al-Atrrrnr skeet'

2.4.2.7.3. Cmns:

They are concentrated near the main commercial zone, mostly visited by workers and

shops, owners to enjoy smoking water-pipes. Few tourists visit these caf6s as they are not

eqgipped for them. During Ramadan (fusting month for Musiims) nights' cafes are very

crowcled with people playing cards or backpmmon spending the night until dawn; in the

morning until the sunset they are closed'

2.4.2.7.4. Hnn PRotscr"toN:

oniy four fire taps are located in the examined area, .It is impossible for firecars to enter

some narrow harft, which make the sihration very risky when a fire blows up, at least

one fire tap each 40 m. should be installed'

2.4,2.7.5. PoLlce:

In front of the main entrance of as-S€lih Jala'i" a small police unit is located'

2.4.2.7.6. RnSTAURANTS:

There is only one restaurant serving complete meals in as-sukkartwa, but it is rarely

visitecl. People prefer to buy a sandwich or a pan for a light meal with cheap prices' Some
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small restaurants are mainly sewing light meals iike Falafel or Kushari which are the

most popular meals in EryPt'
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2.4.3. cotr,lMgnCruACTrVTTIES. (Pr-nNsAl.3)

This suryey had been done on the whole study area in general and detailed on the two

thoroughfares onlY;

the following table will describe along the two thoroughfure:

2.4.3.1. Menrnrs AND WonrsHoPs. @1.3. 1)

2.4.3.1.1. TSxTMAKERS:

Tenfunakers are located in Qasabat Ra{wan. Tourists are the main customers for these

shops, some Arabs come to buy huge tents'

2.4.3.L.2. Lserusn Menxpr & SHopvlexrns:

In the north part of the study area, most of them are shoemakers and retailer shoe

market. The other main location is tlarat al-Qirabiyya' where we could find leather shops'

Main customers are merchant from the country-side, and merchants from the other side

of the city, like Heliopolis or Nasr City'

7l
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2.4.3.L.3. Golp Menxnr:

Golcl shops are located beside Bdb Zuwayla in ad-Darb al-Alrmar street and in as-

Sukkariyya. Main customers are normal people from the historical city and surrounding.

It could be considered as the second gold market in Cairo.

2.4.3.1.4. CenpnNTBRS WoRKSHoPS:

lb carpenters workshops and one small wood fuctory are locaterl inside the court yard of

Wakalat Radwan. Fe.w workshops are located in $arat al-Qirabiyya. Others are located in

$arat ar-Rum. These workshops are making furnifure.

2.4.3.1.5. ClNnLns:

Candles' workshops are occupying the gJround floor of the court of as-Sukkari]rya.

2.4.3.2. TIADITIONAL ArnsnNS. tar.s.z)

2.4.3.2.1. TpxruaxBns:

One of the rare markets in the middleeast, the only in Cairo, that is specialized in the

haditional Egyptian tents. There are26 shops in Qagabat Radwan, and few in Taht ar-

Rab'(Atrmad Mdhir). Many tourists come specially to visit the market and buy souvenirs.

Since the beginning of the 70's the main product changed from complete tents, which

are not used much now, to decoration elements as tabieaus or bed's cover decorated with

the same ornaments that were used in tents. Prices vary from 15 L.E. to 1000 L.E'

depending on the size and the fineness of the producl The main material is local cotton

tissue, which they bring from al-Ghfrriyya 500 m. to the north. Shops have a rectangular

plan covered with parallel vaults and overlooking the Qasaba. The shop is divided to 3

main parts, which are integrated. First, a presentation place which is mostly near the out

side, where the best product are shown. The two sidewalls of the shop are used to

present the whole collection. The rare wall, the rrMaster Peace'r of the shop is presented'

The second comparhnent is the workshop, which is simply a wooden sitting banh where

the tailor sits sewing. This is a very spectacular view, for which many tourists take

photos. The third comparknent is used as a storage mezzanine between the vault and the

shops'middle floor.
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2.4.3.2.2. LEerHnn MemE"r' & SHonnaAKERS:

Most of the shops are located in H-arat al-Qirabiyya, and at the north-western side of

ea;abat Ra{wan, beside the mosque of Faraj ibn Barquq, The main activity is leather

hade, as an elementary material for making shoes, bags, art work, and clothes. Some

shops are dealing with accessories of bags and shoes. Some others are manufacfuring

shoes in small shops; Each workshop is dealing with one part of the shoe and a group of

workshops give their product to one main workshop collecting the different pieces and

sending it to the merchants who sell it out. It is a network of several elements serving

each other, ancl each one is helping and depending on the other one, which gives a nice

aknosphere of cooperation'

2.4.3.2.3. CeNoLns:

More than 16 candles' workshops are occupying the ground floor of the inner court of as-

Sukkarilya, These workshops are manufacturing candies which are used in the

traditional Wedding and Birth-parties. In different sizes and shapes the candles are done

manually in a very traditional authentic way. This way depends on melting the wax in

tanks and reforming it manually into candles, then the decoration part comes by drawing

some colored lines in red, green, blue, etc. and packing it in cartoon boxes covered with

plastic.

2.4.3.2.4. CenPn"rs:

There few shops working in carpet trade, and located in Qasabat Radwan' Ten years

before two carpet shops changed their function into tents. There is a carpet market in al-

Gh-uriyya where many shops and workshops could be found'

2.4.3.2.5. ReuageN I-eNrnnN:

FEnlss Ramadan one of the most popular toy that almost each child in Egypt enjoys

playrng with during the time of Ramaddn, therefore it is a seasonal activiff for 45 days

only each year. This activity is only located in this quarter all over the counbry. Both

workshops or suppliers exist in the quarter. As a temporary commercial activity, the

workshops spend the rest of the year in a different kind of activity. Some of them making

light metal work like bird cages or mouse traps. Other work in candles' trade' They are

located against the southern fagade of al-Mu'ayyad Shayk*r in the street of Taht ar-

ffi Fenas Pt. I.'awanls; lantnn
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Rab'(Atrmad M6hir), and few others against the eastern fagade of al-Mu'ayyad Shayl*r

near the entrance gate. They have over 100 different design and shape, from 5 cm. in

height up to 150 cm. It is really a distinguished kind of activity.

2.4.3.2.6. GoLo:

Gold market consists of 20 shops 8 of them are closed because the strucfure of the

building is very decayed. In as-Sukkariyya there is one of the famous shops in Cairo. Its

workshop cover an area of 200 m. and the owner wishes to move to the modern part of

the city because the area is not equipped enough for major activities'

2.4.3.3. MovING ACTMTIES & PnnnlERS. te1.3,s)

Moving activities and peddiers are one of the main commercial elements in the examined

area, that for its population density, and the concentration of different activities in that

area. The main moving activities are:

2.4.3.3.1. Hsu Menxnr:

The fish market is located behind the mosque of ag$6lih Jala'i', it consist of 7

merchants, who are occupying the place from 8 a.m. until 2-3 p.m. depending on the

amount of the fish and the market situation.

2.4.3.3.2. Fer-qHI- AND FUL Pusucerts:

F*ul is considered as the popular dish in Eeypt. It is cooked broad beans with oil and

spices. Three pushcarts are in the sfudy area, one is located in the front of the Sabil of

Nafisa al-Bida (trom 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.), second one in front of the mosque al-

Kurdi(from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p,m.), and third one under Bdb Zuwayla (from 2:30 p.m. to

7:00 p.m.).

2.4.3.3.3. FRutrs:

Four fruits'vendors exist in the study area, two are located in the front of Bdb Zuwayla,

one on each side. One is located in the front of the mosque of Faraj ibn Barquq, and the

last one, who has a pushcarl, stands against the corner of as-S€lih Tald'i'. All are working

from 8:00 a.m. to around 6:00 P.m.
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2.4.3.3.4. PouLrpnrRs

There are 5 poulterers in the study area; One is standing in front of mosque; Other one

is in front of al-Qirabiyya street at the corner of Qasabat Radwan; And the rest are facing

the corner of as-Sa'lih TalE i' mosque, in the beginning of 'ASat Tal6'i' . There are few

poulterers shops in easabat Radwan. There rnain customers are mostly the inhabitants of

the quarter.

They get chicken from suppliers outside the quarter by trucks, in plastics cages. Tucks

stay outside the quarter and deliver it by men to the shops. Each poulterers sells from 5

to 10 pair each day. This kind of trade makes a lot of waist as they massacre the chicken

and they clean it for the client in site. They are in these places 40 years ago'

Note: They are 5 other peddlers moving around all of the day time seliing varieties of

things (e.g. olive,lul dishcloth gourd, etc.).

2.4.4. CoNct-usIoNS:

From these surveys we could conclude that

- The study area is considered as major market place where are many small markets are

exist, these markets mostly are faditional and authentic, inherited from deep history.

- Some of the activities have a bad influence on the historic buildings like (carpenters,

marble, etc.).

- A big sector of the study area is in a very bad physical state in term of function and the

use of it, a gyeat part of it is totaliy ruined and people live in a lot of decayed buildings.

- Socially, the inhabitants have a very low level of education which reflect on the way of

their life, and their relation, and mainly on the way they treat the monument with.

- For the lack of serices and the decay of the quality of life in the study area, people are

moving from it either by force, or by themselves.

- The sfudy area is suffering from the decay of seruices like transpotting, fire protection,

sewage system, and clean sbeets'

- The study area is not equipped for tourism'

2.4.5. Geupnet- F.uNctoNS PLqN. 61.4)
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2 .5 . D recH Ro i{ i c STLIDY o F M o RPH o Lo GY. €r.ar,i A2.0)

The morphoiogy context is the ciominating eiement in the study area, which

determinatecl the space and added many values to the life in the quarter.

1160: The main element in the geometric space was the first B5b Zuwayla which was

built by Jawhar al-Qa'id. Morphologically, it was composed of hvo archeways in

the location of Zav,riyat Sam Ibn Ham, 150 m. to the norlh of the existent one, and when

al-Mu'izz entered from the right gateway, the people toliowed him and left the other

gateway which became a symbol for pessimism to the person who passes from it.

In 485 a.h when Badr Aj-JamEli built the existent Be'b Zuwayla, the finess of its
architeclure macle it as the most beautifui building in ttre region as Al-Maqrizt said: I'l

hacl been tolci by the kavelers that they had never seen as great as Bdb Zuvtayla in any

other City".

Then as-S;lih Tala'i' built his mosque, from its form we could conclude that the mosque

was in a wide space around it is similar to lhe mosque of ai-Hd<im which was built

outside the city before the extension made by Badr aj-Jama'li, both mosques are following

the ciirection of Mecca inside and outside. It is not the same case for rhe mosque of al-

Aqmar which inside follows the direction of Mecca and outside tbltrows the street

alignment. The minaret location and the entrance fucade indicate the importance of the

extends of Al-Mu'izz street (Qasabat alQe'hira). The morphology of the entrance fugade

of as-Sdih Tala'i' mosque is very unique il is the oniy faqade with this architeclural

treatnent of the main entrance with five arches and a ressed Riwaq behind. this is the

oniy entrance in the horizontal sense of iorming, enlrances are mostly taking the verrical

direction.

For all the other buiidings mentioned b:r al-Maqria, there is no documentation to give us

perception of the morPhologY.

The road levei was 3.90 m less than the actuai state which gives differenl proportions

outside Bab Zuwayla io the space dimensions than the eristent situation.

1442: it couiri be saiil ihe }lIamltrk periocis (Baqart & Buql) are ihe rnost ilourshing

eras ln architecrure. in lhese peiori iire Esyptian arciritecrure reaches the

highest point in ai1 aspecr, as a reflection of rhe ichness of the economicai situation,

Here around Bab Zuwa'Jla. dre architect of Faraj ibn Barquq was very inteiligent to use

tlre locarion of Bdb Zuuiayla, which became a part of the urban fabric location inside the
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ciry, as a rnorphologicai form for the smali mosque. The original location was on the

same axis of BEb Zuwayla very close to it that give the impression of an inlemrption of

the continuity of the axis. Actualiy this seems very 1ogical, that bfu Zuwayia was the end

of the main axis and after Salah ad-Din built the Cilaclel, the aris going trom Bdb

Zuv4ayla to the Citadel became the most imporlant axis in the City where the Sultan

usually use it in his way to the City. Therefore that builcling haci its entrance facing Ba'n

Zuwa.vlawhich is different than the regular pian of the mosque where the enlrance of the

mosque is iocated on the same axis of al-Mihra'b. There is no minaret as respectin.g the

minaret of Tal?i' Mosque. Few years later the image of the place had been changed

completely by the Mosque of Al-Mu'ay,vad Shaykh. He clemolished rnany buildings anrl

part fi.om the wal] of Cairo taking Bdb Zuwayla as a part of his mosque's form by

constn:cting two minarets of the three on it.

The original design of the mosque of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh was simiiar to the lthanqa' Farj

Ibn Barquq in the cemetery (al-QarEfa) with tw-o decorated dontes, (see photo, almost the

same proportions and decoration) in fact the second dome never existed because

construction operation stopped.

Here we finrl that the minarets which normaliy leads to the entrance had been moved to

the top of Ba'b Zuvra.vla as it is the major eiement in the urban context of lhe quarter,

forcing the other buiidings down and imposing its power across the slace. This reflect

the antagonism between Al-Mu'ay,vad and Faraj ibn Barqtq, the mosque is a symbol of

the victory of Al-Mu'ayyacl and his revenge from Faraj ibn Barqilq, and expresses his

power by using a super strucfure as a mosque inside lhe city and how Bfu Zuwayla

which was a major urban eiement in the place turned into a part serving the context of al-

IV{u'ayyad Shaykh mosque.

The entrance was placed on the Qasba away frorn Bab Zuwa,via to have a different

lmportance and to create a new individuai eiement in the urban stmclure, composing

with the dome and ttre minarets a rnelociy oi architecture. i think that the architect

created a masterpiece in architecture with a wonderful dimension's composition. it is not

so easy lo insert such a buiiding in the city center in integration with rire whole context of

the urban situation.

i-tther buiiciings which disappeareci iwing *te previous eras w-ere a i'oajor larr of the

srudy area, like Dar A}-Tumlr. The Rab' of Saybars, Rab' ad-Duhaysha, Qiysariy"'.-ar ai-

t aftl.

Road. 1evel was higher *ran ihe original one, this we coulcl conciude trom the story of

Jamal ad-Din ai-Ustadar who tbuncl parts of the granite ramp during the ioundation of rhe

mosque of Faraj lbn Barquq.

1888:

80



THE MOSQUE oF FARAJ IBN BARQUQ IN AL-Q.{RAFA

THE DOMES,

50tJKL.E: U.t.L.e.
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In this period we fognd that the new structure appeared was mostly related to the urban

design of the surrounded area'

The Waqf of Radwan Bey, has a unique concept the Qasabat Radwan was design as the

streets are penetratecl rhe compiex under shades to provide a suitable environmeni for

shopping activities.

But the main idea of this building is to provide shopping area with the environmentai

needs which is reflectecl on the street section which is care{ul1y designed. The location of

the building is very well chosen, to fit with the surrounding buildings'

The building of Wakalat Nafisa Al-Bayda' and its Sabil have a highly rich fugade over

looking the Qasaba with its wooden screens, (Mashrabiyfa) and its main enkance, in a

good proporlion and the relation between solids and voids is well defined.

Many additional builclings were transcending many building like B5b Zuwayla and as-

Salih Tala'i' mosque ancl the east wing of the wall which is totally covered by houses,

changing the image of Bdb Zuwayla and its wail.

In this periocl the shops started to occupy the fagade of al-Mu'ayyad and the mosque of

Faraj ibn Barq[q and the commercial image of the quarter became saturated with the

activities happening there.

2.6.TF{E E:csrENT MORPHOLOGY. eL{NSa2)

This part cieals with the existent morphoiogy, granulation, condition, architecfural value

and character of the quarrer.

2.6.L. Soun AND Von (A2.1)

. This study reflects the urban texhre of the historicai ciry where spaces are mostiy

nnenferi inrrovef, a iiti.UT ILTIL\

. Most of the buildines contain an inner courr lnat covers more than one third of its

area.

. AI1 streets are very nario'*- and sur:rouncieci by houses rrom both sides'

. Few buiidings are totally fi1led n"ithout any voids inside'

o(ttta
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. The urban spaces are dynamic with no parallel lines.

. The major space is the inner court of the mosque of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh.

2.6.2. Bunnwcs HEIGHTS. (Az.z)

. This suruey came outwith:

33.89% of the buildings are one story in height;

18.89% of the buildings are two stories in height;

2A37oA of the buildings are three stories in height;

15.93% of the buildings are four stories in height;

10.93% of the buildings are more than four stories in height.

. In average the building density is twice times the area of the study area.

. The two minarets of the mosque of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh and its dome are the main

landmarks in the shrdy area.

. Most of the new structures,were built after 195Os, are 4 stories hlgh'

2.6.3. Burrowcs CoNDITIoNS. (A2.3)

. The results of this suffey are:

76.8YA of the buildings are in a bad condition;

fi.5n6 of the buildings are in a fair condition:

9.59% of the buildings are in a good condition.

. Three quarters of the sfudy area are in a bad sihration, and mostly are ruined in the

upper floors. Deterioration is attacking the quarter supported by the carelessness of the

inhabitants, lack of control, and the bad economic sifuation.
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2.6.4. ACPS Or BUIMINGS AND ANCHSOLOGICALVETUB.

The listed monuments exist in the quarter are: (in chronological order)

I:sr
No.

Naun on Mourn'rmn Darr
A.H.

Dnrn

A.D.

199 Be.BZuwaYrA Mrrwelr-D 1a5 1092

116 M osqun o p n sS. ALIH TAIA'I' 555 1 160

7794.95118 M oseun or -Ir.rar 
er--ArasKl- 1392-93

117 Moseur op MesuUo ar-Kunnl 797 1395

203 ZAxryA&SAB_IL OFFARAJ teN BARSI'Q 811 1408

190 esswfeN el-M u'A$rAD M o sQuP 81&23 14rU20

332 Tamweral-Kusrml 92637 1579-24

208 Mes'AD Reowen BrY 1060 1650

365 ZAwrvar RaowAN BoY 1060 1650

609 House Weqn Masullo esH-SHeesHIRi XI CsN, XVII

CpN.

408 'l}ta sesr snp or Qes. esAT RenwAN BBv lNcl-uotNc

THE ON MIDAN BAB ZTIWAYIA

XI CrN. XUI
CEN.

406 THs wnsr stoo on Qas.esAT RADwAN Brv INcl-uottqc

THE FAQADE oN MIDAN BAe ZuweYt-A'

XI CsN. XUI
CnN.

359 ToUToF.ALI NUM XI Cnn. XWI
CnN.

596 HeuuAvasSurc<enrwe XII CeN. XID( CsN.

368

a7
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395 Feqenr WAKAIAT NAFISAAL-BAYDA l2l1 7796

358 SAB-ILAND KUTTEE OTNRTISAAI-.BAYDA 121,1 1796

401 SaeILANo KU-rrAe or Munaurraao'At-I 1236 1820

. The South wall of the city is covered with ruined houses'

. Few houses are valuable that the sfudy recommends to be recorded and listed.

2.6.5. THs CHenec"rBR oFTHE Qunrren.

. Materiais: The historical buildings are built either in fine cut lime stone and wooden

floors or in lime stone in the ground floor with plastered bricks for the upper floors with

wooden floors;

r Gates of the main historical buildin€p are very remarkable. They are arched in a

double or biple floors height, and highly decorated;

. Windows are mostly vertical rectangular, and sometimes covered with wooden

screen. Openingv in general- are dynamic and reflecting the functions behind.

. Rhythm is composed by the repetition of the elements in the main historical fagades

that furns the urban space into a melody of uniform proportions.

. Details are very rich in ornaments forming a darker tone. It is like the frame of a

wonderful painting hangs in a museum side by side with other masterpieces of art.

. The sky line is horizontal except for the minarets and the dome of al-Mu'ayyad

mosque.

. Stone courses define the urban scale, and soften the solid walls effects into more

human.

. Dimensions are related to the human body proportions'

. Streets sections are natrow, and shaded sometimes'

2.6.6. AncutrpcruRAt.Vet uB. w.4)

. By evaluaing the buildings due to the character of the historic buildings in the

quarter, it had been found that:

88



8.63% of buildings have a rich architectural value;

24.6UAof buildings have a fair architechrral value;

66,770A of buildings have a poor architectural value'

. Fe.w valuable buildings need restoration, but are not yet listed as monuments. A

documentation sfudy is recommended and shold be put it on the monuments'list.

. The most valuable strucfures are located in the two main thoroughfares which

reflects their imPortance'
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2.7 . DnCuRol\TIC SrUnV Op MoetLITYAllD THE

IISO OF IJRBIX SpeCE. 1rr-qxA3.o)

1160: Bfu Zuwayla was the southern gate of Al-Qahira, before the extents of Cairo

that was rnacie by Salah arl-Din, there was an axis going to al-Fustdt (Misr al-

eadima) and an axis going west to al-lihaiii al-Misri and the Niie which was mainly used

by carvans and kansPorting goods.

1442: After the expansions macle by Salalr ad-Din Qasabal al-Qahira remained the

same.

A new axis, Bab zuwayla- the citaciel, became rnore important for its use by the sultan

going to the citY.

The axis going south to al-Fustat w?s more in use and accessible for the new setteiments

outside Bab ZuwaYla.

18BB \Arith the expansions macle by Isma'il Pasha and the moving of the main cullural

elements west to the new ciry, the axis Taht ar-Rab'- ad-Darb al-Ahmar became

the main link between the Citadel and the mociern ciff. This importance force the state to

move the Mosque of Faraj ibn Barquq in a way to broad the axis later in l-923'

Z.8.TIiE E:ggrgl{T MOBILITYAI{D THE IJSE OP

ungA]'{ Spacn. r"r-r,xs A3)

This parr presents the actual state of mobilitv, street Struclure. traffic, use of urban Space'

Structure of private and pubiic spaces, ancl the urban turniture in the sfudy area

2.8.i. Srnenrs srRUCTtiRE. is:'r.r;

Therearedifferentkirrdsofstreetsinr}restud'varea:

2.8.i.i. TxoaoucHFARE {QASABA oR Si$H') :

Main street passing ihrough ihe city, wide, ancl straight lbrming the main axes in the

sfudY area.
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2.8.t.2. At lsY GLARAonDane):

Secondary street with furns, natrow, linking between thoroughfares, and sometimes

having a dead end.

2.8.1.3. l-qxn (ArPa):

A short furn from an alley or a thoroughfare, narrow, not straight, and sometimes with a

dead end.

2.8.t.4. Sus-mNn (ZuqAs) :

A short turn, very natrow, sefl/es few houses with a dead end'

The following table describe the actual state of street strucfure in the study area:

(Q.= Qasbat ; Sh.= Shari' ; H.= Hna ; D.=Darb ;A.=Afa , Z':Zuq4)

# Neur CatrcoxY Wmn l-on Bumntcs
IN M. G IN SERVED

M.

Irvxs Can DBa

D.
F-NT)

X.X Sh. Ahmad

Mahir(laht ar-

Rab)-Sh. ad-

Darb al-Ahmar

Thorough-
fare

Yes

x.1 A. a]-Qulal Sublane yes

x.2 Z. al-Mawsili Sublane 3.5 14 yes

x.3 A. Sal-nn Sublane 2.U3

x.3.1 D. Salim Sublane 1.U2 19

Sh. al-Mu'izz Thorough- &15

Udin Allah - fare

Q.Radwen - Sh.

al-l(hayyamiyya

YesY.Y
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Sh. al-Qirabiy-va A1ley 21t45 Q. Rddwan & yes

Sikkat Hlsh
ash-SharqEwi

1.1. H. Dar at-'l'uflah lzne 32.5 Sh. Ahmad

Mahir & Sh.

al-Qirabiyya

yes

157.2. Z. al-Mawla

Ahmad

Subl-ane yes

, H. al-Qirabiyya A1ley >50>2ffi3.75 yes

2.r. Z. Radwan Bay lane 40 yes yes

2.2 Z. al-Madrasa

al-Ktrayriyya

Sul>lane 3.75 25 yes yes

ot Z. al-Qaram-ani Sublane 15 yes

2.4 A. a]-Fakaheni Lane 11Dq H. al-

Qirabilya &
H. al-

Hamziyya

yes

2.52.5 Z. ash-Shaykh Subl-ane

YIsuf

yes

2.6 Z. Rarnz\ Subl-ane 15 yes

J. H. al-Hamziyya Alley '140 59 yes

3.1. Z. aLHarnziyyln Sublane 7.5 yes

4. A. al-Jilkhd-ar Iane 1280 yes yes

A. IsmEil a1-

Kashif

Iane 2-4 1295 yes
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6. D. al-Ansirrya Alley 2-4 224 50 Sh. al-

Ktralyamiyya

& Sh. ad-

Darb al-

Alrmat

yes

6.1. A. al-Misk 28Allay 1.t 190

4.5

Sh. al-

Khayy-amiyya

& D. al-

Ansiyya

yes

6.1.1. Z. dXaraqani Sublane 20 yes yes

6.1.2. Z.Murtada Subl.:rre 3.5 24 yes yes

6.1.3. Z. 
^l-At6bkl

Sublane 2.*4 30 yes yes

6.1.4 Unnamed Sub-I-ane 2.5 50 A al-Misk &
A. al-Arba'rn

6.1.5 A. al-Arba'-rn I-ane 1580 yes yes

6.1.5.1 Z. at-Arbt-n Sublane 16 yes

6.1.5.3 Z. al-'Anzt Sublane 2.*
3.5

t260 yes

6.2. A. al-Mibaligh Lane 2.*4 50 yes yes

6.3 Z. al-Qaram-ani Sublane 2-2.5 22.5 yes

6.4. H. al-Ynsiyya lane 1695x4 yes yes

207, A. ash-Shaykh

I(hatib as"Subki

2.*4 naAlley yes yes

7.7. H. al-Miqashdt lane 2.*
3.5

1860 yes

DE7.t.7 Z. ar-Rabf Sublane

99
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7.2. A. TalZ'i' Sublane I-2 50 Q. RadwIn & no

A. ash-

Shaykh

KhatEb as-

Subki

8. H. ar-R-um 45340Alley Sh. al-Mu'izz yes

Udin Allah

8.1. Z. az-Tahab| Lane 1660 yes yes

8.1.1. D. ar-Rlmi Sublane 2.5 t'7 yes

8.1.2. Unnamed Sublane 1.5 15 yes

8.1.3. Z. Abi an-Nasr Sub-lane 40
(t2 yes

8.2. A. at-Tatari lzne 2.U4 60 yes yes

8.3. Unnamed Sublane 1.5 18 yes

8.4. Unnamed Sublane 2.5 4A

9. A. ar-Rum Izne >15>60 yes

9.1. A. Shams l-ane t26034 yes yes

9.2. H. as-Suq Alley 2.:>4 22110 yes yes

9.2.7. Z.Kuz az-7jr Sublane 2.5 J2.5 yes

9.2.2. Z.TEal-'/.rab Subl-ane 15 yes

2011010. A. al-Aleyli

(al-Hamm-anr)

I-ane 2-5 yes

10.1. Z. al-Ktraf iyyin SubLane 10 yes

10.2. Z.ZuwayTa Sutrlane 3.5 26 yes
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11. Sh. al-Minajidin Alley 36 175 35 Sh. al- yes no

Judariyya &
Sh. al-Mu'izz

Udin Allah

11.1. H. al-Fahamin lane 3.t 55 10 Sh. al-Mu',izz yes no

6.5 Ud-rn Allah &
Sh. al-

Minajidin

11.2. H. al-.Aqadrn lane 3 45 10 Sh. al-Mu'izz yes no

Ud-rn Allah &
Sh. al-

Minajidin

7L2.1 H. al-'Ilabniyya lane 3.5 50 8 H. al-'Aqddrn yes no

& H. al'

FahZmin

11.3. A. Amin Bay lane X4 50 7 - yes yes

11.4. A. Ahmad al- lane 4 70 13 yes yes

Ma!fiqi

11.4.1. Unnamed Subhne 2.5 5 I no yes

72. H. al-Judariyya Alley 1.t 230 4A ves yes

as-saghra 4.5

12.1. Z. an-Nakhla [-ane 4 64 10 yes yes

12.1.1. Z. Abi'AJt Sublane 4 7 1 - no yes

12.1.2. Z. al-'Askar Subl-ane 3.5 14 I no yes

13. Sh. al- Alley 4F7 >150 >20 Yes

Ashraqiyya

13.1. Z. Mdristln al- Subl-ane 3.5 7 7 no yes

Mahmudi

I3.2. A.Harnzaal- Subl-ane 3 32 I - no yes

Kashif

101



14. H. al-JidAwi AlleY 4 >80 >50 Yes

2.8.2. TnRPpIc (A3.1.2)

8.2.0.1. PnoBYrmRN:

It is the rnain baffic in the shrdy area, as most of the people do not owns cars'

Going from market to another, people spend most of the day time in shopping, where

crowded streets are the daily image of the quarter'

In the two thoroughfares, it is very dense' More than 100 pedesfuian passing per minute

in day time, ancl after 7 p.m. streets become empty because shops are closed'

The Harat are less in density than the thoroughfure, especially the narrow one'

8.2.0.2. Cens:

In the two main thoroughfare where a lot of commercial activities are concentrated, cars

trucks, buses and motorcycles are the main mobilities in the quarter'

The axis of Atrmad Mahir - ad-Darb al-Ahmar is considered as the main traffic axis with

two directions which cause a lot of traffic jams'

8.2.0.3. Cems (pusHsn BYMAN oRANIMALS):

One of the main soft traffic in the stucly area. Many workshops depend on it in

transporting goods and supplies especially in the natrow lraras'

No carts are used in bansporting passengers'

Anirnals used are donkeys, mules, and horses'

8.2.0.4. BIcYcLns:

Bicycles are not very common in cairo, but it is the main way of transportation in poor

sectors, It is used in the quarter but not mainly due to the pedestrian density'
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2.8.3. THE Usn oF THE UneAN Spacp. (A3.2.1)

8.3.0.1. CouunnctAl:

Commercial use is mosfly occupying the spaces around Bdb Zuwayla. Using sunshades

and kiosks to avoirl the sun heat, vendors are instaliing where is no other activities

behind. No one can be installed in a front of other vendors. They are using the solid walls

and the empty buildings as it is the case of Sabil Nafisa al-Bayda and the mosque of Faraj

ibn Barquq where a lot of street vendors are occupying the place.

Spaces are crowded for the concentration of the different markets which are using the

foot-paths and forcing pedestrian to walk in the street with cars creating conflicts.

8.3.0.2. Tourusu:

A tourist comes to the quarter for its historical bac\ground and for its kaditional

markets. Meanwhile there are no places for tourists to rest in or to have a break. Even a

deep look to the monuments in the space could be impossible without a push or a car

horn.

The reflection of the deterioration of buildings is lying on the image of the urban spaces

with dust, smoke, and garbage.

2.8.4. Pueuc & PnwATn Spncps Srnusrunp.

There are no public or private places used in the study area.

2.8.5. UneAN FunNtruRE. (A3.3)

. No banks, places to sit on, or shaded area exist in the quarter.

. The Sabils (water fountain) that exist in the quarters are no longer in function.

. Each mosque in the quarter has its own ablution, which useed for religious propose

as well as the tenants.
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3. BAB Zvw /l'rre,, THE AteryslS. (n qNs B.)

This part the study describes the main problems exists around Bdb Zuwayla concerning

functions, morphology, mobility and use of space'
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3.1. ANerysIS oF FuxcroNs. (8.1)

1. Commercial activities are concenfuated around Bdb Zuwayla. It exists in different
scales; Small factories, workshops, shops, kiosks, and peddlers, that create unhealthy

environment to live in.

2. 'I}r,e activities mentioned above replace the habitat in the quarter, supported with the
lack of selices and inhabitants needs, and the decay in the physical structure of the
quarter.

3. Garbage, pollution, noise, and over-crowdedness are the main production from a lot of
workshops.

4. Monuments, except the religious one, are reused by function different from its original
one, which caused a mechanical erosion.

5. The ground floor is mostly occupied, meanwhile the upper floors are hardly used due

to the bad skuctural and physical state.

6. There is a lack of urban equipment. The quarter needs hotels, cafes, restaurants,

clinics, fire protection, and touristic accommodations.

7. 'I\e educational level is very low, especially by the older inhabitants.

8. There is a lack in educational facilities, only one school, and no kindergartens.

9. Private houses are very deteriorated and need a lot of restoration and reconstruction

operations.

10. A lot of ruined structures are vacant and full of rubbish and dangerous in case of
fire.

11. Green areas and open spaces are very rare in the quarter.

72. Culturally, the quarter had lost a lot of its characteristics, in its fiSht with
illiteracy,and poverty.

13. A structure plan, as usuall in developed countries, does not exist The inhabitants

are not involved in decisions. There is no committee deals with the common problems

and the users need. The traditional image of the Hara not exists any more.

74. Charity functions, which had a greet part in the quarter, had been terminated and its

buildings remain ruined.
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- 3.2. ANALYSIs oF MonpHoLoGY' (B'2)

1. Monuments, fagades are carefully desirned; Meanwhile they need restoration to

Prevent decaY and collaPse'

2. Kiosks and shops are hiding many valuable architectural elements, like the sabil of

Nafisaal-Bida,anclthemosqueofFarajibnBarqilq'

3. The majoriff of the new R. C. structures around BEb Zuwayla are architecturally poor'

4' The main landmarks are:

. Bdb Zuwaylawith the two minarets of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh mosque'

. The gate and the dome of the mosque of a1-Mu'ay'vad Shayk*t mosque'

. The mosque of Faraj ibn Barqfiq mosque'

.ThefaQarleofWaka=latNafisaal-BidaanditsSabil.

. The main faqade of as-Sdlih Tala'i' mosque'

5. easabat Radwan is a remarkable space with its shade and the propottion of the cross

sertion.

6. The urban scale is very sensitive, which reflects the perfection of the designer'

7. The inner voids of the buildings are fiiled, which changes the original proportion of

the solid and void.

g. The new structnres are mostly higher than 4 floors which contradics the character of

the quarter.

g. The structures consist of nafural traditional materials like stone, wood, and bricks'

10. Many valuable buildings are not yet listed, and facing problems with their

deterioration.

11. The southern city wall is mostly ruined, lying under other buildings, which are

PartiallY collaPsed.

_ LZ, Shops' signboards cause a visual distortion for the historical faqades'

13. Kiosks and its shades are not carefully clesigned, especially those against the

southern fagade of al-Mu'ayyad Shaykh'

110





3.3. ANerysIS oF MoSILITYAI{D UsB on.UneAN

specps. (8.3)

Two kinds of traffic exist in the quarter:

1. Light traffic: local trafftc and pedesffian.

2. HeaW traffic,located in the two main thoroughfares.

Delivering goods is the major transportation activities.

Traffic jams in the street of Atrmad Mahir-ad-Darb al Ahmar due to:

1, The circulation is in two ways with &14 m. total width'

2. The occupation of the foot paths by shops is forcing the pedestrians to share cars

inside the street.

3. The crossing of Bdb Zuwayla causes a lot of traffic jams. It is sifuated between two

main axes in the city with a narrow entznce of the gate.way.

4. Carriages pushed by animals and man are slowing the traffic.

The quarter is not well equipped for tourism.

The slow heavy traffic causes air pollution and a lot of noise.

There are no urban furnifures like terraced caf6s, siting banks, restaurants, and water

fountains,
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3,4. RPCEPITUIATION OF THE ANEI-YSIS OF THE

PRoSLBMS. (8.4)

1. The quarter is very wealthy in historical value. It is an open museum containing many

masterpieces of architecture. In the same time this museum is in a crossroads, one side

the high architectural values that are evolved through one thousand years into a

wonderfql group of buildings that reflects the life and the cultural values of each era of

the city history; From the other side illiteracy, crowdedness, povetty, and absence of

control are pulling it clown.

2. Occupation of Wakdlat RadwEn and Walidlat as-sukariyya by workshops, and the

decay of their upper floors, are part of the main problems on the levels of functions and

morphology.

3. The unorganized commercial activities have a bad influence on the function,

morphology, mobility, and the use of space.

4. The structural decay of the quarter destoyed the habitat structure.

S. Peddlers and kiosks hide many valuable architectural elements, and disfigure the

environment by pollution and garbage.

6. Some monuments are not in use like the Sabil and the Kuta'b of Nafisa al-Bida, the

Sabil of Faraj ibn Barq-uq, and the loggia of Bdb Zuwayla'

7. The use of the urban spaces needs a lot of confoi and redeveiopment.

8. Mobility is missing the control and not organized'

114



lct
csKffiHcsasHftGfficlq46russa6(GiM I

BAB aJWSvtA sh
AM-iOY OF URI}AN OJNSERVATION -Q

#ffiRu : ,i ,i vli./ E

f--)tt(*--/
AillAlYSr$ OF MoBrilff]: :

LIGHT TRAFFiC
HEA\"f TRAFF}C

TRAFFIC J J14'

ffiffi,
r.l^r'wtr



4. BAB Zvwn'n1,. THE OBJECTI\IES.
(R"qNs. C)

This part presents the objectives of the study and its targets.
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, one rna.n can not built one house, but ten men could, buitt 10 housw.tttlassan Fatlryl

4.L OeJncrMES oF'F'uNgnoNS. (c1)

1. The commercial activities should be limited on the traditional artisans which already

are enough for the quarter. other activities like carpenters and wood factories should be

removed outside the quarter'

2. Replacement of housing by workshops and shops must not be permitted by the state

to determinate changing the quarter image'

3. A total control for the land use must be invented before any other deterioration

appears.

4. A policy of rehabilitation for the important buildings should be achieved by forming an

Agency for Conselation of the Historic Ciff of Cairo representing the S'C'A' Minishy of

Waqfs, Minisky of Tourism, and the inhabitants'

5. A policy of reconstruction and refilling of the deteriorated plots must be achieved

taking in consideration the inhabitants' needs'

6. Equipment and seruices shold be improved'

7. Reproduce the quarter as a magnet to attract tourism to refresh the activities and

create festivals antl carnivals which attract Egyptians as well as tourists. The target

tourist could be Egyptian by using the Egyptian traditional occasions like Ramadan's

nights and Feasts to make the place more popular and more visited' This will change the

image of the quarter when shops' owners fincl that the fine in'lage will atbact more

visitors which will reflects on their income, thery will be more active in the conselvation

of the quarter and in making it cieaner and proper'

8. Well equipped cafes and restaurants must be established to serve not only tourists but

also inhabitants as well.

9. Replace the decayed housings with new, healthy, and economical ones by a strate'gy

of rebuilding the ruined plot that owned by Ministry of Waqfs'

1A beronal discassion in 1985
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10. Eclucational and cultural functions should take the first priority in the de'velopment

sfrateg of the quarter, like children's classes, kindergartens' and local libraries' These

functions could be a great help in solving the social problems, getting over illiteracy and

creating healthY generations'

11. Reuse some of the ruined plots to create Ereen areas and parking places' taking in

consideration the dimensions of the historic spaces'

L2. Traditional artisans' markets should have a boarcl to conkol the qualiff and the

relations between them'

13. A social committee of the inhabitant must be forrned to 100k after the problems of

the quarter and to conhol the social relationship like it was before in the Hara'

t4. women should have a better position in the quarter by giving them the chance in

education and take part in decision making'

15. Pedcllers should have a legpl place to move in instead of standing in the streets'

therfore arrangerl place like an open market within the quarter with a reasonable rent'
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4.2. OeJngilvEs oF MonpHoLoGY' (cz)

1. Monuments should have a restoration operation to ensure safety of the buildings

saving the wonderful historical image of the quarter'

2. Reconstruction poiicy should be taking place for monuments which had lost a lot of its

structures, taking in consideration Charter of Venice 1964'

3. Strict rules should be established to control the style of the new buildings to match

the character of the quarter'

4.Dimensionofthespaceandthehumanscaleshouldbepreseruedinthenew
structure. Buildings heights should be limited within three floors'

5. New structures must replace the ruins taking in account the high morphological value

around.

6. DSemolishing the nrins east of B6b Zuwayla to excavate the remains of the southern

wall of al'Qe'hira.

T.Allthekiosksandpeddlerswhoarehidinghighmorphologicalelementsshould
moved away'

8. Kiosks should respect the sfreet alignment as well as the architecture vocabulary and

the character of the quarter'

9. Streets lighting features must be corresponding with the historical values of the

quarter.

10. Buildings under construction shoultl have a reformation in its dimension and

morphology within limited changes to have similar characteristics of the quarter'
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4.3. OgJpCTTVES OF MO3LITYAI\D USn Op UneAN

SpecEs. (c3)

1. Eliminate the circulation in the axis Ahmad Mahir - ad-Darb al-Atrmar into one

direction only, west east going to the direction of the Citadel with 4.5 m. wide that gives a

space for one car and leave the rest as a foot path'

2. Eliminate faffic in the axis of al-Mu'izz lidin Allah - Qasabat Radwan on soft traffic

only, pedestrian and bikes'

3. Eliminate trucks in the quarter by stopping its circulation, and permitting it from 7

p.m. to 9 p.m. for shops deliveries'

4. Reorganize the urban spaces with paved foot paths and hard and soft landscape by

creating open spaces.

5. Tourists bus stopping places should be created in the quarter in a way that not hiding

historical elements.
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5. BAB ZtmeYt-e, THE MoPEls'
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5.1. Tgp ftnsr MoPnl:

1. To remove a11the untraciitional activities, like ihe calDenters and the peddlers'

2. To create a new open market place for pecldlers in one of lhe ruined plots near the

square. It is only an open space with shade to provicie a piace for them to stay in and with

a daily or monthly rent this market will nol cost much as it is a simple conskuction'

3. The Wakala of Nafisa al-Bayda' (as-Sukl<ariy-va) has become a symbol for the o1d

sector after the Epxptian writer l{aguib Nlahfouzl's famous novel rras-Sukkariyyail which

have the same name of the hotel. Ifs now usecl as residential units and the peopie who

live there are very poor, the rent is negligible compared to the cultural background of lhe

building, the physicai state of the builciing ]s very bad because of the carelessness of the

people living there. The owner is the 'tMinisky of 
'waqfsrr (endowments)' and the fagade

and some arcades inside are listed as monuments' I think that if rve could reuse thal

building as a hotel taking in consideration the iack of hotels in iJre historical city, and to

make an annex to it in the house of Muniir a1-',A16ii as an archive tbr the rvork of

rrMahtbuzrr, It coulcl be nice to have a seminar room to hold some meetings and lectures

concerning the Egptian Literafure Arts' So by fhese new runctions we adci some mean-

ings to the culturai value of the contemporar.v social life of the stutiy area' As for &e peo-

p1e living now in that buiiding, they could be moveci into healthy houses built by 'rhe

income of the hote1. These houses couid be placed in the empt-v ruined plots'

4. Restoring rtre Rab' of Radwan Bay and reusing it as a Regional Center for Conserva-

tion Studies. The Minisuy of Culture has the intentions to construct a Regional Center tbr

Consewation Sfudies. They alreariy got the approvai to start the courses within two

years. So I founci it couiti be a goori idea if i presented it as a reuse of it It has enough

spaces to make it, a nice wide court, about 8 big ha[s couid be suitable for library' ciass-

rooms, etc. And in the upper floors there are many resitiential duplex units ftat couid be

suitable for sfudents, and visiting proiessors' accommodation' This could be a suitable

reuse of the building since they aiready have ilre budget ior tire re+onstruction' and the

restorafion of ir tsy t]ris we could save 
"]ie 

bu<iget of *,he ne-w center's buiidings' An other

aspect that the uuiiding is located in :he center of the oid ciiy, near *re 'tFieldt oi ihe

studies. Sociaily by flris reuse of the build'ing we insert a new class' an eiite one' in tttis

area that makes an Indirect improvernent to the quaiit-v of life around Bab Zuwayia'

r a Nobel prize winner in lite'roture
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5. New terraced cafts wili be instaileri in the quafcer, one on the plafform of Bab

zuwaylaas a semi-shaded terrace overlooking the Qasaba of al-Qahira and the wonderful

sky line of the historic cify; This needs restoration for the slaircase thai come t'om Farat

ai-,A1ai1i as the main access to Bab zuwayla.The other is located beside Ta'myat Faraj ibn

Barquq on the upper floor of the shops, anci overlooking B-ab Zuwa-vla and the rninarets of

al-Mu'ayyad ShaYkh.

6. The schooi in the back of trYaqf RaclwSn Bay (al-lvlarlrasa a1-l(hayriyya) which lost its

function and changecl into housing should be restorecl and lo have its original function

back to cover the lack of educational facilities'

7. Both of fte sabil of as-sukkarilya and the Sabil of Faraj ibn Barquq must be restored

and reused in serving cold drinks for the pedesbian in a way to have a similar function to

the original one.

8. To restore the Kutlz'b of as-Sukl<ariy.va antl reused as an Art ga1lery lo expose sma11

sculptures and Paintings.

9. The south wall of the XI cen. to the East of Bab zuwayla which is totally ccvered with

ruined structure, should be excavated, to ciemolish the ruined Structures' and reinfoduce

it into the urban fabric with soll and hard landscape'

10. The kiosks against the fagades of al-Mu'ay-vad Shaykh mosque will be reorganized in

new structufes carrying kaclitional vocabulary to restore the image of the ffi cen' in a

way that creates an open museum in the street of Qasabat ai-Qahira'

11. To create public spaces and green areas in tront of as-Sdih Tale'i" and in front of the

south wali. These spaces wiil be equipped for sitiing places'

12. Concerning parking, there is one suitable place ior parking in the ruined piot of

Qism ad-Darb ai-Ahmar which is owned by the municipaiiqF of cairo'

13. Akindergarlen will be constructeci beside lhe staircase of Ba'b Zuwayl4

1.1. Concerning traffic, *re whoie quarter will be a locai ya1[c area oniy pedestrians and

light n-adc. The street of ad-Darb ai-Ahmar - Ahmaci llanir wiil be one direciion west-

Easr with a nalTow path in the quarter to be suitable ior one car oniy ro give the

pecestrians a priorir,v to cross the street easiiy'

i5. Streets wiil be pavecl in natural stone and rhe evoiution of the square through history

wiil be marked in a different color'
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5.2. Tgg Spcot'ln Monnl

There is a possibiiity that the Minisky ol vlaqfs will not agree to cooperate with the f,rst

moclel or the proposal does not fit with the economical situation, therefore the next

modei coulcl be rnore economical:

1. A restoration project for all the historical deterioratecl buildings, is needed under total

conb.ol of the S.C.A and the Waqfs, and to move away the unhealthy function.

.

2. To improve the qualit-v of the inhabitants' 1i{e and the main public seruices anri

transPortation.

3. To mol,e the ped<llers to a place nearby in a way to clean the square'

4.Tocleanalltheruinedplotstryingtohaveanewfineimage'

S. To inroduce terraced cafes on the top of Bab Zlrayla and the shops beside Tawiyat

Faraj ibn Barquq'

6'Alltherestofthefirstmodelwiilremainthesame.
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6. BAB ZYWX:nE. THEPROJECT'

soiving the problems of the quarter and refurning the cuitural values io it' is impossibie

to rlo in one step. We shouid have it in different phases in parallel with a feedback

procxiure to insure its success. The phases are:
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6.1. PHeSn OItiE, cle.qmuc. (18 uovrss)

1, E'racuation of the ruined grlots from people living threre' and moving them to new

healthlr houses'

2. Evacuation of the square irom peddlers and moving them in the nerv market place'

3. Demoiishing the ruins covering the south wall'

4. Moving away ail *re unkaditional activities which occupy the historical elements in

the quarter.

5. Demolishing allthe invaluabie ruins in the quarter'

6. Improving of the services and the equipment in the quarrer'

7. Documentation of the unlisted architectural and historical valuable buiiding in the

quarter.

6.2. PH6SP TWO, ExK4ITcEMENTAND RponcsxIZATIoN' (30

MoNmHS)

1. Restonng the clecayed monuments in the study area'

2. New economicai srructures wili be buiit replacing the demolisheci ones: These

buiidings wiii be under a total controi on the ievels of {unction and morphoiogy according

to the historical character of the quarter'

3. Limitation of traffic in the quarter'

-1. Starrine some new small activities like lhe ter-raced cafes and the reuse of the Sabiis'

5. Excavations to uncover *re south wall oi the ciry'

6. Construcring new open sDaces and gardens witfr hard an<i sott landscape'

7. Designing eiements of sreet iiluminadon in a waY *tat sratches rhe architecturai

study of the square'
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6.3. Prnsr Tgnrp, REHABrLrrArIou. (12 uoyfgs)

1. New functions take place in rhe restored buildings'

2. Festivals and carnivals take piace in the quarter at the Egrctian kaditional occasions

as a maglet to atkact the tourists visiting the quarter'
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