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English abstract:
Identity is the set of values that define communities. Identity has a

especially the «direct influence on all actions and products of civilisations
products of the Muslim communities in the Middle ages in Cairo. Some
and some are variable. Fixed values are (of these values are fixed

Figh and « Shari’ac« such as Faith.those values imbeded in religion
political factors « economiccTazkiah; while varaible values are social
which varies from time to time. These set of values that were associated
with the Arab-Islamic community at that time are those responsible for
palaces shaping their built environment —Historic Cairo. Many houses
or once existed as evidence to « are still existing«and residential unites
the influence of the identity of those who built and inhabited them on
their architectural formology. Despite many researches have discussed
not enough research had tried <identity and architecture in Historic Cairo
to focus on the relationship between detailed aspects of identity and their
this research (influence on the resulted residential buildings. Thus
intends to provide a detailed classification of the varaible identity factors
of the people who lived in Medieval Cairo and analyse their influence on
the produced residential buildings. The research follows a qualitative

a one that is composed of multiple stages. research methodology

then (Starting with literature review of previous researches in that field
into a historic investigation to find both: traces of lives of people who

and variable factors of identity. The research <inhabited these houses
synthesized and (conclude its main contents in a summerized
comprehensive matrix. This matrix describes the identity factor(s) that
had lead to the production of certain elements or properties in the
residential houses per each historic era. The concluded matrix clarifies

and prooves the direct influences of the identity of the Medieval Arab—
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Islamic community of Cairo on the spatial design of residential buildings.
the thesis discusses research implications for both «In its conclusion
and future research which will be discussing cinterior design practice

identity in relation to built environment.

Chapter 1: Identity of Islamic Architecture.

This chapter starts with exploring the multiple definitions that the term
“Identity” holds. Then« projecting these on the definitions of architectural
identity and Islamic Architectural Identity by introducing them separately.
while presenting the associated constrains and properties that helped
shape the core values of Islamic Architecture. Based on analyzing.
discussing and criticizing these scholarly definitions. the research

concludes the meaning of the concept of “Architecture of Muslims”.

Section 1: The Identity of Islamic Architecture.

in addition to (This section presents the verbal definition of Identity

and architectural identities. Scholars and researches discussed «national
thus this section categorize these «multiple definitions of identities
definitions to four main approaches to discuss and analyze these
definitions. This section also presents some basic background of the

architectural and urban developments in Islam and their basic principles.

Section 2: Components of the Islamic Architecture’s ldentity.

This section first exhibits the bases and constrains that formed the so
called Muslim’s Architecture. of which many scholars and researchers
has worked on defining its identity through analysis and criticism. This

section also discusses the variable and non—variable factors that form
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the identity and the core of Muslim Architecture. which is valid to be

applied anywhere and anytime.

Chapter 2: Muslim residences in the ages of Islamic Khilafah in Egypt.

This chapter explains the tangible results of the components of Muslim
and specifically in Egypt. This is done (Architectural identity in general

by two ways as per the chapter’s two sections:

Section 1: Design of a Muslim’s Residence.

The first is describing the non-variable influences of identity by
analyzing the basic meaning of housing in Islam. and the Figh rules
governing its design and ordering its spaces in a way that suites the
family and their neighbors. In this section rules of construction are
explained in light of the regulations set by religious scientists and judges«

and explaining their reference to religion and common social norms.

Section 2: The development of a Muslim’s Residence in Cairo since Islamic Rule.

The second way describes the variable influences of identity on
residential buildings. It is a descriptive explanation of the development of
Muslims’ residents across ages: starting with the early time of Islam in
Egypt till the end of the Othman empire and the French occupation of
Egypt. This section get down to the final product of the Muslims’
residence in Egypt and describes the inspiration of this end—product on

the later interior designers and architects in the region.

Chapter 3: The Interior design identity of Muslim residences in Cairo.

This final chapter concludes the stages of formation of the Muslims’

residences in Egypt through the Islamic Khilafa. This is done following a
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comparative causal analysis approach. which exhibits the changes and
developments of interior spatial elements of the residences: and
indicating combined or singular influences that had clearly caused that

end—product. The chapter is divided to two sections:

Section 1: Comparative analysis for Muslims’ residences in Cairo.

In this section« a comparative causal analysis matrix is introduced to
explain the influence of singular or combined identity factors on the
interior design of residential houses in Cairo. The matrix displays
Religious. politicalc socialc Economicc and Cultural identity factors: and
then their influence on the house planning« with giving examples
whenever possible. This comparison matrix revealed direct relationships
between residence’s interior spaces and the most related identity factors
that caused its\their creation. or even diminished with time. This is done
by either drawing a direct relation between the created space and one of
the identity factors: or by concluding the newly introduced space typology

by the end of each historical era.

Section 2: Interior spaces of Muslims’ residences in Egypt.

This section covers a basic analysis of all interior spaces that formed
Muslims’ residences in the latest Islamic Khilafa eras in Egypt. which all
existed combined in the houses of the rich. and diversified in the houses
of the less fortunate. Some examples of these spaces are the Maq’ad:
the Takhtabosh: and the Haramlek.

297



_elwap
University
Faculty of Fine Arts

Interior Design Department

Interior Architecture Division

ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURAL IDENTITY IN INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE
DESIGN FOR RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS IN EGYPT

Thesis dissertation presented to Faculty of Fine Arts. Interior Design Deprtment:
Interior Architecture Division in partial fulfilment of the

MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

By
May Samir Elsayed Elsaid

Supervised By

Fatema Alzahraa
Ahmed Hosny Yehya

Alrouby
Professor Emeritus Assistant Professor
Helwan University Helwan University
Faculty of Fine Arts Faculty of Fine Arts

2018

298



299



