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The Role of Action Planning in Conserving the Urban Identity of
Cities

Presented by:

Doaa Abd El Latif Mohammed

The urban identity of cities, is very important in expressing the
cultural and the social characteristics of any society, which makes it
distinctive and unique. However, in the last few decades, cities
were suffering from neglect and decays of its urban identity due to
the globalization that affected the visual identity of the cities and
westernized the architecture in the so called modernism and post-
modernism.

This research discussed the importance of urban identity and
the necessity of conserving it within the process of Action
Planning, and has suggested a number of elements which create the
urban identity of any city. These elements have been divided into
two groups; the elements of the identity of the built environment,
and the elements of the identity of the urban ranges. The research
has also highlighted the importance of studying each element in any
city prior to the preparation of a detailed plan for it.

The research consists of two main parts divided into six main
chapters plus two chapters for the results and the recommendations.
The first part includes the theoretical study presented in the first
four chapters. Chapter one, explained the Action planning process
and its stages, while the second chapter discussed the public
participation in the action planning process. The third chapter
defined the urban identity and its importance and problems, while



the fourth chapter clarified a number of elements that create the
urban identity of any city.

The second main part is the applied part that aimed at applying
the urban identity elements in both global and local case studies
that used action planning, to identify "how can action planning
plays a role in conserving the urban identity of cities.

Finally, the research has concluded with a number of
recommendations that are important in conserving the urban
identities of cities.
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