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Context of the study

Imtroduction !

The study swicaly covers the period from the Arab conguest wn the year 20 Hegira
coresponding (o641 AD. andche Ottoman conguest 1o 926 Hegira comesponding to 1517 AD. as
the begianing and end of this period are clearly defined and as it lasted for about ooe thousand years .
ard hasthos kad clear imprints on Egypuan towns giving them acharacter that is different from that
of all other past civil:zations a matter which givesthis perzod sts distinct name of the " Arab Era ®.

Objectives of the study :

The study aims ot :
*Following up the changes ellected as aresult of the Arab conquest on the distrsh etion of Egyptian
1owas, the circumsaancess that led to the esablishment of oew ones and the deteriocation of others,
trends and cavses of this growth or decline as well as defining the chaages in the administrative
borders of the various orovinces .
*studving in depth samples representung the dilTerent types of Egyplian towns, their locatioa,
characteristics, internalstructures and functions. Giving a closer plaoning overviews of the towns
of that era. Something that ourreferences lack.
*Exainining the planning characterisacsthat formed and shaped Egypeion towas in chat era thus
delermaning the general churacteristics und the planming dnd architectord] oriena thul may be
beneficial in developing our present lowns or planning new coes.

Sammery of the study :

-

The study :s divided iato five parts that may be summed up in the following -

Lar L.

Thas 15 o theoretical appeoach indicating the factoes affectng Egyptian towns and it includes
ive chapters:

The first is a definiticn of a town , the emumeration of wban studies conducted by Arab
thickers in the field of geography. hisory and sociclogy. Then examples representing those
thinkers are selecied o show how the studies they conducted helped in the study of (owns during
that éra. These are the well known seciologis  Abdel Rahman Bea Mohammed Bin Ehaldoun) and
the geogrupher { Gamal El Dine Ben Ali Al Ansary Xnown as Al Warwar The Bat ).



Chapter five deals with the natoral, humean, political and economics factors that affected
Egyptian towns during the Arab era.

Bart2:
In this part Egyptian towns of the Arab era are classified according to their sdministragive
division, their function or sites or planning forms or histoncal growth.

Bart3:

Here samplesof Egyptiantowns are examinedin detail in accordance with the classification of -
part 2. These samplesare taken from the towns that still exist to the present and did ot perish even
if they bad oo historical back ground prior to the Arab conquest, ia addition to the four capitals of
Egypt of the Arab era.

Partd;
In this part the general urban, social and economic characteristics chiained from the detailed
study of the Egyptian town are defiged.

Bartd:

Thos is the part in which the recommendations based on the study are presented The
recommendarions are presenfed af the lével of the provinee of the sdmuaistranon and of own
planning.
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