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Mr. & Mrs. wright With Mr. Zeitoun & Family at the Zamalek Resi-
dence of Mr. Zeitoun during thelr visit to Cairo - May 1958



amployment of matericls In thelr notural shate, which was one of e maln
organke architectural factars which characterizes the works of Wright and whosa
concaphual Influsnce on the works of Salah Zslloun sontinues subsaguantly. This
Ie parthowlariy ovideni in the housing projechs he designad ot the Beginning of his
prafesskonal e,

When Mr. & Mra Wrigh! came te Calre in 1958 they visited Salah Deltoun ond his
family at his resldenss in Zamatel In eontirmation far tha Nreadly relatlons which
bind them fogather.

Tihves Solah Tafoun's thoughts storled 1o be span 1o the pursst of American
archiiactural concapls, the organic schood for which Mr Wright was famed, and
which lafl Hs imprint en numerges architects worldwide, The erganic brick was
the princlpaol materiod used by Salah Tettoun with greal precision and sansthdty
bafh Inside cnd aulside, in most of his buldings, thus asseding his honest
sxprassion of the materials used and infegrity in connectlon with the fociars of
consiriction ina clear arftisiio Infegratien which charasterizes his archilectunal
W,

Thee Qpen Hall for sparts and conference In Mass City I considered the peak of
these works, which wos very aplly axpressed by Solah Zeltoun In seleciing It as
the cover for thils bask,

By publishing This work we hope 1o spen the way for mare pebiicatlons onm othar
Arob architects wiio confributed to the fleld of archifsciure.

Ta%



Duwlng thin pedad he stordad his professlabal prastics away frem He indme-
work of ke affltial Jol. Ha won o gieat Aumber of publle projecte starting with
thes declgh &f Munad Wahia's Baikding In Kasr 5l N $tresl 1948, In collabraton
with threa of ila pollsogiuce, Atter thai he wen the oward of Salroe Intemallanal
Airpert deglgn compelifion in 1054 with hiz Hallme oslisdgus areh Musfopha
Shiowiy.

This waa the siod af o sew phose of his publls recogaition ond professisnol
socoss. He then devoled himesl, in 1960, e full-tkne privaie praciice in which
he realized his oreafive qinkiftions ca an ahlbect.

falah Zetfoun®s work exiended cfiarsards when he was commissionad to
dastpn e Ameroan College buliding of Maadi in 1944, His archifectural achie
vamenis succeedad one ofler the other cavering axionsive crecs In ihe Tleld,
Eeabiy Iy Bgypt ond The Arab wardd, Aecordingty, he undsriookihe Seslgn ol the T8.
Suanfie In Mogodahie, copltal of Semali; In 1958, ond doveicped ihe General
Hospial n Moosla - Syprus In 4564, and fha ssium laboraiories o Bednal; as
arahlteatired advlser to Tha WHD n Senova.

Hin mes! oplstonding work which Is vlabted by most archilectural experts In
Eoved 13 The now peamibsos of the Bullding Messarel instituls Bulll In 1959, when he
wes the advisar of the instifute. Then he esicbiished the boses. for hospitel
design, and confinusd with this speciaity of medical and heaith bulidings
during Hls poered of vwork a3 adviser §e fha Genenal Heallh insurancs Authority
and as arahifesturs) esunsalior fo the Egupdicn Minsliry of Hadlith ln 1963,

Satah Taboun did nod devoto il s energy fo profestional wotk but hisherizons
spraod further afleld fo nolude Judging i architestural confeats both In Egypt
o sbrend, Hoe giso world oo visfing professor in the grobifeciune departmeent
of &in Shams Unlramity feom 4968 v o 1995 and In the orohitesiure departmisnt
ol Mexondria Unlwarsity from 4965-1970.

Daring Thod Eaeidod he uifbed his proctisol ond asodemnis axpenencs on 1he
ihnorelical espects of architecivrgl dduca’fon, This lef its affoot on his siudonts
durlng that porod, whoather thasa who dttended his clasess at the Unlvaerlty or
thoss wha tralnsd with ki i his privaln pracfies, and golnad fram him the
poademie and praciieal axpedencs os well ai being snrchad by his broad
cifuhlieolural vialon,

Ha alss podicipoted in o nidnbar of solentific contTémnoe:s [0 Ganewa in 1955,
Alhana In 1064, and Dinselder in 4670, He attended aantarancas in Beriin in 1954
spasialbing in houslng and ohabditation.

in wiow of e arohlieciural confribulion and In oppreclation of his cmpla
imowisdgs, the slate henared Salah Zulfoun by granting him Yhe Solsncs and
Arts Coder of o flrat Dagraa o 1963, ond the Commemaenatlyes medals of Fduca-
flomn Eaay o 1963, and Crder of Merlt of the third class on the secoskon of comiple:
Hig Salro infemational Alipert's bulidsings n 1963, Fermarly, he had basm
awranded The Srdar of the Rapublie ot the fourth =lass for his cocompllshments
dudng his work with tha Sarvices Cooncil in 1958, He gol another award Tor fhe
sanroas rendorsd To the bgypiion Minksiry of Heallh In 19585,

Fnally the sssond Conferanes of Egypllan archiliects hald In 1988 ovarded
nlea the Cerfifects of Beoognition. He was alsa awarded the Decoralion of
Excelionce by the Egyplian Fresidancy of the rapublic in 15,

Harsa, faloh Isteun |z consldered cne of the few whe hove racalkved such
graat appreolotien both on the offcial and the popuwlor level from his Egypikan
archieciural selisaguas i thalr secend conforance,

Archiiect Boloh Tefioun s characterdied in oll stages of his carear by serlous-
fids In hla wak and Intenslve thought tawarde e differsnt orehitectural pre-
|aets. Recalving e Masters Dagree In Architecture [n 1947, he joined the Fal-
ipwslilp of five Greal Amsiican arehitec! Frank Lioyd Weight. This was his ifafeng
dream sines he sow by marter's work publlshed In an lssde of the Archifectiural
Poram Magarino n 1938, # cauld be sakd that this frlggersd ofl a glsam whizsh
Hurminated his vislon, satisfied his invaginalion, and diracied his intellas! fo naw
hordxans in e feld of architesiural design,

Hence, $olah Delfousn |8 considerad ond of Frank Lievd Wrighl's disslplas. Ha
eomned from him the sapoelfy of handilng orohifectural space ond fho

Yol



Introduction to Architect Salah Zeitoun

Tha Arab orchitsci throughout Iis lllustrious history has very rarely been able lo
{ind an authar of his own race o wrile aboul him. Hence, he did not find his place
among architects of the world and remalned lor @ long lime frapped Inside his
waorks ond projects.

Furlliermore, ihe Weslern languages remalned the vehicla of authership and
publicaiion as well os o means of control over thought and inifialive, so tha! the
undserdevelopad naflons would remaln incapable of keeping obreast of the
architeciural movemen! excopt whal was offered it voluntarily by the Wesi.

Thus, the Arab architect was lost In the flood of books and magazines which
pubiish the works of he Weslern architects. These become mileslones and plo-
nears o be referred to, while the Arab architec! remainsd out of the limalight,
since he stayed in the motherland. Only o very limited number of archifects
Infermingled wilh fhe Wes! offering thelr works to gain recognition.

Such o stale of affalrs led lo the refrogression of the architectural movemant In
ihe Arab world. Therefore il became necessary to ralinquish this attliude which
was incompatible wiih the long history of the Arabs s heralds of civilizalion and
orlginators of Archieciure. This could be achieved by presenting the Arab
archifects in thelr awn language ond In the Image which beflts them in front of
helr colleaguess worldwide.

Tha guest of honour of this book is an Egyptian contempeorary architect who has
put his works on record with such accuracy thus oxpressing depth of though! and
protessional distinction. He Is one of the tew who have given aqual Imperiance fo
integrate the parts with the wheole In his designs. Furthermare, he Is one of the Tew
whose numarous archliectural works included varlous types of projects, starling
with hospltals, lo residential ond administrative bulldings, lo schoels ond sports
bulldings, In addition 1o helels and factories.

in all his designs he has not lefl any item, ne matter how Insignificant or
Insubstantial, without perfeciing Iis design. The opportunity afferad him to deal
with this diversity of projects permitted him breader archilectural vision, bosed
on local reallty of soclal requiremants, envirenmental faclors and economic
influences. Thus, he hod attempted o intraduge o lype of architecture which
could be described as personifying clarlty of thought, openness of expression,
and odherence to loglc and balance, Thereby sxprassing his innate self and
personality without atfectation which Is In aclual fact his personal attributes and
professional behaviour. This indeed Is nane other bul Arcliltec! Salah Zalton... his
archliecture reflecting his sslf image,

Salah Ieitoun started his architectural carensr since his graduation from Calre
University in 1939 al the ogs of 22, when he staried his praclical carear as an
archifect In the designs soction of the Rural Atalrs Department, He advanced up
the Job scale untll he was fransferred as Head of the Aschitectural Designs Sac-
tion @l the Minsliry of Kealth In 1944. Thers he started hils speclalized professional
practice In the field of madical bulldings. He was seni on an educaftlonal mission
18 the 11.5.A. between 19446 and 1948 fo complete his studles In the fleld of hos
pital design and obtain the Masters Degres in Archifeciure from the Univarsity of
iinols.

Thus he becams one of The Tirs! architects In Egyp! 10 specialize In this fleld of
architectural design, which requires knowledge of the sclenfific development In
medical treaimen! devices. His career led him to be head ol 1he health projects
saction ai the Minsiiry of Heailth In 1949. Afterwords, he wos transferred fo The
gorvices councll to design standard models of TB. hospitals during the perlod
from 1953 up to 1954, Then ha was ransterred fo be head the hospital bulldings
design section In the general bulldings depariment In 1955, He was promoted in
tha jobs of 1he sald depariment until he become director of the designs depar!-

mant,
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