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Summary

THIS thesis is a study about value —laden educational buildings (VEB);
I.e,, buildings containing values which may differ between history, ethics,
function or heritage, and have been reused as educational buildings. Some of

these buildings are, however, registered as historical monuments.

These buildings can be classified into two categories. The first are those
buildings which were originaly built to provide the education function. The
second comprises buildings built solely to serve various functions, other than
educational ones, and later on, were exploited to provide educational functions.
Several reasons lie behind this functional reshuffle :

(1) Politica reasons, such as 23 July Revolution principles, especially
nationalization laws, right of free education, and liquidation of differences

among various layers of the Egyptian population;

(2) Economical reasons, reflected mainly in shortage of financial capabilities

necessary for adopting the political decisions.
(3) Socia reasons, such as the continuous increase in population.
(4) Donations made by proprietors of some of these buildings.

VEB are the production of preceding eras ,each of which had its own
unique architectural output. As such, a huge heritage of architectural wealth was
accumulated al along different areas of the country; each represents its own

history in fields of arts and distinctive architectural style.



The study dedls, thereafter, with the factors which affected the valuable
educational buildings. In turn, these can also be divided into political,
economical, social and cultural elements.

a Policy making (political) factors are organically attached to some official
ministries and state — run parties; at the top of which comes Ministry of
Education, being the party responsible for supervising education in the
country. The General Organization for Educational Buildings (GOEB),
responsible for planning, designing, construction and maintenance of
educational buildings, comes in the second place. Real Estate Department,
being part of the GOEB, has the authority either to buy the valuable
educational buildings or return them to their original owners subject to the
studies made by the department and the availability of financial capabilities .
It is worthy to note that most of VEB are not owned by Ministry of
Education, and are classified under either rented or aided schools.
Additionally, the GOEB provides various designs for all schools for all
studying stages and functions all over Egypt.

Among state — run parties comes the Higher council for Antiquities, being
responsible for Educational Buildings registered as antiquities; and, lastly,
Heritage Conservation Committee, affiliated to Housing and Utilities
Department, Cairo Governorate, which is responsible for counting
buildings of distinctive architectural style, including of course the
educational buildings.

b- The economical factor, however, is clearly expressed in ability of the
individual person to satisfy his essential needs and requirements,
including suitable dwelling, good nourishment, and effective education.
This last need is affected by the continuously increasing numbers of
students, which surpass schools capacities, and availability of well trained
teachers. Deterioration of the economic status, and inability to cater for

required daily materialistic needs-among other various problems — may
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lead students to quit studying, which is generaly known as “Students
Leakage’.

Naturally, and as aresult of all such circumstances, it becomes very
hard to convince such a citizen to understand the need to know and to be
aware of heritage values, unless his essential and primitive physiological
and safety needs are satisfactorily fulfilled.

c- Thesocia and cultural factors are tightly linked with the conception of the
educational process, and its scope in affecting heritage awareness.
Heritage awareness can be raised and promoted through educating and

studying processes and awareness of values.

This can be achieved either through approved studying curriculum, or by
following the good conduct of leading persons such as teaching staff and other
administration officials working in the concerned educationa buildings. This
conduct, by its turn is the product of different motives; i.e. cultural background
of both the individual and surrounding society. This effect is clearly and directly
reflected in moralistic reaction expressed in awareness of value, and materialistic

reaction expressed in the behaviour taken towards valuable buildings.

This behaviour may range between preservation and avoiding any harm to

the building on one side, and carelessness and demolition on the other side.

It is essential, as well, to gauge the efficiency of valuable educational

buildings in fulfilling the educational function requirements.

This can be done by reviewing the extent the established environmental
designing criteria for educationa functions, such as treatment of lighting,
temperature, and sound factors, and their effect on designing elements such as
orientation, formation, landscaping, etc... This study, as well, takes into
consideration the areas and other different architectural elements needed for the
students on one hand, and ensuring their safety on the other. Practical examples
from valuable educational buildings are demonstrated in this study.

3



Most valuable educational buildings are exposed to amost similar
incursions such as electrical connections, sanitary installations, painting on walls
and pillars, and hanging objects on walls. They also similarly need constructional
support either for roofs, staircases or any other elements. It is needless to point
out that, apart from heritage understanding and awareness culture, materialistic
capabilities come first as the major and principal factor in the existing status of
valuable educational buildings.

The question till persists whether the economic status and other
surrounding obstructions shall continue to act as hindrances towards developing
and promoting heritage awareness, or there is still a possibility to create ways
and solutions to benefit from the present status of valuable educational buildings
to act as a tool towards raising awareness of the offspring and coming
generations to preserve and maintain their heritage instead of misusing it. This
goal may work out through various conservation methods, and benefiting from
different world researches and experiments in this field , through application of

whichever suits us out of them.
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