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Summary

The research has been conducted through several sequenced axes,
each leading to the other, aiming to reach the factors responsible of the
balance between conserving the building and community development,
through adaptive reuse.

The research began by introducing adaptive reuse and its different
related aspects, starting with historical briefing and the ways of
practicing it through ancient history. Then the elements and factors
affecting the adaptive reuse (the economical , social ,technological ,
environmental , urban , cultural, psychological , administrative and
legislative elements ) were displayed , which were almost collectively
tackled by the previous specialized studies , however , with differences
in views and meanings.

Naturally the study had to review number of previous adaptive reuse
specialized researches, with the aim of comparing the intellectual
trends of these previous studies with the initial results of this study.
This revealed that there were unilateral studying trends focusing only
on a certain particular aspect ,such as the building’s technical aspect
or limiting the study to the building’s functional prototype (such as ,
religious , industrial , educational) or , a firm belief that only one
function (such as museums) is the most suitable for all reuse
operations.

Other studies adopt multiplicity of given factors and elements that
embrace reusing projects. Researches —of this trend - focused on
which elements are most exemplary preferable for a certain reuse
project using comparative systems.

It is worth mentioning, that this study agrees with Randall Mason’s
study titled “Value centered preservation”. Unlike other specialized
researchers who are concerned only with historical and ethical values
of the building, Mason believes that buildings comprise also modern
values reflecting the constant evolution of communities. However , his
study centered on the idea of comparison , as the case with other
studies , away from his general reference to the constant evolution of
societies.



The study, thereafter, discussed quantitative cases of adaptive reuse ,
such as palaces and villas in Egypt ( either during the reign of Khedive
Ismail or after the revolution of July Y4¢Y AD ), industrial buildings,
school buildings , and others , in several countries. Through the
analysis, it was concluded that there is a broader and more
comprehensive context, than the known conventional ones (such as
political, economical, social contexts and others). This comprehensive
context represents “the generally prevailing value system in the
community”. It was also concluded, either when the building stops
functioning or when it is reused , that there is in either case , main and
sub contexts (as an example The impact of general political decisions
on the economical situation , or the effect of the scientific evolution
(such as the spread use of cars) on the urban context and its
development and etc..). These contexts, which are influenced by the
natural development of the surrounding society, lead and guide the
reuse process and the new start of the building’s cycle which in turn
influences the prevailing value system.

A preliminary comparison between the earlier steps of this research
with the results of previous studies revealed that the values
surrounding the building were considered only as inputs for reuse , not
realizing that they are , in the same time , out puts of a previous life
cycle of the building . However, the present research concluded that
values outputs should be initially considered during the designing
phase for the new cycle that begins by reuse of the building. Such
values outputs reflect the relation of society with both building and
function which is the main objective of this thesis. And, of course, there
would be unchanged (fixed) values for periods of time, and some of
adaptive reuse projects may target one or more of these fixed values
either by supporting or changing.

As the research is concerned with reusing valuable buildings , the
potentials and the determinants of them were displayed , within their
relevant aspects (such as civilization values, the original architectural
design and structure and the maintenance issues).

Also a review took place considering the relation between adaptive
reuse and community development, which concluded that the adaptive
reuse could be used as an implementation tool for community
development. In addition , two sides of similarity were found between
the adaptive reuse and the community development. The first
represents the continual changing of the surrounding contexts , which
should be put in considered in the future studies, trends, intellectual
thinking and methodologies for both of them. The second similarity



concerns the multiplicity of the methodologies and trends adopted by
the researchers.

Pursuant to what have been concluded concerning the values context ,
other contexts(political , economical , social etc ..) , inputs and outputs
values , a more detailed context study took place. The values system
context has been exposed through the following levels:

The international community which comprises the value perspective of
each of ( the ICCROM , and the state in Egypt, and the Allen
Consulting Group in Australia “a non-governmental organization”) ,
as well as the local level which includes value perspective of(specialists
and researchers ,and the Egyptian community “in terms of the impact
of the prevailed main value system on the adaptive reuse projects
which took place in Egypt”). While , each of the other contexts is
presented in two levels of discussion . The first level percepted the
contexts in general,(as in the general policies of politics and economics
, and urban aspects and others ) , which affect the reuse indirectly.

The second level is directly related with the reuse process (sush as
related legislatives, financing ,direct urban surroundings , and others).

After reviewing the political context, a comparison took place ,
between cases of reuse in Egypt at different periods of time . This
comparison was conducted through the prevailing value context at
each time. It has been noticed that each case has its own pattern |,
reflecting the form of relation between the different contexts under the
general system of values. In order to reach the elements responsible of
the balance between conserving the building and benefiting the
community, a wide study of local and international reuse cases took
place. And throughout this analysis , the studied cases were
categorized into % types , which are as follows (cases of prominent
significance , cases supporting large scaled development , cases
supporting the society’s initial needs , cases supporting private
economical projects , cases supporting absolute building conservation ,
and cases of exceptional circumstances). After concluding the balance
elements to each type , the analysis has extended to categorize
community’s perception of buildings’ values , directly and indirectly.

Thereafter , a methodology of how to choose adaptive reuse was set ,
and applied on five local cases , each represents one of the categorized
types mentioned above , (except the exceptional circumstances type) .
Out of each case an individual pattern was deduced. Each pattern



represents the mutual relation between the prevailing value’s context
and the other contexts ,and how this relation affects the reuse .

Finally , the research ends with the results and recommendations.
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