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!n The Name Of God, Most Gracious, 
Most Uerciful 

Ylith the first words in Al-l,lao•el, the editors seek God 
blessings. The sto.ff . also e.sl:s the readers their cuide.:1ce and 
support. Although perfection in the beginning of nny task is 
hard to attain,we are tryin.:; tc;, s tart along .the path with steady 
otepe and high hopes for a brighter horizon in the field of 
scientific writings and editing. Although this magazine 1S one 
of the first achievements of the Center, one cannot forget the 
pioneering efforts in thi s field. One can mention Al-Emera 
magazine published by Dr. S; Karim during t he fourties and the 
:fi fties, the Scientific Review published by the Egyptian 
Societies of Architects, the one still published by the Egyptian 
Societies of Engineers, and last but not least Al-Binaa magazine 
which was published in Saudi Arabia in both Arabic and irnglish. 
We are proud to say that the editorial structure of Al-Bi nea we.a 
the achievement of the editors of t his magazine. 

On the same path already paved by the pioneers , the Al 
Mao 'el springs as a new, · small e.nd delicate plont which pulsates 
with urban subjects relevant to a wide ra.~ge of readers ; 
architects, planners, profess ors, students and the ordinary 
individual. The magazine tries to touch every mind , every heart 
and to find its way to every library a.nd evory house to reach 
every hand. Thus the magazine can accomplish its pre- concieved 
objectives. 

The Arab World has been longing for a source of planning and 
architectural expression which springs f rom it s native ground. 
Relyi ng on what the ,:eat em pre as offers. Vii th foreign cultural 
and foreign scientific overtones,bas alienated us from the roots 
of our cultural heritage. However, our roots have thrived 
thr ough the eges and become deeply embedded in the origi n of , 
civilization of the world. Here, we are trying with our beet of 
knowledge in the field of urbani zati on to link our past 

. civilization with our present, in all its diverse forms. our 
objective is to build the Islami c - Arabic image in modern urban 
developments taking into consider ation the changing uni versal 
techniques. We cannot assume the knowledge of the road l eading 
to this objective. However, we are feel:u,g our wey through the 
direction whicb might take us to its end. 

Al-Mao•el is open to suggestions, opinions and 
We hope that the different ide~s and points of view 
pages will interact and reach out to the reader s 
cul tural and social backgrounds. 

experiences. 
i n these few 
of different 

Our valuable time in the present age cannot be spent on 
glorifying our great past and longing for its return. Others 
have written countless pages on this subject •• The only way we 
should follow now to tackle the problem boldly end :l:mmedistely . 

The invitation to contribute to such a difficult ·task is not 
e~tended merely to architects. planners. engineers and artist s, 
:t,v.t . ·nth.er it is · extended to macy others _ of di fferent 
4iaoiplines end open to all poin~s of view, 

.Although Al-Mao •el expresses the Center •s objectives i n 
the f i el ds of publications, research work,atudies and consult ing 
services for urban development projects, its more comprehensive 
objective expands beyond this to a more general outlook. 

Assuming the responsibility of publishing this magazine , we 
are aware of the heayY load we have chosen to bear. Thet is why 
we turn to our readers for their aupport, encou-ragement end 
guidance, 

President Of The Center , 
Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim 

,A- B./.t. ~~ 

0 
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AlMao'el News ____________ _ ~~')4>' 

EGYPT 

. USAID to Egypt includes the preparetion 
of a Nat ional Urbanization Policy for t he 
country, Consultations to be assigned for 
the project are not yet nanied, 

UNOP will contribute to the regional 
planning studies f or the Southern Region of 
Upper Egypt. The planning r egion includes 
the provinces of Sohag, Quina, Aswan and the 
Red Sea. The consultant to be assigned for 
the job has not yet been chosen from nine 
qualified firms, 

HABITAT - Un11,ed Nations Human Settlement 
Organisation will be involved in the Ptopa
ration of a comprehensive plan for the 
depressed areas by tlie ,;torm waters in Quine 
in Upper Egypt, Preparat ory work is still 
undergoing, 

The development of the Western Coast on 
the Mediteranean Sea i s expected to attract 
several investors to develop a summer resort 
project in the area.Local and administ rative 
difficulties should be solved s oon, Several 
soop e'rative societies who own l arge areas of 
land i n the region are involveJ. . 

Al-Maadi Housing Company invited eight 
local consulting firms to a competition t o 
develop thirty-seven acr es of land north of 
the Milit~ Hospital in Ma.adi. Submission 
of ent ries are expected on May 15, 1980. 

The Egyptian Ministry of Housing signed 
an agreement with USAID, Basil - Nassar and 
the Egyptian Real Estate Bank for building 
the workers towns in Helvtan and applying t he 
core house concept. The concept was met by 
some r eservation due to the administrat ive 
and ma.1l.8gerial .'.difficulties involved, 

The preparation of the regional development 
s tudy for Sinia, Peninsula is expeated to be 
gi ven to P.n American Planning Finn. 

The recommendation of the Tourist Deve
lopment Symposium which .,es held in Asv1an on 
Pebrusr., 11,1980 called for the preservation 
of the unique and nutural environment at the 

'Nile at the caterect, The symposium also 
. called tor the esta.blisllment of a planning 

bo~ to be in charge of the touriSII\ develop
ment pl&ne of the Southern region including _aswa.n, . 
Saudi. Arabie. . · 

fhe symposium of the !slamic Architecture 
and Planning which was held in K.F. U, in 
De.mmam in early J anuary 1980 was attended by 
one hundred and sixty participants from all 
over the world. It we.a followed by another 
sympoaium in Cairo during the same month and 
"1th the same objecti'le, 

A grant of l00,000 American dollars was 
offered by Ull:ESCO to t he Egyptian Society 
fo•the Preservation of Historical 1,lonuments. 
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The Society headed ~Y Egypt's :Firat lady 
!.!.re, Sadat became very active in ,his field, 

Atkins of U,K. and El-Eanne. oonaulting 
engineers he.ve been working for t·:,· vaara on 
the biggest fish farm project an 2000 
hectare in the llila Dal te.. Tho study ill 
:tine.need b;r the World Bank, British and 
Egyptian governments, 

U, S, lle.tional :Bureau of St('.ndards ( NBS ) 
nth the consulting firm S!.."i.more Owin.;s e.nd 
Merril and King Abdul Aziz University work 
on a research project to recreate desert 
conditions in buildings to out down air
conditioning, A model was built in U.S,A, 
in a conditionea · temperature repreeanting 
the cliJ!le.te in Saudi Arabia. ·-~ ·-

A contract for S,R , 60 million ~es signed 
to build 17 stations on the ooast of the Red 
See. and the Gulf in order to monitor 
pollution. The monitoring sy~tem was designed 
by ERT of U . s ,A,. The system will ua,1 the 
European Satellite and data t.o bG ~rocessen 
by computer in Jeddab. 

JORllJ\N 

Architect~ Kenzo Ta:nge & Urtee & Gaafe.r 
TuJ<aan & aaeooiatoo signod o. .; ,D, ·.~.J5 
million contract for the design eni prepara
tion of contrao~ doctlltlents for al-Yar:nouk 
Univere1 ty estimated . to, cost 100 1a11;1on 
Jordanian Dine.rs. The new university ~ili be 
designed for 20 thoueend etudents, 

u.s.A. 
American Desj.gn Conotruct:!.on and 

Engineerina .Aeeooiations· arc, trying to 
protect a safe 111&rket for their members in 
aid to developing countries on projeoto 
:tine.need by USA ID•. 

The Clean Energy Research Institute, of 
the Univorsity of 1.11111111 1n eo-opere.tion with 
the Internationel Aesoc1at:!.on For P.ydrogen 
Energy made e.n announcement and eell.t:i for 
pe.pera for the Jrd LU.mu Interne.ti?lllll 
Conference on .AJ.tarne.tive Er.~rCI Soureas, it 
is expected to be held in Uinmj,, Bee.ch, 
Florida, u .s.A. during 15~10 Decelllbor 1900. 
Another Interne.t:!.onal Conference on ~ha aeme 
topio, · during the same period of t11lle v1as 
called in UiClllli. !:he mcjor ehc.ract~ristio 
of thie conterenoe will be the intordiecip• 
l:!.1181"/ &pproaoh 'to too p:rot>lH1" o:r cncre;y 
m,.4 built env1ronmont. 
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...... _Opinion-------------------------------- ~Y'~--
Organisation of the Planning and 
Architecture Profession 

To choose the first 
,subject for i.:he editorial in 
the initial issue of the Al
Mao 'el was .. •ther a difficult 
job. I prtfer to start with 
the moat important and 
delicate subject which is the 
01•ganisatio11 of the planning 
and architecture profe5sion 
in ' the Arab World, with 
special reference to Egypt. 
For a long time the pro
fession had been practiced by 
small firms of two or ·ohree 
partners.and a few assistants 
occupying a number of flats 
in the down town region. In 
most cases there were no 
legal obligations organising 
their relationship. The work 
in these offices was disor
ganised and depended on 
public relations, reputation, 
position, or prestige for 
office winning architectural 
competitions. Architectural 
finns remained the same size 
for a long time disconnected 
:t'.x·om world wide activities in 
this field. Planning firms 
are still practically unknown 
except for joint ventures 
with foreign consultants. 

In the last few years ~d 
with the attraction of 
foreign aid to Egypt, a great 
number o:r foreign consultants 
were invited to undertake the 
planning and architecture 
studies for several projects 
in the country. It was 
unf~rtunate that the few 
Egyptian firms wt,ich were 
acting as loco~ partners to 
the fore1gn consul~ants did 
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not prove themselves to b e 
adequatel y efficient to take 
over the consulti ng work 
after thei r depart ur e. Thi s 
may be due to the fact that 
the prequalifi cation of local 
finns was not properly 
processed, or may be due to 
the selection of the un quali
fied firms for cer tain jobs . 
In other cases, local f irms 
were invited to large 
planning and architecture 
projects but unfortunate ly 
were not able to continue 
their job. Consequently , 
foreign c onsultants were 
called upon to f inish the 
work. 

Here one should not blame 
anybody for that misfor~une .• 
It is clear that c onsulti ng 
work for large pro j ects· .. wafi 
completely unknown to l ocal 
fil'l!ISo Some of t hem t hought 
it is an easy job t o build up 
a consulting group over-night 
for any type of project of 
any size. The opposite prove d 
to be true. The organisation 
of consultati ve services i n 
Egypt should be reviewed and 
accordingly new steps must be 
taken in this regard. We have 
to learn from our mistakes i f 
we ever want to advance. We 
should not over estimate our 
capabili ties. We should be 
more practical and r ea l i s tic 
in our app r oach to this 
problem. While we are still 
at the beginni ng of the 
journey, we should al s o be 
aware of the fact t hat t he 
foreign consultants have been 
well established for a long 
time. 
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Furthennore, the r ·o1e of 
the speci alized Engineering 
Societi es should be more 
effecti ve . The role of the 
diff erent committees in the 
Engineers Syndicate shouid 
als o be clarified. The Al
Mao•el will address itself to 
the question of how local 
planning and architecture 
£inns can organise t hemselves 
in the coming years in order 
to r aise t heir capabilities 
and pr ove themselves to the 
world. The Al-Mao' el will 
also address the issue of how 
professi onal practice should 
be exercised in Egypt. It is 
very clear t hat the role of 
both Planning and the 
Archi t e cture Societies in 
this connection is very 
minim~l. I n t he present time 
the organisation of 
profe s sional practice is 
under the control of two 
bodies. The first is the 
Syndicate of Engineers which 
serves all engineers in terms 
of registration, recognition, 
pension and ot her services. 
The second is the Egyptian 
Societies of Engineers which 
organises the technical and 
scientif ic aoti vi ties of all 
engi neers . Architects and 
town planners in Egypt are 
still considered as part of 
t he engineering society. This 
situation is unique to Egypt, 
because i t is very .difficult 
for one Syndicate or one 
Society to organize the 
activiti e s of · this great 
number of engineers with 
differen·t specialisationp . 
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Al - Mao 1e l does not 
bave t he r e~dy answers to all 
the gue ations raised in t his 
edi t <.,r i r-1 . We are t rying to 
open the door for discussions 
on t n i s subj ect. The major 
f actor that the Mao 1e l 
wants to emphasize i s 
dir ected towards t he level o:£ 
p erf onnance of · loc al 
architectur e and planning 
firms be;i. :ig very much below 
the i nternational level. Is 
this related to the fundamen-

1 
t als of the format ion of both l 
the architect and the , 
p lanner? Or,is it relat ed t o 
t he old systems e.ppli.2:d for 
t h e organisation of t he 
p!Jfession ? Or , i s i t both 
c o~ bined? Al- Mao ' e l wants 
t o be act ive and positive in 
orde r t o .revive our histori
cal h er:!ta ge and values in 
contemp orary ~erms. 
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_ Main Article ~...vrJfJW) .-

Definition for Islamic Architecture 

It is very hard to say 
that there is a pre-conceived 
definition. for Islamic 
Architecture or planning. 
Islam is a religion, as well 
as a way of life,covering all 
social, economic, political, 
educational, cultural,hygenic 
and behavioral aspects. 
Architecture on the' . other 
hand, has alw~s been the 
cultural, as well as the phy
sical environment, of the 
communities. ~he same phe,o
menon applies t,o architeo-t(lre 
through the different Islamic 
periods everywhere . in' the 
Islamic world. 

Ia'1amic archi tec:ti~re to 
many pe'ople means the pbysi
cal ,onaracter of elements 
like the mashrabiyal . arcade, 
dome, etc., as wel as the 
geometric patterns which 
characterize this architec
ture. The meat attra6tive 
example of these elemE!'lits 
were seen in ·the buildingn of 
the Mamluk period in Egypt; 
the Omayed period in Syria,. 
the Abbaside period in Iraq, 
the Arab period in Spain and 
t.he Buwayhids periods in 
Persia. However, where Islam 
is, in all of this, is hard 
t .o say . The extravagance in 
the architecture of the 
mosque of the se periods was 
not the genuine spirit ., of 
Islam. It was rather a ref
lection of the lavish life 
during these eras. The Hadith 
forbids the use of color in 
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mosques, thus giving the 
mosque .architecture its puri
ty and holiness. Domestic 
architecture, on the other 
hand, spontaneously reflected 
the cultural and purity and 
holiness. Domestic architec
ture0 on the other hand, 
spontaneously reflected the 
cultural and cl i matic envi
ronment of the Mosiem commu
nities in all regions. It was 
able to satis:fy the social 
and moral needs of the Moslem 
family.In building technology 
of the time. 

The urban pattern of 
Islamic cities was · . almost 
always the reflection of the 
cultural and social behavi6r 
·of the communit y as well as 
the human relationships which 
were very much oriented by 
the teachings )~ Islam. How
ever, in some cases the city 
pattern was planned to satis~ 
:fy the rulers>desires and not 
the community as an Islamic 
system. . 

Therefore , it is difficult 
to find a general rule to 
define Islamic Architecture. 
There is a number of varia
bles as well as constants 
affecting Islamic Architec
ture. The constant factor in 
all times and in all places 
is the teachings of Islam. 
Climatic and physical condi
tions might vary :·:l!r.om one 
region.to the other. Social, 
cultural and economic aspects 
as well as ·building techni
ques vary from one Moslem 
community to the other. As ·.it 
i s difficult to seperate the 
past and the present of any 
community,the architecture of 
different regions of the 
Islamic world still possesses 
some of the deep r ooted 
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spirits of the ear lier. ci vi
lizations, except those in 
contradiction with the 
Islamic teachings : This ie why 
it is innnature to apply gene
ral criteria anywhere as 
features of Islamic architec
ture. However, it is safe to 
find some characteristics in .. 
the Islamic culture which can' ''-' 
be reflected in Islamic 
architecture in all regions. 
These characteristics are 
purity,. simplicity, modesty, 
privacy, solidity and the 
spontaneous expression of 
needs and functions. These 
general characteristics can 
be applied to specific sites 
with a sensitivity to the 
environment, available build~ 
ing materials and technology. 
In other words,we hope to eee 
the general characteristics 
6f Islamic architecture and 
the specific ··, enviromnental .,. 
issues coalesce, r~sulti'ng in 
a more responsive architec
ture. From the functional 
point of view, Islamic Archi
tecture in its widest sense 
should meet the requirements 
which cope with the teachings 
of Islam. The designer of a 
Moslem counnunity should be 
aware of these teachings. 

The issue of incorporating 
Islamic elements With contem
porary techniques is complex, 
delicate and balances have to 
be made. Varying outlooks 
have been e;x:pres,sed , ·on . this . 
controversial subject. For 
example,there is an agreement 
that the revival of these 
values does not necessarily 
mean imitating old buildings 
or simplifying their design 
concepts. However, these are 
just words. We should begin 
a sort of action so that we 
have something tangi'til·e -that 
is conducive to critique, and 
refinement: 
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In ·this issue, an office 
building is introduced which 
was designed in an Islamic 
city. These building add
resses the. issues discussed 
above. Hopefully, it will be 
provocative for other work 
along the same lines,in which 
the call for the revival of 
Islamic values in contempora
ry architecture can flourish. 
The religious community is an 
important constituent in the 
design of a contemporary 
Islamic town or street; the 
input of sheiks,imenis,etcetra 
should be a f'undamental con
sideration in the intricate 
set of issues. The call for 
the Islamic culture is a call 
that is multifaceted. One of 
its facets is our major con
cern " the revival of Islamic 
values in contemporary archi
tecture"• 
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A Self-SUfficient Housing Pilot Project 

We have chosen for ou.r first issue two 
different projects in Saudi Arabia which are 
illustrative of adaptabi lity to thei r local 
environ.~ents •. The first project has the 
breadth of looking at conununity planning. In 
thO second project the attention was 
centered on one specific building. 

In the first project Dr. Abdelbaki 
Ibrahim proposes a theory for urban planning 
based on his findings of careful research. 
l!is convictions about modern urban planning 
are predicated up on the noti on that communi
ty planning should reflect the dignity of 
the cultural heritage vii thout imposing a 
mold, It also shoul d be appropriate and 
intimate for people to thrive . 

The main objective of the project is to 
find out the :f\lndementals of residential 
community planning considering the elements 
of cultural and physical environment 
prevailing in project site. Another objec
tive was to allow for the participation of 
large :funds both govermnental and private in 
the community development. This should raise 
land and utilities usage ratee in a short 
period of time. I t should also make posoible 
the necessary development controls for 
construction quelity and for the revival of 
the Islamic - A-rabic architectural and urban 
design values .The project concept high~ights 
the restoration of colllmunity life along a 
spine of activities i n the residential area. 
The mosque was given its due imports.nee as 

,an activity focus in the coillllunity life. The 
e.ntioS.pated construction phasing allows for 
a selt aui'ficient ccmmuni ty. Th.e heart of 
the community being the central plaza 
containiD& the mosque and other public 
fllnctions to serve the residential community 
at early construction pijases. The dwelling 
units in t he early phases are the closest to 
the center and are anticipated to btt built. 
by large private or semi-private establish-

. snonts • .A.s t he eormnu.bity grows,the eduoe.tional 
commercial spine perpendicular to the ll>Bin 
public activity spine continues to expand 
serving the continually developing parcels 
sold to villa residents. 

The residential GOllllnunity is served by 
'both !I pedo.drit!.11 notwork and a vehicular 
~oa4 JJ,Yat~m, Which do not intersect ezoept 
at m1nor po~nts, The vehicular road network 
11 bASed on 1o1, er stem ot loops or cill•de~aace 
branching from the service rosd3 on both 
sides of the community and parallel to the 
pedestrian branches and perpendicular to the 
main pedestrie.n spine. 

The social mix in the community structure 
1s presented in four houaingty~es: 
standard villas, medium cost housing and low 
housing and apartment.blocks. 
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There were several alternntiveo for 
fino.ncins, executi.ng, mane.sing and maintain
ing this project. Three alternatives were 
sca.nned and an extensive economic study was 
done for each, While the three alternatives 
had much in common, they deviated where the 
government intervention ehou1d stop, 

The economic study findings proved that 
tho government intervention should be limit
ed to laying down the basic structure of 
this com.'ll1lnity in addition to enforcing the 
desired plo.rlll~ng e~d arohitcotural characte
ristics. The development of this self
sufficient community will hove a positive 
impact on the users and on the neighboring 
areas . It is anticipated that the community 

. residents being provided with ell their 
diverse needs within the community bound
aries - tl>ey will have to make fewer trips 
to other areas. This means saving of time, 
e:t'fort,vchicle consumption and fuel, I t will 
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Bank in Jedda 

The second project is the hendquarters 
office building of the ··National Commercial 
BBlili: in Jeddab, Saudi Arabia. The project is 
designed by SOJ\l of Chica.go U ,S ,A.. 1'he 
building is now under constructi on on a 
prominent site in the new commercial center 
between the old city and the Red Sea.Because 
of the shape of the site and the vievrs, a 
triangular tovrer was developed as the solu
tion twenty-seven floors above grade• A 
upiral ramped garage adjoins the tower. 

Given the harsh climate and t he Isl amic 
traditio~ of inward looking building, 
avoidi:ng the m.tn and t he heat, the acheme 
developed for the typical floor is a large 
Vee ehoped plan with the glass on the inside 
of the Vees l ooking towards the views 
through the garden court. 

Sepe~ate from the offiOG spaoe is a oora 
,--l'or eletaiQrst stairo, toilets and other 
. Hfflcell, ~h:i.! 1eave11 t11e typ1oo.l. oftio• 

t.ioor ae tro~ flexible epaoe, Aloo, as a 
lllll\11v ct the u rvioe ooro be:Lng out•1de the 
t:rie.nsula.r floor, the ground floor which is 
a branch bank is a single grand space of 
13,5 meters high in which there is a mezza
nine with a coffered structure floating free 
of the walls which is nine meters above the 
floor and opens in the center to the ok;y-
11gh1;,all t he v,ey up through t he building. 
This e.lso permi ta air movelllent t hrough the 
courts allowing beat t o escape, t hus 
reducing the energy load on the glass wall 
of the courts. 
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-- Phy,~ical Planning ~~I h~.b?-.;Jf ~ . 

~tegration Among Planning Types 

· Physical planning as a new science has 
passed through different stages of different 
conceptual . approaches ever :, since the 
twenties, I t started at a local l evel of 
t?wns and villages, and developed to a great 
metropolitan and regional level. The more 
the sooio-economic aspects were involve·d the 
greater was t he consideration for planning, 
At all stages e.nd in most countries ~hif~{cal 
plwming woa deal.t Wiih aeperately 1tom the 
socio-economic planning and dev~lopment 
programs, The lack of coordination between 
physical and socio-economi c planning machi
neries was and still remai'ns the main prob
lem confronting tbe planning development in 
all countries, especially in the developing 
nations, If we talce Egypt as an example,,we 
find that planning act ivi t ies on the local• 
regional and national levels are carried out · 
b1 dif ferent departments in different Minis
tries in the government str~cture. These 
departmGnta correlate with each other in a 
vague manner. 

The eeperation between the ·three fields 
of planning, that is to say sectoral, physi
cal and socio-economic , may be c.aused by the 
fundamental seper ation of discipl:,:i'!'es on the 
educational level. It may also · ]>&!.'Caused by , 
the political influences of the\ p'i;:aiitition
ers in the different . fields of ,planning 
Nevertheless . t here is a world wide con
cession that the integration between the 
three-types of planning is of greet necessi
t1 , , In regard to this , the United Nations 
invited fifteen top experts to submit their 
views and recommendations as to the methods 
of integration. This is in-spite of the 
general agreement among the experts that the 
integration has become a necessity. The 
answer to the problem,still differs from one 
ex1>ert to another. Nov,, we raise the same · 
question once more,with special reference to 
the existing situation in Egypt. 

On the national level the Mihstry of 
Pl~nning prepares the li'ive Year Devel opment 
Program for the country in collaboration 
with the sectoral pl anning depai:tment in 
other Ministries. The Ministry of Planning 
also has its representatives of regional 
planning offices in eight planning regions 
in the country~ - Bach--;-f- tlie . exietillg 
planning regio~s is cO'll\prised of two or more 
governoretes end has a regional council 
headed by one of the governors, The func
tional relat ionehip between the governorates 
, t he regional pl'lll11ing council, the local 
sect oral planning offices and the local 
planning offices is not clear and is not 
effective. The delineation of these planning 
regions which was officially approved b:," tl\e 
government in 1975 does not seem to pe based 
on a bale.need distribution of population or 
resources, Some of these planning regions do 
not have t he geographic o:,:,,;.. the demographic 
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identity which gives them -the constitution 
of planning regions, Xhe v1hole system or 
regional delineation needs fundamental 
revision. 

On the other hand, the Central Secreta
riat :fo1• Local Governments is responsible 
:for the planning and coordination among the 
gove:rnorates as ad.mi11istrative divisions and 
not as planning sub-regions, In the 
meantime, other ministries such as the 
Miilistry o:f Construction and New Communities 
also hes its role in the fegionel develop
ment projects, includj'.ng agricultural, 
:fishery, and touriSlll devalopment. On the 
locel level, the Central Physical Planning 
Authority in the Ministry of Construction 
and NeYI Communities J wh~ah was originally 
the Planning Authoti~y of Greater Cairo - is 
responsible :for the physical development o:f 
Egyptiw1 towns, vihile not having any local 
presenration et the local level. Above and 
beyond this, exists the High Council :for 
sooial and econcmic developt:oent. Thia io c..n 
advisory council for the ~resident. It has 
no oxeoutive authorities due to ell this 
eomplexi ty of planning authorities, it is 
rather di:fficult to discover who is planning 
for Egypt, This is not the case in Egypt 
onllf, but also in many other developing 
couhtr1.dd with different "4Illinistretive 
atru.c turea . 

l:f vie should happen to review the 
different eonoepts for the reo~ganisation Of 
the planning structure in other nations , we 
might find that these concepts tend to in
tegrate socio-econot1ic e.nd physical planning 
ex;,erts se:y thet there might be a real 
difference in the plenning process in deve
loped end developing countrfes if the fonnal 
side of plan:ning is abandoned in favor of a 
cost benefit approach where benefits result 
:from a set of succe1s:fUl projects, They 
concluded by saying that there ere two 
possible approaches which could be accept 
able among the three planning levels, The 
first approach is an entirely centrally 
planned econo~.y . In this case each region, 
each sector end possibly each urban planning 
unit get~ it$ plen tisiiren £rom the plannint5 
euthoritiea of a higher level, in order to 
work them out in greeter detail, J.n addi
tional task o:f the lower planning units 
would then consist of supplytng information 
to the hi gher level p1anning authority, This 
1n:formation would be 1n reference to the1 possible location o:f industries, social 
amenities, lend use, etc •• This is in feet, 
the approach advocated by Frisch, yet it is 
doubtful whether such an amount of informa
tion could be obtained and efficiently used 
by a central authority, especially in 
developing countries. The other possible and 
acceptable planning scheme would be one 
where the central planning authority "is 
still, by fBr, the most importnnt planning 
unit , The other planning agencies a:e less 
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~dependent than in the preceding planning 
scheme, In fact the higher level. planning 
unit would se:od :figures to the lower level 
pla:oning authorities. Then the latter would 
send their evaluation of the plan figures 
back to the higher level planning unit , 
according to these evaluations changes the 
plan ngures and send them again t o the 
lower level planning units. How this method 
should be adopted to the Centra.l Regiona.l 
Urban Planning is still open question. 

It is concluded by th~ eX!)ert s t hat the 
st:n,oture of cconotuo planning, particularly 
in developing countries i s inadequate to 
serve the needs of physical planners. These, 
in response to this inadequacy, ere taking 
over the tasks left unfulfilled by t he 
economic planners. They do this mainly with 
the aid of advisors from other countries, 

It seems that the logical wey out of 
tli,se difficulties is to shift the occent on 
ecbnomic plc.'lning f1·om short te:rm planning 
(.five years) to long term planning, i n such 

·a way that the long term plan serves as a 
backbone to the short term planning. The 
short term planning is much more p recise and 
is more of an operational budge tary charac
ter, 1'he long term projects ,.'iould be 
revised every t i me a new short term plan is 
to be produced. 

In all cases, the tasks t o be performed 
by the different levels of ple.nning agencies 
should be spelled out for t he loce.J.,regional 
and national levels. On the other hand , the 
interaction wnong the planning levels should 
be determined vertically while t he function
al relationshipo omong seotora.l planning 
should be specified hor izontally at each 
planning level, , 

It is agreed that development planning 
1a a field in transformation, The prevalent 
technologies e.re increasingly viewed as 
unequal to the challo?Jges of initiating the 
complex structural changes in the developing 
oocieties.The present approaches to physical 
planning have lead to nhysieal determination 
, There is an · emphaeie on end products in 
long range master plans, rather then on a 
process of planning. The notion of amenity 
standards is insensitive and results in the 
isolation of planners from decision making 
and implementation, 
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Al-Mao •.el ,found it most importnont 
to encourage non-professionals to their 
talents in new and useful experiments in 
order to face the rapid increase in the cost 
of services auch as carpentry, electrical 
work, plum.biJl6, po..inting ate.. 'L'he moat 
pressing problem nov, is how to :!'Urnish and 
maintain the small flats of young couples. 
"Do It Yourael:!'"triea to assist young people 
to use their manual capabilities in making 
uee:!'111 elements of furniture, mending sani
tnry equipments or fixing wall paper. 

The first exercise in this aeries is 
how to make a small table 
Construction 
Basic Underfrarne 
Plane one edge of each leg (l) t o 45• bevel 
and cut bead on opposite edge of front face. 
Join 'bevelled edges with tongued , dowelled 
or rubbed joint to make L - ·shape . 

~t bead on lower edge of front face of 
side railn (2) and front and back rails (3). 
Join rails to legs with dowelled or mortise 
and tenon joint, leaving 6 mm. •.:.ich lap 
behind joint for gluing and screwing to leg, 
fig. l, Laps are 62 mm. long on front and 
back rails and ;6 mm. long on side rails. 

Round all edges slightlr. Brush under
frame with one coat of clear cellulose. 

L.-...;J 4"' _.., .;JI.:.. I, .,;JI J L,.,.. I .j ..>,: y1 t 1.;;_, 'JI t' 
J t..1, ;_;l-~1 Jt..'ll, •;~I JI.,.! .j.;,,,,.; · II ..:,~.,,.JI 
· ..::.L-l; .JI ;f .,J ...,LJI ,pk:.~, • .::..l:l.,. .J~ .51.,-ll 
J)I ;· 'I L,.•l;~,,.-JI .:,,..:1 "<;l..-l~ ;_l;,_h· ·II 

• ~W..:. ~ l.:> 1 .:,, r" ~ L J.,. .) ~ t,. 

r-r,: ~ .,.-6JI L;;.;, ,.j ~WI L:.,~l.:>i ,:SI.:,,~' 
• 1::_1.,;Jl .;.,.,,...,_L,.:..U;...l> ...,,Wl..::.1:1:'/I..,...._, 

..,.~1 ;..,.L ... .)lu"'-t< • d...i:.: ~1:,.~11,-u, 
.Ko!. ~ .!.1: 1 .:,. ..:~ 1.:,.,, L ~ .. .., .i,,J 1 ~ '; ..,,; J)l;.;... 'I ..,_..; J,~ l .;,,r=JI, , J 1:..ll J.:.,... J. .l.! L,..,;;, .;..,1; I .St,...J I 

.. 

; F"--" ; ......:. ,:-" ....,! r" ;LLI I , _;,,. 

.L,,;..::l I c.. l,_k;. 

._,..t...'Jl~I 

.,._;.: J...o { • ._,I. ( \ ) ~ J 'I l .:,, JS°..,_.: iy;- .,.,.1 .,...,..., 

u ,r----> 'I I & · ck .,U '-" L 'I 1 ~,.l I .:,, J.: liJ I .,_;~I J. 
. · ) 1 J .:.,.,.J 1 ._;}JI .:,, ,s l., t • J. J.'!" .,U ; _,;.:-.J I 

·~l 
.}, ( l J '<-1)1.,;)r-,ll ..:.~ ._,.L '/ 1 ~,J I ._,.I..,..: J-...,, 
.s ..,. J., J.'!" ;'~ 1 t°'-'° ,lr-,l I & i ( r ) .._;.1;J 1, ._. L 'I I.,; ,lr-,l l 
•r«Wl ,1 •1.,...U~I .,,;,.,- , °"'rt" r-}~~l...;)Jl 
,;; I) II .:,, ; ...,. ~ ~ J!:.rl I .;,A .._.., u,.,._I I JS° ;:-, 

• uli...-~.11 

Basic unde,tr,me. Oe1ail shows 
a11erna1i"o mon1se and tenon and dowelled 

101!'\ts f¢1 ta •JS and legs No1c: laps on ra,1&, 

' 

P}.fil'S L T •I· . "11J,~ 
;; .JI • ii d....J I <.1>.r-J I J,.WI .J ....,JI ~ t, ~.,JI 

MATERIAL THICK WIDE LENGTH QTY NO. NAME 
l)j . • : r" ~ A ("' '\ • ("' ~ o • A J ~; ~ I _ \ 

HARDWOOD 28 mt 90 JVIM 250MM 8 LRGS 
-,.:,I j • . • ;.. ("' ~ A r° '\ • r° Y • Y ~ • : l::J I <..P.;l ,...J I - ~ 

HARDWOOD 
I. . . 

..;; ;t. > 

HARDWOOD 

28 MU 

r' ~ A 

28 MM 

_20 ML! 

("' '\ . 
-2_0 MM 

707ll'lm 

("' '1 '1 ' 

669MM 

2 
l 

2 

SII)ERAIIS 
.,· - 11· l.'' l ·1-ll 'i 
~ .' '-:!' ~ 1..1") ,-- -

FRONT/ '.BACKRAILS 
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-- At--chitectural Details · ~_,~~l.1,--

.,. 
To enrich the archi tectu;,ui'· vocabulary 

of young architects Al../.11.\o•el will 
introduce a series of working details to 
serve the e.rchi tectural value adopted by the 
Center . In this issue we introduce, a 

. Maahrabiya type of window which could be 
applied t o contemporary buildings, The 
maahre.bi:yo. m~ be carved O'Ut of' v,ood, made 
out of plastic or made siinply out of square 
sections. The window should not be oainted 
except by varnish or a transparent oil coat 
in order to show the grains of wood. The 
type presented in this issue is coded by the 
Cen ter under ( IR - W - T007 ) . 

- Kl)ICI 

71'--3c.ms 

• ,..:..:.JI t .a: ..,.. ~ I 04 .:,..- ...:.,.,..U ;...., l.....J I -=- l.->1-) I • I_.: 'I 
~li;J I .;,. ... ~ ;.,, t.....J 1, .:., .. ,,J,..;.:J I-.=-L 1, .JI j5 ,.J ;.,,.WI 

L-,.1.:..,:., _;.I I ;.!,., 'II ;.,, t.....JI ~I • I.,> 'I ;J, 6... .j .:., J..i.:;J I 
.;,--WI .;,- ;.,,.,..:.. o.:l (.,..: ;J.,...i; t .u: ., ....JI 1.1,,. .J, · } .,.n 
.:,- .,,_ ,..:..:.J I .l, _,.;.; ,;, I .:,i.J I .:r-, • .:,, ....,_ ._,: l,. .j y.,I,.: 
J · I ; J. ~ .;,i-J I <ir, eJ.,:... )l,J I .:,- , I ~.::. l.lW 
._; li..: ..i.,J,., '/ I <!l ~ I .:,-'> '°" '/ I ~, • ....., .,. .:.,.,.:..;.. .::. I. lW . 
• • .-.,WI L,.;.,J., ~ I u l,,.11 _,+J;.; ._;.> .Ai ,,.11 , I .:....) I .:,-

( ,IH- W- T007 ) ~, ~ ..1.wl I ..i.A ;J.,...i; 
, ;....,t......Jl, ;_!,_l, .;.·11.::.L.11 .JI }.,...;.,,..:,1 .j 
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Studenw Projects iL:Jht!J~J~ --
..a 

The project shown on Studen·t Page is tho 
work of ex-st-udent Nou.ra El-Shennawi, ld08ed 
El-Oammal, llnbil Zaki, !l!amdob EL-He.deka and 
Helmy El-adbm who had graduated from Ein
Shams University i n 1979. The project was an 
entry to e. competition amongst tho 
architectural students all over the world. 
It was organisd by UIA during the internat

ional Conferenoet held in Mexico in 1978.The 
i dea was ·to dea:f.gn a oolleot1ve servic unit 
in a remote a.i•ea. The site chosen for t his 
particular projoct vras Bariz , a mn9tl t own 
in El-Kh.arja Oasis in Egypt~ 

The project was given the general local 
character of rural architecture. The use of 
a DW!lber o:f courtfl gave the plan ·ail infa·over· 
orientation • Local stone were used in 
building the bearing walls. The project is 
oompoeed of offices for local activities,, a 
post officD , a l ocal museum, a t heater •and 
a oafeteria.:.:..e bearing wall s and the vaults 
were the main sturoture elements in. the 
project . 
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__ IslamicArt------------ ~~~l-

9 

-- --- -
· The idea behind sho11inc; exrunoles of t he 

fine Islamic Art does not mean <ror ·· us · to 
look at it as an antiquity but as a · source 
of aspiration for conte~porary interpreta
tions, The CPAS Review trie,; to introduce 
The Islrunic Art in e · way in which t., enable 
the artist, the architect and t he ordinary 
person to hdve .a fresh look at our hi stori
cal heritage to see to 'What ext ent we are 
drifting away from our Islamic values . Is
lrun is a way of life beside being a reli
gion.The art of Islam is also a part of our 
life, in tools, poetry, textile, carpets, 
carpentry, tiles, lamps, calligr aphy and 
architecture. The art of Islam differs from 
other arts. It is oat·t of a whole and not 
added elements to wails or in space. 

There are two artistic traditions in t he 
Islamic Art, calligraphy and non-represen
tative art. Both of which are at least as 
important as arc,ii tecture. Calligraphy as 
David James puts it in his book titled 
Isl amic Art is the highest art form a£ the 
Islamic civilization. The appreciation of 
Islamic Art is not possible wit hout t he un
derstanding of the importance and signifi
cance of its calligraphic t r e.,htion, While 
the non-representative art i n t he form of 
the floral or geometric arabeaquo v,ao even 
more widely applied than calligraphy. Being 
used to decorate every conce ivable . surface 
from the smallest casket, piece of pottery 
or metal-work, to the wall of the largest 
mosque, 

The example presented here is a verse 
from the Koran on calligraphic art, It is 
of the so-called Quarmathian Kufic found in 
Iran in the eleventh e.nd twelfth century. 
The script is written on a golden composite 
foliate in the background. The l etters and 
points are in black end voy,els are indica
ted in red. We are introducing t his exam
ple to be a source of inspiration .for the 
design of contemporary materials such as 
wall paper,upholstery, curtains or textiles, 
You can ask your dealer f or ner, designs of 
historical values, \'le must resent the 
strange and foreign values. We can find 
our cultural identity if we dig where we 
-a.re standing. We should not be slaves to 
\'le stern Fashions , that is, if ,,,e \Vant to 
retain our alre~y- ,·es_pegted ne:r11oll.!!litY .• _ 

~ .,~I._,..,) ,_,.)L. ~I .:,.ill .:,a .]:..Ir •In ,fall ,:,1 
,____,,._ >' I...,; .;,,s:J .:,SJ,, l: )l.i l:;_,h; ..1:.. ~ I dJ:; J: ).:; .;,I 

· • ..,...w1 ..,_i.,.~.;)ll 

..,__s.; ;.;,A ._,.)l.. ~I .:,.ill r ...;; ,:,1 J,6.:: ;S.,Jl ,.,..:.:, 

.___JI .,.i..:., .;, I .s ., WI~ I , I .s1 t. .•.•. 11..,.. ...:..i-ll , I .;, la! I 
.s ..._ .s I ._,JI cJ 1 .,_. ,.;.> ._,;..._,l:JI l:.: Ir .:,, .,.._,...:S ; -'<-'-:- ; .,h: 
._,.,__1...1 y> r )l.. ~ I .;, IS .:, 1, - ;,,a)\..~ I I:_,; v" I ~ I.:.;_,,.: I 
d-J .iS ,_,.'.l!-~ I .:,-J 1 .;, Ii ;..., l.;., J I ,,...U I...,; ..: .,S -,.; 4-, • l;,JJ 
._; ;...-:-- , 1 ..:.. 1, ., I .;,- ..J.,.:...; t. ._,J.~ ;.,.,-,)1 l:.: I.> .;,-, • r-

. ,I ..:..Lb,.b.;.. ,1 ;• 1.,1..:..1..i.,.,,l..:..L,.;} ,1 •1~ ,1..:..4-,-;- ,1 
..; ,S .j .s .,.._ ~ I .;, ,.:.iJ I o-· ._,.)l.. ~ I .:,-J 1 u..l:h...., , ._.., 1..- _,...L:.. 

• ..:.. i.i,.i 1, .h! l,,,_)1 ,.,JI ;.;L.,;.. • .,.;.... • ly.-1..,..,l, J5 .;,-, • r-
.:,-i J,'~1 ._,.)I-~I .:,-JI .j ;;;II .,_,Jli:Jl .;,-, .:, t.,: cl t;.,., 
..,---; ~ .,_,; I ., J,..,_, , ~ I _,j .:,.ill ..,: t:.JI, .b,.;J 1 
; 
1 
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,:,---~ J.L.z .:,-.,_lb.; .:, I~ I~, , ..:.. ~I 
• : .Jt. ..:. i._:JI .:,, di 1.i-_.i.i,: .;, I ""t.,.w.J I d.J. ~ 
......,., ~' ;....\.>. I.. ~_,.;.I I ,,;JI..,.;,.: .:, 1, .i..: ~ l:: I • : ,.;." l:: 
~ L_:.; I , 1.:.1.u I .:.o.:: ~ I I.,, "'l- .:,J, ;..,Hi!.11 I · : •• ;. • v' 
I · ·• , ;. • . .hl:,,..; .:, I L: ., , I 1.; I ;....,.;J 1.1 l.; )U 1-. .;, _,s; .;, I ~ 

~ I ~,.::>-e ..,:JI ..t.-,, ~ I 

----- - --



• 

0 



0 

• 
___ Book Review ________________________ __ 

~...wf ~l.S".-

Solar Energy and Building by SUSZOKOLAY: 
The Architectural Press, London, 

The book was first published i n 1975 in 
Great Britain. Its second edition was re
printed in 1978, The book deals with a 
scientific subject which is very much appro
priate to the contemporary Arab architecture, 
It gives the reader a good background of 

the expanding technology in this field, The 
edition includes a country-by-country survey 
ot the recent developments and a review of 
developments in theoritical subjects and in 
computation , 

The book is comprised ot tv,el ve parts1 dealing vii th the principles, collective 
methods, uses, buildi.ngs, solar houses, 
planning implications, economic involvement, 
prospects, solar heat industry,design guide, 
progress made in some countries, development 
in applications, theory and methods, The 
book is concluded by two appendixes dealing 
'11th optimisation of a collector tilt and a 
93"stem of simulation, 

?he book refers to e:r:perim~ats in four
teen countries including Egypt where the 
National Research Center, and the Solar 
Energy Laboratory have produced a study 
assessin;; the feasibility to dual solar and 
vrind oyotoma £or the nothern coastal region 
in Egypt.The design of such systems has been 
in progress and no publications are yet 
available . 

In general the book could be considered 
a good text book in this field. It includes 
a number ot ill ustrations which go in para
llel with the text, The book adds new 
dimensions to architectural eduoation in the 
Arab Universities which need fundamental 
evolution. ·The ..,bjec~ of the book could be 
a great asset to the building ecienne eduoa
tion whioh is still lacking in Egypt and in 
other Arab countries. 

• 

COl.D Wl(f~ C.161"~ 

l'l.a:>lz wu:21,H"'~ 
co,u;. ' 

•.;'i,5,;-:,-r1i-< · • •L:.,Jt1 ~I i.il1-11':,.l:ill .:,~ 
._,..; ":-1&1 I .y ~ J, I .::. _,,Ji. • ,._ .i.:J _ '<J WI ,.JIS,J I 
":-L.:!ll l.i.J, J,L::..., 1,vA ,i......,i, -':'I, 1,v. ,i. 1=-:U..r. 

• ,,...Wt ""',_.JI 'JWl..:.4l:,.;le, LI.: ._.;.::., 1.--"t,,o,-
..,_; IT-"Y~ I .,,Jcil ... _,.; ;.,,ili. '.; J lilJ ";- l;fj I I .a ~ 
~UJ I J ~ ,.j i.:e .>.>J k. l_,,l,.:J I..;~ IS , J ~ I I .i,. 
• ..:. L,L..J~ c. 1..,J;.,JI .j..:. l_,,k.:JI, ..J:....ll .ol..J I .j .,,._.:JI 
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_Quotations~~~~---"'!'~~---- ~L,,• 

Gymnasium For Architects 
----.. - ---·- -

Our first abstract is taken 
from the Italian monthly maga
zine of architecture, design 
and art! Domus number 595 of 
June 1979. The managing editor 
Cesare Casati wrote the follow
ing introduction to this same 
issue. 

-~-- - ~~ "In the 1ast ten years, t he c·oun:. -
tries of the Arabian Gulf or rather the 
rich pet!·ol countries have turned themselves 
into one vast gymnasium,naturally frequented 
by world chempiona w1 th all the provisions 
necessary to allow training and exercise in 
complete sefety,far f rom the curious eyes of 
the cultural scenes in their own countries. 
ill this is te.ld.ng place in t he worst possi
ble manner and with such confusion that it 
is becoming easier to talk of deals and 
sharp dealers than of archi teoture and 
architects, It is also becoming natural to 
correlate dealer architects with arohitecd 
ture ae a business. / 

So the new "ready for use international 
style" is born, allowing· rapid planning and 
oonst.ruction of BIJY project, az;y size, and 
an,y place, A few frills and the odd false 
minaret camouflages the buildings end skil
:tlllly ape .local architectural traditions. 

But it is rare for the Islamic tradition 
to be respected or considered as a possible 
basis for planning. The value of details on 
the whole is the importance of sounds like 
water/ lilU.sio/ wind,the musicality of colors, 
the potentiality of light, and other small 
things such as the poetic significance or a 
room, era systematically sacrificed on the 
e.ltcr of experimentation and Western 
technology. 

And so everytning, though spectacular 
'and even monumental, looks provisional, like 
in a great industrial exhibition where 
everything seems bee.utii'ul but. indefinite 
e.nd where everything is always possible, Let 
us hope that, when oil goes back to · being 
just oil and not gold, the action of men and 
sand will succeed in eliminating these alien 
remains which basically have nQ reference to 
~ culture at all. 

Thia is an opinion of an 
Italian Architect. It is add
ressed through Al-Mao'el to all 
the Arab and Moslem architects, 
with best regards. 
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for alJ.- WhO may be interested·in"joining the 
activities of CPAS to find room for them
selves. Sever al options are offered t o 
practitioners from · relevant disciplines , 
Associates in CPAS·may apply for partnership 
after one year of association, 

. . 
Mr, . Hussein Abaza (B.A. - A.U .c., M.Ph:l 

- Bradford) is back to CPAS to resume his 
post as an administrati~ Director on March 
1 1 1980, Mr, Abaza. •s work for M.Ph:l was on 
the economic planning of Infrastructure Pro
jects. 
CPAS. 

The CPAS personnel celebrated the appoint
ment of Aymen Zeitoun ae CPAS administrative 
officer from March the first. i1lr. Zeitoun i s 
to assist Mr. Abaza in the administration o~ 
the Center, . .. --- . ·- _...._ ___ _ 

The president of CPAS Dr, . Abdelbaki 
I .bra.him was invited with architect Hassan 
Fathy and ;,trs. Li ala Ibrahim to attend the 
Symposium of Isleinic Architecture and Plan
ning organised by Kl'U in Demmam early in 
January 1980, The president was also invited 
to colll!llent on the papers presented to the 
symposium on the development of Egyptian 
towns which was also held in the building of 
the Geographical Society on January 18,1980, 
He wa ... also invi ted to attend the conference 
of Tourism Development held in Aswan an Feb
ruaxy 11 - 16 under the auspice of the 
Governor of' Aswan. 

The paper prepared by Dr, Hazim Ibrahim 
CPA$ Technical Director was accepted and 
published . in the ·conterence of Housing 
Planning held in Miami, Florida,,u.s.A. in 
Oc~~ber ] ._979. ___ • 

The first book in the series to be 
published by CPA$ is expected to come·out in 
early April 1980. ~he title of the first 
book is the II The Revival Of Archi tectural 
Values in the Islamic Town II written by the 
president of CPAS, Professor Dr, Abdelbaki 
Ibrahim, 

Washington, University Presa has 
asked CPAS to send an example of its archi
tectural work to be published in their 
Architectural. Magazine. 

Mr, Richar d Dewey the librarian of t he 
Aga Khan Program for the Islamic Architec
ture said in a letter to the Center that 
their Program and the Center have a great 
deal in common and proposed to exchange 
publications and information related to the 
Islamic Architectur e, 

Llr. Jerrold Voss, Deputy Director of 
Habitat for t he research and development has 
expressed his appr eciation for t he activi1 ties of the Center and said in a letter to 
the President of CPAS that ho found CPAS 
information very interesting and potentially 
of use in the implementation of the 1980 
Habitat Work Program. Habitat also expressed 
interest in CPAS Training Program. 
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_pPAS Activities----------- .fp.1 ,t.,~ -
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JkJL 
Engineer Ibrahim 1/aguib ex-minister or 

housing opened the first n.rcbitecture exbl
bition held in the Center on January 16, ao, 
The work shown ""0 prepared by the Community 
Design Associates, Ltd. of New York. The 
subject was Arab architecture tor the modern 
world, The exhibition was shown before in 
t ho symposiwn on Islamic · Archi~ecture and 
Planning held in Dammnm, early in Janue.ey 
1980. The exhibition wns attended by ex
minister, university professors, ell81neers, 
architects , USAID and TAIJS officialo and 
students, 

The Program ot 1960 TrBining Courses is 
to be held in the Center has bben arranged 
in the following order: I 
A- The Organisation of Planning Machinery -

from April 13 to Mo.y 4. 
B- The Revival of Islamic Architecture 

tro:n July 13 to August 3, 
C- Feasibility Studies for Construction Pro

jects - from September 7 to September 28, 
D- Construction tlanagement - fl'CID October 

26 to November 16, 
E- Architecture Programing - from November 

30 to December 29. 
Tho Center of CPAS with the concent of 

Columbia University (PPDN) baa advertised 
for the special oourse on Planning Programs 
,for the developing nations . The program is 
organised in a way that the student applying 
tor an M,A, in Urban Planning can spend 
three months in hia home nountry colleoting 
data for his subject of study, and sixteen 
month• in Colwnbi& Univer11t1, than t1v1 
aonthe back in hie home oountry tor the cnm
pleticn of ·hia research. OPAS is prepared 
to guide its students during the three e.nd 
five months period, 

An associateship arrangement baa beon 
declared by CPAS in order to give a chance 
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_ConstructronMarket ____ ....;;,....;;,.... ___________ _ >'41'~-
To increase the involvement of the 

non-professionals in the fields of building, 
housing and oonstruction Al-Mao• el 
introduces a new area of interest to the 
people who are elll!:aged in building their own 
houses.Thia will be a practical guide as to 
how to start their building opera•i on; how 
to apply for a building licence,wt r e to get 
building materials, how to deal with local 
contractors. But before-hand Al-Mao 1el 
is prepared to give its non-professi onal 
readers a brief account on the latest prices 
of building materials in the local market, 
and the average building ooat per square 
meter in the different categories of housing 
• Al-Mao'el will also try to add the ·Cost 
of services by labor per hour or per day, 
This information will be of great use to the 
public as well as to those involved in the 
building industry. Al-Mao 'el will also 
try to introduce the new materials and 
building techniques available in the local 
tnarket. 

The coat of a square moter in low cost 
housing ia estimated to be L.E. 60/aq.m, and 
in medium housing L,E. 120/sq.m. and in the 
high standard housing the coats are between 
L.E. 200/sq.m, and L.B. 30C1 s" ,m, The latter 
depend to a great extent ~~ che finjshing 
material, l\!any people at the present time 
are prepared to substitute wooden floors by 
wall to ·.vall carpeting (moquette} placed on 
well finished cement tiles or morter, Others 
prefer wall paper instead of oil paint, The 
coat of oil pa.int of four faces varies bet
ween L,B, 2.00 to L.E,2,50 per square meter, 
Ordinarily, wall paper may cost the same but 
better qualities may cost more. The price of 
a roll of wall paper which is (ll m ,50 m) 
to cover 5.5 aquare meters vary between 
L.E, 1.00 and L,E. 18.00. Unfortunately, 
moat of the designs of the wall paper do not 
suit our culture or environment. I alemic 
geometric patterns are so rich in designs 
and could be introduced to wall paper if it 
was manufactured locally. Unfortunately, 
almost all · wall paper is imported and·so 
introducing strange aiathetic values to our 
c_ommuni t1 , 
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