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The concept of Regional planning has gained such importance that it has captured the
attention of recent policy makers in Egypt. By expanding the range of projects within
the context of regional development, launched the idea of "development corridors™ as a
major pillar of successful policies in urban planning. Worthy of note, is the wider gap
that exists between the success of the hypothetical perception and practical
implementation of these development corridors. Such projects, in spite of their
importance, lack proper structural, comprehensive and multi-level integration planning.
Hence, this thesis aims at studying and analyzing both the theoretical and practical
nature of the "regional development corridors”. A comparative, critical and inductive
analysis has been conducted for the horizontal regional corridors located in the Eastern
Desert, which links the Nile River with the Red Sea, comparing them with some of the
successful experiences in Africa that have partially accomplished their intended
development goals.

The main objective of this research is to identify the reasons behind the difference gap
between development corridors policy expectancies and their real random
implementation; that could be mainly attributed to the inconsistency between the
several views and schemes of the various sectors. Accordingly, the researcher is
positing the creation of a sovereign entity with the responsibility of undertaking and
implementing important strategic decisions. Such an entity should include
representatives from across every sector in the country, ensuring effective coordination
and integration between the needs and requirements of each party. This should result in
comprehensive outcomes in response to the varying needs of different sectors,
achieving significant steps in the development process.

The researcher concludes that any corridor's regional development policies have certain
planning principles, criteria and execution procedures that must be taken in to
consideration from inception. Such are not limited to technical or developmental, but
act as complements to each other. The researcher provides evidence that:

Chapter I: the role of planning must be reinforced from the earlier stages of the project,
i.e. policy adoption and execution has to be proposed and implemented only in the
context of well-designed plans and programs targeting comprehensive regional
development. As such, the thesis addresses the main concepts of development and
discussed how it has changed to keep pace and meet the needs of all areas. Several
international and national studies have found that it is unnecessarily for the corridor to
be built as a road, but take different forms of which the author has discussed.

Chapter 11 presents, using the theoretical analysis approach, the best practices in South
African countries as a successful model for the regional development corridors which
accomplished a large portion of its development goals, to derive the critical lessons for
consideration while executing a development corridor policy.

The African development corridors have been simulated as they are developing
countries and thus comparable to the Egyptian case. Therefore adds to the possibility of
successful replication, taking into account the different political circumstances.
Detailed analysis has been conducted for the horizontal regional development corridors
of the Eastern Desert, in an effort to take advantage of its infrastructure, roads,
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electricity transmission lines and water pipelines. The author has stressed on the main
deficiencies in these corridors and the reasons for its failure, of which; the Creams /
Zafranah corridor , the QNA / Safaga corridor, the Qeft / Short corridor, and the Edfu /
Marsa Alam corridor, that link between the Nile Valley and the Red Sea, are used to
identify the regional role, capabilities and resources that will aid in addressing current
regional issues, activating the role of these development corridors and act as more than
just transferring roads from the source point to the targeted point.

The Egyptian development corridors has been particularly chosen due to their
marginalized and underutilized structures in need of maintenance and expansion works,
despite the availability of some elements of development resources along the corridor,
making it possible to build industries and explore mining activities. Given the
aforementioned, it is possible to invest resources to gain significant profit and become a
main exporter country of raw materials and mineral wealth in the region and perhaps all
over the world.

Part Il concludes the lessons learned from the African experiences that have been
theoretically analyzed, while an evaluation for the horizontal development corridors of
the Eastern Desert (Egyptian experiences) has been introduced in the fourth chapter,
ending with the major technical and administrative shortcomings. Chapter V derived
the most important requirements and criteria for the successful implementation of the
development corridor policies and addressing the wide gap between the theoretical and
the actual execution of the policy. An assessment for these criteria has been adopted for
the Upper Egypt / Red Sea corridor as a new corridor planned from the early stage of
development is proposed in Chapter VI.
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