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Abstract

Introduction :

In recent years, many urban areas in third world countries are
suffering from several urbanization problems that resulted from population
growth, increased urbanization and advanced technology. In the last two
decades, Egypt has witnessed several changes in all aspects of urban living;
including political, economic, cultural and many other facets. This, in turn,
has influenced urbanization process, where large urban areas faced the
problems associated with the deterioration of the built environment.

In response to problems, several urban renewal and revitalization
policies were formulated as a reaction toward the improvement and
development of the built environment. Such policies have also emerged as
an alternative to other planning' strategies that have negative impacts.
These are demolition, clearance and reconstruction.

Three major approaches toward the development of deteriorated
urban environments and built areas can be identified, namely:

e The first is characterized by the government responsibility in
carrying out development programs.

e The second is dealing with the inhabitants responsibility in carrying
out development programs and projects.

e The third is enhancing the concept of collaboration between
government agencies and the inhabitants.

The latter one; the public participation approach, is considered to be
one of the basic mechanisms allowing local communities in third world

countries to have a substantial role.



Research Aims:

This research aims at : clarifying the importance of public
participation and collaboration between the main groups affecting the
development process. These groups are: the central and local government,
the non government organizations (NGOs), the. Community based
organizations (CBOs), and the inhabitants. It focuses on the role of non
governmental organizations (NGOs) acting as links between the
government and its different levels on one side, and the inhabitants and the
organization representing them on the other side.

The broad goal of this research can be exemplified by: "
Establishing a framework that aims at increasing the effectiveness of the
participatory process, and helping the non governmental organizations
(NGOs) in managing urban upgrading projects. "

There are several objectives that are derived from this goal, which
are:
e Exploring concepts and factors related to public participation.
e Highlighting the main groups affecting public participation
processes, their interrelationship.
e Exploring effectiveness of NGOs in urban upgrading pr ojects.

e Tracing effectiveness of NGOs in supporting local communities".

Research Methodology :

The methodology of this research is based upon a rational scientific
approach that includes several procedural and systematic steps which are :
e Formulating the basic data base.
¢ Analyzing data and information to establish the framework.

e Experimenting the proposed framework.
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