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ABSTRACT

Rivers are the centers of gravity for the urban
of cities, where the first nucleus of the city on
its river's banks, and then spread to the rest of
the urban extensions to the north, south, east
and west. Different methodologies to develop
and upgrade the banks of the rivers in the
cities of the world depend on the
circumstances and the possibilities available
in terms of site conditions, and view the river
and also in terms of the city's history and
architectural and cultural heritage of the city...
Etc., and also differed overall vision to
address the banks of the river and its course,
or what could be called the general
development strategy, where the overall
objectives of development are derived, foe
example models of the river cities such as
Shanghai city in China, Bilbao city in Spain
and London city in England.
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Analvtical study for activities related to Nile River sides in Greater Cairo

Analytical study for activities related to
The Nile river sides in Greater Cairo

The Nile River is considered a longitudinal axis extending from southern to
northern Egypt. Where several cities lie on its banks and most of Egyptian
capitals rose on it over history. River Nile has withessed one of the most
ancient civilizations the world has ever known.
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In addition, the river's strategic geographical location, historical and
cultural valuables, and its special characteristics; all together, had the
greatest effect on the character and the pattern of its surrounding
environment.
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Despite this legacy, the river has been facing threats from the activities
directly correlated to its banks. These threats are affecting the character,
as well as, the reformation of the urban environment surrounding it. Those
threats were the result of numerous aspects social, cultural, political,

economical and technological aspects.

The Problem highlighted in this research, is
that the social and economical benefits of Nile
River, are much less than it should be in
comparison to its spatial and aesthetical
values, as:.

- The decrease of the role of Nile
River to vehicle movement rather
than being a place for human
interaction.

- The lack of human interaction in

many parts of the river, where it
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has become private or governmental properties instead of
public realms and open spaces with a diversity of human
activities.

Research Hypothesis

The research hypothesis that the amorphism of the built environment
surrounding the Nile River and the activities directly correlated to it, led to
the misuse of the river as a spatial axis that ensures aesthetic values and
human interaction.

Research Objective

The research is concerned with the identification of "value"; by stating
principles to evaluate the activities directly correlated to Nile River
identifying its image with formal, functional and environmental dimensions.

In addition, deducing criteria to evaluate the importance of dimensions and
different directions in evaluating the success of the built environment
spatially and formally according to the studied theories. .

Research Methodology

The researcher begins with explaining several theories that identify
formal, functional and environmental dimensions. Moreover, the
researcher illustrates several proposals to develop the river banks with an
explanation of the development process implementing the three theories
on international examples.

The research depends on the Analytical and comparative methods in
analyzing international proposals for developing river banks, in order to
emphasize points of strength. The researcher then deduces the basis and
criteria that can be applied in the process of evaluation and analysis of
Nile River in the study area.
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Moreover, a historical study of land use development along the river banks
in Greater Cairo is illustrated in the research, starting from the Paleolithic
period until nowadays. Concentrating on the period from khedive Ismail
era up till now, due to the stability of the river form since that period.

The researcher then presents the field work studied, clearing recent status
of Nile River in Greater Cairo and applying the evaluation criteria that has
been deduced from the international development proposals.

The research happens to be at the same time of the development project
of Nile River banks in Greater Cairo.
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Research Limitations

There are several limitations and difficulties that faced the researcher:

The difficulty of getting some maps of the river banks in ancient
periods.

The difficulty of gaining accurate information of the number of
workers in the activities along the river in Greater Cairo.

The lack of accurate information of the drainage and waste coming
out of the activities along the river in Greater Cairo.

The difficulties in the field work in some places especially touristic
places due to security issues.

Time limitations; the field work had to be as fast as possible to
avoid the fast and continuous change of the urban environment
surrounding the Nile River in Greater Cairo Region.
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