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Abstract

This study i1s concerned with identifying the consequences
of ignoring the socio-cultural aspects in the design and
implementation of urban spaces.

It argues that urban spaces fail to achieve its economic,
socio-cultural, leisure and aesthetic objectives when the
design process focus merely on achieving the functional
and physical objectives without regarding and
understanding the mutual, reciprocal and symbiotic relation
between the functional and physical aspects and the human
behavior and human needs.

Accordingly this thesis analyzes the Opera Square as an
important representative of urban spaces in Cairo to study
the impact of ignoring the user’s needs and behavior

It concludes with recognizing the importance of
understanding the symbiotic relationship between the
human behavior and the built environment.



Summary

As agreed upon that designing operations & urban planning
aim to make a built environment that cope with the needs,
wants & behaviors of its users.

The studies had shown that the urban spaces that don’t
satisfy users’ social & entertaining needs lead to negative
effects (environmental, behavioral, economical, social,
cultural...) upon those people that may lead to:

Either the evacuation of those urban spaces or the trial of
making changes that cope with their needs & behaviors or
gaining of those people for new behaviors to go along with
those spaces, that may lead to the disformality for that built
environment & the missing of its function that it was
designed for, in addition to the waste of effort in studies &
money spent (such as making urban amendments in some
of housing buildings such as closing terraces and changing
their model & colors as it doesn’t match with their users ,
as well people can go for resting anywhere as the case of
The Opera Square around Ibrahim Basha statue & on El
Azbakia garden fence due to its usual closure & the
absence of resting places & good space furniture that help
in leisure activities that will be explained later).

The thesis argues that urban spaces fail to achieve its
economic, socio-cultural, leisure and aesthetic objectives
when the design process focus merely on achieving the
functional and physical objectives without regarding and
understanding the mutual, reciprocal and symbiotic relation
between the functional and physical aspects and the human
behavior and human needs.



The ignorance of the behavioral studies for designing the
urban spaces obstruct from doing its economical function
as the commercial recession, social function as the absence
of some activities and the appearance of other ones,
entertaining, cultural & sentimental functions.

Specifically, the main reason for the deterioration of the
situation in The Opera Square & El Azbakia garden was the
ignorance of the humanitarian study starting from the
information and data gathering on the users of the urban
spaces and the identifying of their needs & humanitarian
wants & the analysis of their behaviors in dealing with the
built environment till the design and execution of the
spaces that contain material components that most of which
don’t go along with their needs, which led to their
misconduct and the misuse of these empty populated
spaces.

An example of that is the lack of pedestrians crossing areas
which turns it to be a high way for cars & especially after
the construction of the Al Azhar tunnel, the lack of leisure
time activities and rest areas as it used to happen in The
Opera Square & Azbakia garden.

This explains the disappearance of social activities and the
environmental effect that’s clearly seen in pollution in all
its pictures & specially the optical pollution, among these
cases 1s the construction of the Opera garage instead of the
old Opera house.

And to test the validity of the hypothesis we’ll go through
this study using searching & analyzing the Opera Square &
Al Azbakia garden in two tracks:

1. The study of the urban changes that occurred in the
urban spaces in The Opera Square & Al Azbakia
garden during three continuous time periods:

First period: Since The Khedewy Ismail ruled in
1863 till the end of the ninth century.

Second period: Since the end of the ninth century till
the occurrence of the 1952 revolution.



Third period: Since 1952 till the end of the 20"
century.

2. The study of the behavioral changes & shifts in the
humanitarian activities of individuals that occurred
by using the urban spaces in accordance to the
political, social & economic changes.

3. The study of the mutual relations between the built
environment & the human behavior.

The study concluded the existence of a defect in the mutual
relation between the human behavior & the built
environment in The Opera Square & The Azbakia garden
consequenced in negative effects on the human behavior
which in turn affected the built environment of the urban
spaces.

The study is summarized in the fact that the relation
between the urban spaces & the human behavior is a
mutual relationship, and the existence of any shortage in
the study of the humanitarian studies (human behavior)
bans the urban spaces (built environment) from performing
its economic, social, leisure& cultural functions.

The study aims to:

e C(larifying the relation between the urban and
architectural changes from one side & the human
behavior changes from the other side, as none of
them can be separated from the other during the
designing stage.

e Explaining the relationship between the built
environment & the human behavior and evaluating
the current situation for the urban spaces in The
Opera Square and Al Azbakia garden in Cairo,
giving attention to those kinds of studies in
developing & improving the design of these urban
spaces.
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THE RECIPROCAL
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND THE
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT IN
URBAN SPACES
This study is concerned with identifying
the consequences of ignoring the socio-
cultural aspects in the design and

implementation of urban spaces.

It argues that urban spaces fail to
achieve its economic, socio-cultural,
leisure and aesthetic objectives when
the design process focus merely on
achieving the functional and physical
objectives  without regarding and
understanding the mutual, reciprocal
and symbiotic relation between the
functional and physical aspects and the
human behavior and human needs.
Accordingly this thesis analyzes the
Opera Square as an important
representative of urban spaces in Cairo
to study the impact of ignoring the
user’s needs and behavior

It concludes with recognizing the
importance of understanding the
symbiotic relationship between the
human behavior and the built
environment.
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child development”- new york: pelnum 1987
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* Stokols, D-“A congruence analysis of human stress” in Sarason ,1.G & Spielberger
e.d stress and anxiety, vl 6-New York: John Wiley & Sons.- (1979)
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' Moore,G.T “Effects of the spatial definition of behavior setting on children’s
behavior”-Aquasi-Experimental field study-Journal of Environmental Psychology-
6,205-232-1986

? Barker,R.G “Ecological Psychology:concepts and methos for studying the
environment of human behavior”-Stanford, CA University press-1968
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