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“Sustainability and Conservation: Futuristic Vision for the

Balance between Touristic Development and Local Identity:
Case Study Quseir City, Red sea, Egypt”.
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Abstract:
The City of Quseir, Red Sea, Egypt is one of the oldest cities in the area. Pharaohs and
Romans had used it as a commercial port, when the Arabs used it to connect with pilgrim to
Mecca. When Napoleon invaded Egypt 1799, the city played an important role in the
resistance and the weapons transferee from Hejaz to Upper Egypt. The whole area was named
as Quseir Governorate, but lost its importance according to establishment of Suze Canal. The
City gained was forgotten more after constructing Safaga and Hurgada. The city today is one
of the main touristic targets of Egypt, for its significant heritage of Pharaohs, Romans,

Mumluk, Ottoman and French influences, and it is used nowadays as phosphate port.
Furthermore, the city is a religious center which contains a number of mosques and shrines.



The people of Quseir have deep ties with relatives on the other side of Red Sea Cities such as
Yanbouah and Dibba. Finally, the city enjoys a distinguished weather and a significant
location which is between Hurghada and Marsa Alam , and Luxor in the west.
Paper objective: Due to the city distinguished heritage and aiming to avoid the negative
aspects of the urban and touristic growth of Hurghada, it started to witness a considerable
attention from Businessmen, investors, and the government with its study centers in order to
develop it. This paper aimed to achieve a futuristic development vision in the light of
environmental and cultural considerations for the urban and touristic development of Quseir,
keeping in mind the community and identity preservation. This paper will review a practical
experiment of participation and partnership between different parties; International,
governmental, public and private sector to reach the desirable target.
Key words: Sustainability, Conservation, Touristic Development , Local Identity: Quseir .
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Phosphate Co.

Figure (2). The urban fabric of the historic core and the major heritage sites of Quseir
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