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The informal settlements are squatter settlements
established round cities in the absence of the governments
laws concerning city growth. The physical aspect of such
settlements i3 characterized by narrow, winding streets
which resulted from the informal division. Besides, most of
the houses are in bad condition and many do lack social
sarvices, infrastructure and mutual commercial, economic and
industrial activities, From the socio-economic point of
view, a considerable rate of low-income people live in these
sattlemants. Moreover, the population density is high and
more than a family crowd in one dwelling.

The informal settlements owe thelr existence to several
factors. Among them are rural migration to urban areas for
work and other reasons, and industrial development beyond
city Efringes. FPFurthermore, lacking convenient houses gave
birth to establishing informal settlements far from cities,
disregarding planning bases. In addition, the 1952
Revolution resulted in transforming the agricultural areas,
on the frings of ecities, into informal settlements. The
political role played by the 1967 War halped in establishing
such settlements through permitting emigrates from canal
cities and Sinai to settle down in those areas beayond city
fringes. Thus, giving them shelter ingtead of that lozt in
tha war.

Howadays, up=-grading is beleived to be a better treatment
than slum clearance for it preserves the residential area
regarded as a national wealth. It helps in developing such
settlements socially and economically considering it a means
of physical development. Up-grading is known, firstly, as a
universal up-grading of the physical, economic and social
aspects of the existing settlements and the community
altogether, secondly, as the means of improving the present
conditions. People participation and aided self-help are an
important and effective factor of up-grading. This is
because it creates a sense of belonging to the projects done
for the squatters, Besides, it reduces the costs of the
up-grading process for 1t spares some of the salaries paid
for workers.

The thesis 1is in two parts. The first part takles the
theoretical study which includes the conception of
up-grading and the factors affecting it, namely, the
political, administrative and financial factors. Pecple
participation in up-grading projects should be taken
into cosideration as a prominent and effective factor. The
first part, also, embodies samples of world experiences in
up-grading, site and service sachemes in some of the
developing countries., It displays the role played by the



residents of these settlements, on the one hand, and that of
the non-governmental organizations in aided self-help and
gite and service schemes, on the other hand. Such role aims
at lessening the burden of low-income housing imposed upon
the government's shoulder. The theoratical study comprises
an Egyptian experience in up-grading. It presents Helwan
up-grading project applied to 6 informal settlements, The
object of the project is to provide them with infrastructure
and social services and to encourage the inhabitants to
improve their house conditions through land- tenure
sacurity. A further consequent of the experlence is Helwan
new community which embodies 7200 «core houses. The
residenkts, also, participate in the up=-grading we=sither
through improving thelr existing houses or developling core
houses in the new community after being trained in specially
constructed training centers in the area. Part one ends with
an evaluation for Helwan's project. Besides, lessons for
sound application are deduced.

The sgecond part 13 a practical application for the
up-grading policy in an informal settlement on the fringe of
Cairo - the Abassiri settlement in Ain BShams. The study
pursues the historical development of the settlement, its
transformation from a cultivated land into an informal
settlement as well as the present condition of its physical
skructure,; including land wuses, infrastruckure, public
gservices, dwelling types, the inhabltants and the informal
sector's role in constructing such houses and the socio-
economic studies. Detecting the capability of the residents
and the informal sqctor facllitates mobilizing them in
house= development projects., Considering the existing
problems and the inhabitants' reguirements, suggestions for
up-grading were determined. They are of two basic channels;
the first one is the physical and socio-economic up-grading,
achieved through land-tenure security and through providing
infrastructure and public services. The second channel is
supporting wacant lands with site and service projecks.
Thus, decreasing density and absorbing excessive population.
This 1is followed by the finance of up-grading, site and
sarvice schemes and the proposed administrative structure of
the project organization combining the community leaders and
the governmental representatives.

Finally; this exposition of the contents of the thesis
ands with suggestions and propositions deduced from the

practical study. One of the suggestions is the formation of
committees in governrates. Thelr main job i3 to preserve

public possession and protect them from nevw informal



gsettlements especially on the fringes of urban areas. These
committees have to work side by side with the up-grading
conmlittee which 1s composed of representatives of the
rasponsible authorities and the leaders of informal
communities, Both co-operate in decision-making and projact
gxecution. Besides, the informal settlement can be useful in
solving the problems of low-income people. It spares houses
for a considerable number of people who take up solving
thaeir problems withouk any governmental help. These
settlements prove that peopla - sspecially of low= income -
can bulld thelr own houses through self-help. As 1t is
pbvious, such ability gives way to expansion in formal
divizsion and land-tenure securlity. Such areas, sooner or
later, will be provided with utilities according to the
govarnment's budget and economic ability.
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