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Abstract:

Ahmed M. Toimah, Interaction between Urban and Rural Settlements,
Thesis Proposed to the Master Degree, Ain Shams University - Faculty
of Engineerig - Urban Planning and Design Department

During the second half of the twentieth century Egypt experienced a
rapid growth of urban area on the agricultural lands, this lead to lose
about 1 million acres of the best agricultural land of Egypt despite the
laws and regulations that prevent building on agricultural lands. Losing
agricultural lands with this rate may lead to the disappearance of the
agricultural lands in Nile valley and delta within sixty years, as a result of
wide expansion of the urban area which cased mainly because of
negative interaction between urban and rural settlement.

The loss of agricultural lands is a national problem that needs
comprehensive solutions, and so this research is an attempt to
understand the interaction between urban and rural settlement, that may
help us to analyze an important factor for the loss of agricultural lands.

The research conducted in four stages:

The first stage will review the way we categorize settlements to
urban settlements and rural ones and comment this way to get
out realistic categorization criteria.

The second stage will deal with the settlements and their
allocation within the urban networks, and analyze the components
of this networks and the factors affect it, and the relation between
its components

The third stage will analyze the interaction between urban and
rural settlements and the interrelationship between them, and this
will be through dealing with demographical, social, economical,
and urban aspects.

The fourth stage will be for analysis that can help us to have a
way to manage and act with the main problem of the loss of
agricultural lands in Egypt now and in the future

Keywords: Urban Settlements, Rural Settlements, Regional
Development, Rural Development, Interaction Relationships.
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