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Abstract

A Museum is regarded not only as an ordinary building that fulfills its
main purpose and has a unique form, but also as a building that has a
great effect on the mental perception of its visitors because of the
designer’s intentional absolute absorption of the visitors in its spaces
during the exhibition tour.

The main goal of the designer is to translate his philosophy and convey
his concept to visitors' minds and guide them to realize what he means ,
by using all tools he has in the design of the museum form , the interior
design of the museum spaces and the visitors tour in this spaces (paths) .
This research aims at the study of the impact of the design message in a
museum upon the recipient’s mind and perception. It was thus essential
to study the different means of expression and schools of thought in
museum design. The research also tackled the question of form and
formal expression in design in general, and in museums in particular. In
addition, the research dealt with the change in the cultural role of the
museum, and its means of visual and intellectual expression.

It was also essential for the sake of the goal of this research to study the
visitors' mental perception limits, factors affecting it, and the way they
are impacted by the designer’s message. Mental and psychological
studies were thereby inferred for that end, and questions of human
perception were examined.

The case study was therefore based upon the selection of a number of
different museums, local and international, for the purpose of examining
their design message and their means of expression. Assessment of the
degree of interaction between different facets of the design message in
the museum and the way it delivers itself to the recipients was the main
criterion in the analysis.

The research is overall, a study of the way visitors of a museum read the
message of a designer in the museum, and the relationship between the
nature of the museum as a function and a purpose, and the impact of its
message. It concludes a clear relationship between the nature of the
targeted visitor and the efficiency of the design message. It also
concludes with an analytic comparison for the assessment of the design
message.
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