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Dougherty, Betty, Equipment for Parks and Amenity

areas (A Design Council Catalogue), Jolly & Barber

Limited, London, 1979.
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Cartwright, Richard M., The Design of Urban Space,

The Architectural Press Ltd., London, 1980.
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Kita Chiyoda, Kudan-Ku, Urban Street Furniture
Design, Graphic-Sha Publishing Co., Ltd., Japan,
1992.
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The Architectural Press Ltd., London, 1980.
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Cartwright, Richard M., The Design of Urban Space,
The Architectural Press Ltd., London, 1980.
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Kita Chiyoda, Kudan-Ku, Urban Street Furniture
Design, Graphic-Sha Publishing Co. Ltd, Japan,
1992.
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Organization:

The research consists of four parts. The first part represents the theoretical framework of the study,
introducing the concepts of public squares and their related spatial and aesthetic qualities. It also
summaries the main townscape elements that are used in these pattern of public squares and plazas.
The second part of the study discusses the issues of public artworks; their evolution over history,
social and cultural roles and analytically studies the different elements of public artworks and its
related planning and design criteria.

The third part analyses in details the mutual interaction between the public artworks and the open
spaces in which they are located. The fourth part of the study introduces a comparative analysis of a
number of case studies of public squares and plazas that are considered representative examples.
Throughout the comparative analysis, the most important types of squares and plazas are critically
analyzed, with reference to their formal composition, the qualities of their related public artworks
and finally, the interactions and the correlations in space are pointed out. A critical interpretation for
the results of this analysis is introduced at the end of this part.

Recommendations

The main recommendations of the study are concentrated in the careful investigation of the
relationships between the artworks and the appropriate distance, movement and visibility
as well as the townscape elements.



Townscape Fundamentals for Public Artworks in Squares and Plazas

Research Summary

Introduction:

Public spaces; squares, plazas, streets and pedestrian areas, are considered the most significant
elements of urban environments. In these environments, the quality of their urban life is strongly
affected by the design efficiency of public spaces, the way of use and the variety and richness of
townscape elements. These elements include elements of space floors such as trees and plants, seats,
lighting posts, all forms of advertisements fixed to grounds; elements of space facades, such as
walls and fences, signage fixed to walls, street fronts and shop display windows. Townscape
elements include also elements of all sorts of space roofs, and elements of the "enclosed spaces".
These elements namely, kiosks, pergolas, pavilions, monumental architectural elements, and public
artworks, are of particular significance for public spaces. Townscape elements signify the character of
public spaces and contribute to the presentation of its particular sense of place.

Public artworks, including all forms of sculpture, murals, relief, large scale painting (i.e. graffiti
works, if properly placed), monuments, columns, monumental arches, pavilions, pergolas, fountains
and water pools, and landmarks, are of special merit for public spaces. They add value and meaning
for space as well as provide vitality and animation to the activities plasticized in the public spaces,
particularly in city squares and plazas. Also public artworks can be considered as landmarks for
characterizing individual places. This is evident, particularly in many cases of creating spaces with
no previous history or clear character and their identities are made possible only by public
artworks." Contemporary urban design concepts and experiences reinforced the importance and the
value of public artworks as townscape elements in public spaces.

However, both rich international experience and limited local experiments in using public artworks as
townscape elements in enhancing and recreating public spaces are in urgent need to be studied,
analyzed and assessed. It is necessary to redefine of planning and designing standards and
considerations of placing artworks in public spaces and their relationships to townscape elements. It
is argued that these basics and considerations may constitute a frame of reference for the future
design of public spaces in many contexts.

Objectives:

This research aims to define the main fundamentals and considerations for planning public
artworks in squares and plazas, including the identification of the relationships between these the
townscape elements and the space qualities. Through studying, analyzing and assessing a number of
the most significant urban space projects, the research intends to contribute to the building up of an
integrated vision for the enhancement of the urban public space and to reinforce its significance
and related social meaning.

Methodology:

It is suggested that the research adopts a descriptive research method to study contemporary public
space design projects, both internationally and locally. It is also suggested that the research fellows a
comparative analysis method in analyzing and assessing selected examples. A questioner-based
technique is also suggested to measure design and planning quality and values of some case studies
for squares and plazas as chosen samples.
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