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ABSTRACT

The objective of this paper is to form a future vision of Egyptian sustainable cities that takes
into account both current circumstances and future challenges and integrates theories with
international experiences. The paper highlights the pressing need to establish new areas for
development in the Egyptian desert—through geo-economic restructuring of Egypt—that
would contribute to reduction of population density in existing cities through attracting it
from the narrow congested valley to new urban communities. This helps destabilize the
existing urban density, which has become already experiencing severe environmental
degradation.

The paper identifies the most important theories of sustainable cities and sets their
establishment standards and planning criteria. It delineates the most prominent international
experiences and analyzes the pros and cons of the Egyptian experience in building new cities
in the desert and the major pertinent impediments. The ultimate objective is to sketch
strategic orientation, based on results reached and lessons learned, for the purpose of
establishing new sustainable urban communities in the Egyptian desert. Finally, the paper
provides a future vision of the Egyptian cities, in light of future changes, and the

implementation basis to realize their sustainability from all aspects.
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