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Underground Architecture - Abstract.

The Underground (or Subterranean) Architecture is not a new style in
Architecture Science and not extinct too. There are many underground buildings
built for various purposes. It started with livingin the existing and excavated
caves in the ancient eras, as an example: the White Caves in Austria, the Organic
caves in England, Caves in France & Gulf countries. Also, It had been used as

Temples and Tombs in many ancient civilizations such as Pharaohnic Tombs in

the Valley of the Kings & Queens, Temple of Abu Simbel, Hatshepsut Temple in
Luxor, Egypt. City of The Dead in Sicily, Indian, Chinese, Turkish and other
civilizations. It had been used also for the early Christian monasteries, such as
the secret tunnels under the old churches in Old Egypt, Monastery Cave in

Drunka, Asiut, Egypt, and Oratory & home of Simon the Stylite in Goreme

Valley, Cappadocia, Turkey. They have other uses as Defense constructions as
well, that has been used in Goreme super-fortress in Turkey, and Igloos citadel in
Malta. Old tombs and underground Temples had also been used as shelters &

storage areas during wars.

The Underground usage for housing purposes has been considered the most
Common especially in harsh climates and relatively among the poor class of
people in order to save the land surface for other purposes, or more protection
from the harsh climate and for the security reasons. There are many vernacular
samples in China, Turkey, Iran, and North Africa, and many others. Generally,

they have been classified into two major categories: (1) Subterranean, which is

completely excavated under the ground, surface level, and the activities, are
usually arranged around open court, and usually used in flat topography. (2) Semi
subterranean, which uses the side elevations for lighting and ventilation, and may

has an earth-sheltered extension or an additional part with open court, which had

been used usually in the sloped land.

The modern samples of underground architecture started with more

functionally purposes & depend on electromechanical tools for lighting &
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ventilation, such as garages, warehouses, shelters, military constructions, slightly
the environmental considerations. Such as The Midwest storehouse in Kansas,
USA, Bill gates storehouse in Benselvania, USA, Defense construction points in
Maginot line between France - Germany, Atlantic Wall in Europe, Brilmont line

in Belgium, Barleaf line on Sewis Canal in Egypt.

The Modern Underground Architecture developed later to include other uses,

especially housing. The main objective to use this style is saving energy by the
isolation of earth cover & other environmental passive solar cooling -or heating -,
passive ventilation systems & the study of the previous experience. The modern
samples use the same concepts in the traditional, vernacular architecture but with

more development & technology. Such as the houses in Spain, Armington &

There are many other problems couldn't be solved without Underground
Architecture. So there are many uses appear as modern samples, such as
underground Metro stations, tunnels to solve traffic problems in the crowded
regions, "Moscow, England, France, Cairo", or as an extension to an important
monument, like the extension of Louver Museum. Sometimes we need a new
tourist's style for more attention, creativity & entertainment, so the underground
presents a good alternative, such as Kurhouse Healthy Center in south Germany.

In addition to the ordinary wuses such as Garages, Bedrooms,

To optimize the Underground Architecture use we must follow some Design

considerations to build underground, which classified to two major categories &
other additional considerations:

1- Urban considerations: they include the Site selection - Physiography,

Climate, Soil, Hydrology, Environmental quality, Accessibility &

proximity to resources, Utilities -, Shape of Urban Cells - Distribution,

iv
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Composition, Direction relation to the sun & wind -, Uses Distribution

- Classified, Separation, Direction -, Vegetation - positions, kinds-.

2- Architectural considerations: included Zoning program- Distribution,

Direction Priority of various spaces -, Entrance Design & it's relation

to the surface, Environmental considerations - planning, walls, roof

shape, Direction, Optimum opening areas-. Energy Considerations -
earth coating isolating, frequency of soil temperature, passive solar

tools & it's suitability -, Visual & Sound considerations - Visual

Privacy, Visual Contact with outside, Noise Isolation -, Construction
considerations - Soil bearing, Water content, materials, walls, roof
shapes -.

3- Other considerations: Socially, Physiology - like direct visual contact

with outside to prevent claustrophobia feeling, but with Privacy

considerations. Security, Healthy, Economical - Constructional,

Energy, Duration Cost, codes & legality considerations.

The Underground Architecture has some especial Basic Characters  (its

Classification, Appropriate of use, Advantage & disadvantages)
1-Classification: There are deferent classifications of Underground
Architecture depending on many characters (Use or Purpose -
Construction System - Relation to the Surface - Opening Relation

with Surface.

2-Appropriate of Use: is important for successful design & to examine
the basic characteristics of underground space. By determining the
appropriate of some important characters, considerations (Benefits,
Limitation of Underground Space - Occupancy Levels - Economical,
Construction factors) related to the previous studying functions
(uses).

3-Advantages & Disadvantages: treat most of the direct & indirect

Advantages & Disadvantages, which we can avoid with good design.
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This research treat as well a Field Analyses Study through various selected

samples of Underground Architecture in Egypt (Traditional, Vernacular, and
Modern), by documentation, measurements, analysis, evaluations then results &

recommendations to build underground in hot regions & Egypt as a special case.
Finally we can optimize the benefits of the underground Architecture by

following the previous mentioned considerations in design to present a good

environmental solution for many Purposes in our life.
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