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THE DESIGNER AND COMMUNITIES — ON THE RELATIONSHIP;
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NON-PHYSICAL ASPECTS AND NEEDS

Abstract

The research work investigates the interrelation between the architect / urban designer and
target users and communities, and follows its products; physical and non-physical (socio-
cultured). It formulates and proposes three conservative; relationship - products’ monitoring
approaches. The first looks into non-physical aspects of the design process; the designer
cultural background and biases, and means of following his views / thoughts through the
presentations and analysis of his designs and implemented works.

The second moves to target users and communities; researching their socio-cultural features
and related needs and priorities — to enable the evaluation of architectural and housing

development from local communities perspectives.

The third approach / framework in turn shifts to the impact of the two sides (the designer and

community) on the common architectural and urban product.

The monitoring tools are further elaborated and applied through three case studies, of three
implemented housing projects, the designs of three architects, belonging to three consecutive
generations (graduated in 1970's, 80's and 90's). Hence deploying the resulting physical
contexts and built environments as the stage / grounds to trace monitor and evaluate the

interrelation.

The work is concluded by reviewing and emphasizing the results and findings of the
theoretical and applied parts of the investigation, pointing out future research venues and

selected recommendations.
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