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THE ROLE OF LEGISLATION AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS IN CREATING URBAN FORM

Abstract

The human interaction since the beginning of the creation has produced a
number of phenomena which reflected on the man, so it was a necessary to
regulate the daily interactions. In the life of Neanderthal appeared a number of
unwritten systems most of it have had religious features which imposed by the
ruler or the monks. After that, it has been the Heavenly legislation along with
the evolution of the human life. After a while, the need for more detailed
systems increased, as a result there were the set legislation (written &recorded)
then the divergence and the detailed schisms along with the development of the
life. These legislations have been called laws and codified legislations. These
laws weren't limited to organize the relationship between the people, but also
organize the relationship between the man and the surrounding environment, the
physical side; one of it is the city.

The laws and legislations that organize that relationship, varied as the diversity
of the civilizations. As a result, new patterns have appeared characterized by
diversity in its urban formation and model for those cities. This distinction and
contrast were a real reflection for these laws and legislations. The importance
of these laws and legislations lies in organizing and meeting the needs of the
public interests for the society and its members, within the framework of the
balance between the physical and incorporeal needs of the individual and the
community. Nevertheless, the regulating laws for the constructions respected as
one of the major mechanism that leads to achieve a construction compatible
with the needs and requirements of the society as it organizing the building
works, neighborly, public health, safety and security, and comfortable. Also it is



respected as the cornerstone of building a distinguished construction has a
unique identity of the community.

If these laws stems from the local environment, there will be a harmony
between the requirements and the reactions of that community. The planning
laws in the contemporary Arabic countries suffered from the process of
Importing and cloning some non-local laws because of adoption of the western
thought and its culture. That leads to a real retrogression for our urban
environment and many problems in our Arabic cities have been appeared. In
Egypt, city councils and its engineering managements apply these legislations in
order to achieve their desired goals.

One of the important construction legislation is the building legislation, the
most important is act 106 of 1976, which issued regarding directing and
organizing the construction work and its executive regulations issued by the
minister of housing and reconstruction act 237 of 1977, and its successive
amendments Until the promulgation of act 101 of 1996 and its executive
regulations issued by the minister of housing and utilities act 268 of 1996 and
Unified Construction Law act 119 of 2008 and Decisions related.

Act 106 of 1976 includes a group of permissions specialized in roofs and
backyards of the residential units, cantilevers, cornices, Building heights and
openings .... Despite of that, this law and amendments made to it two years
after the entry into force, led to bring an urban and constructional chaos
especially when it conflicts with the Urban Planning Law act 3 of 1982 in
addition to selecting some controls and circulating it on Egypt, despite the
disparity of the environmental needs and the habits and traditions of the
inhabitants.

This situation reflected on the formation of construction and its
characterizations, which led to build architecture characterized by the chaos and
conflicts in the forms and patterns of the building in terms of the size of the
blocks, the heights, and the building materials.... This means that the
architecture and construction lost its distinguished shaping, which creates the
feeling of isolation and dissatisfaction among the inhabitants. Hence it was



necessary for the researcher to put his hand on insufficiency that found in the
laws and the legislations govern the building process which controls the
formulation of urban composition in Egypt.
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