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Praise is to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and prayers and peace is upon
the Most Merciful, our Master Muhammad, his family and companions
and those who are guided by his Guidance to the Day of Judgment, after
that Cairo's cemeteries are considered as one of the most serious problems
in the region. Despite the apparent calmness that distinguishes the region's
cemeteries, they are the source of most of the planning problems in the
region. Thus we had to deal with these problems through the process of
monitoring the cemeteries' overlap with the Urbanization located within
the heart of the urban Mass of old Cairo, But unexpectedly, cemeteries are
not a nuisance to some other countries such as (Medina, Hamburg state in
Germany). Although there is a similarity of the same situation of
overlapping with the urban buildings for these cities, but sometimes the
cemeteries are located in the heart of the central area as it exists in
Medina, yet it did not affect negatively on the planning axes of these cities
as it is expected, but sometimes it influenced positively and became a
natural outlet for the city, as in the case of Ohlsdorf cemeteries in Hamburg
the German city. The study found that the main reason for this is the policy
of handling of the governmental authority in charge with the cemeteries in
both of the cities of Medina and Hamburg.

In viewing of the current status of the Greater Cairo region Cemeteries,
which overlapped with the Region urbanization within the framework of
the continuous urban degradation, it was found that due to the rapid
creeping urbanization of the of the Non-directed urban planning system
(despite the large number of regional charts for the Greater Cairo) the
process of cemeteries' overlap with the urbanization in the region
emerged within the frame of the full absence for the system of urban
management in the greater Cairo, the situation did not stop at this point,
but it developed and emerged some negative results that resulted from the
process of this overlapping as a result of neglect and lack of interest in
resolving it, a set of other problems, the most serious problem at all
(cemeteries lodging) that is not generated by the modern era, that is seen
by many people as a private mass that represents a non-human and non-
civilized phenomenon. The issue did not stop at this point, as time went
by, the cemeteries became part of the urban space, inside the heart of the
urban mass in the Greater Cairo, This caused the problem to be
exacerbated in most of Cairo's cemeteries, where most of the cemeteries
deteriorated and random appeared (unplanned and unsafe areas),
adjoining with the most of the old cemeteries, This helped spreading the
indiscriminate markets whether inside or around the heart of the
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cemeteries, or in its surroundings, which adversely affected most of the
historical cemeteries that deteriorated as a result of this overlapping.

Thus, the problem of (the overlap of cemeteries with urbanization) lies in
its negative effects on the future of the urban development strategies.
Instead of providing a decent life for the citizen, it has caused a general
deterioration for the cemetery, which has negatively impacted on the
most of the planning sectors.

In spite of the aggravation of this problem, yet the offered solutions (the
few) for the problem of the cemeteries overlap with urbanization, whether
handled by the government authorities or by some researchers, by the aim
of solving many of the urban and environmental problems suffered by the
city as the result of the existence of cemeteries with its current status
within the residential block without considering the cultural and social
problems of its population. However, it did not take any serious steps
towards starting of the implementation of these programs except for the
development project of Northern Gamaliya, which was implemented by
completing the preparation of planning studies for it in 1988. Where in its
frame some of the partial implementation of this program was carried out
with Bab al-Nasr cemeteries, where about 2000 graves were transferred
to the city of May 15, and the expansion of the North Gamaliyah axe-
area, then the completion of the area planning was stopped and it was put
it down into omission.

All of the above mentioned leads us to a very important point: the
problem is not only on finding solutions or policies for the problem of
overlapping, but also the fundamental problem of how these solutions and
policies are implemented, particularly as they require long periods of time
that require a series of strong laws and government decisions through an
authority that can implement the solution policies despite their difficulty.

The researcher oriented to offer a new solution and different for the
cemeteries problems, as main problem lies in the weakness of the
administrative system of the cemeteries in Egypt, especially in Greater Cairo
region, and not only in the cemeteries' overlapping with surrounding urban
areas, this is done through the establishment of a high commission for the
cemeteries administration that is operating through a strong system that is
directly following the Ministry of Housing to solve the , the exacerbation of
the overlapping problem (Such as the Urban Planning Commission and the
Slum Development Fund, taking into account the differences between
them), and is specialized in all the affairs of the cemeteries within the
Region (studies and information - maintenance and supervision - sale and
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follow-up - preservation of the heritage ...... ... etc.), in addition to
implementing all the proposed policies to solve the problem of overlapping
for all different planning sectors whether on (the urban perspective - the
environmental perspective - the socio-economic perspective - the cultural
heritage perspective), so as to be a strong partner with other partners in the
sustainable development of Greater Cairo.

The study aims at forming a clear conception of how to achieve the good
management for the cemeteries by establishing a higher commission in
order to reach the optimal urban exploitation of the land of the cemeteries
that cope with the policies and strategies required to achieve the
sustainable development of the region as the study uses the descriptive
analytical method to investigate and to check the presence of cemeteries
in the Greater Cairo, then to conclude a general fact report to control this
process and to conclude to a set of an operational policies that can be
implemented to reach the optimal way through the cemeteries governance
to ensure the implementation of any of the offered policies.

The research reaches to its objectives through seven main chapters
summarized as follow:

Chapter One: The methodological framework through which the study
will be addressed in details.

The second chapter addresses the theoretical framework of the
cemeteries in Egypt through its general background (the origin of the
cemeteries and its use by presenting some of the particular concepts
related to cemeteries), in addition to a presentation of the Egyptian
Cemeteries Law and its executive regulations and the administrative
authorities concerned with cemeteries, the measures and its private
standards, reviewing the relation between the cemeteries with the urban
growth of the cities historically and theoretically.

Chapter Three: The study addresses the different cultures in how to deal
with the cemeteries by the responsible governmental authorities through the
presentation, the analysis and evaluation of some experiments, whether at
the continental (African), Arabian, or global (European) levels.

Chapter Four: it addressed a detailed study for the current status of the
Greater Cairo region Cemeteries and the extent of the effect of the
dialectical relationship to the Region urbanization overlap, in order to
identify the area's most closely related to the heart of the Greater Cairo
metropolitan area.
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Chapter _five: reviewed the causal analysis of the overlap process and
concluded that the overlapping between the cemeteries and the
urbanization is the product of a number of reasons, which resulted in a
number of results that have affected and are still affecting the future
development process in Greater Cairo region.

Chapter _six: The chapter presents and classifies the effects resulting
from the analysis of the overlapping process of the cemeteries with
urbanization in the Greater Cairo region through the negative results that
resulted from that case, by the purpose for turning them into a set of
policies and strategies on most of the planning sectors to process the
negative results that emerged as a result of the overlapping through the
operational policy of the proposed administrative system for the
cemeteries.

Chapter_Seven: The chapter addresses a set of general and specific
conclusions and recommendations, which depended on the analysis of the
Egyptian cemeteries (especially that existed in Greater Cairo), as well as
the different visions for the Arabian and European cemeteries.

Finally, the research is attempting to put a solution to the cemeteries’
overlapping case with the region urbanization, and to understand the
reasons that led to this and to identify the overlapping areas leading to a
set of conclusions and recommendations to deal with this issue

God bless and Guide te the straight path.
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