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Abstract

Exploring design ideas, through two dimensional and three dimensional forms, is the basis of
design exploration and visual design thinking during the design process. Imagining how
drawings and models (be it manual or digital) will be presented in reality is the essence of visual
design thinking. By the beginning of the 20th Century, architecture has become more three
dimensional in design exploration and in representation. This transition to three dimensions
makes the processes of visual design thinking more related to digital media. The nature of media,
utilized by architects, affects design-exploration processes. The research investigates both the
processes of visual design thinking and the interrelation between visual design thinking and
digital media, in order to shed more light on how digital media should be introduced to students
of architecture.

Architectural education, therefore, should constructively emphasize the three following
implications: 1) Forming the processes of visual design thinking, especially imagining, which
architects perform in digital media, 2) Equipping architecture students with: a curriculum based
on multimedia, and the basics needed to face changing technology of digital media. What
architects should learn and practice is the concepts behind the heterogeneous uses of digital
media, and 3) Introducing broad knowledge of different uses of media to architect students, and
deep experience of a few which fit their own styles of visual design thinking used in design
process.
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