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Many professionals in the Colleges of Architecture and Planning face ambiguity when dealing
with the stage of the urban design process. Such a stage encompasses defining the idea and
presenting it in a communication language. The problem becomes more complicated when
shaping it in an idiomatic written and sketched concept or providing the concept in a conceptual
design plan reflecting the vision in a specific project. At this point, all efforts are hindered and the
stage becomes an obstacle against achieving a distinguished project instead of the superficiality.
This paper presents a survey to test the credibility of a real ambiguity presence between the idea
and concept (theoretically and practically). The paper is based on the education system at the
College of Architecture and Planning, King Faisal University, KSA. It uses the exploratory and
inductive method to study in the literatures about the idea and concept aiming to explain their
relations connected with related design process components. The paper provides a description of
meanings of the design components used in making the communication process easier among all
the specialization parties at the profession. An integral approach for the education of the idea and
concept in urban design is presented.
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